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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

(JOVEHNOR OF BENGAL. 

fTi‘< Ext^Jleiicy llijrht lIou'UW Vicxoi Alexatidee Gkoeob Bonvirt 
^ Bn WEI- Lm 05 . Karl of Lytiom, P.l\, G.O.l.E, 

MEMBERS OF THE EXIX?ITTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hon'hle Sir Buat Cha.vd liUnTAii, G.(\I.E., K.C.S.I., I.O.M,, 
Mahiirajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwaii, Viit^lVeeidont, in clmrift* 
of the following? |K>rtfoli(^ 

1. Land lU'venue 

2. Land Ao(iviif>ttion 
d. ForeBt.s, 

4 Irri^ratioL. 

f) Excluded Ar«*nB 
• (i Eurn]|H>an Education 

The Iloirhle Sir AiiO-t u-l{ \niM, Kt , in ( harvre of the fullowinff 
* portf(dio.‘' ; - - 

1 dudicial. 

2. Emijs^'ratiim. 
d. Irmiii^'Tation. 

4. .) uriiidif tion 

f) I^efriBlativo. 

(I. Ilaj Lilg-rimaffo. 

The Hoirhlo Sir Iln.n SiKrncN^«»N, K.t'I E, ('.S.L, I (!.S., in 
(harireof the f<>lh»^%inj; jK>rlf(»lioH * 

1. Apixunlirient. 

2 Political (e\< linlifi^ Haj I*il^^imaf.,^e) . 

d. Polico. ^ • 

4. Jails. 

5 E( t leBiastical. • 

Tlie Hon'hle Mr, .Iamis Hon m.d, (' > L. L I E., LC.S , in f liar^e of the 
followinfr l>ortfollo<» : — 

L Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue, 

d (’oinnier<4* and Re, served Induntnal SuhjectH. 

* 4, Marine. 
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iT GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

MINISTERS. 

TV Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasim Fazl-ul Huq, in charge of the 

following portfolios: — 

* 

1. Education. 

2. Medical. 

The Hon’hle Hadji Mr. Abdttl Karim Abu Ahmed Khan Ghuznavi in 
charg^of tjje following portfolios: — 

1. Agriculture and Public Works. 

2. liocal Self-Government and Public Health. 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVES 
COUNCIL. 

r&ssiDEirr. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton^C.I.E. 

Dkpctt President. 

Major Hassan Sihrawardt, M.D., F.R.C.S. 


Pa.nel of Chairmen for the ForRTKENTii Session. 

Kumar Shim Shekhahrswah Hay. 

Sir Wn.r.orc.HUY Carey. 

Balm Jatindra Nath Basu. 

* Maulri |Ikramul Huq. 


Secretary to the Council — C, Tindaix, C.I.E., I.C.S. 

AflEistant SecrcturioN t4» ih^‘ Council- -J. Bartley, i.c.s., A. M. 
H( idii.soN, ami K. N. M.uimdah. 

Registrar to the Council — J. W. McKay. 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


A 

Ahamad, Maulvi Asimiiddin. [Tippera (Mulmminadan).] 

Ahmed, Maulvi Rafi Uddin. [ Jeasore North (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed, Maulvi Tayehuddin. [Mymensinj?h past (Muhammadati).] 
Ahmed, Maulvi Zannoor. [Burdwan Divinion South (Muhammudau).l 
Aley, Mr. S. Mahltooh. f Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Maulvi Sayyed Sultan. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Altaf. [Mymenflinfrh Eoat (Muhammadan).] 


Bahrein. Bahu Romes Chandra. [Malda (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Baksh, Maulvi Kader, B.L. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Banerjea, I>r. Pnunathanath. [Calcutta East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banerjee, Bahu Satya Kishore. [ Burdwan Land holders. ] 

Banerjee, Mr. Ashiny (Vx>mnr. [C'alcutta South Central (Non-Muham- 
* madan).] 

Banerjee, Uai Balmdur Ahinash Cljandra. (Nominated Non -official.) 
Bnrma, Rai Sahih Banchanan, M.B.E. [Ranjqnir (Non-Muhamnmdan). ] 
Barton, Mr. IT. ( Anfflo-Indian.) 

Basil, Bahu datindra Nath. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Busu, Bahu Samt Chandra. [Burdwan (Non-Muhamniadan). ] 

Bosi*, Bahu Bejoy Krishna. (Calcutta University.) 

C 

Carey, Sir Willoug“hhy, Kt. (Indian Mininf^ Aaaociation.) 

Chakravarti, Mr. Byomkes. (Ben^l National Cliamher of Commerc4^.) 
Chakravorti, Bahu Joprindra Chandra. [Dinajpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Chakravorty, Bahu Sudaraan. [Rajahahi (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Clmtterjee, Bahu ^ T^mos (Sandra. [Bankura East (Non-Muham- 
madan).^ 

^haudhuri, Nawah Saiyid Nawah Ali, Khan Bahadur, O.I.E. [Dacca 
Weat^ Rural (Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath. [24-Parganas Rural North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhury, Maulvi Md. Nurul Kuq. [Chittagong (Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Saiyed Ahdur Rob. [Faridpur South (Muham- 
madan).] 

^dinuddin, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. [RajAbahi North (Muham* 
madan).] 
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Chowdhury, Maulri Fazlal Karim. [Bakarganj North (Muhammadan).] 
^Chunder, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. [Calcutta North Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Corhran, Mr. A., C.B.E. (Benj^al (’hamber of Commerce.) 

Cofion, Mr. T). J. (Nominated Non-official.) 

CfK)per, Mr, C. G. (Indian .Jute Mills Association.) 

Cottle, Mr. T. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Crawford, Mr. T. C. (Indian Tea Association.) 


D 

Das, Babu Charii Chandra. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Das, Dr. .Mohini Mohon. [baridjnir South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Das, Mr. C. U, [Miduapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Das (luptn. Dr, J. M. [Bof^ra cum Pabna (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Datta, Bnbu Akhil Chandra. [Tippera (Non -Muhammadan).] 

Daud, Mr. M. (Nominated Non-official.) 

DeLisle, Mr. J. A. fDnrca and Chitta^ronp;* (European).] 

Dev. Bahu Boroda Prosad. flTooj^hly Municipal (Non-Muhammadan 'i ’ 
Dev. Mr. G. (f. (Nominated Gfficial.) 

Donald, the ILm’ble Mr. .1.. (\S.T..(M.E. (Meml)er, Executive Council. > 
Donovan. Mr. J. T. (Nominated Official.) 

Doss, Kai Bahadur Pyari Lai. M.B.E. [Dacca City (Non-Muhdm- 
madnn).] * . 

Dutt. Mr, G. S. (Nomnated Official.) 

Duval, Mr. II. I',, C I.K. (Nominated Official.) 

E 

Einerscm. Mr. T., (M.E. (Nominated Gfficial.) 


F 

Faroiiui, Mr. K. G. M. (Nominated Non-official ) 

F(.rr..»t,.r. Mr. .1, y ami Burdwan (European). J 


Oafur, Mauivi AMul. B.L. [I'alma ( Muhammadan).! 

Uanguly. B«hu KhaH^Midm Nath. [Howrah Munoipnl (Non-Muham- 
madan). ] 

Ohuinavi. the Hoi.-hh* Hadji Mr. .V. K. Abu Ahmed Khair. tMiniater, 
M.rmen.<in(rh We»t (Muhammadan).] 

Oodf^y Sir (Wffc. Kt. (BenH Chamber of Commerce.) 

Oocnka Babu Badridaa. (BeuKal Marw.ri Aaaociation.) 

Quha Mr. P. N. (Nominated Nou-official.) 



JIalder, Mr. S. N. [Calnitta South (Non-Muhammadnn^.] 

Haq, Khan Bahadur Ka*i Zahinil. [Dacca East Rural < Muhammadan).] 
Haq, Shah Sycd Emdadul. fTipjjera (Muhammadan). J * 

Hoque, Maulvi Sayedal. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] 

Ho.ssain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Musharruf. [Malda cum .1al}>aig'uri 

(Muhammadan).] 

Hosaain, Maulvi Wahed. [ Barrackpore» Municipal (Muhammadan).] 
Huntinpford, Mr. G. T. (Nominated Official.) 

Huq, Maulvi Ekraraul. [Murshidahad (Muhammadan).] 

Huq, Maulvi Mnhhuhul. [i?4“ParfraMas Municipal (Muhammadan).] 
Huq, the Hon’blc Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul. [Minister, Hakaiyanj West 
(Muhammadan). ] 
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Jonrdar. Maulvi Aftnh Hossain. fXjulia (Muhammadan).] 

Jonc.s, Mr J. A., (M E. [Prc.nidcncy and Burdwnn ( Kur(»i)caM ) . ] 

K 

Khahan, Balm Dchi I’rosad. (Nominated Non-official. ) 

*Khan. Bahu I>cl)ondra I.al. [Midnaporc North (Non-Muhninmndaii ). ) 
Khan, Maulvi Ahdur Rashid. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] 

Khan, Maulvi Arnanat, B.A.' (( ’hittaponjr (Muhammadan).] 

Khan, Mauhi Mahi Fddin. [Haiijrpur K.»st ( Muhammnda!i ). j 

• 

L 

l.al Malinmmcd, TTaji. [Uajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Law, Raja Rcshc<* ('um% (M.E. (Bengal National (^hninlK*!' of 

(Vmimerce.) 

Mr. I). H. (Nominated Official.) 

M 

Mahainniad, Maulvi Bnsar. f Hangpur West (Muhammadaiii.j 
Mahtab, the Hou'hle Sir Bija/ (’hand, (LC.I.F)., K.().S.L, 1.0. M., 
• Maharajadhiraja Bah&dur * 0 / Burdwan. (Meml>er, Executi%'e 
CounciL ) 

Maity, Babu Mahendra Nath. [Midnapore South (NoiwMuhammadan).] 
Marr, Mr. A., C.I.E. (Nominated Official.) 

M^aih, Mr. Syed M. [Faridpur North (Muhammadan).] 

McAlpin, Mr. M. C., C.I.E. (Nominated; Official.) 

Mitra, Babu Satyendra Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhammadan). > 
.]Miira‘, Bahu Jogendra Nath, [.leinwiro South (Non*Muhammadan).} 
Hitter, Mr. Provaah Chunder. C.I.E. (Preaidenq^ Landfaoldera. ) 



1 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OP MEMBERS, 


Moberly, Mr. A. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Moreno, pr. H. W. B. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Morgan, Mr. G. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mukerjea, Bahu Taraknath. fHooghly Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Mukerji, Mr. S. C. ^Nominated Non-official.) 


Nandy, Maharaj Kunuir Sris Chandra. [ Murshidaljad (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Nawker, Bahu ITem (’handra. [24-Pargana.s Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Nazimuddiij, Khaje, M.A., (Cantab.), Bar -at-Law. [Bakarganj South 
(Muhammadan).} 

Neogi, Babu Muiinmhon. [Myinensingb AVcst < Non-Muhammadan).] 

0 

Oat<*n, aMt. K. F. (Noniinuted ( dfirinl.) 

P 

Pahl(»wan. Miuilvi Md. AImIuI Jubbar. fMymensingh West (Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

Philip, Mr. .1. Y. (Bengal Chamlwu- of (^mlmeree. > 

Q 

Quador, .Matdvi Ahdul. [Jcs.sore South (Muhammadan).] 

R . 

Hahim. the II«»n hie Sir Alnl-ur., Kt. (Memlw'r, Executive (.'ouncil. ) 
Rahman, Mr. A. F. (Dacca University.) 

Uuikat, Mr. Frasanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadun). ] 

Ray, Bahu Ahanish ('handra. [Birhhiim (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Bahu Anillmrun. [ Bankura M est (Non-Muhaniiiiadan).] 

Ray. Balm Nagendra Narayan. [Rangpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Kay, Balm Suremlra Nath. [24-Pargtttias Miinicijxil South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. { Farid pit r North (Non-Jtfuhammadan). ] 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhnreswar. (Raikbahi T,andholdefi ) 

Row, Mr. ti, F. (Indian Jute Mills A ssw'iafion.) • 

Roy, Babu Mnnmatha Nath. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhamtaadan). ] 
Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. [24-Pargnuas Municipal North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. 1). N.. Bar.-at-Law. [Jesmire North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Kirnn Sankar. [Dacca Rural (Non-Mahammadan).] 

Roy, Mr, Satcowri|iati. [('alrutta North-Weat (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan. (Bongal Mahajan Sabha.) 

Roy, Raja Maniloll $ingh, C.I.E. [Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 
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Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-o£Bcial.) 

Roy Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath. [Bakarganj South 
(Non-Muhammadan).} 

Roy Chaudhurj', BabU Brajendra Kishore. (Dacca landholders.) 

t 

Sarkar, Babu Heinanta Kumar. [Nadia (Non*Muhanimadan).] 

Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. [Mymen.singh East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sarkar, Maulvi Allah Buksh. [Dacca City (Muhammadan).] 

Sasmal, Mr. Birendra Nath. [24-Parganas Rural South (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Sen, Mr. Nisith Chandra. [Bakarganj North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sen (jupta, Mr. J. M. [Chittagong (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Singha, Mr. Arun Chandra. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Stephenson, the Hon'blo Sir Hugh, K.C.I.E., C.S.I. (Membei. 
Executive (>)uncil.) 

Stuart- Williams, Mr. S. 0. (Nominated Official.) 

SuhVawardy, Dr. A. [24-Parganas Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Suhravardy* Major Ila.'^snii. [Hooghly rurn Howrah Municipal 
(Muhammadan). ] 

Suhruwardy, Mr. ITuseyn Shaheed. [(^alcuttu South (Muhammadan).] 
.Swan, Mr. J. .V. L. (Nominated Official.) 


T 

Tarafdar, Maulvi Rajb Tddin. [Bogra (Muhammadan).] 

Travers, Mr. W. L., O.B.E. [Rajshahi (European).] 

y 

Villiers, Mr. 'Edwani. [Presidency and Buniwan ( Euroj)ean ) . ] 

W 

Willis, Mr. Arthur d’Anyers. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 
Wilson, Mr. R. B., C I.E. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Y 

Yasiu, Maulvi Muhammad. [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadaii). j 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
• PROCEEDINGS. 


(Official Report of the Fourteenth Session.) 

VOLUME XIV— No. 3. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council aesemhled under the 
provision%of t|[e Government of India AoL 

The roiincil met in the (^mn^•^ Chaml»er in the Town raleiitta, 
on Tuesday, the'JGth Fehniary, 1924, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

The Ilon’hle tlie President in the (’hair, the four Hon’hle Members 
.of the Executive ('oinieil, the Tlon’ble Maulvi A. K. Faf.l-ul Hiiq, the 
Iloirhlp 4{adji Mr. Alxlul Karim Abu AhiioHl Khan (fbuznavi, and 109 
• nomfnattHl and elerted meml>er8. 


Oath. 

The following memU^r m^de an oath oi.his 
Crown;- - V " 

Mr. E. F, Oaten. fj 

The Death of Or. T. 0. D. Dunn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon'blo Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): Genteemen 
OF THE CoiNCin, — Since we last met the Couridl has been deprived in 
the most traffic •circumstanceH of tjie services of one of its memlwra. 
It was only last Wednesday that I>r. Dunn wa« with us in the liest 
of health and spirits, and on the following day, as we all know, he 
was accidentally drowned when crossing the river from Chinsurah 
to Naihati, in a country boat. Dr. Dunn was apfiointed a member of the 
Council a very short time ago, hut I know he had innumerable friends 
among the memliers of the ('ounril, l>otb Indian and European. I 
cannot add, .so far as the Indian memlM»rs are concerned, anything^ to 
the tribute that was i>aid to his memory in another place by Sir 
*Asutoeh Miikherjee, but memb(‘rs, whether Indian or English, will, 
T am sur^, all share with me in the dwrp regret we feel at the untimely 
death of Dr. Dunn. It is barely a month since* he was appointefl to 
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tlM port of Director of Public Instruction, and we were all looking 
forward to a long and successful career in the appointment, from one 
who was not able and capable, but also full of enthusiasm for 
his work, and had rendered long and valuable service to the cause oi 
education in Hengal. I will ask you, Qentlemea, to show your resp^t 
to the memory of the late member by rising in your places. 

(The Wmbers aH rose in their seats as a mark of wespect.) 

An eipression of the Council's sympathy, will be ipnt to the widow 
of Dr. Dunn. 

tUrrad Qunationa 

(to which oral answers were given), 
interview |vith State prisoners. 

•XL. Bibu HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: (a) WiU the Hou blo 

tho Mt*inlH*r in chargj' <»f the De|>artmont of Revenue (Jails) l>e pleased 
to state whether he is aware that a State prisoner and the j)ersou inter- 
view'ing him are r<vjuirM to remain standing during an interview' while a 
C. I. 1). offi e'er remains seated l^etwe^m the two during the interview? 

(h) Will the nun’l)le the Member lx» pleased to lay a copy of the 
rule or order goveniing this «>n the table? 

MEMBER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
Hon’bla Sir Hugh Btaphonoon): {a) (ir» eminent have ascertained 
thrt i|^s has ocvximHl though it ih not ^he gt*neral practice. 

(h) ThaiwJfa no rule on the subject, but (lovernmeut are i'^suiiig 
inUtruciions fos the provision of chairs. 


Diioontiniiinoa of oartain trains on Katihar-Codagari line. 

•XLI. Babu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: {a) Will the Hon ble 

the Minister in charge of the Ib'partment of Public Works (Railways) 
be pleasfsl Ui state the n*aH<»n for discontinuing the running of the 
17 Up and 18 Down trains in the iCt»tihur4io<lagari ftailway line? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware of the incontfeuience caused 
thereby to the jXMiple of Malda? • • 

(r) Are the (iovemment cHUisidering the desirability of {aking steps 
to move the proper authorities to'rosuine the running of the same trains? 

« MINISTER In olMWia of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
[RAILWAY!] (Oia Nonn)tji Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad Khan 
QllUinavi)t (n) The trains were discontinuinl owing to the reductioou 
in (he Fuel (Irant in the Budget of tho Eastern Bengal Railway for tho* 
year 192^1^4. 
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(6) Ko repreientation on the rahjoet b<i« bw»n ref^irfd, 

(c) Tbe atiebtion oi tba autboriiiMt of tbo Eavtorn Bonsai Bailwff 
▼ill be drawn to tbe eubject-matter of the qnMtion. * ^ 

Faiiurt of poddy orop In Boigrt. 

•XLII. Dl^. 4 . M. DAB QUPTAs (a) h tbo Eon blo tbo Kofbber in 
rbarfre of the Deportment ol Itetonue aware ibai tbu )[eiar in tba duirict 
of Bo|yrra — 

(i) tbe outturn of paddy is considerably below tbo aeorlgo, and 
(tt) wide areas of land in the tbanas of Adamdiurbi, Dbupcbancbia 
and Shiq)ur are remaining fallow as paddy transplaniatioaa^ 
could not be carried out for want of rainP 

(b) Has tbe Hon’ble the Member ascertained whether any special 
relief measures are likely to W necessary in these places in tbo near 
future? 

(f) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmatire, will the Hod^ble 
the Menil>er l>e pleased to lay on the table a statement containing the 
aj»pn)xiniate figures under the following heads — 

(f) area affect«Ml, , 

(li) p<»pujation, ' 

(in) outturn of poddy in the district this year, and 
ur) previous stink of {mdd) or rice in the district? 

(>/) Will the Hon'hle the Member be pleaseil to state the amonlit of 
money realised by (fovernrneiit out of the loan given ioHhe pOOpltl^Pf 
the district after the last flood? 

MEMBER in diargo of DEPARTMENT OP REVENUE (Um 
Hon’Mo Ura MahariJadMiraJa Bahadur of Burdwarv): (a) (t*) Tbo 
latest return shows that the jiercentage of tbo normal yield eipeotod 
is only 49 per cent. 

(n) in certain Tnions in thaiias Kahaloo, I)u{)chanchia» Adatndighi 
and Khetlal the anian paddy is * re{H»rted to have failed eotupleiely on. 
account of continued dmug-ht. 

(//) Th|‘ relief measures exjsHjteil to l»e recjuireil are; — 

(1) The grant%f agricultural loans now and more particularly when 
tbe cultivation season commence# — ^tbo Collector has the amount he 
requin's for the current flnaiicial year; the ampunt required by 

v«., Ks. during tlie ensuing year'^^pl be allotted wb^Hbe 

Council votes tbo necessary grant in the bdilgei. 

(2) The sus{>ension of the realisation of loans advanced in previous 
years in the affected area -this has already been given eflect to. 
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(3) The proviaion of employment for those who have to supplement 
theirvinrome from ajfrirulture hy labour. 

(4) Gratuitous relief. 

Xs regards (d) and (4) the Collector is making^ the necessary arrange- 
ments; he ’ll as aready ordered the organisation of a I»cal Committee 
and ho ho]H*s to fital the money rwinired from local subscriptions. 

(r) and (/I) \o further statistical information is available. 


Mlliaancee oaus^ from the use of earth for metaINng Cniid 
Trunk Road. 

•XLIII. Bahu BORODA PROSAD DEY: (a) h the Hoirble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of l»ublic Works aware that the 
practice of the frecjuent use of earth for road-nietalling purposes cauM||. 
a nuisance hy the rai»«ing of dust whi< h afFe<‘i8 the peojile liviaii?^^? 
both sides of the urban portion of the (iraml Trunk Hoa<l, to 
I)e<lestrians. and that articles of food in the shops on both sides are 
also nffectwl? 

(/>) Are the (ioveriiment eonsidermg the desirability of taking neces- 
sary stejis to lemove or mitigate this nuisumey 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS* 
(tha Hon*ble Hadji Mr, A. K. Abu Ahmad Khan Chuznavi); (a) 

Yes. The earth is used for topping the surface of water-bound maoa- 
dam roads. The «»bjert of its use is that the passage of tratHc shall work 
it into the interstices of stone on the .sutface (»f the niad, to form a 
binding material between individual pieees of stone and prevent them 
w'orking hM)se. 

(6) Moorum topping will be used within the Municipal area; so far 
a* funds will [a^rmit. and the grievance will W brought to the notice 
of the Munieipulities concerniMi with a view to getting the roads 
wateret!. 

labu BOROOA PROSAD DEY: Will tho H,.n-bl«.the Minister be 
plen/H<d t.i i!<sue instructions to the t^mrlment thnt this work may be 
done in projK»r sea.Hon and in a pro[>t>r way ^ 

Th# Hm'bto Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZHAVIt 

As far as I am aware this is usually done in the proper time. 


Porting rt a Bdprintendant of AgriotiHiira to Swl. 

Hon?i*‘'a J**”. CHANDRA MITRAl (a) Will the . 

Hon We the Minister ii, ehanre of the Department of Agriculture and •• 
Industnet he pleaseii to stale whether it is a fact that a .Superintendent 
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of Agriculinre has Wn ponied to Son to work out a •cbama of airH* 
euUoral irnfration in tko Birbhuin dintrictf 

(6) Wbat are the qualiheationn of the offieer for the work? 

(r) How lonirhas he been employed on it? 

(d) What in the prOfrrainme of work of the officer for oarrying otit 
ike icheme ? 

How far ban the programme Wen carried out? 

(/) In it a fact that the officer was ]>o«Uh 1 to Suri at the instanco of 
a gentleman of the district? 

(g) If so, has the gentleman ma<le any representation to Governmant 
about the officer’s work? 

(h) Will the Hoii’hh* the Minister U* pleasctl to lay the ronospon- 
dence on the subjwt on the table? 

^MINISTER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
ntilW||TRiE8 (tho Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad Khan 

CbliUnilii)* (<i) The Sui>erinf4Midcut of Agriculture }>osted to Suri has 
l»een posted thert^ in charge of the Jturdwun DiviMion instead of, as 
hitherto, at Howrah. I h*' reason of his Wing jiosted to Suri w'as not 
. to work out a scheme of agricultural irrigati<»n hut to pursue his 
ordinary dtilii's in addition to which it was ho|H*d that, as he had certain 
, engineering qualifications, he would W aide to assist in the promotion 
of irrigation dn (he Hirbhum district. 

(h) The question does not arise. 

(r) The officer was isisted to Suri in July, 19t?d. 

{(1) The fjnestion does not arise. 

(e) The question does not arise. 

(/) The ('hainnan of the District Board of Birbhum {lointed out to 
Ooveminent the desirability of jwwling an agricultural officer in that 
district in March, As a result of this the case w^as examine) and 

it was considered im»re desirable to have the headquarters of the Superin- 
tendent of the Buniwaii Divisicm at Suri ratJier than at Howrah. 

(g) The answer is in tlie negative. 

(A) The answer is in the negative. 


Aop ornm ndi t iow State primiirt in ANptm Otiitral ML 

•XLV.* Mm HEMANTA KUMAR tARKARf (a) Will tho Ho»*bb 
tbn MemWr in charge of the Department of llevenue (Jails) bo pleaaod 
to state whether it is a fact that the female ward of the Alipore Central 
Jail has been allotted to the prisoners undMf nwtraint under Bengal 
Begulaiion III of 1818? 

* (6) Is the Hon'bte tho MemWr aware that on a former occasion 

Mr. C. If. Das and others, while prisoners in th^ Alipore Central Jail, 

2 
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were removed from this Wanl which was then considered unhealthy 
from the i)oint of view of sanitation and accommodation? 

(c) If so, what steps have been taken to improve the sanitary condi*> 
tyns of til is Ward which haveded the Government to put these prisoners 
in that Ward? 

The Hon'ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) Tee. 

(h) Mr. (\ It. Das was removed from this Ward as he was getting 
irregular low fever. Other non-co-operation prisoners continued to 
remain in that Ward and it was not lonsidennl unhealthy from the 
point of view of sanitation and accommodation. 

(c) This question does not arise. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Is the Hon’ble the Memlier in charge 
aware that there were other prisoners in the same ward as Mr. C. R. 
I)aa, like myself, Mr. Sarkur, and Mr. Sasmal, and is it not a fact^ 
that they were removed on account of the in.sanitary condition of the 

ward ? 

Tha Hofi'ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: My information is that 
it is not a fact. It was not on account of the insfiiiitary condition of. 
the ward; however I will make further in<|uiries. • 

Mr. lit M. SEN GUPTA: May I ask the Ilou’hle the McHiilx'r whether 
any provision is made for the physiciil exercise of prisoners in that 
W'ard ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is really msftcrial for a sepimite (jue.stion. 
It iloos tiot arise out of the fact that prisoners vere kept in the female 
ward ; it is quite u different matter. 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA; May I point out that I want to put another 
question later with regard to the want of space in that ward? 

PRESIDENT: If y<iu put that (juration, it will he in ord*'r. 

Mr. d. M. SEN GUPTA. 1)<» the pri'^oners take Jheir exereise in 
that yard !' . ' 

The Hon'tole Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Yes, they do 

Mr. d. M« SEN GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble the Member be able to 
tell UH whether the yard is not a very small one; besides the building 
standing there is hanlly any nxim for persons to have more than a 
5 or 6 yard-run. 

Th. Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Th. Suprrii>t«id«nt of 

thr Jad haa rrportMl that there ia enffieiont room for them to-exerciw, • 
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fend to thi* beit of my recoUection, 1 think them is t badminton court 
there. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I <*annot allow any more supplementary questiona 
cm this particular point 

Allagad prafaranoa in publiaity. 

*XLVI. Baku HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: (a) Will the 
Hon^ble the MemWr in tharfre »»f the P(»liee Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fart that the Police in ('alcutia supply informa* 
tion for puhiieation to certain AuKlu^Iudian patters, ami that the same 
is not 8uppIi<Hi to purely Iiuliaa papers? 

(It) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the llon'ble.the 
Member W pleased to state the realms for this differential treatment? 

MEMBER in ohirga of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tha Hon’hia lir 
Hugh Staphanson): Yo preference is shttwii. A HI heme was drawn 
up some time for hup]»lyiii^f information to tin* Press, nnd Press 
Books wert* inaintaineil in the offices of the Assistant ('uimnissioner, 
North IViwn nnd South Town, wliich were op<Mi to the accredited 
^reprt^'ntutives of any ncws|w[K»rs, hut ns no use was nnide of this 
farility it wme discontinued. 

Babu HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: Is the lloiPhle the MemW 
aware that when (iopi Nath fyha was hrou|?ht lw*forf» th© f’hief Presi- 
dency Mujfistrate at a lute hour in the evening;:, information was ffiven 
by the Prdice only to the An^lo-Indiun pre.ss and not to the Indian 
jueHs ? 

Tha Hon'bla Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I am not aware of that. 

Witar Hyaointb. 

•XLVIl. Bal^ NALINIRANIAN SARKAR: (a) With nfemncc 
to the resolution of the Government on the report of the Water Ilyardnih 
CcanmitU*© will the Jfon'hle the Minister in charge of the Department 
of Agricultffr© and Industries he pleased to state whether any negotia* 
tions havl been made with Mr. Griffiths alwuibit spray? 

(b) If so, what has lieen the result and what are the terms, if any, 
settled with bim, or under negotiations? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleaseci to state whether it is 
a fact that an Indian chemist offered to demonstrate a secret prepara- 
%oii which* he claimed as effective in destroying wpter hyacintl^? 
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(d) If io» waa tli« offer accepted and an eocperiment made f 

(e) If the answer to (^/) is in the affirmative will the Hon’ble the 

Mini»t<*r be pleawMl to state the results of the experiment and the 
n&mes of the jfentlemen who judf^ed the experimental test? ^ 

(/) Has Sir J. C. Bose or any other Indian scientist been consulted 
in the matter? If not, why not? 

(//) Is the Hoirble the Minister considerinjr the desirability of pub- 
lisliiriK fhe correspondence on the subject or of making a statement on 
the matter? 

The Hon’hle Hadii Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN GHUZNAVI: 

(«) Tlie answer is in the affinnative. 

(h) Mr. (iriffiths has offered the use of his spray to the Government 
of Bengal for a periml of d years for a ])ayment of £1,500 with the 
option U) purchase all rights in his spray in Bengal for a further pay- 
ment of at the end of •\ \eaiH if the Government of Bengal are 

fully HatisfiiMl with their experiments with the sjiray. 

(c) Y(*s, on condition that he got a fe( <*f Bs. 10,000 for one small 
demonstration in a tank near ('uleuttu, bother the demonstration was 
suci essful or not. 

(J) Hie cost of the spray was estimated by its inventor at Rs. 5 
per acre, compareil to an estimate of Its. 2 and ])<)88il)ly lie. 1 per acre 
for the (irifliths spray. The cost ot a small ]>reliminary demonstra- 
tion was Us. 10,000 in <*ontrast to the extensive demonstration of the 
Griffiths spray irhiih had In'en giveu free. The substances used in 
tin' spray were not guaranti'i'd fn*e fn>m poison, in contrast to the 
Griffiths spray which had been administered to animals in large doses 
without any harmful effect on them. The amount demanded as a final 
payment was about three times the annnint demainlwl as a final payment 
for the Giiftiths spniy. The iuveuU>r fuither imposfnl stipulations of a 
confidential nature which Government <‘ould not iwssibly accept. For 
these reasons, and particularly the last, negotiations were broken off. 

(c) The <|uestiou does not arise. 

(/) The question does uot arise. ^ 

(y) Government has nothing further to add to iha reply to (d) ol 
this question and Government does not consider it deairafale to puhliih 
the conresj>ondence. 

BtiHl NALININANJAN 8ARKAR: Is it a fact that Governmeiit 
deiddetl Huhsecjiiently to purchase the formula ifrom Mr. Qriffitha and 
that a cluMiue for Us. 40,(H)0 was sent to him. 

Tlw HiMii Mr. A. K. ABU AMED KHAN QHUZNAVIt 

The answer is in the«ttffirmative. 
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Mr. KIIIAN 8ANKAR ROY: WiU th# Hon^ble tho Mimattr be 
pleaaed to atate wbetber it ia a fact that Mr. Griffitha i« a native of 
South Afriea, and a member of the Kenya Colony, 

* The Hofi'ble HadjrMr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN QHUENAVIl 

The answer is in the negative. 


Oeputation ef Mr. 4 . M. Mitn te Engleml in oh^ge of Bengal 
Exhibitstt Bfttiah EmiNre Exhibitiofi* 

•XLVIll. Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKAR: (a) Will the 
Hon'bie the Minister in charge of the Depart meiii of Agriculture and 
Industries 1 k> pleusiMl U) state whether it is a foci that Mr. J. M. Mitra, 
Registrar <if C o-<)j>erative tSiu ieties, has been selected to pnH‘eiNl to 
England in charge of the Bengal Exhibits at Uie British Empire 
Exhibition? 

(b) If so- - 

(i) when will he prweed to England; 

(ii*) how long will he stay then*; and 

(ttf) what remuneration will lie }>aid to him during bii deputation f 

(c) Is it a fact that Mr. Mitra will take a certain stalT with him? 

Ol) If so, what are tlie duties of the staff and what is their numlier? 

(e) Are the memlR*rs of ihj staff (iovernmeut servant*? 

(/) What will l>e their remuneration ? 

(*/) I low has the staff lavri selwted? 

(/i) What are tlie qualifications of the staff seWted for Exhibition 
work? 

(•) Had they any previous exj>erience? 

0) Will the Hon’hle the Minister W pkmsed U) name the jx^mons 
•elected, if any, and to say who have selected tliein? 

The Hon'M. HMiii Mr. A. K.' ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVIt 

(a) The answer is in the iffrtrmaA.ive. 

(h) (i) Tie left for England on 10th January, 1024. 

(fi) During the continuanrx^ of the British Empire Exhibition. 

(ifi) His ordinary' pay plus a sub.>fistence allowance of £1 per diem. 

(c) and (r/) No staff has accompanied Mr. Mitra, but it is proposed 
to employ five assistants to help him to hxik after the Bengal Court 
,,in the Exhibition and elm-en ofH‘ratives to demonstrale the working 
processes of some of the cottage industries in Bengfil. 
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\r) The staff of assistants has not yet been finally selected, but it 
is proj>oHp(l to send three Government servants in the first instance and 
to try to recruit the remaining two assistants from among Bengali resi- 
dAits in London, including both Government officers on leave, if avail- 
able, and outsiders. 

(/) The Goveniment servants 8electe<l here will proceed to England 
on leave and they will get no remuneration beyond a subsistence allow- 
ance of ten shillings jK^r diem. It is proposed to give the recruits 
in England a remuneration of £3 a week. The operatives will get a 
monthly remuneration varying from IN. 50 to Its. 150 while employed 
in conn«*(;(ion with the Exhibition. They will also get an outfit allow- 
ance of eac^h. * 

(//) Mr. Mitra has suggested certain Government servants, but final 
selection will be inailo in consultation with the Organising Committee 
for the Bengal Section of the British Empire Exhibition. 

(//) Acfjuaintance with the eonditions of Bengal industries.' 

(i) If by experience is meant experience of largt' exhibitions the 
answer is in the negative; if experience «»f the industries and condi- 
tions of Bengal th(‘ answer is in the affirmative. 

(j) The member is referred to the answers given to parts (e\and 
(^/) of the question. 

Alleged watoh by polioe of premises No 9, Russa Road North. 

*XLIX« Mr* il. M* SEN CUPTAf (u) Will the Ilon’hle the 
Member in charge of the Police Department he pleaseil to state— 

(i) whether any jKdice officers have been deputed to watch the 
pnuuises No. 1), Hussu Boad North, Calcutta, without a 
hri'ak day and night, or for any |H»ri(Ml; and 

(li) whether he is awun* that the ])rrmises are used by the members 
of the Bengal Legislative Council Indonging to the Swarajya 
Party? 

(5) A\ ill the Hon hie the Memlx'r l>e jdetised to state the reasons for 

the watching of the premises by the ]H>lice officers? 

* • ♦ 

(c) W hat amount of money' is being sixuB for the salary or wages 
for the police officers for the watching of the said premises? 


Thi Hofi’bla Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (o) (i) No. 

(m) Yes 

{b) Does not arise. 

(f) Does not arise.* 
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(intuMTi to whteh mto laid on Uit table). 

Residential c|uertert of District diidige, Midna|Mire* 

7a. Babu 8ATYA KI8HORE BANERdEE: Will the lion Me the 
Member in charffoof tlm Ju4licial I>e^4rtineiit jileased to «tate — 

(i) whether the I>istrirt of Mitlnapom is proviiled with free 

(jUiuler-M; or 

(n) whether he (Mumpies a mntetl house as a monthly tenant ? 

MEMBER in obarge of 4UDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim) : (O No. 

lie tK<‘u|M4‘« a private house for whieh at present no rent is heinjf 
realiHiHl. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: Will the Hon'hle the MemW 
pleased to state if it is not a fact that the Distnel Judges have g'enerally 
tried to evade payment of house rent Y 

Mr. PRESIDENT* I do not lik<‘ the ((uestion in that form, it imputes 
moti^ves, and has nothing to do with any matter of puhlii; inteiest. 

The Hon’bleSir ABD«UR-RAHIMs It is not a fad 

Mohankhaii Cirole Errtbankment. 

• 

77. Babu KHACENDRA NATH CANCUtYl (a) Will the ITon'ble 
the MernU'r in cJiarge of the Di'paHnient of Irngation Is* pleasiul to 
state what attion, if an\, has been taken hy tho Oovernment im the fieti- 
tion suhniitteil h\ the iiihahitants oi village Srindiara in the district of 
Midnapore to the Seen*tarv, Irrigatiim !>epartment, dated the 5th of 
October. 19t,Vt, reganling the urgency of repairs in the embankment at 
0- .'12 miles Mobankhuli Circle, Ajm»ni Swtion, under Oodghnt suH- 
tlivision (V.W.I),)? 

(5) Is it a fact that the hreai’M's winch were cuustni hy the Ohatal 
flcMsI of 1J122 have m>t Immui rcfwired sinc^e? 

• ir) Is it a fact that as a n‘suit of this tHero has lieen failure of local 
crops for the last two consecutive years? 

(fi) If the answer t^) ih) almvo is in the uffimmtive, will the ITon’hla 
the Member l*e pleascul to state wdiat were the reasons for the delay in 
earning out the rejmirs? 

(d Is the Hon’ble the MemW aware that owing to the failure of 
.crops there is a Hkelihmxl of famine bn'aking out in the hH^ality and 
'dhat, unless the breaches are re]mtred immediately, a large area wrill be 
aifectefi ? * 
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member in charge ef DfPARTMEHT ©f IRRIGATION (the 
Hon'ble the Maharajachiira]a Bahadur of Burdwan): (a) It has been 
decided to protect the Mohankhali Circuit partially by raising hmall 
protective bunds at the sites of the breaches. The work has been p;it 
in hand. 

(b) Yes. 

(r) There has been a partial failure of crops on 14 square miles. 

(fl) Financial stringency and the impossibility of making good the 
breaches' till those in the Circuit to the north were stopped. 

(e) No. (lovernment does not anticipate a famine even with a total 
failure i>f crops in so small an area. 

It is iinj)rolMible that a large area will be affected. 


Chief JudgB, CaloutU Small Causes Court. 

7S. Mr. P, N. GUHA: (a) AVill the Hon'ble the Member in charge 
of the .Indicia! Dejiartmeiit l*e pleased to state whether any arrangement 
has Wen made* to fill up the vacancy caused in the Calcutta Small Causes 
Court hy the appointment of Dr. Thonchill in the Bench of the High 
C/Ourt ? 

(b) If so, what is the uatim^ of the arningementP 

(r) Are the (Joverniiient ronsidering the desirability of giving 
gradual promotion to the judges and apj>ointing a mcsmWr of the Pro- 
vincial Judicial Service at the bottom? 

Th« Hon*Wa Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM; (a) Yes. 

(b) Mr. J, ('. (iupta, the 2nd Judge, Small Causes Court, has Wen 
apixdnted to otheiata as ('hief Judge. 

(r) Then* is no question of gradual |w*c^iotion as all the Judges are 
now on n time-sc'nle. There is already one memWr of the Provin«!ial 
Judicial Service on the Bench and (iovemment does not contemplate 
aiqiointing a scmcuhI inetnWr of the Benesh from that Service. 


A siltaB-up route from ChttUgofig toGalouttt. 

79. MotllviiAYYED SULTAN ALhpiV Is the Hon^hle the Member 
in charge* of the Department of Irrigation aware that a route from 
Chittagong t<» Calcutta has been clwed down owing to the silting up of 
the Alaipur Khal, Bamartn Khal and the DanuMlar Kiver? 

{b\ Is the llon’ble the MeiiiWr aware that the route that has been 
cIoschI down was considennl to W* the shortest and safest route from 
Chittiigtmg to (Calcutta? 

(c) the Government considering the desirability of keeping the 
route oiH*n ? » 
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Tim Hoii’lifo IN MAHARAMOHIIIAM eAHADUA of 
fUROWAN: (a) Ym, 

(h) An equally firood route, rid the I^ower Kumar and Madaripur Bhil, 
is^being* maintained. * 

(r) The possibility of keepinir th<' Alaipur Khal op<*n is lieiug iiiTeati- 
gated. 


Froposid Saikhira-Nivaran Railway Nna. 

80. Mtulvf 8AYYED SULTAN ALI: Will (he ITon'blethe Minister 
in charge (»f (he Department of I'ublie W’orks (Ithilways) 1 h» pleased to 
state what stefis have lH*en <»r are being taken to construct a railway line 
from Satkhim to Navaran md Kularou? 

The HofYbla Hadii Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVl! 

The matter is pending with the Railway Board and this (Jovemment have 
no information yet when the Railway Boanl pn>poi»<‘ to sanction the 
construction of the line. 


Wotorwoys Oft Buitlwoii«HowrMi OlioHl Railway. 

81. Baliu 8ATYA KI8H0RE BANERdEE; W ill the Ifon’hle the 
Minister in chargi‘ of‘ the Public W’^orks Ihqmrtmont (Uailwavs) W 
pleased to state whether tiu'i (lovemment arr^ considering the desirability 
of making an irojuiry us to tfie sutficiency of the waterways on the 
Bnrdwaii-Tlfjwnth fliord Railway, under normal r/>nditions of minfall^ 
and als(> in (he case of flood? 

Tho Hofi*blo Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVl s 

The attention of (he meiiiU‘r is <lrawn t»» the n’ply given to a similar 
question Xo, ‘..*01, part (d), in the Sejdeinber, lOJI, Mission of the 
Coum il. X further inquiry is however being made by (Sovernmenl. 

District Board (BspoiMary in Barraokporo rural area. 

o 

•z. RM HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Ilon hW 
the Minister in charge of the DetKirtraent of Ix>cal Self-(}overnm«nt he 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that Mr. D. N. Mullick has offered 
to the 24-Parganas Di.strict Board to contribute H«. 1,800 jier year for 
the establishment of three disj>ensaries in the 24-Pargana* and that the 
said offer has been W'cepted by the said district hoard? 

ih) Is the Ffoii’hle (he Minister aware that ther« is no dis|)ensary 
in the rural area of the Barrackpore subdivisionf 
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(c) Ifl the Hon'ble the Minister also aware of the comparatiTe 

unbealthinesH of the said area? * 

(d) If w) are the Government considerinpr the desirability of asking 
tfn* said district board to establish a dispensary ip the Barrackpore rural 
areaP 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT Of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. G. S* DuU); (a) The answer is in the 
affirnuitive. 

(h) I'he nieiiiWr is referrcnl to the reply given to clause (a) of his 
unslarred (|uosfi<>n No. I'i5 asked at the meeting of the Ist December, 
1921. Besides the municipal disiiensaries, there are two railway dis- 
pensaries in ih(< area, and nearly every one of the numerous mills main- 
tains a dis|»enHarv. In tact the subdivision of Barrackpore i.s probably 
better supplifnl with disiMUisaries than any other part of Bengal. 

(r) Barra<k[>ore apjwMirH to l)e one of the healthiest subdivisions, 
jiidgifig bv the <‘ontinued increase of [nypulation that has occurred during 
the jKist 20 years. In the decade 1901-11 population, increased by 41*7 
|H'r cent., a!id the census of 1921 recorded a further increase of 18*5 per 
cent, against an 8 |st cent, inertuise for the whole of the 24-rurganas. 
The average density ‘>f fiopulation is 2,181 ])er eKpiare mile. tIjc i|iean 
mortality rate is high, but this is largely owing to the large floating 
population, iiuiny of whom are immigrants. 

(d) No. 

AHeged differential treetment in the matter of house allowanoes to 
ofneers. 

S3. Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: ui) Will the Hon’ ble the 
McihImt in charge of the l)e|Kirtinent of I’iiiance Ih» pleased to state 
w'hether it is a fact that ofh»‘ers tdigible for presidency liouse-rent are 
entitled to draw hous<» allowance although they live at Seram|K>re or at 
Barrack |K>reP 

(/>) Is it a fact that otlicers living in places nearer Calcutta, such as 
K<»nnngore. rtturpara, Lillonh, Banihati,. North Bar&nagore, if otherwise 
eligible, an* not entitled to draw the allowance? 

(r) If the answer to ih) 1h» in the aftinnative, will the Bon’ble the 
MemU'r Ik* pleas'd to •^tate the rtuistms for this differtuitial treatment? 

(d) Are the (iovernment considering the desirability of removing this 
anomaly ? 

MEMBER in oherge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tlie Hon’Me 
Mr, J. DofiaM): (a) Yes. 

(h) Ym. 
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(c) The rules h»Te never been altered^ l)ecause» as far as Government 
1^0 aware^ no case of an officer living in any of (he places mentioned in 
(h) and otheririse eligible for the allowanoe has come to notice. 

•(d) No. 


Grand Trunk taud pr^aot. 

84. Bdto BA0RIDA8 COENKA: (a) Will (he ITon'bU^ the Member 
in charge of tht I>ppartmcnt of Irrigatiim Iw pleased to state u^hethcr 
it is in the contemplation of (he Govemmcnt to take up the Grand Trunk 
Canal project at an early date? 

(h) If so, when is it likely to In' inlrotluced in the CtmncilP 

(c) Is it a fact that the »*nices of a (^iief Engineer an^ still Wing 
retained in connection with the Grand Trunk Canal project? 

id) If so, will the Ilon’ble the MemWr Iw pleast^d to state — 

(i) the nature of the work done by the oftifW; and 
(o) the n*asons why his sen icTs an' Wing n'tained? 

TN Hon’bla tha MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BUROV/AN: (o) and (h) 1'his <)uestion is under the consideration of 
*(ioverninent, 

(('■) Yes. 

(d) The Chief Kngine<'r has Wen placiMl on sj>erial duty in addi- 
tion to his t>wn duties to deal wytli the recommendatiotis of the Hetrench- 
inent (Vuiirnittei', he has Ish*!! €»ngag<sl in working out major |m>- 
j(H’ts in connection with tlie llidyadhari and Kumar rivers. 

(n) This question does not arise. 


Dredging Bidyadhart River. 

88. BabuBADRIDAS COENKA: (ot Will the HonMde the MmnWr 
io charge of (he J>ef>art merit of Irrigation W pleiis<sl to state whether it 
is a fact that the dredging oiK‘mti<ln of the llidyadhari River has provetl 

un.succcssful ? 

^ • 

</;) Is ij a fact that the Wd of the river out by the dredger is Wing 
rapidly re-silted? 

t'r)'' If so, is the Hon’ble the Memlier considering dhe desirability of 
taking any other measure to solve the drainage problcwn of (^alcutta? 

Tht HontMa tha MAHARAJADHIRAiA BAHADUR pf 
4IURDWAN: (a) and (b) The dredged portion of the river has silted up 
*belund thfe dredger to a large extent, but the river below the dredged 
portion has maintained its previous section. * 
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(c) Ye». A proposal to construct a reservoir at the head of the 
river for the purpose of flushing? the silt deposits is under the consideiu- 
tio« of the Corporation of Calcutta who have submitted the project to 
Ooveniment for approval. 


Regiitrar, Sociaties. 

86» Mr. P. N. CUHA: («) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in. charge 
of the Department of Aprriculture and Industries be pleased to state 
whether it was the intention of the Government to keep the poet of the 
Ileg-istrar tvf the CfM>|)erative Societies reserved foi' the members of the 
Provincial Executive Sen'ic>e? 

(h) If the answer is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the Minister 
be phuised to state why the appointment has recently been given to a 
memher of the Indian Civil Sen ice? 

(c) M^ill the Hon’ble the Minister Iw pleased to make a statement 
w*ganling the policy of the (fovernment by which the future appoint- 
ment of the lb‘gislrar will generally be governed? 

The Hon’ble HttUi Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

(a) The answer is in the negative, 

(h) The ({ueslion does not arise. 

(c) Subject to the provi.so that it ig oj)en to Government to appoint 
to the iM>st (vf Hegi.stmr a memlx^r of the Indian Civil Service or the 
holder of a liste<l jmst, should it lie found desirable in the interests of 
the puhli<' servifv at any time to (h> so, the appointment is ordinarily 
open to officers selected fnun the staff of the Co-ojierative Department in 
Hengul, hut the [lolicy of Government is in all oases to select the officer 
best suited for the iHwt. 

Sar a ifipore Wetving Institute. 

87. Mauivi ABDUR RASHID KHAN: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in cliurge of the De(»artnient <»f Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to stjUe whether it is a fact (hat (he Weaving Institute of Serampore is 
gt>ing to transferred to Ilankura? ‘ 

Th« Hon’Ma Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

The answer i» in the negative. 

Waitir^ room at Noakhaii Railway atatiofK 

88. Mauivi ABDUR RASHID KHAN: Is the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the De|ieirtment of Public Works (Kailways) aware that 
thert* is no waiting room of any kind at the Noakhaii ^ilway Station 
either for males or females? 
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Tha HaR>Ma Mr. A. K. AlU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVIi 

The locol Governinent heve do ioforiDation od the nubject but an iDQuii^ 
t^ill be made from the Railway Comi)any. 

• 

'Mttlivi ABDUR RASHID KHAN: Will the Hon’lilc the Minialer 
in charf(e be i»lea.Heil to .state whether any rorommenilatiun will go from 
Government to provide a waiting room then*? 

The Hon’bto Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVIi 

At present no such rc*conmi<‘n«liition (‘an Ih' made. 


Fumes from a factory in Konnagar. 

89. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: in) U the I!on Idc the 
^tinister in charge of the Department of licnal Self-(?overnim’nt aware 
of tlie existence of a Sulphur Kaclorx’ in the midst of the rt*sidential 
(juarter of the Konnagar municipality in Uie distrii'd of H(H>ghlyf 

(h) Is it a fact that the residents there hare com]daiiied alxMit the 
same ? • 

(r) An' the (Jovemment (Considering the desirability of taking any 
steps in the iftatterP 

Mr. C. 8. DUTT: (o) Then* is no Sulphur Kacfory at Konnagar. 
The niemlK’r is fwissibly rcftyring to the (’hemical Works of Messm. 
D. Waldie and Company. 

(h) Complaints have lieen reotdved by the Director of Public Health 
in regard to fumes from the workshop. 

(r) Officers of the Public Health Department have frequently iiiNpec- 
ted the factory in company with the ('hief ln«]HM'lor of Faf'Uiries and it 
i» understfxxl Uiat the recommendations made with a view to {)reventing 
the Duioanoe have been duly carried out. It ia also understcxid that the 
Company will portly inst^d two. additional Gay Lussoo towers whic^h 
will greatly reduce, Jf not entirely prevent, the escape of gas from, the 
workshop. 


IciilMMr ill oirtaiii Umbbi of tlii B^FirfiBM. 

ii. MhB HIM CHANDRA NASICIRs (a) Is the Hon'hle the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Ixx’a! Self-Government aware 
/^ihat black fever is prevailing in the Bhangar, Baruipur and Jaynagar 
thanas of the 24*Parganas disiricif 
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ih) If »o, are the OoTerDment considering' the desirability of opening 
centres for frr^e treatment at these places? 

Mr. C. 8. DUTT: {a) The Director of Public Health has no special 
refM>ri of Bla< k fever (Kala-azar) being prevalent in the Bhangar, Barbi- 
pur and Jaynagjir t lianas of the 24-rargana8. The number of deaths 
reiKirted Irom Kulu-azar in these thanas during the past three years is as 
follows : — 

1921. 1922. 1923. 

Bhangar thana . . — — 1 

Baruipur . . — 1 1 

Jaynagar . . — — — 


ToUl .... 1 2 


Thew* figures <lo not suggest any great prevalence of the disease, but 
it ap(M‘uis that during the year some 1,W0 cases of Kula-azar have lieen 
tHMited at a ndief centre establishcMl by the B^stoopur Co-operative Anti- 
iriulurial S(H:ieiy; and it is jiossible that some of these cases came from 
parts of Bhangar thana. Theie is an .\ii1 i-iualariul ('o-operaiiv« Society 
at llarinavi also not far from Baruipur, at which 8 cases of Kala-azar 
have ts*<ui treated. The 24-Parganas Distrii t Board and the municipali- 
ties of Baruipur and tfaynagar have been re(iuest(‘d to submit a report 
on tin* prevalence of Kala-azar in tbe ibanas in (juestion but their reply 
has not yet b<*en rmdvcd. 

ih) Ues[H)nsibility for the preveiitimi of disease and the provision of 
medical rcdief is ]irimarily a duty of local authorities, e.g., municipalities 
and district boards. There are municipal dis|iensanes at Baruipur and 
Jaynagar and a con»i«lcruble number o! district board dispensaries situated 
in the thanas in (juestion, viz., two in Baruipur thana, two in Jaynagar 
thana, and one in Bhangar thana. 

It is und(*r.stood that tbedistrict board of the 24-Pargana8 ha.s arranged 
to subsidise the (Vntral Co-o|M'niii ve Anti-malarial Society with a view 
to the 4‘stublishment of almut 50 brdiudi societies fob dealing with 
malaria and Kala-azar. Government have, also made grant of R.s. 10,000 
to this siM-iety, half of which is earmarked for Kala-azar work, and ^ 
grunt of lU. 5,000 to the Bengal Health A.ssociation which ha^t also been 
carrying out Kala-azar relief work in the 24-Pargana8. ^In fact more 
ndi«»f work is now l>eing undertaken against Kala-aiar in the 24-Par- 
gi\nas than in any other part of the pmvince. Government have no 
intention of themselves o|>ening relief centres for Kala-aiar. The policy 
of Goveniment with regard to anti-Kala-azar measureeis stated in detail 
ill their Beeidulion No. 2671 P.H.. of the 6th November, 1923» pub- 
lished in the Calcutta Gazette of the 7th idem. 
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. 91. MMHvi ABDUL QUADiERf (a) U the ffou^ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Public Works (Hallways) aware that 
passengers, espw'ially the female passf*i»grrs, suffer much trouble anH 
inconvenience at the .Ihikergarha Ohat Bridge Railway Station (Eastern 
Bengal Railway, Central Section) for want of a platform? 

(h) If the answer is in the aftiniiutive, art' the Oovemmeni coiisi<ler- 
, ing the desirability of asking the railway authorities to remedy this 
grievance of the public as early as {logstble ? 


The Hen’Me Had|i Mr. A. K. ABU AHMID KHAN QHUZNAVl! 

(fl) Government have no information. 

ih) The attention of the llailwav authorities will be drawn to the 
subject-matter of this question. 


RMtroh work in ootton. 

92. Btbu 9AILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURi I Will the non'ble 
the Minister in charge of the IXqiortmont of Agrioultuno and Industries 
Ik* pleased to state whether it is in the eontemplaiion of the Government 
^to ('of)tinu^ the w(»rk on cotUm in Bengal in the Department of Agricul- 
ture? • 

The Hon’hle Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVls 

( f<‘vernnu*f«t <le< i(le(l in \hiy, to c/>ntinue for another year the 

r<*Mnir('li w«>rk in e(it|{»n whu‘h |}a<l at that time Ikhmi going on for 'JJ years 
as it wa.s ho|ti>d (hat by the exfiirj' of one yesxr’s time rsmclusive results 
would l»e obtaiiHMl and the inquiry would lie comidetesl. 


Dufliar graftt. 

93. Maulvi ALLAH BUK8H SARKARs (a) Will the Hoi/ble the 
Minister in charge of the Dejiartmcnt of Education lie plcascrl to staU* 
whether the whole of the Durbar grant allotb^ to Bengal baa Ihh*ii dis- 
tnbuted? If not, wjiy not? ♦ 

(h) Is the Hmi’hle the^Mini.ster aware of the rapid j-migress of pri- 
mary edu<mtion in this province?* 

(c) Is the llon’blc the Minister also aware that the Durliar grant 
already sanctioned to the District Boards is inadequate? 

(fi) II so, are the Goveniment considering the desirability of iricreas- 
ingthe said grant for this province? 

MINISTER in ohnrgi of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tlio 

**Hon”Mo Mouhri A. K. Hin|)i (a) The whole of the Durbar 

• *■ 
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gTftnt ha® baau diitnbtited. This g^raut ainoiiiiisd to Es. 9,25,000 otll 
of which nix lakhs were allotted for primary education. 

(h) During the last quinquennium endings 1921-22 the number of 
primary schwds and students attending them was 35,615 and 1,164,597, 
respeaively, as against 32,588 and 1,159,786 of the previous quinquen- 
nium ending 1910-17. The increase therefore is 3,027 schools and 4,811 
students. 

(r) Btviides the Durlwr grant other recurring grants were made by 
the (lovernment of India from; time to time for the expansion of primary 
education; but with the introduction of the Reforms in the year 1921 
these rerurring grants came hr an eml under the special financial settle- 
ments made witlj the provinces. Since then the expenditure on primary 
education has lH><*n met from Provincial Revenues and the total exjiendi- 
ture during the year 1922-23 amounted to Rs. 19,86,316. It is admitted 
that til is sum falls short of the amount needed for the expansion of 
primary education in this Province but as the Memlier is no doubt aware, 
the activitit's of (Jovemmeni are unfortunately hampered by reason of 
financial stringency. 

(fj) (lovemment hope, with the co-operation of the memliers of this 
Council, to extend primary education when funds become available. 


Election of members of Stamfing Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 desire to remind members of the Council that 
the lialJot will lie taken for the electiop of inemlK*r.s to the Standing 
Committees to-morrow the 27th lietween the hours of l-JtO and 2-55 p.i£. 

The House will now proceed with the general discussion of the 
budget of the Government of Rengal for the year 1924-25. 


DItoiicsion of tlio iudgct of tho Covommont of Bangil for 1924*25. 

■MNl iUKlARMN CHAKRAVORTY: Sir, I would like to say a 
few words on the budget presented to the Council on the 18th last by 
the HorPlde Meml)er in charge of Finance. The Eon’ble Member, tired 
of defint Imditets siiU'O the reforms, ^as managed this year to present 
what he could call a surplus budget. Now what is the amount of this 
surplus!' Only about a lakh of rupees. But the Hon’ble Member tell* 
us that he could have shown a larger surplus had he not provided 36 
lakhs for nation-building purpoeea. The argument is pJausihW, but 
examined clos«dy has not much subetance. For stripped of this provi- 
sion the budget vrill not have even the appearance of a ptrosperomi 
budget. What we want is not a surplus budget tecbmeally so called^ 
* but a prosperous budget. 
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It appears from the budget estimates presented by the Hon’ble tHe 
Finance Member that we have three fwincipal mmiren of inwime, vit.-*- 
(1) Land Revenue; (2) Excise; {l\) Stump; and on all the thrfH» heada 
the estimates are grt»ater than the revise<t estimates of 1923-24, thi 
excess coming to about *20 lakhs. The extdunatiou ia unconvincing. 

As regartls Excise, the Hon’ble the Finance Member says, ** we 
auticijmte a further inc rease of 0 lakhs under the head of Excise." 

In another place he says, ‘*the growth of the Excise revenue has 
further lH*en accelerated by tin* collu|>s<‘ <if the non-ciMijwralion move- 
ment. This feature, namely, tiiat Exvisi* revenue is one of the three 
princijad sources <»f income makes the budget of the (iovernment of 
Bengal a budget (»f de'*|)aii, not of ho|»e, as one of flie thriH‘ legs rests 
on a slipixuy base." 

The llon’lde Fiimine Memlwr may thiiik that with the collajvs** of 
moi-c(w»[H‘uition we ma\ uiitici|Kite a fiirtlier iiKieast* of (> lakh-*. 
But rjon-(*o-oiM*raf ion has aliead> dtuie its wcuk and unless it.* work is 
undone by missionary lalmur under the ausjuces of (lovcinment in tin* 
opinmite direction, its effect, (uhI willing, will continue to 1 m' felt in the 
progressive decreasi* of tin* Kx<ise revenia*. It jmins ine and makes 
me almo-*^ unable to suppiess teajs to think that a nation, so advamed 
in civj,lisatiun, should n<>t leseut tlie idea of exphdtiiig a vi<-e of such 
magnitude foi^ the sake of revenue. It may <d <'ourse be ije<'esMary 
to tax ami sometimes to o\er-tax a \ice in older to diseounige it and 
without gi\ing any facility for its commission. Tin* tux thus derived 
is not (dijei I ninalde. But to give facilitie.s f(»r the use* of liquor unH 
other excisable niiicles for tl»e •ttake of revenue, is to my mind and 
ai'cording to all social and religious codes, a vice. Tem|s'rance is ti 
well known subject of British Missionary w’ork throiiglioiit the world 
and their efforts liuNe borne amph* truit in the creiition of a “ dry 
Ameiica.*’ 

If. thanks to the social ami religious regeneration of India, Excise 
revenue should altogether <*euse, ns it may (eas<* at no distant dale, the 
finances of Bengal will Is* in a liojadess mud<Ue. The only ways out 
of the diflicuity would Is* (!> n*t rtundinrent in ex|M*ndituie, (2) fresh 
Bills of taxation. * , 

•India is too jioor to Ireai'lhe liurderi of further taxation. The three 
Bills of tax*tion of 1921-22 were introductsl under i»eeulmr circum- 
stances. • The* reforms had b(»en introduced but there wuis no money to 
work them. On the contrary, while Boralmy U*giin the reforms wjfb 
a surplus of 2 crores 42 lakhs, Madras 2 crores 41 lakhs, the United 
Provinces 2 crores 17 lakhs, the Punjab 1 cmrt* 90 lakhs, Burma 2 crores 
26 lakhs, Bengal lK‘gun the reforms with a <leficit of over 2 crorea. 
^trenchmf ni alone was thought insufficient to cx>|)e with (be situation. 
Taxation, under the circumstaiices, w*as thought to he the only way 

• ^3 
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out of the difficulty and that was resorted to and the 3 Bills of taxatioik 
liecame law — 

(1) The Stamp Act. 

( 2 ) The Court-fees Act. 

(3) The Amusement Taxation Act. 

The circumstances calling for taxation were of a non-recurring nature 
and have ceased to exist but the taxes remain and are realised. Is there 
any justification for the continuance of these taxes? I think none. 
Retrenchment was the only other, and circumstanced as Bengal w'as, the 
only remedy. Cut your coat ac^cording to your cloth **’ is an adage 
as applicable to ywlitical us to domestic economy. On the contrary 
if we further tax an already over-taxed people excepi for some un- 
avoidable contingency affecting their own existence, we shall only be 
spreading discontent, i>overly and starvation with all the evils which go 
in their train. 

The current year is, according to the Ilon’ble Finance Member, a 
year of prosi^erity, justifying, in view of large balances, the inclusion 
in the ensuing year’s budget, of works of real development. I con- 
gratulate the Hoii’ble Member uikiii this. At the same time it must 
be remeinlK'red that if the enhancement of Stamp and Court-fees duties 
1 m' deducted from the duties realised on those heads, the budget will 
lose its charm and InHome an ordinary deficit budget. The real criterion' 
of credit is the benefit conferred on the p(>ople without aclding to their 
burden of taxation. 

This brings us to the question of n»trenchment. 

I would give the Ilon’ble Member <^fdit bn- what retrenc hmeiit 
he has effc'c ted on the i-ecommendatioii of llie Heti-enchment Committee 
and before the npisiintineiit of (hut coinmitttH^ at the instance of (Gov- 
ernment and invite him to mh* if further retrenchments are possible. 
Ret us first take up general administration. 

The administration is nin in the transferred departments bv 3 
Ministers and in the reserved deimrtments by 4 Memliers. Each of 
them* 7 draws a yearly pay of Rs. 64,(K)0. Formerly the whole work 
ust'd to b«‘ done by a Ideuteniuit-Ciovernor, Owing to, such extravagant 
numbers and salaries the adininistration Jins becpme a toi^heavy ad- 
ministration which should be sulwtantihlly lightened at the top before 
its stability can lie secured. • 

As rt'gards the Legislative Council, there is a larger pfovision for 
travelling expenses to the extent of Rs. 23,(KK). 

Already there is a general comidaint that more is paid for mem- 
bert* travelling cxikuiik*s than is necessary and (here should be no 
increase. Turning, then, to education we find that the establishmeni 
of a Muhammadan Arts College is foreshadowed in the ensuing year. 
The establishment of a purely Muhammadan Arts College in these days 
of increasing consolidation and assimilation of the two oommunitiea 
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doM not to be urgent and might well have been (loetponed^ 

There is a provision in the budget for Hs. 1,U0,(M)0 in 1924-25 on tCia 
head. It is for my Muhammadan fellow-country men to say whether 
there is any pressing neetl. If then? is not, u’hy aoeentuuta a differenae 
belween the two oommunities by calling it u Muhammailan College!* 

Police. — The cry against the |K>lice i.s an old cry in the wildernes*. 
Advantage is often taken oCtlistuilied times lo incrtMiw the exjiendi- 
tore, but ollowuur^s are seldom made for times of |H‘a(’e and quiet to 
substantially reduce them. Thus in 1921-22 there was a rise of S5 
lakhs but in 1922-23 there was a fall of only 5 lakhs ami the state of 
things in 192t)-21 has never l)een restored. 

In reviewing the wh»de budget the Council will not foiget the cute 
standing fact that the taxes of 1922 were im|H>s(Hl to iniM^t a non- 
recurring deficit and after they had done their |)ari they ought to havo 
been repealed to relieve the starving millions of this additional burden. 
If you impf)se a tax everj’ time you want it Government will never 
lie in wont but the jieople will always 1 m*. I am not unmindful that 
the award of the Meston Committee has created a bunlen which if 
pressed would require to be discharged. But it would lie a tlangeroua 
precedent if taxes imi>ose<I under extraordinary circumstania's i)re- 
Kumably^for a imrticular puriK)se were allowed to continue after that 
es]»e<;ial purpose was s<'r>ed. to swell the ordinary revenut*s of the 
country, Tli^ Council will, in this connection, remcmlM*r that tbero 
are large balames in view of which it is proi>ONfMi to undertake public 
works to the extent of (S<S lakhs of rufiees. The Council will consider 
if they can retain tin* taxes and Iwast of a pros|i**rous budget. What I 
mean is that these new public* works are done by pnictically im|H>sing 
taxes; and when 1 congratulate the Ilon'ble Finame MenilsT on tbo 
value and usefulness of the works, I cannot conceal from myseJf the 
gt*nuine fear that any addition to the burden of taxation iiiighC lead 
to disastrous result.s. Equally im{)ortnnt and urgent with, if not more 
im(Kirtnrit and urgent than, the public works referred to alrovo is the 
work of removing silt from near the mouth of the Boral river where it 
issues out of the Padma near Saida Police Training College in Uajshahi. 
In answer to questions put by me in this Council Government has 
admitted that the silting up of thejioral near its mouth has |irejudicially 
affecterl the sanitation and navigation of a large jKirtion of the 
dietricts of Hnjshahi and Pabna ^ind that the attention of Government 
has Ireen <kre(ied to these facts. In a budget which provides for so 
many public works of the same nature the omission of the Boral is 
unfortunate and I rcMjue^vt the If on’ file the Finantv MeinlM*r to W so 
good as to include it. 

nm SATYENDRA NATH ROY OHAUDHURI Bilmiur: I d.Hin it 
mv duty to take jmrt in the budget discussion however humble it may be. 

•• 1 congrntnlate the Hon’ble the Finance Member for his presenting 

a surq^lus budger a*» he has been pleased to describe it. Though not ft 
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deficit budget I cannot call it a pi-oeperity budget on which the people 
can rejoice. I thank the Hon’ble Member as he hag relieved us from 
an anxiety that he has not again asked us to sanction fresh taxation*. 
I*would have joined in a chorus of praise if lie could only even partially 
relief the taxjiayers from the new taxes imposed only two years a^ro. 
The increase in the stamp duty has affected the poor and the needy 
vitally. If by further economy and retrenchment he could make further 
savings in the expenditure he could shower his benefaction to those 
affected people. 

In answer to a (juestion put by my friend Rabu Naliniranjan Sarkar 
the Ilon’ble Member told us the other day that the total savings up to 
date i.s Rs. 4,40,470 as recommended by the special officer deputed for 
the purpose. This is certainly ver>' disappointing in comparison with 
the total figures recommended by the Retrenchment Committee. The 
Retrenchment Committee* was comiK>8ed of men of vast experience and 
aolier judgment and it is difficult to understand how their recommenda- 
tions W(*re ho liglitely jKissed over 1 am glad to note the robust opti- 
fnism of the llon’lde Finance MemlnT without its (pialifyiTig words of 
caution. 1 only wish that his visions are materialised and we find a 
iubstuntia) saving towards the enrl of the year to 1 k» utili.sed in useful 
works of nation-building departments. 

The Iloii'Ide th<* Finance Member lias given us a comparative state- 
ment of last thns* years together with tlu‘ ensuing >car and he has 
shown that from a deficit of Rs. 1^,48,21,000 lie has brought tlie Vnulgtd 
to a small surplus, Thi.s is an improvement which no one can deny 
and for which the Ilon’hle the Finance MemlH*r is to lie complimented. 
Rut the (|uestion is whether there is further room for retrenchment 
in all department.s and (‘onsecpiently of much more wivings. The i>eople 
•till believe. iluMigh rightlv or \vrourl\, that there is “till enough scope 
for retrem hment and savings. * 

I am glad to find Hs. 1,44.(KK) provided for colonisation scheme in 
the Sundurhuns of Rackerganj and th(‘ 24-1’aiganas. They will prove 
not only fruitful hut useful also. They will not only augment (lovem- 
ment revenue hut provide laiuls and bread to ])eople who an* really in 
nml of it. From the (Jovernmeut point of view larger allotment for 
neltlemeiit ofx'ration.'^ may he souml, they inereast> (lovemment 
nwenuo by enhancement in temiK>raril\' settled estates and also by the 
sale of court-ftM' stamjH reijuire<l for the civil litipitions that generally 
follow such o|H'rations. Rut such settlement operations arw sometime*. 
ItMiked uix>n as harra.ssing by the {jeople and they are positively bard to 
the p(H>r who cannot U>ar the legitimate and illegitimate expenses that 
entail tliem. 

The HonMde the Finance Memln^r on jwge 16 of his report has' admit- 
ted that there has been a fall in litigation in the current year, but I 
do not find a coiTesfionding reduction in the expenditure of the Judicial 
Department. 
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I notice with regret that no real effect haa been giren to the very 
wi«e and aalntarj' recotiuieudationH of the RetreucKment Conunitiee 
c<mtained in porajrrapha 19* 22, and 23 of their report and no aubatautial 
reduction has Wen made in the espt*nditure of the Excii^e Deportment, 

I do not pmpoae la Pnt down the normal expenditure of an eirniufr 
department like the Fore'^t, but at the name tiiiw' I cannot refrain from 
oWening that inatead of providing Ra. 80,000 for the imprt>vement 
coinmnnications, etc., in a year it could have l)een provided in two yeaw 
and the balance ahould have In'en devotetl to the immediate relief of 
rural water-niipply. 

The inojit effect iv<» ( ut ivronnnemled hy the RetrtMichment Com- 
mittee under the head (teiieral Adminiatration in i>amgra|>h 90 of tho 
rejKirt ha« not yet l>een gi\(*n effec’t to, had the (lovernment se<'n ita way 
to aiM^*pt liuH rerinnno'ndution the net .Hiivinga of R*. 5,20,(KK) could 
have Wen easily placed in the handa of the Uon’hlo MinisteiH to develop 

education and .sanitation. 

• 

IVu'soiially T do not ladong to that .*«'hool of thought (|M>liticlans) who 
would rulhlcHsly cut down the ex|K’ndituie of the Ihdiee Department 
even to the detriment of efficienev , hut at the same time 1 wouhl like to 
see all ivusouiihle retriMu hnuMit to la* curried out to fix'd the starving 
departments. 

Mans of tbe nn»st rcasonuhle ret'ommendations of the Uetn'to’hment 
rornmitfee ifi this dejiartmeiit have Ikx'ii overlooked and T do not umler- 
.staiid u!i\ the }Ktst offices of this department should not he closed and 
tho-e uTine< e**s»i V highly paii^ ofiices shoiihl not In* abolished to make 
proNisiMM for (pialifii’d (dficcis with dctecfiv** abilities in eveiv district. 
Tt u matter of ordinarv knowledge that the Distrii t Police adminis- 
tration con.stituted us it i.s now is moie for prevention than for detection 
ot crimes. In casi's of ciimes \^ith premeditation and couspiiacy they 
are absolutely helpless unles- spc‘cially talented ofllcers are deputed for 
the puriK)s<». I venture to suggest that more Tiidianisation of the District 
Administration by offu'crs cd exceptional adininistrutive atid detective 
abilities will not only result in economy but will increase its real 
efficiency. 

I cannot apjirove tho wisdom of providing a lakh of iu|H*es for the 
supply of iron cots and nioSijui(o,< urtains to the force. I pncsume they 
are intendail for the constables who live in barracks. One who i» 
ac<{uaintetl with the internal life of tho conKtiiblcN living in barrai ks will 
at once agree with me that these are ipiite unnecessary for them ua at 
least T5 |>er rent, of them live in a much more lavish style. 

In the matter of building accommiHlation 1 am sorry to note that the 
claims of Bengal Prdire have been neglected in « oiiii>arison with their 
fortunate* brethren of the (’alcutta Police though the mufassHl people 
livt? and work under more arduous and inconvenient situs f ions. 
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The rral defect of the present administration is that it is top-heary. 
f?o lonff ns vou do not rectify it and apply the savings to free primary 
edacation, anti-malarial operations and rural water-supply the people 
oTBf^ngal will not be satisfied. ^ . 

I am glad to find that a iwovision of one lakh of rupees has been 
made for the extension of medical relief in rural areas and Rs. 20, 
for paytnent of graiit in emergent cases. Though these sums are (luite 
inadiujuate for the purpose, it is surely a move in the right direction. 
I would like to see further expansion in medical education and like 
Mynieiisingh Medical School other medical schools should be started as 
early as practicable. This will not only extend medical help to rural 
areas but will provide a living for a goo<l number of our'young men. 

The grant for improvement of rural water-supply, quinine* grants to 
local b(Hlies and sifccially giant for anti-malarial measures are very 
inadfMjuate and should have received iduch better consideration. 

Last of all I come t(c Kducation. I deplore the action of the Gov- 
ernment in not rejHniting llie non-reeuning grant of three lakhvS of 
riqu'es to the (’alcutta Fniver.sity and raise niy emphatic protest against 
the action. If it is the outcome of a long-standing controversy lietween 
tlm Government and the I'niversity about the merit and demerit of which 
I do not proix)s<^ to say anything at pre.sent, I strongly deprecate the 
course. If the Government desires that the (^alcutta V nivorsity, which is 
the alma mater of many of us here, should close its doors we cannot^ shut 
our eyes and allow such action. 1 am sure no argument and reasonings 
are nec<‘SHary in such a case. The higher education of the Province 
must he maintained and the Government 1 hojic will leconsider its action. 

r think, Sir, the time now has come when the Government can safely 
doprovinc inline the Government High Schools for Iwys and retrench 
considemhly the highly paid in8|>ecting .staff and then devote this saving 
to the development of medical and vocational studies. 

T am sorely disa[>i¥>iiited to find that the promises which Mr. P. C. 
Hitter, the fonner Minister of Education, made in his budget speech of 
Marc h I, 1922, has not Wn fulfilled or his jM)licy with regard to special 
educational grant for the depressed 'classes who are very backward in 
educ'ation I»ns not l»een followed. The depressed classes of Bengal form 
a substantial jx^rtion of the jmpulation and tftey contribute their fair and 
due shan^ of the taxes. It would be cruel if they do not gei fair facili- 
ties for their educational advancement. T hope in the supplementary 
budget the TTon’ble the Minister will ear-mark a substantial sum for 
educational facilities for (he depressed classes. 

In (‘onclusion I thank the Gov'ernment for providing Rs. 60,000 for 
the constructicuj of n cpiadruple Munsifi at Pirojpore in the district of 
Bac'kerganj, thu.'« working out a long-}H‘nding scheme and Tneeting a 
long-felt n ving wan\ of the place. 
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Mr. W. L. TRAVERti In my upon tli« budi^t discufiioD 

last year, Sir, I felt it my duty to criticijie and to attack certain pro- 
poatla of the Ben^l Ketrenchment Committee. Although I am now 
ahia to conicratulate the Hon’hle Member upon what I then deacribad 
a« the “ sweep up ” of the administration, I am still of the opinion 
that there has been undue economy in serenil din»ctions, notably in 
rejrard to the natiun-builidng departments of Ajrriculture, Public 

Health and Medical and in rcjrard to the Police. The reasmi for my 
attitude is the same ns it was then. It is liet'ause I lielieve that undue 
economy in these directions most seriously affects, cither directly or 
indiicctly, the ikmu of the ]*n)vince, tho>c who ha>c the ilithrulty to 
obta’n their livelihmKl. 

A train, Sir, T said last y<'ar, and I hire said manv times in this 
House, that the deveh»piucnt t»f afrriculturc provides the only meaits 
of obiaiiiinf., that increased wealth which must be secured li» enable ibe 
poor men of this Proviix'e to obtain some comfort and happiness. It 
is satisfactory, therefore, to st*e in this budget that there is to he a 
f(*iwnrd movement by the establishment of two more farms, and 
is specially satisfai torv to me to find that Isith these farms are in my 
own division of Kajshuhi — at Jal{miguri and Diriajpur. Now, Sir, 1 
am an agriculturist who lives upon and by the soil, and I have studied 
• the fnatter of these farms for a goixl many years. T am convinced that 
these farms mre of great use to the raiyats. Although perhap.^ the 
raiyats has little education, he is nevertheless a %'ery shrewd and prac- 
tical person. If he sees with his own eyes that lietter crops can ha 
secured by improved methods, he udopt,M those methods. Then' 

is, therefore, radiating from the centre a circle of improved method 

und improved culture. That circle increases in sijse slowly, it is tni«, 

but nevertheless steadily. I venture, Sir, however to give one word of 
warning to the Hon’hle the Minister in regard to these farms. It is 
obvious to anyone who has studied the reports of the Department (hat 
the .soils of some of the farms alteady in existence me very jMior — they 
are so poor that it must Ik* difficult or even iiiifKissihle to grow suitable 
crops either for demonstration or for ex|>enment. I would advise a 
careful survey in that direc tion. The si>il of every farm should repre- 
aent one of the main t^’pes of seffi in common use in the district. It 
ehould neither he better nor wors** than a type soil of the district, I do 
itot believe myself that it is pAssible to make any farm pay until it 
baa been ib use for at least 15 years. Some revenue may indeed be ob* 
tained but demonstration, experiment and research — these are the 
tkinge which make a farm valuable to the raiyat. But those lanne 
may be made very much more useful to the raiyat if only non-officials 
would help in (heir progress, I venture to appeal to the members 
of this House to form ngri cultural asAocintiofi'^ to advertise these farms 
•in order *to bring the raiyat more in touch with them, I ask the 
tnembers of the Rajshahi Division porticubrly rote for the gmnta 
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for these farms. I also ask all the members of the House to vote for 
thene jfiunts. In the north of Bengal we are backward far behind 
the south of Bengal in many essentials, and I ask, therefore, for more 
i|joi»ey to bring them to the standard of the latter. 

Now, Sir, while I rejoice to see the establishmont of a Medical 
School at Mymensingh, I urge the Hon’ble the Minister and the Council 
to reraeml>er the refwrt of the Advisory Committee apiwinted by Sir 
Surendra Nath Banerjea. That Committee — I am speaking from recol- 
lection but I believe I am correct — recommended that after Mymen- 
singh the next Medical Sch<M)l should be established in the far east at 
Chitiagmig and in the far north at Jalpaigiiri, T have no time to 
detail the weighty arguments for the establishment of a Medical School 
at Julpiiiguri in the neighbourhood of tea-gardens where there is a 
large field of enjployment for the students. But I would venture to 
remind Government and the meiuberH of this House that we at Jalpai- 
guri are doing our best to deservi* the school. We have already 
collected Its. 40,000 for the enlargement and iinprr>venient of the 
hospilal, Hv file generosity of the .sliaie-liolilers of t«‘a-ganlen>, hotli 
British and Indian, and of the general public we hope to complete 
the suin ( f Its. 75,000 \vhi< h is neechsl for the enlargemenf and expansi«)n 
of the hospital. % After that we intend to appeal to the other District 
Boards of the division for help in regard to the recurring charges. 
That being s«), T tru.st that Government and this House will, should 
the financial position improve, help us later in th(‘ year with a sujJple- 
incntary grant. in the m'xt year by providing funds for th(‘ establish- 
ment of a Medical School at .Tulpaiguri. 

My next subject is that of jsdice (‘fliviemy. It is relatt*d so much 
to the \\«*ll-heing <»f flu* |H‘oph* (d tiu* l‘ro\mcc that 1 trust that the 
hon’hh* memhejs of tliis Hou^^e will hsik at it from tliat jKiiiit of vi<*w. I 
myself \i>ile(l the Sal dab l*oli< e S<*h<»ol lust \ear and carefully ins|H*cted 
the whoh* of the training. I was astonished to suu the <*fli(‘iencv of the 
work that uu.s <lone at that s<ho<»l. The work i.s hard hut it must be 
of the greatest \alue to (‘\<*i\ rei iuit at the M*ho(d wliether As.sistant 
SujHuintendi'iit, suh-ins{HM lor oi constalile. One item of training I may 
bring to the notiee of the House is this continual insistence day after 
day is placed upon the duty of the pijicemen to help the general public. 
He is taught that his duty does not liedn the prevention and detection 
»>f crime only hut he has to help any individual who desires it, so flwt 
they might become in time like the policeman in Great ‘Britain. I 
urge Government to restore the Sardah School to what it used to be 
lu'foie the days of economy, I am certain that il will pay the Province 
to do so. 

There are tyvo others direi'tious fiji* which funds, are urgently 
required. The travelling allowances of oflicers in the various classee 
have Wen cut to such an extent that it interferes very seriously not 
only yvith the preveitioii of crimes hut with inspection also. I am 
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glud to sm that there is to )>e some correction in that direction by meani 
of an allotment. Se<*t»«dly, the provision of decent quartern for con* 
stables is an urgent matter. Ctuisiable cannot keep decent health it 
they live in some of the houses with which they are provided. I oan 
assure (he House that* we teu-phintei> would Im» iishauied to put our 
m»lies in house's like some of the quarters providiNl hy (loverinnent for 
the constables. I ask the Hengal (foveriiment to do something in this 
diiection. 

Finally, Sir, I ask this House to support the allotment in the 
budget for the building of the I.ower .InhltKca bri<lge iti the Jaljiai- 
guri districts. That bridge d(M*s not only provide the means for tha 
importation of f«>ods(ufi's to a large lea district — a di?«trict in which there 
is a larg<* muiibe! of Indian g.inlen^ ~ but it is .lUo of vrty great advan- 
tage tt» (he iui\at. I'hat biidge and the n»ads |HMinit the- tuivat to 
take his padd\ (<► the lea-gaiden bazuis and thete to sell jl ilirert to 
the tea-garden lalxjureis. The elimination of the nnddleman provides 
the raiyat w ith a mm li higher pi ice for his produce* and the result has 
l»een a very con.sid(‘rable itouease in w'ealth to the small jutdan and 
tenants in the south of dal[miguri. 


Baby BORODA RR08AD OEY: It is a foituiiate c ircumstance that 
thi‘ .Hondde (he I' lnama* Member lias been able to prei'ent in the new' 
(’ouucil a li^dget uf n<» deticit, after three MicievHne \eurs of deficit 
hinlg-els, and (he ('iminil ma\ congratiilali' it^elt u|H)n tin* same. A 
(lost*! will. ho\v<‘ver, vluiw (hut despite the ingenui(> of the 

Finame Mcinhci it nothing hut a ileficit hudget. Much c\jM»c(ation 
lia*< Im'cii liuill u[M)n im ii'aned* levcnue from Stamp, laind Hevetiue, and 
Ex< I'M*. If i> a matter of \4T\ great legiel tiiat Bengal Firiam e should 
re^t iijsin the exjs-ctiMl ire icum* ftom Stamp and Excise, om* indicating 
(hinoiali-alioii, and the othci deca} of the ]M«op]e. In Fund Itevenue 
theie is alw'a\s an uiMcrtainty on aifount of flissls and cyclones as hinteil 
by the I’iname MoiuIk'I, SjH’akingot Excis<* one feels ashainetl in having 
reiduiM* to fbi^ itoenuc (o kceji our liead alMive water. Sir, it is well 
said that the (io\eMnnent policy is not to em’ourage consumption of 
excisable article;^^ but in jiructice wc find just (be re\erse. The so-called 
Adviscu’V Fommittees brought into existence with a Hourish of trumpets 
arc genendly ignored by the liuthorities, even if they unanimously 
recommend (he c lo.sing of any li<|Uor or tnn shop, without giving any 
reason to*the contrary. Again a new exjieriinent alsiut marking the 
date trees and the receptacles of juice has l»eeii the cause of lens**!* pro- 
duction of molasses and the consecjuent inc rease in the* price of (his nec es- 
ftary article of food, and a larger imiaut of fondgn sugar. Sir, leaking 
at the hand of (he cIcH*k I now go to the c*xj>enditure side of the budget, 
and the icolice first attracts our attention. Reduction of exfwMiditure 
under thjs head had alway** lH»en a cry in the wilderness, and I would 
not repeat the same. But it is uucleniable (hat here as everywhere the 
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evil iis in it» top-heavy adminif$tratioii. An examination of the details 
past and present will show how many fat berths have been created at oj* 
near the top, and how many have been added to the rank and file of 
the police force since the report of the Police Commission. I need hayd- 
ly say that we badly need more of adequately paid police force in the 
lower runj^ for the protection of our person and property, than richly 
paid officers for works so called supervision. Cominp: to general adminis- 
tration Its. 2 lakhs has been provided to accjuire land for new Civil Court 
Imildings at Serainpore and other works elsewhere. I must say this 
land ac<|uisition is a wrong move, for such acquisition raises a fictitious 
value of land and further the proposed land is not at all suitable for the 
purprwe. It would be better and cheaper to purchase the present rented 
house with all its out-offices, and to execute all necessary repairs to the 
same. Or if a new house is to be built, it should be done within the ex- 
tensive coinpt)und of the Criminal Courts. The pretty big tank therein 
may conveniently be filled up to have more land for other purposes. A 
big amount ought not to be spent in buying land for Civil Courts. 
Under the head fieneral Administration the sorry plight of ill-paid 
<“leiks and |K)or menials should i-eceive the attention of the Government. 
Coining now to the unfortunate half of the Administration. 1 mean the 
transf(*rred subjei ts, w’e find the usnul miserly disjxwition of grants, and 
it is a inntt4‘r nf surprise and regret that the grant to fhe Calcutta 'Uni- 
versity has not been repeated, knowing as we all do that this University 
stands in need of such grants. Then comes the (jiiestion of secondary 
flchoids scattered nil over the Province, which have got to struggle fur 
their very existence from year’s end to year’s end. and whose teaching 
staff have been fortunate enough to attra^t the sympathetic attention of 
the Hon’ble the Minister of Education. It is expected that the grants- 
in-aid system will U* worked more libt^rally than at present. The ques- 
tion of Primary ICducation has not made any progress during the past 
years, and is not likely to do so unless the handicap of the imposition of 
education tax is removed from it. It is well known that the local bodies 
are not financially able to take up this question without substantial help 
from Government, The question of taxation cannot arise. Sir, in this 
Province of abnormally high death-nite due in most cases to preventable 
causes, the qiufstions of health and medical aid come uppermost in the 
minds of all {HHiple. Good water-supply in mufassal town* and rural 
villages is at present a question of questions,' and should receive seriofts 
consideialion. and the Government should find the requisite* money by 
curtailing expenditure under all other heads. Closely allied with this 
is the (|uestion of o()ening of dead and dying rivers whose number is 
legion in at least West Bengal. In this connection the Damodar project 
and the dredging of the Karaswati need special mention. As for medical 
aid in the villages, the less said the l>etter for it is a sad commentary 
upon the solicitude of Government for the lives oHheir subjects. The* 
Ministry of I.ocal SeH-Government thinks that their part of this duty 
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it done by giving advices to local bodies who are expected to make bricks 
witbottt straw. The Government should come with libml help to local 
bodies, small grants here and there would not advance mutters. Coming 
to Agriculture and Industry the same slow and sorry iidvaiu'c is notice* 
able. Even at times matters ure set btick, as for instance the Agriciil* 
tural Schools established only a coujde of years ago at the Chinsumh 
Agricultural Farm is projiostHi to W alndished or removfnl from ther«». It 
should l>e given a fair trial at the place Wfore any <dher course is d<M’ided 
upon. It is a truism that no serious attempts are made to extend the use- 
fulness of the two most useful departments of agriculture and industry 
beyond creating a few posts at headtiuarteis *»f divisions or districts, and 
convening a few formal meetings at such headquailers to fill up the 
pages of Government official rejawts, v^ir, siMniking on the budget one 
hardly can omit a I'efertMice to the report of (he Heugal Uetrtmchment 
Committee, whiise unanimous rejMirt, though not quite up to the expec- 
tation, w'as received with sdiue welcome, and it was expected that a large 
saving will In* founil by giving effect to its rectonmendatious iiiv<dving 
heavy exjieiiditnre. but as far as the public c(»uld learn nothing hud Ikhoi 
done Wyond the dispensing with the nervices of some moderately salarie<l 
employees, leaving the top-heavy administration as it is. 8ir, it is as 
patent as anything cun la* that the tendency of the prest'iit administration 
i.s not only to increase the numlier of high salarusl jH)sts at or near the 
top, but to raise the pay or the allowance of the high salaried officials to 
make their lots of working in this unfortunate land Invirahlo to them. 
But, Sir, we as the elected representatives of the iaH)ple auy in unmistak- 
able voice that the jK'ople do not want them or their services, if their 
entertainment means continued jK)verty and final extinction Of Gio 
peo[»le of the land. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: I regret that the llon’hle Mem- 
ber in charge of Finance has not mentioned anything in his speetdj with 
reference to the Midnapore I^per Asylum. It will probably l>e known 
to many meniWrs of this House that in February, 1922, I moved a reso- 
lution in this Council, which reads as follows: — “This Council recom- 
mends to the Government that u sum of Rs. 50, (HK) l)e provided in the 
ensuing budget so that an immediate stort maj' made with the con- 
struction of the Bengal I.*eper Settlement, the land having Wu prvK’ured 
for the Government by private-gifts.” 

• That resolution was arFepted by the Council, but nothing so far has 
been don<^. It will perhaps be advisable for me to relate shortly the 
statement 1 made at that time. 

The facts briefly put are that a draft scheme for a licper Settlement 
for 1,000 lepers was drawn up at the request of the Government by the 
Mission to li«*pers Secretary for India and tentatively apfWoviHl by the 
Government. The scheme will cost Rs. 4.fKb000, but if the amount of 
Rs. 50,000 is not provided for in the ensuing budget (hen the scheme will 
be held up for another year. The scheme would cost Rs. 4,00,000 but 
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the aujount would be spread over a number of years. This was agreed to, 
but three years have passed and still nothing has been done. I have had 
the utmost sympathy with the Government in its chronic hardupness and 
its want of finance and did not press this matter, but another year has 
come round and still I see no mention of this iri the budget. I brought 
this to the notice of Government in the hope that something would be 
done, but I find no effort is being made. I always anticipated that some- 
thing would bo done, but nothing further has been done. Colonel Deare 
informed me that he had iiisi^ected the place and that a scheme had 
l)ecn drawn up. There ought to have been some mention of it and a sum 
money provided for that purp)se. The matter is one of vital importance. 
There are other subjects I notice in the budget which are realljl in mv" 
opinion not so seriously claiming the attention of the public as this^ but 
still T see they have money allotted to them. I ask the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of Kinanci* to take this into consideration and I am quite sure 
that if there is a method by which he can assist this scheme that is so 
imperative for the good of the health of Bengal he will do so. T need 
not remind liiin that according to the Police Census of 1919 the leper 
beggars in Cah-uttu is over 1,100. Surely fv)mething must be done to 
stop this. It is a well-known fact that in no country in the world lepers 
are allowed to nnngle freely with the popula<*e. This is a disgrace to 
India and its rulers and a stigma on them and I hope this Council will 
itninediately make a start to remove it. It is und()ubtedl\\thp first duty 
of the tlovernmeni to protect and better the lienlth of their people. It 
in u‘<eless for hm' to elaborate on this, as it is apparent to all right-think- 
ing men, and I hope' the sUon'ble Membor in oliarge of the Finance 
Depurlment will pr<»vide a ^uit for this purpose. 

Btbu MANMOHON NEOCI* The Imlian National CongroNS in its 
Sperial St'tsidii at Bomhay in August, PtlH, unanimously lield that the 
pnqjosed reforms uere al(<tgether ijni<leqiia(e and insufficient and not 
ae<’eptabb» unless some otlier reforms weie made in the Focal and (’entral 
Government. In that session the pro[»os«Hl reforms shouM have Keen 
rejected allog^uher, hut, Sir, few aniong'^t us, wliose vision was da/./led by 
the outward grandeur of the reforms structure made uj» their mind to 
work out the reforms whiidi they thought to 1 m‘ substantial steps in the 
realisation of responsible Government. *Now. Sir, tlie gentlemen have 
now been disillusioned and the most moderate of moderates now admit 
that the reforms, as it is is unworkable and immediate steps" .should l>e 
taken to have the Indian Government Act revised by {uipulur representa- 
tives. If further j»n»of W riH|uired to demonstrate the utter worthlesa- 
iiess of the blesseil Dyarchy one has only to take a I'ursory view' of the 
present budget estimate and he will Ik* fully satisfied almiit the ti-uth and 
[M>pulur \erdirt on the reforms. 

The most vital problems on the satisfactory solution of which peace* 
and happiness of the f>iiblic depend, are that of health, eilucation and 
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pitro water-supply. Now, Sir, let un see iu a geoeral way how these rital 
problems have been tackled, with the help and advice of our new }>opular 
Ministers. 

Jhe Hon’ble the Finance Member, with certain amount of feeling oT 
warmth and a little sense of pride says - 

•« In «pit« of the period of finimcial •tringeney throu|th which the Prenidency 
it pAMing and the ooneequent }>o«tfK>nernent of all development* and improvwmentt in 
the various activities of Government, the expenditure under the heaii Education '* 
has increaaed steadily, though slowly, having risen frvun I rrore 7 lakhs 59 thousands 
in 1920-21 to 1 crore 24 lakhs 21 thousands earimatcKi revi»e<l exi>enditur« of current 
j'Car.” 


The Hon’ble Member has gone years back to deinonslnite this pro- 
gressive increment but. Sir, let us see how this progressive incrtnueut 
has lM*en kept up for “ future ” and let us see what the estimate of next 
year shows It is 1 crore lakhs .‘Iti thousands ulKUit 2 lakhs less than 
that of <’urrent year’s reviM'il estimate and alamt 5 lakhs less than last 
year’s sanctioned estimate. Then, Sir, figures under head “ Kducation” 
have been so ingenuously manipulated that one may Im* easily misled u.s 
to the real estimate of next year. I draw. Sir, particular attention of 
this House to jiage f)9 of the Blue Book. The Ilon’ble Finance Member, 
in paragraph 0 under head “ Industries transferred ” states "against the 
current year’s grant of 2 lakhs do thousands the revised estimate has 
been placed at I lakh 19 tliousinds. The saving is mainly due to the 
transfer of the pro\ision for the Government Art Sch(K)l and the (’om- 
uiercial Institute to the Kdinatimi Depurtiyimt. Now, Sir. if we look 
into jiage llM of the detailed ^penditure. we find I lakh 20 thouwimls 
provided for the exjienditure of these tw*o instituti(»ns. Had this 
exjHOuliture been sliown undiu' Indu'itrie*i. as was being done formerly 
and if this be deducted fiom the expenditure estimate of " Kducation 
the figure comes to I crore 21 lakhs l(i thousands; the net result is 
estimate of expenditure under major heu<l Kducation for next year is 
really less than the estimate of the current year by t» lakhs 19 thousands. 
Is this, Sir, anything like .‘iteady increase iu the expenditure}' Progress 
iiultK*<l, though downwards. Now, Sir, let us mh' what tlie Hon’ble 
the Member says in justification, rtf this. It is ajMiIogiKticuIly said— 
" This is somewhat less than that of the current year and the decrease is 
the result of two factors wne, ii 9 ft-rei)etition of the grunt of 3 lakhs to 
Calcutta University; the other, retrenchment in Government secondary 
and primary schools." May I ask the Hon’ble Finance Member, why 
no provision has been made for Calcutta University for next year? Does 
he not know. Sir, that the financial i>ositjon of (’alcutfa University is 
extremely bad and unsatisfactory, that University lec turers and professors 
are working on sUirving allowances, that they do not get their monthly 
jgiy regularly and the Iwst of them have lieen compelled to leave this 
university to seek their livelihood in other provinces? Is it not known 
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to the Government that Sir P. C. Roy cannot take in students and cany 
out necessary improvements in the Science College for want of necessary 
funds? Has the Government's duty towards the Calcutta University 
come to an end by making an extra grant of f3 lakhs in the year 1923-!?4? 
But, Sir, this extra grant seems to have been made at a moment of 
indiscretion for it appears Government is determined to recoup this extra 
grant by a process of progressive deduction from its recurring grants to 
Calcutta University. In 1922-23, the actual giant to Calcutta Univei*sity 
on head " recurring ” was about 1 lakh 38 thousands, but in the revised 
estimate it has been brought down to 1 lakh 15 thousands. The estimate 
on the same head for next year is 1 lakh 15 thousands but, God knows, 
what the figure will come to, when the estimate will be revised next year. 
Sir, without giving an extra cov'ri to Calcutta University one lakh has 
lieeu provided for establishment of one Muhammadan Arts College. One 
can ei^sily understand the need of a Muhammadan Hostel or providing 
for extra Muhammudun scholarships but is there any real necessity of 
establishment of a sej)arate Muhammadan Arts College? We know, Sir, 
as a matter of fact that seals in Colleges usually kept reserved for 
Muhammadan students in (iovernment and (Tovernment Aided Colleges 
often remain vacant for want of Muhammadan students. The most 
urgent need in my humble opinion of the peo])le, specially of the-Muham- 
madans amongst whom 9(1 per cent, are illiterate, is primary education. 
Let us examine how this has been provided. Tlie revised estimate of 
current year is 23 lakhs 19 thousands whereas the budget estimate for 
the next year is 23 lakhs 4 thousands, i.e., 15 thousands le-^s than what is 
going to he spent this year.*^ The same solicitude for educational welfare 
of the country is s(»en in the provisions made for the .secondary education 
in the transferred department. The budget estimate for current year 
was 19 lakhs Ttl (Inuisands, but revised estimate is 19 lakhs f)5 thousands; 
so Us. 21 thousands could not he upproj)riated in the current year while 
still a lesser sum has Wn provided for the next year, vir... only 19 lakhs 
32 lli(»usands all these have Wen done with the approval and our 
Minister. Tlie utter tlisregard shown by the Govenimenl towards 
jKipular deinaiHl.s on these niatten< will he clearly seen if you only con- 
sider and comjam* a few items in the re.served department; while 1 lakh 
has Wen provided for Muhammadan A*rls College. I lakh 50 thousands is 
going to W spent next year for construction of Bhawanijiore Seetion 
House, 1 lakh for Rulighat Section Hohse and I lakh 21 thousands 
2 lakhs 3 thousands for conversion of premises of Fenwick Bahar Thana, 
electric installation there, and for Motor Vehicles Department, Bally- 
gauj. May T ask the lloirble Education Minister whether he made kny 
attempt to secuiv increased grant in this matter and whether he made 
any attempt to utilize the .sanctioned estimate for the current year and 
why he has failed in his attempt, if any? Then, v'sir, the health of the 
Prtn ince is even more imjKirtaiit than that of education and we wish ith 
live first than W educated. Let us see how in this most vital matter the 
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budget bas made itu provisions, Sanctioue<i budget for 1923*24 was, 
uu^^r heading “ Hediral " and “Public Health*' Rs. bl08 plus 
26*98, i.e., 80*06 (80 lakhs C thousands), but in the reviseil estimate it 
hga been shown to be 51 lakhs 55 thousands, plus 24 lakhs 20 thtmsat^ 
inlhese two transferred departments, i.e., nearly 4J lakhs less than the 
sanctioned estimate. I admit about 8 lakhs over the budgetetl estimate 
of last year ha4 Wn provid^nl for the next yc^r but out of this al>out 
1 lakh 68 thousands is provided for Lunatio#Asylum and a big amount 
will go for temi>oniTy’ establishments and for contingencies and 1 lakh 
hiis been provided for the construction of nurses' (|uarters in the 
Presidency General Hospital. 

Thu HOfl'bta Mr. J, DONALD: No. It is provided under “Civil 
Works “ and not under “ Medical.” 

BabuMANMOHON NEOCI: And. Sir, the wonder of wonders is that 
(he magnificent sum of R.s. 50 thousand has l)een providtMl for impi*ove- 
ment of rural W’ater-supply. Sir, those who live in the mufussal know 
what (his scarcity of water means, (jo to any village you like and you will 
find that our womeii-folk are seen carrying water under the burning sun 
from a distance of 5 or (I miles. In some places villagers engage a regular 
cart wrvice to get water from a distance of 12 to 15 miles. In last Octolwr 
I found .som^ villager.s near Kedarpore in Nagarjmre jK>lice-Htiition dig- 
ging earth to get water, which is really muddy fluid substance. You can 
easily imagine the state of things in the dry season. In a Province whwe 
for want of pure driiiking water j>eopIe havrto live on such substance, 
is it any womler that our pec^le die like flies from cholera and other 
epidemics P Now, Sir, to provide against such dire need our l»enevol«nt 
Government has allotted 50 thousand ru|>ees for improving the mufussal 
water-supply for whole of lieiignl. Then, Sir, it is well known that the 
most flourishing villages in our Province are now desolate and deM*r(ed, 
village after village is l>eing depopulated by malaria, and what is the 
provision made in the budget to wive our village.s from this w’ourge? 
Why, 1 lakh 20 thousands bus been provided for quinine grunts to local 
bodies and 1 lakh for anti-malarial and atiti-kula-axiir campaigns (what- 
ever it mean.s). It js well known* that quinine is the only medicine for 
malaria (which is a transferred subject), but cinchona plantation, the 
Harly income from which* is esttmated to be 5 lakhs 59 thousands is a 
‘^^••erved*** subject. Sir, I ask in all seriousness can't these proceed* 
of the chincona jilantations be earmarked for the sole pur]>OHe of utilixing 
the some for taking anti-malarial measures and making soiee free distri- 
butions of quinine amongst the poverty-stricken jieopleP I know, Sir, 
the apologist of the Government will say that local Indies are to look to 
primary education and water-supjily question**; but. Sir, the means and 
•reiourcee -of opr local bodies aire too insignificant to tackle these urgent 
needs and our people are too poor to augment th^resources of the local 
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bodies. Then, Sir, let us see how the transferred subjects “ Agricul- 
ture " and “ Industries, of which our popular Minister the Hon’ble 
Mr. Ghuznavi seems to l)e almost enamoured, have been provided. Why? 
the budget estimate for current year was 21 lakhs 51 thousands, and 10 
la*khs 66 thousands, re.sppctively, but next year’s estimate is 19 lakhs 
14 thousands and 10 lakhs 26 thousands, i.e., less by 2 lakhs 77 thousands. 
Then in the revised estimate for the current year it appears that 3 lakhs 
1 thon.Hand could not lye appropriated in the current year; we wait, and 
Sir, we wait with curiosity to know liow the Hon’ble Minister has 
availed of the “ chance,” so providentially obtained by him since the 
first week of January. The undeniable fact is our benevolent Govern- 
ment is (juite apathetic towards the real needs of the people and in fram- 
ing their budget they conveniently forget that the mas.se8 in the 
country are proverbially poor. 

The only remedy for getting over our difficulties is to overhaul the 
system of Government existii»g at the moment, this top-heavy adminis- 
tration must be remodelled and the dyarchy must be knocked down. 
Now, Sir, that is what the people are determined to do and our popular 
Ministers ifistead of standing in the way of the people ought to come 
to their help to achieve that much desired end. 

Mr. FROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: The administration of 
finance is a H*M*rved subject and 1 am afraid, Sir, 1 cannot <‘ongiaiu- 
late either the Finance Mem)>er or more so thos<^ to wlioni*he is re.sj)<)n- 
sihlo, namely, the Government of India and the Secietary o*t' State for 
this hudg(‘t. After all lu* can frame a budget on th<* basis of the re- 
sources uvuihible to him and if .sufficieiH ^rtsounes are not available to 
him iH’cuuse of ju-ovincial adjustment of revenue the n‘s|K>nsibility is 
primarily <d the Government of India and the Secretary of State, but tlie 
Finatue MemlM*r cminot, as (he bjcal agent of these authorities, alto- 
gether esca|S' criticism. In (his matlei they have actei) with tin* utmost 
irrcsjsmsihility . 1 pro[s».H«‘ to plow the inesjHUisihility of the Secretary 

of State, the Go\eriiment of Imlia and (d their local agtoit, the Finance 
MemlM*r, 1 )y figures given by u Go\ernor c»f tliis Ibesidency uml by res- 
jK)nsible memlHUs of the Finance I)t*|mrtment. Sir, it seams to me 
that this irres|KuisihiUty nins not merely in the budget' which bus l»een 
presented to the (\mncil this Ywir but in the budged of the last two 
years as well, and it is time. Sir, that this irresjxmsibility should cease. 
The Finunw Meml>er of the Oo^e^nment should take a \fider view 
than the view of merely rujiees, annas and pies. (Hear, bear.) There 
must he statesmanship Indiind finaiu'e, and if there be no statesman- 
ship Isdiind finance, there is no doubt that the Finance Member and 
ibost^ to wTiom be is resjxmsible cannot but exfieet exasperation from 
all siM'tions of the comniunily in the Province; st»eing that according 
to his own tigun's during the last three years this I't'ovinoe has in- 
creascil its rt^sources by over Bs. 2| crores and yet what is the position? 
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Vul n rupee to spend on any of the necessities of the !*roviiu'e, be such 
neoeasities of the transferred department or of the reserved de|iartmeut. 

my mind, Sir, there is not much real difference beta'een the tnins* 
frtted department and the reserved department. The test for exiHinsian 
to* my mind is publit; goo(i. An irrigation project though \n a 
reserved department is as much worthy of our attention as an educa- 
tional project in the transforrwi <le|iartment. On calculation made on 
my friend’s own figures, I find the res^mnes of the Province have Ihhmi 
increasetl by Hs. 1*53 lakhs, but I projwse to gi\e the Houst^ the heads 
of these figures. If hon’hle nienila»rs would turn to |iage 2 ot my 
friend’s spt’ech, they would find that in the year wivings the 

extent of Ks. laklis were made. In the following {mrugruph the 
Finance Member says that there were further savings to the extent of 
Hs. 10 lakhs; so that makes IN. 50 lakhs. In SepteiulsT, 10^?, the 
old (loverninent retrenelied to the extent of Its. SJti lakhs and I ami 
Ronaidshay in a sjX’eeh in the old Council unmuiiued the fart that out 
of this Us. HOi lakhs. Us. S3 lakh*, were letreuehed from tlje it*seiYed ‘.ide 
and IN. (JA lakhs from the tran.sferre<l side. The sum total of tliese 
retrenchment amounted to Hs. 171 A lukh.s. TIuw new taxes were 
imiK>sed. 1 am not aware of the exact aimmnt realised Ironi lhew‘ 
taxes, byt i find from the statements in the budget that the estimate 
from, the tw*o stamp duties amotint to Us. 330 liikhf*. JJ he actuals 
of 1920-21 wiy'e Us. 2.S0 lakhs, so there was an increast‘ of Us. 50 lakhs 
from the two stump duties. Scheduled taxes, that is to say, the new 
amusement taxes umou!jte<I to IN. .12 lakhs. I he total atnount biought 
in by new tuxe.s amount to Us. S2 lakhs. Iliij* wiili Us. 1 *l luklis 
<lue to nOremdiimuits. wouhl ^ivc us Hs. 253A lakhs or just over 
Us. 2A crores a.s the total increa.se of our resources and yet we are 
threatened with the reimjxjsition of IN. 03 lakhs, AVell, if the 
Us. 63 lakhs be reiin|K>.s«Ml, the irres|>oUKibility— I cannot us€* a milder 
expression — w’ill be the inx^sjxmsibility of the Secretary of State to 
Government of India and to some extent of their Uxal agent, the Finaiice 
Memlnr ov'er there, (Hear, hear.) If he wants to run th<* I’ro'ince 
eraoothly, it i.s bis duty to protest against this reimjsjsition and not 
merely again.st t^e reim|K>sition of Us. 03 lakhs, hut againsf the unreo- 
aonable provincial settlement, lie has no doubt protested inside the 
Government, although I am not* much aware of any such prole.sl during 
the laat few months or fs^rfiaps fer alxjut a year. But it will not do to 
protest insKle the Government. It was necessary for him h> take the 
Council and the jHiblic into his confidence. In the early days of the 
reformed Government, this Council possed a resolution and a deputation 
went to Simla headed by the then Finance Member. Sini» ihen. bow- 
ever, the Council and the pyblic have no tangible evidence of any 
pretest against this iniquity. Merely saying that we cannot carry ofi 
-if this Be# 68 ^ reimjiosed and if this iniquitous settlement be 

oontinned wiU not do. My friend opposite is no ioubi the local agent 
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of the Secretar>^ of State and as such responsible to him and through 
him to the Britinh ParUament, but he is also a member of the Execu- 
tive Government of Bengal and as such although he may not be res- 
ponsible to this Council, yet he has not only a duty to the Council but 
also to the public of Bengal. How can he possiWy discharge that duty, 
when he finds that after increasing the resources by over crore by 
taxing and retrenching he has to admit that there is no money for 
expansion? And what, Sir, is the fiosition? Take one of the most 
vital subjects in which all w^ctions of the community are united — the 
subject of education — whatever the |X)litics of my friends behind — the 
Euro|x*anN — may In?, whatever the iwlitics of my friends opposite — the 
Swarajists — may be, whatever the pfditics of the Muhammadans may 
l>e — there is no doubt that on the queslion of education all sections of 
the community, wliatevcr their race, their creed, their political views 
may Im* — wlu‘ther they are co-oi^erators or non«co-o|)enitors — all demand 
that there should Ikj more ex|ienditure on education. (Several 
voices: “ Yes, yes.’*) There may he difference of opinion as 
to how the money is to Is' utilised — fierhaps I and my friends opjwsit^ 
may not agree as to the method, but as regards the object thert> (’annot 
be and there will not lie any difference; and of all branches of educa- 
tion — the (|uestion of primary education is all-imiH)rtant. The present 
state of primary education in this Province is a crying shame. (IJear, 
hear.) When 1 was a memlK»r of the Government I raised my voice 
of protest but my protest was a cry in the wilderness because of the 
iniquitous Meston Settlement. (Hear, hear.) Beyond that 1 cannot say. 

I cannot lietruy any of the secrets of my office; but this much I con 
say that on the question of primary education, on the question of 
secondary education and for Wtter imy of jxiorly jmid teachers in the 
private and high schools 1 tried my level liest. But the irresponsibility 
of the Secretary of State, whose local agent, my friend opiH)site is, 
stcKKl in the way. 

Take the question of primary education. The Government expendi- 
ture per head in Bengal is only Re. 1-4-11. This was the expenditure 
when the Sei retary of State was wholly respou'^ihle, ^i^!:., in 192t) and 
in that year the Govcironcnt cxjHooIiturc jx^r head wps Rs. 10-1-8 in 
Bombay. Did the Government <»f Bengal or rather did the re.served 
side of the Government try to do awa*y with that crying shame by 
protesting again.st the iniquitous provincial 5iet(lemeiit ? What can the 
poor Ministers do without money What could my bon’ble friend, 
Mr. Huq, do without money? I have said that the exi>enditure \wt 
head on primary etlucation in Bengal was Us. 1-4-11. In Bombay it 
wa« Rs. 10, in the Punjab which is a province of much lesiier wealth 
than that of Bengal it was Rs. 6-10-0. 

Now take the question of secondary education and there is no province 
in India — 1 may say there is no cxiuntry in the world— where in the*- 
question of secondary* education |)eople have shown more self-help than 
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in Benfral. We have about 900 hiprh srbools mostly mattaged from 
fe«i and by endowments of the public; and what is the (lovernment 
contribution P The Government mitribution |)er head is only a paltry 
sum of U«. 4-12-0 j>er head whereas the ('ontribution from private sourcot 
is Ha. 22-13-0, Compaie the Government contribution with that of 
Bombay, The Government contribution of Bombay — I am quotin|f 
figures of pre-refornie<I days — was Its. 21 and cflUd, in the United 
Provinces it was Bs, 20 and odd, whereas in our province with Govern- 
ment contribution of Ra. 4 and odd and with a private contribution of* 
Rs. 22 and odd. we have Wen carrying on ns miserahly as jwssihle. 
In the Punjab the (fovernnient cfuitribiitiiui |ier pupil is Its. 10 and odd 
and private contribution is Hs. 17 and iwld. What is the (msitiun of 
our secondary nihoids!^ The salary of the bulk of the teachers of our 
aecondary st hools, barring headmasters and assistant headmasters, i§ 
<ady the magnificent sum Us. 22 or Rs. 24. You cannot keep a 
diH'ent chaprasi rui that salary. How could the pnddem of smuidary 
education of a province he solvwl if sometimes even gnwluate teai'hers 
are actually paid at the rate of R.s. 24 or Rs. 25 u month ? My friend will 
},ay — there is no money, there i*» the M«*ston Award tliere is the 
Secretary of State and there are the Barlinnientary rules. But so hmg 
as you are resismsible to that Parliameut your rluty i*- to cotrvince that 
Parliamebt that this kind of thing will never do. I Miund a note of 
■fi'aming. My friends opjKisite have come in such large nuniWrs and 
if you, the Iik'AI agent of the Secretary of .State, go on in this way, thera 
will hardlv be any (Mk-operutorH left. Speaking for myself 1 will go 
on co-ofM*ruting because I consider from the jsjint of view' of the stdf- 
interest (d iny crtuntry it is tlie utmost impfirtance to Ik* on gisid 
terms with (treat Britain lM*cause 1 believe in the Dominion form of 
Self-Government as u j»art (»f the Briti'*b Kmpire Jis rmr ideal and 
I)omini»»n Self-(it)\ernmeni a^ a part of tbe British Kinpire reqiiirea 
goodwill lM*tween England and India. But at the same time 1 will 
go on criticising those who act irTesjHmsibly however high their jarsition 
may W as earnestly as {sjssihie. In the very interest of c(M»|MU‘atiou 
I mjist protest as strcrngly as I can and I rejteat that this irresfMtnsihility 
of the Secretary’ of State can lead to only one result vi*., ubAtruction 
followed by revolution. If there he tdistructiun followed by revolution, 
the res|ion«ihility will W the msponsihilify of the Secretary of State. 
(A voice: “ Tome over to our side.”) No, that I won’t, and can’t in 
view of my^p<»litical conviction. You have promised your faith to ob- 
struction, you ignore the logical consetjuentes of obstructitm, namely, 
revolutifui and I cann<jt p<m.sibly join you. 

Now about e3cj»enditure on collegiate e<]ucation. The ex|>enditure 
per head in Bengal is Rs. 4S and f»dd, from private sfiurces it is Es. 78 
and odd. Jft Bombay it is Rs. 90 and c»dd in the United Provinces ti 
is Rs. 117 and odd. we all know tbe numerical strength of our college 
students. I know what reply my friend will give^we have no money 
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because the Secretary of State has given mb no money,* Thorefore, my 
attack against my hon’ble friend is that aa an agent it waa his^dnty to 
protest. He has not protested sufficiently. 

* My second criticism against the budget is that, although I find that 
there is a verj* lauthible attempt at retreuchmAit and a good deal of 
retrenchnifut has Wn effected, yet that retrenchment has been effected — 
my friend will pardon me for this personal touch — more from the point 
of view of a Sc otch houneludder anxiou.s to save money by starving his 
family. 

[At this stage the member reached the time-limit.] 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUOHURY: Sir. we the Memliers of 
the Swaraj 1‘arty, have heard with rapt attention the remarks that have 
fallen from the li[)s (»f an ex-administrator of this country — I mean the 
late Minister of Education. Sir. he criticised the Government and he 
said that the Defuirtment over which he jiresidevl for three years has been 
allowed to lx* starved. Sir, the Ifej>ort of the Ret n^nchment Committee is 
in the hands of many of the memhers and in that Report we find that the 
rut that has he(*n made in that Depaitment is larger than in any other 
depurfnients. Hut may I Uvsk the hon'hle member whether he protested 
against such cuts ami what effwt did he give to the recommendations 
of the Retrem hment Committee? The House is entitled to know /rom 
my iMUi’hle friemi as t(» whether he has been a party to that retrench- 
meiit. Now. Sir, h(‘ cannot <*ome hef(»re this IIoim» ami complain to 
what he himself was a party. 

Mr. PR0VA6H CHUNDER MITT6R: On a point of personal ex- 
planation. Sir. If I may he permitted to explain I am quite willing to 
explain hut 1 shotild like to explain when my hon’hle friend has 
made his (Titicisms. 

Miulvi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUOHURY: We have Wn told that, 
as he was a Member i»f (he Goveinment, he was not aide to divulge the 
of the higher hieiachy, that i<, the Executive Councillors andMw 
Ministers. We find that a sum of rupe<‘s one < rore and f)dd lakhs hive 
been provided for edm ation, and out of that sum. Rs. Id.Oft.OOO has been 
provided for Iteserved Subjects. Whatsis the number of pupils in the 
resenwl side I mean the Anglo-Indwins and EumpeansP Sir, the 
p(»pulation of Bengal is «iver 45 millions and for that we aee going to 
spend a sum of one erore and eight lakhs; but for a smaller number, that 
is to say for atemt l.tKX) or 2»000 students, we are going to spend over 
Rs. 13,00,000. Is this fair — is this honest? I should say that it is puru 
dishonesty. 

Mr. PREIIDENTS That is altogether an unparliamentary expres- 
sion. Tou must use* another expression, say unjustifiable.*' 
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Maiilvi HA NURUL HUQ CHAUOHUlIVi I ftay tbiti is most inequit- 
We, the children of the soil »re Iwnir starred — are lieiiig sloirly 
and irradually put to death hv malari!i and kala-aaar and other pfeven* 
t^dile diseases and for wjiom no money can l>e found -for whose treatment 
no doctors cun he hail - for whom last year there was a Budjret provision 
of Rs. 1, 511,^00 for the establishment of villa^^* dispensaries hut a paltry 
sum of Rs. 15,000 was sj>ent and then to expend a sum of Hs. M.OO.OOO for 
the reserved side of education on I'.OOO Mudents is most inecpiitahle, J^ir, 
a bait has been ffiven to the Muhammadans of this (Vuncil; and what it 
the bait? The bait is this; that a sum of Rs. l.(K),(K)0 has Wn pnivided 
for a Muhammadan College of Arts in ('nlcutta. 

[At this stage the Hon’hlc the Presidfnt left the ('hamlsT and the 
Deputy-Prt’^ident t<K»k the (Imir. ] 

Sir. a plot of land ’aas ar»juinMl in Wellwlev StnH*t, I think, sci far 
hack as in l!tlT 1 am suhje< t to <*onect‘on ami although 7 years have 
elapsed and during this time the lute Hon'hle Minister did not think it fit 
to grant a single farthing fur the Muhammadan edmntion. May w© 
know anil this Coiim’il is entitletl to know why such a lack of symi»atby 
is shown to the Muhanintudun sitle of education ^ Ntiu’ when we have got 
a Muhammadan Minister for the transferred side of our education, he 
gets Rs, l.(K),{HKI for the eHtahlishment of a Muhammadan College; and 
what is this for? The majority of the idected Muhammadan MemWr* 
of this Coum il are pledged to the Swaraj Party and a sum of Rs. l.tMl.fKKl 
which has been set apart for the Muhammiidati College used as a Tuiit to 
draw away the Muhammadan Swaraj Meml>ers to the side of tioveni- 
i*i»nt )w» that they may support the (ioveriimeiit and that Dyarchy may 
get a lease of ff(*^h life. 

Or H. W. B. MORENO: t»n a point of order. Sir. U the hon*l>l© 
inemher entitled to draw such an inferen<‘e? 

Mr. OERUTY-PREtIDENT: This is a debatable p<dnt. You may 
refer to it iu your reply. 

MiUlvi Md NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: I do not know how far 
that would he effec tive Al*out two years ago I met Mr. Tayhir, the then 
Assistant Director for Muhammadan Education, and I asked him the 
reason why no grant wa« made for the estahlishmeni of a Muhammadan 
College. He t<dd me that the Hon'hle Miniitt<*r would not grant a farth- 
ing for the Muhammadan College and the Memlierii - the Muhammadan 
Mettiberf who were on the Kdm'ation (>>mmHtee, opponed any grant 
being given for any Muhammadan 0ollege; and, Sir. I think they did it 
lightly, because if a Muhammadlui Aria College he e»tabltiihed tn Cal- 
cutta, what lull happen to my community f We wjjl turn out aome more 
graduai^a— -eorne more undeygradoatee who can find no employment. The 
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ierncBB that the GoTernment can are limited. The outturn or the 
output would exceed at least 100 times the number of service at the dis- 
posal of the Goveniment, I would have welcomed it if the Hon’ble 
Minister, instead of making a provision for Rs, 1,00,000 for a Muham- 
marlan College, could have given that sum for technical education lor the 
Muhammadans or if the Hou’ble Minister would have set apart that 
amount for the purpose of a technical college. We could have welcomed 
it and we would have thanked him saying that you hud at least been able 
to do something for my community. But what did he do? He only pro- 
vided money for a Muhammadan Arts College and that money would not 
Imj enough for a Muhammadan College and it may not be expended in 
one year — may l)e in two or three years and still the College would not 
come about Iwfore 6 years from hence. At the same time the Muham- 
madan community as a whole does not want an Arts College. The 
Hon 'hie Minister can pass orders to his subordinates or rather to the 
colleges which are provincial colleges -I mean the four colleges, the 
Chittagong, the Presidency, the Rajsh*ihi and the Hughli colleges — ^that 
at least 50 per cent, of the seats should he reserve<l for Muhammadans, 
and if the lion 'hie Minister would ask those aided colleges that would 
ask for grant fn)m the Government that they should at lejist reserve 
50 j)cr cent, of the seats for the Muhammadan students, 1 Imlieve that 
would meet fur more adequately meet the requirements of the Mu'ham- 
ina<lans of Bengal. If the Honlde Minister can, then let him increase 
the amount fur Muhammadan scholarship. I think, that w’ill advance 
the cause of my community mu(‘h more than the f»)unding or the estab- 
lishment of a Muhammadan Arts “olle^e in Calcutta. 

I now come t<i the questiun of the Paper Book Department of the Cal- 
cutta High C^ouri. A sum of K.s, Jt5,040 has been budgeted for the Paper 
Buok Department and the temporary establishment (if the Calcutta High 
Court. 1 asked Mr. Duval, who I believe, is in charge of the Dejwirtmenf , 
to give me an abstract f)f what the temporarj- e.stal»li.«ihment means and 
also how much money would be necessary for the Paper Book Depart- 
ment. II(» showed me u statement of it and I asked him to give me a copy. 
In that I find that a sum of Rs. 24,tHM) and odd i.s ueces.sary for the Paper 
BiM)k Department. I say that this sum should not he provided for the 
Paper Book Department. The reason iathis: TheTakils’ Assf^iation of 
the Calcutta High Court strongly protested .that the preparation of the 
Paper Ihmks should not l>e taken away from the vakils and I believe my 
hon’ble friend oppcisite <Mr, Mitler) would also say the same thing, that 
the vakils resented it. that the I*aper Book Department gave some of the 
junior rnemWrs of the Bar a deeent living but that living has now been 
taken away. And, Sir, what is the result? There is no improvement at 
all in the preparation of the Paper Biwks. Rather the cost has increased 
immensely. The poor litigants who bate to fight the people like the great 
Maharajas, the p(y>p|e like the great big landed aristocracy and samio- 
dan, they cannot fight them now because the cost of the preparation of 
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Fliper BodLs is so great that it has put a premium to justice. Sir. the 
imount that has been budgeted for the Paper Book Department ought 
not be granted at least by this Council. 

* I next come to the.Police Ib*par1ment. My hon'ble friend* the Fin* 
ancfe Meinl)er, has told us that a sum of Rs, 12.00,00(1 was cut down from 
the Police Budget and it had retarded efficiency and progress. Ever}* 
one knows what a gm»d idea we have about the Police Department. At 
the same time we know how the Police of Calcutta is treating the citiicn* 
of (^alcutta. 1 have read many conuiiunit'ations in the Fortcow/, the 
organ of the Swaraj party, that how many of its printers and officers were 
taken to the (hana, IcM'ked up for sf^veml hours and (hen discdiarged after- 
wards. T have no kind word for the Police because I live in a district and 
wo all know' the high-handednesi; of the Police and the Police rw/um. If 
T happiui to opixwo a Police official in the district, ho in revenge seta all 
the preventive sections of the ('riminal Procedure Code in motion and 
one fine morning 1 find that I am either arn»s(ed under sections 107, lOH, 
100 or 110 or some such cognate MH^tions. We do iH»t live in peace but we 
live in teirorism. .\t the same time we find a sum of Its. 76,000 is Ixung 
earniarke<l for secret -ervice. I do not utider-<tnnd what is the meaning of 
it ? Wliv a <11111 of ]{<. 75,000 should Im' pnnided hv this Council for secret 
service? I belifoe if i-i meant for hnbing |>ei<ons to give evidence or to 
turn up u|>proverH in Mune cases in whicli the Pidn*e can have no influence 
at all or could not procure evidence to fi>nvic( an innocent man. Other- 
wise I cannot understaTnl what is meant by ses'ret service money. 

[At tills stage the Hon’hle tin* President returned to the Chaniln'r,] 

Sir. I inov ci-me to tln‘ ise lh*partment. The income in relation to 
est»eriditure is vt ry u'reil ami ai- are having this bhanl money by making 
pfHiple more immoral. Ytm ask the people to iHuonie immoral indiret'tly 
am) give us iiionex to run the administnition. Is not the (lovernnient 
morally 1m*ui d to sup|»re^s this imm<»ral duty? l)(w*s not the country 
want that administra ion should 1 h* pure and vice discouraged and that 
there shouhl not 1 h‘ any income from. excis€»? 

Mr. PRtSIOENT: Y ou have reached your timedimit and must finish 
your sen tenoe. 

Maiil¥i Md NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURYs There is an excise shop 
before the Ta\lor Host«*l in Calcutta and the rosidenti as well as the 
students .went in a jH*tition to the Es<*ise l>opartinent and Authorilies for 
the removal of the Excise Shop frrmi that place. But, alas, the cry 
was ID the wildeniess. 

Mr. PROVASH CHUNOER MITTERs I have obtained the pennia. 

mon to rise to a point of personal explanation. J deeire to explain two 

mattenp to which mv bon*ble friend, Mr. Nurul Huq (^aodhtiii. referred 

• * 
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relating to my administration. One was his query as to what I did in 
respect of retrenchment. I may mention that, although the Retrenchir 
ment Committee recommended a cut of Rs. 35 lakhs in the Education,. 
I ‘managed to do with a cut of alM)ut a lakh of rupees. This I could 
after very hard work for alK)ut 6 month.s. 

The second point relates to Muhammadan Education. I gave 
Muhammadans special scholarshijis and offered facilities to them in 
various other ways. , But may I [wnnt out that it is not my administra^ 
tion which is under discussion at present. I shall claim the right of 
rising to fMiints of f^ersonul explanation, if I happen to be here and if my 
administration is allowed to be criticised. 

Or. H. W. B. MORENO: Sir, on behalf of the Anglo-Indian com- 
muiiily I rise to defend my community against some of the unjustifi- 
able attacks made in this House, namely, th^t princely grants are made 
to my ( -'mniunity and that these gt’ants are being raise<l year by year. 
It is very patent that, so far as my community is concerned, minorities 
have Im‘ j»rotected and their interests have to be preserved. I under- 
stand from the jMirly opjKisite that one of the main planks in their 
platform is the protection of minorities and their interests. To speak 
then against a community that is doing its best to work its way to the 
front and whi(’h is largtdy dejxuident u|K)n private and pnblie (diarities, 
which is trying as much as it can to realise its responsibilities and is 
WH'king some aid from Government in order to bring* about some 
advance in India — to attack such a community, I say, is on any ground 
unjustifiable; and what is more it is against the common dictates of 
humanity and good taste. I eertninly exjieeted better from my worthy 

friends opposite. I did not exjx'ct that they would grudge a small 

grant of thirteen lakHs of rufSM's being given to the Anglo-Indian 
community in order that they may better shoulder their responsibilitied 
and becfune an integial factor along with the other sister communities in 
India. I trust the House will resi.st any opisisition to tho grant and 
appreciate the spirit in which it has Wen given. 

Speaking on the budget itself 1 m>te that, although there is a 
surplus, 1 cannot see my way to agre<* to the way in which the surplus 

has Wen handed out in the form of ex|X‘nditure. Primarily T notn 

that out of 8<S lakhs which have to Wvjwnt in the ru'xt and the follow- 
ing years «lt> laklis repre.sent the first iT)stnlnu*nt of this expendifuro, 
but along with this ex|>endiTure 1 notice that we have a provision of 
one lakh of rujs*<*s for the supply of iron cot.s ai d mosquito nets to the 
police. Before I give my approval to a grant of this kind T should 
like to know whether policemen re<piire any special protection — more* 
than others dev— against malaria as against other evils. I would not 
have grudgivl the exptmditure if it were found really necessary. In 
view, ht>wever. of the other necessities of Bengal one should be very 
careful Wfore one lavs out expenditure of this kind unless one is . 
•atisEed that more pressing needs have been satisfactorily met. 
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Tlien ngnin takinir^Ang)o-Indiaii education 1 note with fpreaC 
l||i^on that seTeral Anglo-Indian Mchoob are being financially hidpod 
by the Government and 1 can ai^aure the Houiu> that they need every 
ptCf of what they receive either from the Government or from the^ 
European and Anglo-Imlian community. I rote efwiallv that La 
Martiniere College, the Dow Hill Boys’ School, Ujc Darjeeling High 
School and the Dow Hill Girls’ School at Kurseong are being sulwidistMl 
in a special way by (fovernnient. These schools are doing efficient and 
abiding work for the community and when CMlunition has spread 
and more among (he meniliers of (he community, (he community will 
rise to a seriNC of its importance along with the other communities iia 
India. I regret, httwever, (hat along with these grants no provision 
is made for an Anglo-Indian Hostel attaehed to Calcutta Cniversity^ 
though I must expiess my satisfaction here that in Dacca t^niversity 
there is an Anglo-Indian ITbstel with a prcivision for 12 student s — - 


Mayivi Mr. NURUL HUQ CHAUOHURI: But mdnnly has yet 

taken advantage of it. 


Dr. H. W. B. MORENO. The rommunity will in dm* m'astrn. 

There is no such ,pn)visioii for a Hostel in Calcutta Cniversity. 
I hold that if. my community is to ris<‘ some of its members will have* 
to reteive fa(‘ilities for higher education in order that they may enter 
into the more Im rative irrtdeHsiiUis and other higher V(»catjons in life 
and I plead for a reiognition of (he rights of inv toinmunitv in thin 
dirccti(»M (hir students are nSiw U‘ginning to realise that if they take 
more and more to the heal I*niversity couik* (hey will have l>etter 
facilities for entering (he higher services and (he more paying pro* 
fessums. I um Mire it would he best ftu (he community to have a hostel 
of their own in (^ah utta sm h as <»ther <•< on muni ties have so as to enable 
students of the community here in Bengal, esp«*ciftlly those in CalcuHa^ 
to he (ruined for the higher degrees, Calcutta offers alretidy many 
facilities for Arts (raining as also ff>r technical eduratiem in the local 
colleges and the ^fostel would go very largely to encourage these .voung 
|>eople to go on in their caree»rs aftifi they have g^ine through the usual 
course of study in their schods.* This would save the community froflk 
the inordinate exfsmse of nfiiintai/iing a college of (heir ow-n. I would, 
therefore, like to bring this to the notice of the Government and I ant 
sure it will receive the sup|iort of every right-thinking individual who- 
is sympathetically inclined. 

I also congratulate Government on the efforts that have been made 
to establish a Muhammadan College here in Calcutta. I disassocitit^ 
myself from the previous r«>marks (hat have been made on this subject^ 
lamely, that this grant is a kind of sop to Cerberus. It bas beei^ 
given to the Muhammadans so that it may melt a long felt need« 
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Not loiij? ago the Calcutta University Commission came to the conclu- 
aion that a very pressing’ necessity was the foundation of a ^Kamma- 
dan College in India and in spite of the adverse criticisms of my friends 
4)eyond I congratulate the two Muhammadan Ministers that they have 
heen able to swmre this Muhammadan College for the highest educa- 
tional interests of the Muhammadan students of Bengal. 

I also note that there is ver>’ little provision in the Budget in the 
way of primary and secondary education. Mr. P. C, Mitter gave vent 
to a good deal of feeling in his speech when he cast diatribe upon 
•iHatribe the Ilon’ble the Finance Member and expressed his views in a 
rather irresponsible fashion. I am sure, I do not share these views. 
The best criticism that I can (►ffer in reply is that if he as ex-Minister 
turns round now after three years of office and condemns Government as 
irresponsible and the Hon’ble the Finanee Mendwr as the most irrespon- 
4iihle j>erson, then all T can say is that he stands self*condemned as the 
most irresjxmsihle man here in Bengal. I cannot refrain, however, from 
aaying that there is great need for improving primarj^ and secondary 
•education. The whole problem is very acute and at the same time very 
tmmplcx, I kimw, Sir, from my experience as a teacher in Bengal, holding 
posts in all positions both in the local University and the University 
under which Anglo-Indian education is placed, I know how 'miserably 
|)aid are the tciichcrs in these colleges. I therefote, put it onc.e more to 
Government that some real effort should be made in the way of impniv- 
ing education both primary and secondary especially by enhancing the 
jHiV of tcaclu-rs. It has been well said that there is (uie jKinacea for all 
India's evils and that is education, education, edu(‘ation. I therefore 
liofit that ill the future the (|uestion of education, bot)» primary and 
secorMlarv, will huon larger and larger in all the c<*nsideralions of the 
Fiuame Member in jiroviding for schemes for the advancement of 
Bengal 

I slutuld als(» likt' to s{vak a word or two with regard to Public Health. 
The late IBm’hle Minister for lax'ul Self-Government. Sir Surendra 
Nath Baru'rjea sjieaking in this ('ouncil lust year said: “I desire to 
Kirivp malaria from the hounds of Bengal, casting it out as au evil, alto- 
gether.** Sir, malaria is still stalkinja; the length and breadth of the land 
4)ut the Hon'hle Minister who made these big remarks is no longer with 
Us now. Such is the irony of fate. Malaria still exists and it is our duty 
still to fight it ; but what do we find Government doing in that direction? 

! notice that j»ri>visi(m (or a miserly sum of half a lakh of rupees only has 
been included under anti-malarial measures and a similar sum for a 
kala-axur campaign. Sir. does this sum meet the needs of the case? The 
people of Bengal art* dying in large numbers — by hundreds of thousands 
■ — and it is the first duty of •the Government to save these people, many 
of them dying from preventable diseases. I venture to ask. Sir, just a# 
the Hou'ble the Mah|radhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan ^aaked in on® 
of his previous speeches : “ If preventable, why not prevented?*' I say, 
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Sir# it ia the solemn duty on the part of the Government to see thatHhese 
diioases are jM*evenled, and as long as these scourges stalk through the 
leugth and breadth of this fair Province of ours it is our duty to protest 
in*8eason and out of season, till we have these things put upon a sound 
and satisfactory’ basis. 

Next, I turn to the question of agricultural farms. I find that only 
two districts farms, one at Mainaguri and the other af Jalpaiguri are 
being constructed. I hold, Sir, that there should l>e more of such model 
farms, which should l>e farms of which the jieople could 1 h» able to soy 
that they are paying farms. We want to teach the people more and 
more of the lietter ways of agriculture, and I would, therefore, welcome 
anything further along this line. 

I welcome the construction of a Veterinary Hospital in Docca 
although it In* the only one. pr<»vided for in the Budget. I will welcome 
anything that is for the welfare of the cattle of India. India largely 
depends on her cattle. All her pbmghiiig is done, all her goods are lK)rne 
in the country by her cattle. Her ptniple are largely used to a vegetable 
diet and therefore they have to make up fcU* their diet with the supply 
of milk and milk pnMlu< t,«»; and any attempt which has for its end of 
welfare iind l>enefit of the cattle of India should receive unstinted sup* 
port.fnuii every one of us in this }|»>use. It is on the (‘attle of India that 
the welfare of India dejHMids. That great lover of India, not with u.h now 
in Bengal, Sir John W(MidrofTe said : “ I am not surprised at the jMH’crty 
of India when I look at the meagre state of the cattle in India.'’ They 
are two interdependent thing'*. I trust, then, that the (Government will 
Consider the value of !>m h Tenifirks and will try (<» impnive the (’ondiiion 
of cattle in India. ui>on which so much depends. 


Toming to that part of the budget with which the Industries Depart- 
ment is (‘oncerned. I find tha! a small ilernonstratioii factory is going to 
be erected at the Scram|K»rc Weaving Institute, ami the construction of 
|iermanent quarters is to be proceedeil with f<ir the Survey School at 
Mainaraati in the Tippera district, I would urge ujum the (jovernmeni 
here the necessity of inipn»ving the inclustries of Imlia. Sir. there are 
two great fa<’tor« to the pn»sf>erify of this country — agric’ulture and 
industry. I shoubPlike then that (he industries of India be more and 
more developed; above ali that technical iM’hinds — schofils which teai’h 
people ho|r to start small cottage industries-^nhould l»e adequately 
fiubsidised by Goi’ernnient and not left, as they now are, to individual 
or private enterprise. I heartily approve of (he contention of the 
HonTde Finance Member when he says that be will fight against the 
reimpositioD of the 6-1 lakhs of rujiees by Ike Central Government upon 
the Government of Bengal. He has well said that “ this position is 
wholly unacceptable to us and we should fight to the utmost of our power 
to have it withdrawn/' I am of opinion that in tlys trontention he should 
have qpr whole-hearted support for the remission of the contribution to 
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the Central Government which will help ns a great deal on tlie way to 
achieve our object, provincial autonomy. 

Sir^ only this one word more in conclusion. As the Hon’ble the 
Finance Member lias said that he is prepared tq fight to |he utmost 
regarding the remission of Bengal’s contribution to the Central Govern- 
ment, so also will we, if I may be allowed to use the Hon’ble Member’s 
own words, fight to the utmost, till We find that by means of retrenchment 
we have made the top-heavy administration of this Province more accept- 
able to the people of Bengal. 

Bibu UME8 CHANDRA CHATTERJEE; I have given notice of a 
motion for rejecting the demand for saloons for His Excellency. It was 
no doubt a very daring act on my part and why I have been driven to 
commit this during act I will submit to the House at t ha commencement 
of the general discussion of the budget to-d'»v. I know that my motion 
will not be taken np to-day but I want to say why I gave notice of that 
motion. I simply mean to give opportunities to the members of this 
House, especially the members belonging to the Nationalist Party and 
others, to g<» into the principles inv(dved in the budget at the time of the 
general discussion, 1 am sorry I will not be able to make an impromptu 
speech in English, therefore, I have my reasons recorded in a written 
speech and I beg leave to read that out to the Hou^e. That will clear 
my position why 1 have given notice of that motion and similar 
notices have lieen given by other members. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: One moment, Umes Bubu. Do I understand that 
you are speaking to the motion of which you have given notice, namely, 
that the demand for Us, lO.tKM) for the construction of two broad guage 
saloons for His Kxi’elleiw’y be refused? 

Btbu UMES CHANDRA GHATTERJEE: I have not In^en able u> 
understand what you say ulKiut my motion, but I would like to take part 
in the general discussion, 

Mr. PRESIDENT t Yes. But I have to |K)int out that the time 
for giving your reasons will come when your motion is taken up. You 
will not be defuived of the opjnirt unity of giving your views in full 
on that occasion. We are now huvin^^ a general discussion on the 
budget . 

Babu UMES CHANDRA CHATTER4EE: At the outset, Sir, I 
ask tile (Vuimil to reject the whole budget. 

e, the Indians, out our coat acconling to our cloth, while our rulers 
plan the coat first and are then out to secure the means for the cloth. 
It is for this nnisun that 1 see dangers in the budgets of the Govern- 
ments. I hese budgets assume that the capacity of the Indian tax- 
jiayers is, as elastic as it is in the free countries of the wotld. The' 
Government have dVeated numerous departments and numerotam 
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poilff and have handsome pays for theee posts and to meet the 
ei^nditure hare t)een taxin^r people as high as necessity demands 
witJlout any consideration for the capacity of the taxpayer* In the 
free eonntries people have the means to wax their income and so the^^ 
csaif bear the strain of heavy taxation. In free countries, the wealth 
grows. In India the wealth has been yearly diminishing. The Indian 
people sell raw material and purchast^ manufuctureil goocls imi>t>rfed 
from the free countries. This was not the state of things when the 
Hindus were the rulers of the land. This was not the state of things 
even when the Muhammadans ruled (his land. This has been the slate 
of things under the nile of the British j»eople. The Brilish jwople 
rule not for the .^ake of revenue or for the .soke of pious duly of ruling 
but for the sake of trade, lliev rule us for compelling us to huy their 
goods. They do not stt>p here. To kf'ep comnideship with ofher free 
nations, they allow' the latter to bring and sell their manufactured goods 
ns well. In this w'ay the present rulers of the land have roldied us of 
our cainicity for making goods for our consumption and have thus 
deprived us of the m<‘ans of gaining and increa.sing our wealth. 

I am a villager by birth and I am still a villager. I am now G9 years 
old. During niy infancy the villages W4‘re in a prostH»mUH eondilion; 
they are now the sc 4 'm‘s of de.solation. r|K>n their ruins have grown 
the towns. Ida* towns are the proj>erties of tin* foreigners and the un- 
wary dwelh'rs therein, do not r(*alim* that. I'he electric fans, the 
electric lights, the pifv water, the motorcar, the tram car, the railways 
are the tight bondages of slavery which (he (own-dwellers will never 
be able to wvei. And what are the tow’n-dwvllersy' They are the 
brokers of foreign goods, fon^ign civilisatirm, ami foreign languages. 

I am afraid the (own-dwcIlers shall die, and with them the villagers, 
who rcK'ive iiinpiratum from tlo'in. I'he city civilisation has spread 
into the village*' and the faminhed villagers are buying the fascinating 
firii»«hed fon*ign gisaU at l)ie sacrific4' of their only wealth, the raw 
matt'iiaJs. The finished gomU. the villagers <’an well avoid, but the 
contagion is there and they are caught in (he net st*l up for oil the 
Iniliaii fs'ople by the shrewil foreign* finnhn’ers of these gofais. I’he 
town-dwellers make some money by iieg»>tinting the sale of foreign 
goods and helfting the spremi of foreign (ivilisation. But the money 
that the villagers niiSke by (1)4* #iule of raw materials is all absorbed in 
the puchasw of unnece.ssary ar^f avoidable foreign gixsls. Now the 
conting«*ncy, is that the villagers shall die and with their death, will 
come the death of the town-dwellers. 

In this view, Sir, I warn all (he memliers of the House. Ire they 
dwellers of towns or dwellers of villages, to refrain from taking any 
part in the budget discussion and to r«*fuse all (he demands for grant 
made by the Government. 

. We want cheap food, cheap raiment, eVap medicine, cheap educa- 
tion, cheap Oovemment, ciieap administration, eterything cheap, and 
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08 a ttiean.H to an end, we want to stop all imports. If the Govern- 
ment will accommodate us here, we in turn will accommodate the 
Government in its bud^^et. Otherwise let there be certification and let 
there la* immediate death for all the Indians. 

Government says, the salaries must be waxed. Otherwise the em- 
ployees will fail to live comfortably. But who will pay the expendi- 
ture. (Viiainly Government will not bring money from England. Is 
it not the duty of the Government to see that the taxpayers live as 
comfortaldy as the employees? The taxpayers are suffering untold 
miseries, day and night, and the employees have no right to live better. 

Wljut do we care, Sir, for army, navy and air-force. Have we any 
wealth ? All the wealth, that there is in India, belongs to the 
foreigners. VillagtA-dwellers have nothing to fear the loot of. If the 
town-dwellers have any money, it is i)aper money, which no foreign 
invader will care to take possession of. So, Sir, army, navy and air- 
force* are all necessary for the maintenance of British trade in this land 
and British trade means death to the Indian pef)ple. For the mainten- 
ance of British trade in India, complex Government and highly paid 
offit'ials have h<*en necessary at the cost of the life-blood of the village 
piH»ple. The House therefore ought to refuse the budget. 

The police, the army, the navy have immensely waxed in these .days 
and why? Because there has been an awakening in the rountr\' and 
to stifle this awakening, waxing of police, army and navy has been 
nec(‘ssury. If the Government will stop im|>ort and restore indigenous 
civilisation, the necessaries of life will W cheap and a miniature police, 
a miniature arniy, a miniature navy wnth a miniature Goveniment will 
suffice, and in that case there will he no fear of foreign invasion. The 
civilised nations loot tin* money of the unwary conquered and each vie 
with the other in that resj^ect and therefore each of them has the fear 
of invasion by the other. If good sense prevails with the Indians and 
if thi'y cease to buy foreign goods and learn to live upon what they 
produce themselves, and never cherish the idea of producing fascinat- 
ing goods to sell in others* countries, there will be no fear of foreign 
invasion for the Indians. 

My l)hs)d lH)ils in my veins to see the grandeur of Calcutta, and 
why ? I place this grandeur by the side‘of the heart-rending desolation 
of (he villages in my mind and pray (0 God. ‘He may so open the eyes 
of the dwellers of the towns that they resolve to give up everything 
foreign as s(s)]i as fhes«> worils of mine reach them. 

1 have adverted to desolation of the villages and what \» that 
desolation? That desolation is Iwid spleen, bad liver, .short life, pale 
face, wretcheil hut, bad water, want of f(x>d. want of raimeni, want 
of protection against shivering cold, want of protection against mos- 
quito bites, want of eyery thing necessaiy- to make life comfortable. ’ 
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BtmoTai ol Indian poverty. Sir, doeit not lie in teaching weaving 
and narpentry to the Indian Toulh». Theae oecupaiiona will not letcK 
nioie than Rs. 15 a month to an average weaver or carpenter and whai 
do Rs. 15 a month mean to an individoaly It ineann nmintenaiue for^ 
hia own self. Is he not to li>ok after his father, his mother, his hnith’er, 
his sister, if they want his help^ Is he not to marrv Is he not to 
develop his liruinJ' Is he to live u carjienter «>r weaver and to die aa 
suchy Will not the caste propensities intervene in the choice of 
o<*cuixition Y 

AihI what will the establishment of medical schools do^ They will 
help selling quinine and other foreign metiicines, and will bring 
m<mey into the [Hxkets of the foreigners. Where will the villaga 
fa*ople get money to jay the fees of doctor* and the prii't' of the forciga 
medicines ? 

Then what is the reiue<lyy The remedy, in a nutshell, is tha 
stopping oi all iiii|s»its and ct>mp<dling the country to produn* every 
thing that she nwds ami (hat is {Kissihle in Imlia. For India never 
had to rf‘ly upon iither countries for her existence ladore the advenl 
of British rule. 

Hut (he rulers will not do that unless conifadled. 1 (herefon* pray, 
the IIouiH^will ix'ject the whole hudgtd. 

Ktum Bahadur Mauivi MUSHARRUF HOiMIN: Before entering 
into the details of the budget presented to the House, I would rongra* 
tulate the Ilon’hle the Finame Member for his continued effort* for 
the increase of revenue and decrease of expenditure for the last three 
>ears, and rvinceedmg in preseiying a well-bnianctu! budget on both 
sides this year. Fnun the budget presented to us I am sorry I cannot 
find out what amount is being s|>ent for the salary (d the establishment 
in different deiMirtments and the uiiiounts that are being spent for their 
travelling allowances and other contingent expenditure. Nor does iV 
clearly show what amounts have been aavei] on these three heads tis a 
result of the repvjrt of the Hetrcnchmetit ('ommitU>e and that of the 
special offitvrs appointe<l to investigate into the pres<«n( exisuiditure 
under miscellaneous heads. If the Iloirble the Finance Member hail 
kindly given us details in the form I pow suggest and in the form in 
which e\eiy business* man would like to prepare hi* budget, a lot of 
inquiries that are now Isnug made by different memlK^rs would havo 
l)een useless, and the biidgt^t woubf have lH*<»n criticis<*d in a jmifier way. 

BBta HCMANTA KUMAR SARKARs Hay I call your atioDti<m, 

Sir, to the fact that there is no quorum at present? 1 move that the 
House be counted. 

Mr. RRBilDENTs (After a count had been taken.) 1 do not see 
the member who rai.«ed the question of a quorum, hut the risiuisite 
number of members is present. 
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KfMMl tifudiir Mittivi MUSHARRUF HOtSAlN: And the members 
could have suggested in what way retrenchments could have been more 
appropriately made. As it stands, Sir, the budget is vague, and no . 
priticism can be offered on the merits of the budget. 

Government have been spending steadily Ifor the last few years a 
coiisitlerable sum of public money on survey and settlement opera- 
tions which means nothing but bringing the record into line with the 
provisions of the present incomplete, objectionable, unjust and inequit- 
able Bengal Tenancy AH. The settlement operation has succeeded simply 
in unsettling the stale of the country, creating differences between class 
and class, and bringing chaos into the villages instead of doing any good 
to the people tfjon*. Wherever il has gone the good relations exist- 
ing between the landlord and his tenants disappeared, inturual qparrel 
between members of the same family has grown iip, and the quanel 
that would have taken a century to arise, arises at the advent of these 
undesirable otficers. In short, the public money that is wasted for 
this run with advantage l>e spent for suppression of kala-uzar which 
has broken out, I learn, m a virulent form in the southern part of 
the Tippni district and which has been taking away 75 persons or more 
from every thousand from Tarai, a track of country lying to the south 
of Durjreliiig Hill. 'I’o come to the Public Works Department new work'i, 

1 uui S(»rry 1 am unable to accept the idea of the department to make a 
sjoncrete bridge across Bnlasong river at a cost, I believe of Rs. 7 or 8 
lakhs, where' a bridge is already in existence and which can be kept in 
very good repair with half the interest the Government pays for that 
<'npital amount, In these days of retrenchment. I am not in favour of 
making bridges at u very high cost whrt’e an ordinary sal wood bridge 
•can be made at practically one-sixth of the cost. 

The money thus saved may be spent more usefully for improving 
the roads from Hagdogia to Adhikari, a s(‘hpme which 1 understand 
was approved by Ilia Excellency Lord Ronaldshay a few years ago. 

As for the expenditure on Education I cannot understand why the 
grant of Rs. 3 lakhs to the Calcutta University has been discontinued 
in the current year, I would ask the Hon'ble Minister — but I see 
be is absent now and in his absence I hope the Secretary will kindly 
explain to us — the exact reason why ibis has been done. 

1 see a provision of Rs, 2 lakhs has been made for the settlement 
opetntion in the Chittagong district. I do not know what sert *vf 
rights these people are enjoying there and I would retpeoifully atk 
the llon’ble Member in charge of settlement operations, to respect 
the vested interests of that place. 

I would now like to refer to one or two remarks that have been 
made by my hon’bh* — I beg your pardon, not hon'ble any more-— my 
friend Mr. Travers. He has spoken of the Jalpaiguri Medical Schoed# n 
X feel that I would he failing in my duty to my oonstituenoy if 1 did 
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QOi repeat the demand which he hae made before thia Houae. We 
are all aware that the Rajahahi dirision haa S districts with dalpaigiiri 
as its headquarters, and unfortunately there i* not a single medical 
school in the whole of that divi-^ion. Now that the other divisions aw 
getting their share, it is just end proper that Rajshahi should have a 
school within the division and Jalpaiguri i» the Wnt |d<U‘«* ft*r it. This 
eite has been approved so far as I know by two successive Govemow 
and hopes have Wn held out to us that this medical school will get 
support from the responsible (loveniment here. I would therefore add 
my request to the request made by my friend Mr. Travers that the 
Jalpaignri Medical Scluxd should get a sutbcjeni sum this \ear, even in 
this year’s budget. 

Xe.tt he rfderred to the Talpnignri Agrnoiltural Farm. I would 
fail in my duly if I did not sup|Tort him in asking the House to support 
the estahli*ihnient of an agriciilt\iral farm in the distiict of .Talimiguri. 
aUh(»ugh I differ with him as to the site of the fanu. While I believQ 
that this petty liifferencc can be settled. 1 will be glad io have the 
farm at Mainagiin, and T am glad provision has been madt' in this year'a 
bmiget for the ostahlishment of a farm there. 

I would also add my supiKirt to his proposal for a grant for the 
Lower Jalducca bri<ige. and I may tell this House that this bridge is 
wanted not only by the I’iuropean people then*, but iluit it is uaiitef) 
by the Tndiawj as well, both agriculturists and planters. I hope this 
year .sufficient money will be given to the Executive I'ngineer there tq 
begin the work of c<>nstnicti«ui of the bridge, and I hope by next year 
1 1 . ].! !<!''** u ill he < . 

There is another stjbjecf to whi< h other gentlemen have also refer- 
red. and that is as regards drinking water. The (piestion of drinking 
water in tlie rural areas i.s a very acute one. So far as I know, in 
certain phice-*, the |>e<ijde drink water which. I believe, should not 
l>e taken even by cattle, and if any resp^msible (}f*vemment is eager 
for the health of the pe<>ple of Bengal, T believe that provision 
should 1m* made for a sufficient grant ft>r giving to the district boards 
and other n*sfmnsible bo<lies, pr<ivisi«>n f<»r goml drinking W’at^r in 
their resfM*ctive area.**, (tf course I know (hat part of the })ublie works 
cess was given iij» by the (iovct;nincnt to (he di»»tnct boards, and they 
underto<»k to bxik to suffic^nt iiioTiey lM«ing sfH*nt for diinking water, 
but I would like to jKiint out thal thi'* money is <juile inude<|uafei., and 
unless more money is provided for making lM*tt4’r f>rovision for drinking 
water in rural areas, the prevalence of inularia and other diseases will 
be greater. 

I want to say just a word about the Veterinary Hospital at 
Dacca which is now being established there. From my own expert- 
enre of a Xetorimry Hos{ntal at dal()niguri I want to inform the House 
that the people do not appreciate (he utility it. The hospital 
established at Jalpaiguri has practically got no patienta now; «o^it will 
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be 0 waste of good money e.stabli9hing a new veterinary hospital at 
Da<M‘a. I would awk the House to refuse this grant and to utilise it 
for the supply of pure drinking water in the rural areas. That money 
would he much better spent in this direction. , 

As regards the police budget, lots has been said. I would point 
out one thing. So far as police buildings are concerned, the types 
of the buildings may be changed and made less expensive. I know 
palaces have been built in villages at enormous cost, and I know ^ome 
of these buildings will be deserted on account of retrenchment 

[The member at this stage having reached the time-limit, had 
to lesume his seat.] 

Bibu BADRI DAS GOENKA: When I listened to the budget speech 
of the Ilon’ble the Finance Member, my first impression was one of 
immense relief, not uniningled with gratitude, at the drastic retrench- 
ments whii h enabled him to pre.sent a surplus estimate, the first of its 
kind in the reforms era, and the prospects of a return of the good old 
days loomed large before me. I wi.sh I could retain that first impression 
after a perusal of the detained statements supplied to us. I find, however, 
that the budgets of the first years under the reforms have been balanced 
more by increased taxation than by actual retrenchments. The revised 
estimate for the current year shows that we have increased our revenue by 
alK>ut 1 crore 27 lakhs of rupees since 1021*22 by new and enhanced 
taxes, while the expenditure, after leaving aside the irrigation figures 
as the llon’hle Member asks us to do, although there is no justification 
for omitting items 14 and lo, indicates a reduction of only Rs. FI lakhs 
from the actuals of 1922*2.‘l and Rs. 44 lakhs from the budgeted estimate 
of that year; if to these l>e added a sum of say Rs. 10 lakhs, the approxi* 
mate normal growth of expenditure, the tolal amount retrenched ccmies to 
Rs. 2d lakhs on the actuals or Rs, lakhs on the budgeted amount, 
although the Retrenchment Committee, including, as it did, men of all 
shades of opinion, suggested a total cut of about I crore GO lakhs of rupees 
on the budget figures of 1922-23. 1 cannot even surmise at this stage what 
the findings of the Committee on taxation will W and also the attitude of 
the provincial Government on them, hutd have this honest conviction that 
in 5he«e days of falling prices deficit l\udget& are to be balanced more by 
retrtmehmenw man by imposing new (axes, and I firmly Jjelieve that 
there is still enough scope in this direction so far as our province is con- 
cerned. As yet the reductions have been effected mainly iif contingencies 
and allowances, while the establishments have been practically left intaet. 
The Hon’ble the Finance Meml>er has said ** we have thus cut our ^pendl- 
iure to the miniroun.** 'With due deference I may point dut that oh more 
than one occasion the Government asserted that they had reached the 
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tiM Mlvmtion of the Province lies in the development of the n«tion-hnild- 
ing departments and so money must l»e found for them by further retrench* 
meats. The surplus in the present estimate is more illusory than real. 
Though I cannot conceive that the Central Government can, with ai^y 
seftiblance of justice, a^ain demand the contribution from us, I believe 
that our financial |aJsition is far fmm satisfactory. With no immediate 
prospects of any increase in revenue, the surplus will l>e used up by (be 
normal increase in charges due to the intrtMluction of the time-scale of 
pay l»efore the ei|uilibriuni is established and then our condition will be 
as precarious as ever. 

Coming to the actual estimates for the next year I find that the trans- 
ferred side shows no improvement. In the reviM*d Cf-timate for th© 
eurrent year the percentages of expt^nditun^ for transferixul and reserved 
groups are **^44 and tiC, but in the next year’s budget thesi' have changed 
a little to the di'-advnntage of the former; yet the llon’ble the Finance 
Member si»eiiis In ha%’e taken great pain** to show that he has very liWrally 
treated the trun«irrred grtiup. This distribution is all the more striking 
when we remember that one of the main considerations for apjaiinting 
the Kelrenclimcnt (\jmmittcc was timl udccpiute funds tt> meet the popu- 
lar demands for larger expenditun* on education, sanitation, agriculture 
uiid othej sinrilar purposes. The percentages of the voted and non-voted 
amounts have also moved adversely to the former. Thus while in the 
reviserl estimate the noi»-\oted expenditure amount<‘<l to Hs. 1 ,1?K.44,(MM) 
out of a total of Its, in the nt*xt vearV hudget these come to 

Rs, I, tUi, -■}!>, (MM) in a total estimate c»f Ks. |().d!,7J).(MMI, This I'ertuinly 
d(a's not a/'cord with the avowed p<dicy t>f the authorities to grant morvi 
power to this,^4f‘^’'i^*’ (he*<‘ontr<d of the finances (»f tlie Pnivince. 

Another very important fact, which strikes even a ( asuai reader of th© 
estimate, is that while all principal items of expenditure show inercas©*, 
in se^e^Hl <aises substantial, over (be revised estimate for the currtMit year, 
education gets less. One couhl Imve scmcelv co!u»*ived this state of 
affair© when he heard the Ilon’hle the Finame MemlaT s|»cuk on lb« 
steady gmwth of expenditure on this head. 

Th© main sourees of our revenue are certainly inelastic, but I l»eiievo 
that some minor ©cmn'es like forests, industries, etc., if pniperly exploited, 
can give us Wtier returns. 1 ha%'e*not the latest figun»s in my hand but 
a comparison of lb© 1922-23 figufes for the net revenue from fort'sts in the 
major provinces will show that our inc(»me from this source is the lowest. 

I do not know what this unfortunate circumstance is due to, whether to 
any fundamental defwl or to a lack of initiative, but I may say (bat tbjs 
is one of our b<^t p^itential sources and its development on the line# of the 
tTait©<l Province# and Bombay is sure to give us better return#, and »o I 
welcome the proposed inctmm in grants in this direi’tion. Similarly 
•* indiiiiri©#,” ipecially th© cinchona plantation# with proper attention 
rcrald alaa help tia snb»tantially; it i# a pity that in spite of th© unique 
poeilion of our Govemuidtti h# practically the soleaptoducer of thi# very 
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iruporUnt rlru^r in this part of the countiy, the revenue from this head is 
steadily decreasing?. These are minor matters, but I want to point out the 
liijCN ill which eiieixv and attention of the Government might profitably 
be (1 irej teil and which m»ght enable them to be independent of the 
vagaries of fluctuating and precarious sources like excise, ete. • 
The expenditure side of our budget has always l>een subject to criticism 
fre<iueiitly bitter and uncharitable. I also cannot help making a few 
observijfions on it. We cei*tainly spend proportionately more on Police, 
(leneral Administration (except I'nited I^roviuces) and Administration of 
Justice* Ilian any other major province while our educational expenses are 
niuclj b'ss. I’liUs while on the average Bombay spends about 12 per cent, 
of lier expenditure on police, Madras 1 1 -5 per cent., Punjab 10 per cent., 
in Bengal the [lercentage is about 18, If the expenditure on other \tems 
be compared in tiic same way the adverse position of Bengal will at once 
be apjmieiit. 

The items w hicb show sulistantial inerements in exiienditure are Land 
Kevi tiue, f. Medical and 1‘ublic Health. The increased expenditure 
on lanid Uev<Miue has been justified on several grounds and we can accejit 
it as uiiavoidalde. In Police also, the retrenchments which were effected 
maifil> in allowances and conlingencicH have ]>een tnade good tin’s year on 
the plea of maintaining the efli<'ien<‘y. The increase in Mcdicaj appears 
to me to la‘ more apparent than real and i> mainly due to large grants 
to the \aiious institutions tor nur.ses. and larger proMsions under lunatic 
asylums, specially that at Kanchi. I may incidentally mention here that 
the auth<*iities should have treated with more consideration the non-Gf>v. 
ernnomt im iliral institutions like the Parmi<*hael Medical Tidlege, which 
are doin'/ Midi ex<*ellent and useful work>» Sir, the only refreshing thing 
in tiie wbf*le budget is tlie exj)enditure on l‘ubljc IleaPli and I doubt 
not that the llon’ble the Finance Member and also the Minister-in-charge 
wiiom we miss to-day, wall earn the gratitude of the people for their 
attempt to remove the most serious grievances of the mufassal. On the 
other hand, Sir. the estimate for Education is wholly disappm'nting. 
Apart from (lie fact that it is, in sud contrast t<i other hemls, less than the 
revised estimate, there are so many anomalies ben* and there that I can 
hardly recom ile them with what the llon’lile the FinWire Member said 
on 4he subject. 1 do not grudge any increase in expenditure on the 
revised side of education, but I wish that the institutions on the trans- 
ferred side might also get la^tter treatment, * I cannot also help making 
a passing remark on the glaring injustiee done to the Calcutta University; 
while, the Dacca University gets Bs. 9 lakhs of which Rs. 4 lakh.s ar« 
recurring, the authorities have not found their way to grant to tht Cal* 
cuUa ITniversity anything to wipe off its deficit, and yet both are Univers 
sities in the same Provinc'e. # 

* I have nearly finished, Sir. I would have been glad to make some 
iefen*nce to the expenditure under Irrigation and Navigation to show how 
;Ae high hojies hasedipn the efficiency and capacity of the dredgers 
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Jtttnald$hayr Colley" and B uni itan ** have been fah^ified and alst> 
to aoiue other achemes, but I refrain from doing that at thia atage. I 
Irani, however, to make one suggeation aa to the framing of the budgi^. 
TImI estimates at preaen) emanate from one man. No doubt the Finance 
Member is almost always one of the ablest ofttcnaU of the Government 
and he has l)efore him all the facts, figures, and re<iuireinents of the 
various departments and alst> the nuggestions eml>odied in the restdutions 
of the Council, but he is alone and not always iiifalUble. The 
House can reduce or r<»fuse grunts, but cannot inctease them or insert 
new items. Indeed it is ixissible to introduce supplementary estimatea 
for those re<|uirenmnts which have lieen left tmt, but would it not be a 
l)etter arrangt^ment that the Government shall franu* the budget, as is 
the practice in many countries of Kuit»j>e, in consul tut ion with an advi* 
sorv ImmIv, not iicccHstirilx < on>^isting wholly of ineinheis of tliis House, 
hut ulw of experienctnl financiers, businessmen nml representatives 
the general jmhlicy The niiiin ohjections to this piuctice are tliut it 
is against the traditions, not only of the Governments in India hut also 
of the Britisli (Jovernment and that this will give puhlicity to Govern-* 
merit projxisals in the dire<'tiou of luxes like Customs. Income-Tax, etc., 
which uuiv I'uu^^c tinancial lo^^ to the (it)vi*rniiient . In }»rovinciHl Oov- 
ernmeiif % like (iui> there is it»j sui h (UUm* for anxiety; cm the other hand 
we may the lamefit of the suggestions from exisMienced finunciers 
ns well ns froJii the representatives of the people, I thiiHt the idea is 
well-worth considering, although it may, at fiist sight np|anir a liit 
revolutionary. 


•HAH 8YE0 EMDAOUt^lAQ spoke in iteiignli. The Iranslution 

of his ‘.[ceech is as fcjllows ; — 

I pointed out the dcfecln and hleiiiishes in the hudgei estimates of the 
past years and with all the emphasis tl»at 1 etmld c<»mmutid, but they 
were unavailing. I hail from the mufassul, and, therefore, 1 fully real- 
ise the ileplonthle condition of the villager**. They are all tlying in 
thousands in every year for want <»f siitficient nouri*^hme!it. and are being 
swept away in ‘milljons from malaria, kala-asar and other kindred 
diseases. But wkfti steps are the Government taking to mitigate thesA 
evils. I moved t^kniions in thisTouncil willi a view to ameliorafing 
their miserable condition, but what has been substantially doneP 
Nothing, I submit. In this vast tfact of country only B<*. hft» l»een 

allotted for* water-supply and one lakh of rupees for stamping out 
malaria and kala-axar. For the purpose of supplying the piilice with 
cots and raoswiuito-netf a lakh has l»cen allotted and for <dher purposes 
of great importance which cannot a‘ all In* neglected we nr^tice that an 
infinitesimally small sum is provided as if with the utmost possible 
reluctance. So far as the question of education is concerned, Govern- 
ment have displayed a tinge of indifference. We have not allotted suQ* 
cient funds for the furtherance of free primary education and although 
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a resolution was passed in ibis Council for the dissemination of jeduca- 
tioD amongst the depressed classes and the establishment of a ]fuham« 
Ibadan Arts College, the money allotted for these purposes, w^n care- 
fully analysed, would conclusively prove to be insufficient. . 

1 moved a resolution and putting several questions in this Council in 
the past for the establishment of a medical school at Chittagong. 
Although that resolution was not carried, hopes were entertained in our 
minds that Government would do something in that direction. It is 
apparent, however, that a certain sum of money has been allotted for a 
medical school at Mymensingh. There is a medical school at Dacca and 
Mymensingh is very close to Dacca whereas Chittagong is far distant. 
Under the circumstance, I do not think any useful purpose will be served 
by establishing a medical school at Mymensingh. This seems to me 
more in the nature of “ carrying coal to Newcastle.” Mymensingh has 
not a pressing need for a medical scliool, bei'ause there already exists a 
medical school in Dacca, which is contiguous to Mymensingh, whereas 
Chittagfuig which is far away from Dacca, urgently re(|uires a medical 
8ch(K)l. I hof>e the claim of Chittagong in this respect will receive 
adequate consideration at the hands of the Government. 

I also movcMl a resolution in this (Council alnnit the Fuyzunnes-sa 
Girls’ Sch(M)lH at Comilla and it was patent that the sympathy of Govern- 
ment was sufficient with this school, but it is a matter (»f regret that no 
sum has been allotted for this institution. There is also another Muham- 
madan Girls' School in Comilla. Both of tliese schools and the Comilla 
College will retpiire financial assistance fn)m the Government and these 
institutions should not be lost sight of. To allay the distress of the 
typists and copyists a resolution was moved and (fovernment also 
synipathised with that resolution and I hoped something would be done in 
this respect also. 

I am always a lover of truth and it i.s a sin to suppress the truth. 
Every year increases are made in regard to new establishments whereas 
no improvement in the natural (omlition of the people is effe('ted. 
Although it is not within my province to enter into a problem which is 
romplicnl<‘d and which concerns the Ministers in the main, I must say 
that the Ministers \uv not in a position to dis<'harge their duties effici- 
ently for want of funds, and therefrire they cannot satisfy their country- 
men and eventually lose their confidence. In highly civilised countries 
like Japan and America, the salaries of the high officials are much too 
low when compared with the .salaries of the high officials of India. But, 
Sir, we have no control over these salaries. If these salaries are reduced 
and travelling allowances curtailed, a considerable saving can be effected 
and the financial position of the Government will be placed on a sound 
and satisfactory footing. The solvency of the Government Exchequer 
will be imminent, the i>eople will be soothed to their satiety, and all these 
disruptions and disorders will disappear and the Government will be a 
peaceful Oovei^ment! 
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Mmtlvi MYYtO SULTAN ALU It is an undeniable fact that tbe 
600 iioi|ic condition of Indta^ including Bengal, i» getting worte day by 
day. We have been reduced to suck abject poverty that even the etnall 
aemindar*. I can daresay, lead a half-starved life. They cannot h%v« 
twn mealT sufficient to, maintain themselves. If that be the state St 
things in the country, we can clearly understand what the conditioji of 
the middle class and of the ordinary low class pwiple of this country* has 
become. ArfJ and industries <iied out long ago and the only resource 
upon which we are to depend is the annual agricultural produce of the 
land. But as we are to depend upon foreign production for the necea* 
saries of our lifo^ we are to spend the whole of our income every year for 
that and for our bare maintenance. leaving no margin for future and the 
natural result is that os soon as there is any flood or innundation, or for 
any other reason there i-t failure of a particular crop in the country, 
widespread famine breaks out and jiestilence sweepn away a large imm- 
Wr of the jMipulation of this country year after year. In this eonnt»rtion 
I may mention that some two or thret* years Imck there was a famine in 
the Satkhira sub<livision of the Khulna district. Some special grant 
to redn‘S8 the gnevanres of the people was made and the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber went to the place to hold an investigation, and although we are 
aware that husbarid.s sold wives for T* rupees, fathers .sold sons and 
daughtefs for 2 to fi rupee.s — not for making money, liut for the reason 
that if at least they can dispose of some memliers of their family, they 
will bo able t6 maintain themselves — even umh'r those cinniinstances our 
benign Government w<»uld not decdure famine for fear of great exfien- 
ditiire. Some Us. 50,000 was granted, but that w as not sufficient for thu 
purp^m*. How was it then tha^ we were able to cop<» writh the situation P 
We ‘•ent men up to Bombay and the merchants of that place helpi'd US. 
They contributetl nearly a lakh of rup4»es. (’ontribulions were also forth- 
coming from f»ther parts of Jhuigal. including (^alcutta. Sir I*. 
took the leail and ihv people were partly saved fnnii death in this way. 

[Here the Council a«ljnurned for 15 minutes.] 

C>n the Council reassembling, Mr. President called U|>on Maulvi 
Sayy'ed Sultan AH to continue his sj»eecli. 

■ab« BUOY kSiSHNA BOtEi I« tbm< n quorum, Sir. 

On a (‘ount )>eing taketf it was found that there was no quorum. 

AdJottnuntfiL 

The Council w’as then^upon adjourned till 3 p.m. on Wednesday, the 
27th Februaiy*, 1924, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengil Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

Tf!E Council nu‘t in the Council Chamber in tbe Town HaP, Calcu^a, 
on Wednesday, the 27th February, 1924, at 3 p.m. 


Preeenti 

The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four Hon'ble Members 
of the f^xerutive Council, two Ilon’ble Ministers (the Hon’ble Maulvi 
A. K. Fttxl-ul Iliiq and the IIotFble Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan 
Ghuznavi), and lOf] nominated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to whioh oral answers were given). 

Telegraph Offloe at NawabganJ (Malda). 

*L. Babu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: (u) AVill the Houble 
the Member in charjre of the Depiiftment of Commerce l)e pleased to 
state what steps, if any, have been taken to remove the want of a 
Telejrraph (dliee at Nawabjranj, a Municipal towii and the seat of a 
Munsif in the district of Muldn? 

(h) Is the llt)n’ble the Member aware, that some residents of Xuwab- 
pauj, sinea 1917. successively exe^-uted five jjuarantee lK>nds, for the 
purjK>se, at the direction of the tio\ennneut, tiie last of which being 
atTepU'd in February, 1922? 

(r) Is it a fact that the cost of establislnn^ a conihined office at 
Nawabjrauj was eariuarked in the bud^'t l of l!>22-2d? 

(ff) If so, what are the reasons for tlie »lelay in takinvf the neces- 
sary action in (he iiuUUt? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (tha 
Hon’ble Mr, J. Donald)! tci) to (4) The pfoj>osal to oi>eu a 
Telefrraph Otfice at Nawnhganj in the district of Malda was put 
forwnnl hy the ha ul officers in 1913. After pn^longed nef?i»Uations, the 
guarantee lM)nd was executed in Septeml>ef, 1918, hy some loc^al resi- 
dents, hut the offi<*e could not be openwl owing to restrictions resulting 
from the War. The launl had to be revises! in 1920 owing to the 
increase in the cost of materials, hut the project had again to be post- 
jK»ned owing to financial stringency. The financial responsibility was 
ultimately accepted by Government on 2nd June, 1922, on a fresh bond 
executed in April, l422. Before the oflice could be o})ened, howevtr^*^ 
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til# 6oTemment of India promolgatod reTiaed rule* for the otponing of 
near Mrfrrapli Office, under which parties requestinjir offices are 
required to furnish the full (ruarantee instead of the half fruarantee aa 
before. The guarantors have been informed of the new rule, and it 
noV necessary for them to furnish the required guarantee to the Poitai 
Department direct. Funds for the opening of Telegraph Offices aro 
allotted from Imperial Revenues. 


Miiflieipil ttxat on ariMo lands urtthin munioifialttiaa. 

•LI. Babn BORODA PR08AD DEY: Is the Hon'ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of I^>cal Self-Oovem merit aware that 
then* is u trend of opinom in the mufussal municipalities that arable 
lands within municipal areas should not be hunleiiwl wdth municipal 
taxes on the gn>und that they give rise to constant ilisagrcemcut between 
the owners of'^such lands and the lot'al municipality? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENTt DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. G. S. Dutt): Oovernment have no such 
information. 

Babu BORODA PROSAD DEY: Will the Oovernment U» pleased 
to make an inquiry at least from the municipality of the Howrah dislrict!^ 

Mr. G. S. DUTT: It is for the municipality to urge the matter if 
they wish to and not for the (lovernment to make an impiiry. 


Unitarrod Quottiono 

(anawon to wtiioh wore laid on the table). 

Alleged dissection of Mubantmadan prieonire dying in Jtito. 

94. Maulvi SAYYED SULTAN ALI: {n) Will the Ilon'hle the 
Member in charge of the Departnient of Revenue (JaiDl l>e pleoseit 
to state whether it iif a fact thajL the bodies of Muhamniiidan prisonera 
who die in Jail are dissect<sl ? 

(b) If so, will the llon'hle the Memlier Ik* pleaw*d to state what 
steps (if any) have been taken to put a stop to such practices? 

MEMBER in ohargi of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILi] 
(tbo Hon*bli Sir Hiigh Staphonson): (a) No; the rule regar<1ing 
poft-mortem examination is as follows: — ** In the event of the death 
^ a prisoner in the jail, if d<*aih is snsfiecteil to have been due ta 
dauses other than natural causes or if the cause oi death is not known^ 
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he Hihe Medicftl Officer) shall make a complete poit^rtem examina- 
tion of the body. In other cases, he shall see the body and shall satisfy 
himself as to the cause of death; if he is also the Superintendent of 

Jail, he shall then pass orders for disposing the body in accord- 
ance with the religion or custom of the community or caste to which’the 
deceased prisoner belonged; if he is not the Superintendent he shall 
report the cause of death to the Superintendent, who shall then pass 
orders for disposing of the body.” 

The Coroner of CaloatU hM authority to require a pott^mortem examinatioa 
in the caio of the death of every prisoner who dies in the Presidency Jail. 

In all cases, whether a poM -mori&m examination is or is not made, the reason for the 
action taken should be explained in the monthly sick return No. 29. 

{}*) The question does not arise. 

Afiiant River Scheme. 

SS. Mr. A8HINY COOMAR BANERJEE: (a) Will * the Hon ble 

the Menilier in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
aiate whether thert^ is any scheme r<*a(ly for ojaming out the Anjana 
Itiver in the district of Nadia? 

{!)) What steps, if any, have In^en taken to give effect to the same? 

MEMBER in dwge of DEPARTMENT of IRRICATION (the 
Hon'ble the Mahtrajadhind* Bahadur of Burdwan): (o) Yes. 

(h) The scheme has Iniiii sent to the ('ollector of Xadia for disposal 
under the Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement A(“t of 1920. 


Vital etatistios of Tippera. 

M. 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon hie the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Loral Self-Government be 
pleastvl to stale the numWrof births and deaths in the district of Tippera 
lor the last 11 years? 

(h) If tiien‘ Ih* an excess of deaths over births have the Government 
arriveil at any tlecision os to the reason for the depopulation of the 
district P 

(f) Are the Govern meut aware that’ (Kala-azar) is prevalent in an 
epidemic form in the Tippera district? 

(d) Are Uie Government aware that cholera has been ravaging the 
Cbondpur suMivision ami some parts of the Sadar subdivision of the 
Tippera district? 

(e) If so, what steps have the Govenimeut taken to remedy the evilsF 

Mr. C. 8 . OUTTi (a) Births: 1921-62,234; 1922^-^1,316; 1923— 
60 962. 

Deaths: 1921— 4>, 467; 1922-4Ji,292: 192L~49.397. 
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(h) TEw has b«en no excess of deaths over births in the dh^ct 

as a whole. 

(c) GoTemment are aware that Eala-asar is present in the district, 
Theenumber of cases of JKala-axar admitted for the treatment at aid<^ 
hospitals and dispensaries in the district during 1921 was 276 and in 
1922 was 1,062. During 1923 also 1,288 cases of the disease had been 
treated at dispensaries and special Kala-axar centres, up to the end 
of July. The reported deaths from Kala-aiar in Tippera durinjf the. 
past 3‘yeani wore 10 (1921), 61 (1922) and 677 (1923). It is probable 
that the increasinpr numl^er of cases rec'eiving treatment and deaths 
rep<»rted is mainly a result of the jrrealer interest that has ^n tak^ 
in Kala-asmr since tlie SjK'cial Government survey was carried out in 
1920-21 and also owinj? Ui ffreater care in the diajniosis of the condition. 

(d) Cholera oi'curs every year in Chandpur and the Satlar siilalivi- 
sion of the Tippera district. The deaths from this cause in these two 
divisions for the j>ast five years are driven Wlow : — 


1919 1929 

1921 

1922 

1023 

Sadar sulMlivision — 

1,364 

846 

2,096 

1,617 

Chandpur subdivision — 

929 8^)9 

673 

1 .297 

650 


(c) The relief of sickness and prexmition of disease is jirimarily 
the duty (»f local authorities. The tlistrict Iniard of Tipjwra appointed 
a health officer in 1!)22 and this ofticer hu.s orfrmiized a nuinlier of special 
Kala-uzar ccntn^s in the district. It i.s Indieved also that the district 
lioard have similarly ndopte<l measun\s for chfH’kini? the sjmnnl of 
cholera in various parts of the di,strict. (iovemnieni have n‘cently made 
a special ^rarit towanls the cost »if ant:-kala-azar measures, and the 
Dirwdor of Publii* Health has also at-sisted the district lK»ard in n*sj)ect 
of anti-<*holera work, (j<jvemmeni’s |M»licy with n^^rard to anti-kala- 
azar work is staterl in detail in their Ilesiilution No. 2671-P.n., dated 
6th Xovemher, 1921, puhlisb(*<l in the Calcutta (tazeite of the 7th ul^PTn. 


Erosion of.Noililiti loom. 

97. Mmi SATYENDRA CHANDRA MITRAl (a) Will the HoiPble 
the Member in char^fo of the Politicol Department lie pleased to state 
whether it is in the crmtemplation of (fovemroent to remove immediately 
the headquarters station of Xoakhali to Maijdif 

(6) If the answer to (o) is in the negative, why are large sumj of 
money being spmit lor building purpoee* at Maijdi during the present 
financial yearf * 
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ic) Are the GoTemment aware of the formation of a big char to the 
south and east in continuation of the present town and the consequent 
recession of the river about 3 miles off to the south? 

• (d) Are the Government contemplating the immediate removai of 

the Jail and the Police Lines to MaijAiP Is the Hon’ble the Member 
aware that the Khal to the north of the Jail has become shalloweit and 
that the remotest risk of erosion by the Khal, if any, may be removed by 
constructing a bund across the Khal to the east of the Bailway station 
at a cost of about 10,000 rupees? 

,V/) Are the Government considering the desirability of not) spending 
anything at Mnijdi without considering the changed circumstances? 

(/) Is the llon’ble the Member aware of the assurances given by Hia 
Excellency in reply to the address of the Anjuman Ulema at Noakhali 
that without close observation of the course of the river no further 
exi>en(Utun* would Ik* incurred? 

{/;) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to narrate the 
circumstances necessitating the expenditure of a large sum of money 
during the current financial year? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (th#1fon»ble 
Sir Hugh Stephenson): (a) No. The situation at Nuakhali'is being 
clojwdy w*at('bed. 

(b) The fear of frontal attack is for the present remote, but the flank 
attack on the west of Noakhali is more ix*rsistent. If thisr continues the 
huildings at Noakhali may again be endangt‘re<l ami a move may become 
immediately necessary. The amount , to l>e 8i>ent in 1923-24 is 
Ks. 1,04,090 for raising sites and burning bricks at Maijdi out of a budget 
provision of Us. 2 lakhs. 

(c> Yes, but the attention of the memlx'r is drawn to the reply to (6). 

i//i No numediute removal of buildings i» contemplated. Govern- 
ment is «i(lviw‘d that the c(tii*^truction tj a bund across the Kh(d should 
not l>e attempted as stattnl in the rt*ply to Council question No. 345 of 
February. 1923. 

(cl The wi>rk now Uung done is the least that w*iU ensure a continuity 
of administration in the event of serious erosion again starting. 

(/) His Excellency’s rt*ply to thrt Anjuman made no mention of such 
ex|Kmditure, 

(i;) The question does not arise. 


Recruitment of e ffloer e encl ineligibiiity of pertone not having tMr 
demieile within the Provinoe. 

9L Mm HIM CHANDRA NABKER: (a) WUI the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Appmntment Department be pleaaed to state 



im,] 


QrESTIOKS. 


«S 

whatber, in recruiting offii'era for any tiwvioe under this Goremment, 
any rule or rules, written or unwritten, ate ot>ser\ed in shutliujr imt 
persons who have not their domicile within tliis I’n>.«idency ? ' 

If so, are the Government considering the desirahilitv of aliolishJ 
ingr ^ch a rule? 

(c) Is the Hon’blo the Member aware of the existenee of any such 
rule or rules, written or unwritten, which ^^n^ obtier^tHl in anv other 
Pronncos in India, by which any j^rson. hannjf his domicile within this 
Presidencj- is shut out from getting any api>oin(ment in those Pronncesf 

(d) If 80, are the Government considering the desirability of moving 
the proper authorities to remove any such rule or nilesy 

^r) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, are the Uovermuont mn- 
sidenng the desirability of im|uiring through the propter channid and of 
placing the result of such an iinjuir^’ on the l.ibrary table P 

MEMBER in ofiarge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tha 
Hon’bto Sir Hugh Stephenson): in) The rules for the (lirtvM recruit- 
ment of the Bengal Civil Service H^xi^utive ), the Bengal Excise' SiTxice, 
the Bfuigal Police Service*, the Suheniiimte Civil Service* and the 
rpfx‘r Division of the Secretariat (derical Service prescrilx' that a candi- 
date iiiusf l>e a native of the pnivince or have a ]H‘rmanent domicile within 
the province. 

(h) The answer is in the negative. 

(c) (iovernmf*nt liave no infonimtion. 

i(h Does riot aris<*. 

(fd The answer is in the negative. 


Chinsura Agricultural School. 

SS. Babu SAILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI: (n) Will the 
Ilon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriiulture and 
Indu.stries be plenstv! to state whether it Las U'eii decidnl to ( lose the 
Chinsura Agricultural Schfxd? 

(h) If so, are the^ (lovernment ronsidering the desirability of nx'on- 
sidering the matter? 

MINlSIfR In ohargo of DEPARTMENT of ACRfOULTURE antf 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’Me Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu ANmad Kfian 
Chltlfiavi): ia) It was decidcnl to cIosk* the school. 

(h) Representations that have been made to the Oovemmonl for a 
reversal of thig decision are now under consideration. 

Babtt iORODA PROSAO OfYl Will the Government be pleated 
to give leaaoBs for closing up the school ? 
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The Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVi: 

The reasons for closin^r the school will be found in the recommendations 
of the Retrenchment Committee. 


DiMMiiioii of the Budget of the Govemmefit of Bengal for 19^25* 

Mauivi SAYYEO SULTAN ALIS Yesterday I briefly descried the 
condition of the famine-stricken area of Khulna, the site of it at that 
time wa.s one for the gods to see. The condition of unaffected areas 
of the Province is not much better. The country has been reduced 
to such ubje<'t pmvorty in consequence of administration. When once 
the i^eople of a place l)ecome weak for want of proper food and cloth- 
ing and fall an easy prey to disea.se, it is no remwly to distribute freely 
medicines such as (juinine and the like instead of rooting out the cause, 
I mean removing their economic distress. But to our misfortune no 
attempt in that direction has yet been made by the Government. 

When the jieople want money for medical relief, e<hication, sani- 
tation, water-supply, irrigation, development of arts and industries 
and the like the Government’s usual reply is that there is no money. 
As instances of it I can mention that the establishment of a Muham- 
madan Cs)llege in Calcutta has Wn very kwnly felt for a long time 
by the Musalmans and its necessity was also recognised by the 
Sadler Coniini8.sion ; in spite of that the Government found no 
money, till a Muhammadan Minister was placed in charge of Educa- 
tion in Bengal. In this connection, I am fv)nstniined to obsene that 
my hon'ble friend, Mauivi Kunjl Iluq ‘{’haudhuri. has failed to repre- 
stuit the o[)inions of his Moslem brethren when he said that there wa« 
no necessity for a Muhammadan College. Primarj^ education is 
another thing the necessity of w’hich has be<*n recognized by the Gov- 
ernment from a long time jmst but could not l>e introduced for want of 
funds. As the time is very short, I do not take item by item but 
s}ieak of some only. For the necessity of the people the Government 
seldom find money but when about 70 crore.s of rupees were 
required for additional military expenditure the Government could 
easily nicH't it. Similar in the ca.se -with the exj)epditure of the Police 
Dcqiartment, it is gradually increasing conferring no benefit upon the 
Iioojde. There is much room foY savings in that department. The 
of Ins[iector8 of Police may safely be dispensed with, as their 
pAnnry duty is nothing more than the passing of investigation reporfs 
of sub-in.spectors and assistant sub-inspecters which might conveniently 
he done by the senior sub-inspectors. The numbers of sub-inspectors 
“tnay also W reduced. They are utilised more as clerks than as inves- 
tigating officers. The numbers of constables may similarly be reduced. 
Formerly one sub-inspector in each thana with more detective abilities 
discharged all the dbties with more efficiency, but at preeent although 
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the member has been greatly increased, expert ofBi^ers with dUectire 
abilities are almost always requisitioned in important caitea; unimiKirt* 
ant thanas may also be abolished. In this resjieet even the recommeif- 
dat^ns of the Retrenchment Committee have not yet Iteen given effect . 
to. What surprises one* most is the item of exjiemlitun> in the Imdget 
for purchase of mosquito curtains for ix>lice ofticers. Do the (lovern. 
ment altogether forget that the money sfient for the puriJose are 
nothing but the life’s last drofis of blood of the fnmishetl iieojde of 
the country ? Why such a 8i)ecial favour is made to the officers of a 
particular department in preference to others ^ Shall we Iw mistaken 
if we think that the Government in order to kt^ei) up the machiiw^ry of 
oppression to the piH)pIe want to impress ujion tho |K)lice (>fficers that 
they are the most favourite offitx^rs of (i<»veminentP What is much 
more surimising to nu‘ is that during the famine Khulna had to approach 
even Bomlwiy for relief but one year after — I mean in the last yeiU* 
palatial buildings could have been ertucted in the Khulna town for |>olice 
quarters at the cost of some lakhs of rujws. At that time the Gov- 
ernment found sufficient money for the puriKwe. ('urious and mys- 
terious are the ways of our Government ; we fail to understand how tho 
purse of Government lK»cx>mt's so short and long within such a short 
spare of time to suit its own pur|K)s©. 

I must remind you in. this ronruH'.tinn that the Khulna distrit^l wim 
established alnjut 40 years ago and till now we nmhl go on without 
such (luitrters, but when the purse of the Government was the shorfest. 
necessity for such a big unmn^essarj* exismditure was ronsiderivl to be 
the greatest. Such instances ^are not rare. It is no less sur|»rising 
that large sums of money are to he> allotted for secret w»rvi{'eH of tho 
police. 

The Ilon’ble the Finance Member has eijnessed bis satisfaction that 
as the non-co-o{)eration movement is dying out he exi^cts u substan- 
tially larger income from the Excise IX*i»artment. Nothing is more 
disaiqxiinting than this. Ikws the Hon’ble Memljer entirely forget 
that ever>' civiliiod Government ought to Ije ashamed of pursuing a 
policy of popularizing excisable articles mtiro i>articularly to a heljv 
less ^d famished i)eope rathed than attempting sincerely and seriously 
to minimize it ? 

The question before the Houite is the adjustment and allotment of 
expenditure for the various dei>artments of Government for 
financial year. It is my duty to discuss each of its items and mfte 
definite suggestions, but I refrain from doing that for tbe very stmpi# 
reason that it will be nothing more than crying in the wildemesi like 
the past. We, the people of this country , are utterly helpless in laying 
our hands on the financial administration of the counfry outside the 
Council, as representatives of the people in the Council and even our 
Ministers who are popular rep rese ntatives share the same fate in the 
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Cabirn‘t ha<l been clgv^y sorrow’fully expressed by the late Educa. 
tion MinisU'f yesterday in this House. When this is the condition of 
the f)(>ople of this countrj*, is it not an anomaly to call upon the people 
1o si*nd in their representatives to take part in the deliberations on, the 
budget in this House? 

Taxation, taxation and taxation has become the burden of our song. 
Sir, you all know that the last straw breaks the camel’s back. That 
straw has bwMi placed long ago and the camel will surely die if any 
further straw be placed on it. If the Government think that it will 
for ever administer this country by the help of the militarx* and the ]>olice, 
we have nothing to say. But if it think that instead of such a Govern- 
ment tliere should Ik* a popular GoverTiment it should give us substan- 
tial ((Uitrol over the finance, relieve the jieople of the burden of taxation, 
and improve their economic condition, so as to bring about homiony and 
co-o]K'ratiori. 

Before I tiiiish I must say something against the suggestion of our 
bon’ble Shah Suiiib regarding the reduction of the i>av of the Munsifs 
and tlie ]>eputy Magistrates. Tnless we are entirely oblivious of the 
tjuality and tlu* (juantity of work of those officers we can never suggest 
any reduction. Those who are aware of the joint family svstem will 
never Tuak<' ar)> ."Uch recomm<‘ndalion. Moreover unless and until we 
are in a position to substantially reduce the pay of civilians and other 
high officials it will In* of no suKstantial benefit to us to reduce the 
pay (tf those officers. It is anomalou.s even to think thnf while the 
civilians will enjoy princelv salaries and will demand for more unH more, 
the pt»y of the j>oor Munsjfs and the IX'puty Magistrates will he leduced. 
If the flay of the <*ivilians Im* suhstantiallv reduced, I am sure the 
MniiHil-H iuid tin' Dejuit) Magi-^trates wilt giadl\ acc«‘f*t a propirtionate 
rt'diiction of their salaries for the welfare of their country. 

Ril HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURl! This i> the fourth Budget of 

the Keform (‘ra which w«* hu\e got to con^ide^. In going to review it, 

I must thank the Hon hie Mr. Donald at the outset for having accepted a 
humble suggestion of mine. I think the financial statement has lieen 
more intelligible theri*hy. It would ha^'e been better indeed if the Hcm’ble 
the Irinance MemlKT could have induced his colleague in charge of the 
Irrigation Department to take us mow? into his confidence. For of all 
pt*rsons the Finance Member will admit that it is very difficult, if not 
impossible, to deal with a portion of the budget with so few details and 
with so many undisclosed things as our Irrigation Budget is. However 
these formal suggestions apart, we should congratulate the Hon’hle the 
Finance Memlwr though not certainly the Government as a whole upon the 
good fortune which has attended his labours this time, vix., upon his 
ability to priwut a budget this year with a decent surplus. It would 
have been a matter of greater felicitation indeed if this surplus weru 
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reid than apparent — more a result of our^pro»pt*ri ty tlmn a remin- 
ds of our adversity. For. m we ail know, it is in a larjfe measure due 
to a temporary charity and a short-lived mercy of the Government of 
India — a charity which may or may not recur, a mercy which may dr 
mdy not be renewed. To a pivat extent again this surplus is due to 
the operation of the three fresh taxes — taxes which fur fi^un developing 
the province have uiiprofitably added to the annual hunlen of the people 
by no less an amount than 1} cj-orcs. When such i^ the case our Govejn- 
ment should have thought twice before working for a surplus-nit any 
rate should have endeavoured more to save the nation than to make a 
saving. For while such savings cannot protect them against the 
unkindness of the higher authorities, properly earmarked, such savings 
would have at least partially insured the life of the nation against 
disease and ignorance. However the position of <uir present Finance 
Member is almost the same as that of his pmliH-essor in February, 1921, 
with this difference that while in February. 1921. Sir John Kerr w^as 
U)oking up to Delhi for help with his reserves iintapiH'jl. Mr, Donald is 
now expecting relief with used-up reserves and sfuMit-up resounes. 

Now before I pass on to the <letails of (he estimates for 192'F25, [ 
cannot refrain from making a few observations with regard to certain 
items of .the revised estimates for the current year. While pn«s<mting 
the Budget fur 192-1-24, with very high hopes the Jlon'ble the Finaiire 
Member estimated that receipts under Stamps — Stninp-* whidi under the 
present urrangeiueiit is the greatest source of our rt'veiiue — w'ould come 
up to lls, -IJjOjfKl.fMK). In courst* of the Budget disrunsion, however, I 
ventured to observe — 

• 

Trade conditions may or may not improve to so*ne extent, hut when there 
are reaeona to think that the inoreajied taxations hare aJvenwIy and materially 
affected the normal growth of atanip revonue and that ** the limit of tiixatian ** 
has been reacheti, I am disposed to think that the ex(>ect ition to get larger 
revenue under this liead to the extent of lls, 15 lahh* will not In* rv*a)uMsl- 
iluch large anticipation at least is not justified hy the rate of dec'^rease of 
atamp revenue in the near past. For ainoe ihe year 1919 20, the year of 
peace, the atamp revenue was danndltng fast at ihe rale of about lls, 25 lakha 
in two yegra and all that you have been able to do by amending the Statnpe 
and Conrt-fe«a Acta is to arrest the downward wiirse. And hence you cannot 
h<q>e to speed up the progress to the extent you desire. 

I am therefore not in the Jeaat surpriiied to find the Hon'ble Member 
naively admit in hla Budget Speech now; — 

The staJiip revenue haa not altogether realised our expeoUtioM. . . and 

instead of the expected Ha. 3,35,00,000, we omit be content, I am afraid, witb 
Rs. 3,20,00,000. 

That the Hon*ble Member her© erred becauae of hia undue optimiem and 
not altogether on account of the uncertainties of trade oonditioda is fur* 
Aer proved by the fact that while in connection with recetpU under 
Btampa he ohaervee — “ Hojiee have not been realinefi aa the improvement 
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in trade proHpects so far has been small ” (page 15 of the Financial State- 
ment), in explaining the revised estimate of better receipts under the 
allied department of llegistration he says — “ The Budget estimate under 
this head was fixed at Ils. 24,00,000 but as trade conditions are showing 
signs of iniproveiiient the revised estimate for ‘this year has been tfxed 
at Ks. 24,50,000’* (p^^C® Financial Statement), I venture to 

think the latter statement more correctly represents the actual state of 
things and heiu^e the Hon’ble Member, I suppose, has again made a 
slight mistake the other way about and has on revision a bit underesti- 
mated the Stamp receipts. A few more observations that this part of the 
Financial Statement calls for are that Education, ill-health (as evidenced 
by hospital receipts), Industries (in the shape of quinine and cinchona 
febrifuge) have yielded better receipts — and that these veiy nation- 
building departments again, the transferred portion of Education os 
distinguished from the reserved portion, Medical, Public Health and 
Industries have ultimately spent less. Who deserves congratulations on 
this score from the uneducated, diseased, and distressed nation whether 
the Finance Department or the Hon’ble Ministers, it is certainly for the 
economic historian to enquire. 

Passing on t<i the detailed estimates for the coming year the first 
thing that strikes us is that the Hon’ble Finance Member expects better 
receipts— better as compared with the revised estimates — all along the 
line. Thus he not only expects the fullest satisfaction of the demands 
under Land Revenue and improvement in Rtamj) receipts but is con- 
fident that with the collap.se of the non-co-operation movement the Excise 
Revenue will make a big jump upwards notwithstanding the much 
advertised fixed fee system and probably owing to our Government’s 
co-opt^ration with “ reasonable temperance movement. ” But it is not 
utfder these three principal heads only that our Government looks for 
better receipts. Tlie Hon’ble Finance Member further exjHvts that Hos- 
pitals will co.t)perute with ale-houses, trade with litigation, schools will 
co-oiK?rute w ith cinemuH and fields (I mean Agriculture) with Forests to 
•well his receipts. How much of this co-operation is legitimate, how 
much of this profiteering commendable, if not scandalous, perhaps it will 
be going la‘vond ujjproved canons of criticiMii to inquire. 

But nowhere our catalogue of grievances so full as w ith the estimates 
of exjiendifure f(»r the next year. These estimates conclusively prove 
that there has been no change in the angle of vision — then* as no sincere 
attempt to make the n*forms a .Mucce.ss — n(» real desin* to solve any out- 
standing national pniblem. The estimates of exfH^nditure really make 
a sorry reading. Of the total estimated expenditure of Rs. 10,31,79,000 
only Rs, 3,47,72,000 i.f., 7 per cent, represent the estimated expendi- 

ture for the transferred departments — transferred departments unduly 
top-heavy though they are. In presenting the budget for 1921-22, 
Sir John Kerr estiftiatei! that expenditure on the transferred side 
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repi|ie»ented j>er cent. Pnihalily our (loverntiifiit’ji anxiety to imivo 
the reforms and our Hon'ble MiniNtoi-s* roH^jvs^ration to make the reforms 
a euccess, our jieople’s readiness ft» submit to fre^h taxations so early in 
the^refurm regime areount for the drop of jxt t'ent, in the total* 
Taking into aeeount the details we cannot but note with that the 

Government can cloKise to s|M*nd extia lakhs for Survey and Si*ttlemeni 
but not certainly for the development of A^rriciiltuit*. They have 
budg-eted lakhs and lakhs, Sir, for imvii^itions. canals, but could not find 
sufficient money for anti*malurial drainage projects. Tlu\v can pro[)os« 
to spend Us. G lakhs and earmark (pturier of a crore or so for jadice build- 
injJTs hut can afford to sp«‘n<l <»nly a pittance of Us. 50,000 for the 
improvement of ruial muter •*uppl>. Uespect for the nvoiuineudatious 
of the Uetrencliment (’oiniinItiH* they have ih> doubt professed hen» anil 
then*, but the jMdice Inid^et for 101^4*25 almost exactly tallies with the 
actuals for frtmi the scale of cx|>endi(ure of which year tho 

Hetrenchnicnt i'omrniltee recommended a cut of no less than Us. .44 J 
lakhs. And (tencral Administration y Well laum h. establishments apart 
it has HM'eived an addition of more than two lakhs uiM»n the for 

192*2 -vd, the re< omlncnduti(^n^ of the Uetrenchment ('ommittee and the 
so-called redui tions of their omn motion notwithstandin>r. Hut ififtioriHi 
th(*v have*(‘(‘rtuinly not the recoininembitionH of the Uetremhment (’om- 
mittee when and where, sii\, Kducali«ui coneerned. What a lurjje 
saving in the* n^ht direction, Sir. has not Iw^en made by deprovincia- 
lisiiifr the l.'il ptimarv m( louils maintained hv Government tni lmlin);; the 
4(J Mrslel Girls' StdoHiNy Lonir after the Uefoiins Act of 1H42, in the 
twenty years iHUmcen 1^ST5♦7G to^ IS9.'>.9(» British Budgets could shorn an 
increased cx|M*nditure of ab<iut I'l l million sterling (half the total 
iner»*ase of exjiciiditurc diinnu that time) for Kdvication and bwal 
expenditure hut just after the inau|.ruration of the reforms here tfio 
principle has bem a<limibratcd and tho fiat has j;oi»c ftFrlb tliat kaal 
n(*e<ls must Is* satisfied by local resources- probably because* provincial 
funds may l»e more releuMHl and suitably sjient — «uy — ^for iTic sup’iior 
services. 

(trie word more alKOit our financial position and I have dcuie. The 
ITon’ble the Finame Member ban att^ured uh that our (lovernmi'iit will 
continue to fijfhl u^rainst the Melton nrranirement. \\%* only wish that it 
will not Im* a nim-k fi^bt »n'l our /lovcrniiieiit mill la* a little bit more 
aerious in ik ]>ord Willin^rdon rt^ferred the other day “to an aasuranca 
of the Finance MemWr <if (he Government of Imlia that Madras mould 
be tbe first to receive remission of its contribution mhenever the Govern- 
ment of India found it p#»ssible to pay (wmiethinjr back.” May me enquire 
wbat Jtrouiidii have been ^ined by our Government by their alleged per- 
•istont fiprbt? If no ffrounds have been fruin«*d T think the Government 
will not be justified in diverting? our attention from tbe queaitoti of 
Mtrencbnmi For altbougb I sincerely desire, as elery Bengali deairen, 
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for the reversal of the Meston arrangement, I do not believe that merely 
the reversal of it will make our financial position so easy that we shall 
^be able to do without retrenchment. For when to keep the administra- 
tion we have sacrificed the large balance mostly earmarke<| for 

nation-building j)urpo-»es with which we closed the pre-refonn era, when 
our position is this tliat while before the reforms our revenue was expand- 
ing at the rate of Ks. 4‘) lakhs a year and after the Reforms it is yielding 
an annual increase of Rs. 1*1 or Rs. 14 lakhs only, certainly we should put 
down all extravagance and try to run the administration as economically 
as possible. No shibboleth of discharging Parliament’s responsibility in 
this land, no hackneyed plea of maintaining law and order at any cost, 
no jejune argumentN of efficiency can absolve us in any way from the sup- 
reme duly of relienehing drastically just to make the nation live and 
thiive, Figlit with the higher authorities with us much zeal ns \ou can 
tf» ufido the M«‘ston wjong, but pray do md trifle* with the reeomm(‘ndutious 
of your own R«*tn*ne}inient Fommitlee. Tut ymi must more heavily the 
reserved dejrarlinenis to release more money for the transferred sulrjects, 
otherwise the nation will refuse simply to wait and the rcsult.s of 
what apj)<‘ars to be ycnir half-hearted and indecisive fight against the 
Meston ui rangement. 

Mft 8« Cl MUKERill: In this House 1 have made it perfectly clear 
over and over again that I am dearl against the policy of deadlock and 
complete negatirm. The policy of negation has never appealed to me. 
It is indicative of a lack of constructive Ktatesmanship and of intellec- 
tual bankruptr y. A judicy in onler to eommaiid the respect and confi- 
dence (jf the country must 1 m' oik* of construction and not one of destruc- 
tion. A budget consists of multitudinous fuels and figures, but one 
ehould like to see Iwhind the budget a prdiey which would appeal to the 
<M)untry at large. A responsible (iovernment must so frame a budget ae 
would reHe(*t the views of the people. I have addresstul this question to 
myself : Does this hu<lget, which htt.s Ireen presented to this House, reflect 
the p<»liey wliieh communds the general eonfidenee of the people at large? 

1 must say I have been disapjminled here. It is not the question whether 
eo much has Ihh'U allocated for the reserveil deiwrtmenlvS or so much for 
the transferred departments, becauw* I am perfectly sure that when 
Swaraj comes there will lie General Administration, Administration of 
Justice and the ‘Police, The question is — does this budget reflect a 
jmlicy which will appeal to the reasonable section of the countrj' — a sec- 
tion which is in a position to think for itself? The first thing that has 
greatly disappointed me in this budget is the increase in Excise revenue. 
In the year 1021-22 this revenue came up to 1 crore and 83 lakhs. 
Since then it is going up apace. The budget estimate for 1924-25 is 

2 crimes and !(> lakhs — an increase of 33 lakhs in course of two or three 
years. The depart yient’s explanation is that it is due to improved admin- 
istnvHou and especially the introduction of the fixed fee system. I am 
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prQ|NU<ed to accept the gtatement but I do so cmwi ifrano $alu, I am^ot 
prepared to admit that the whole of this increase is due to an improved 
administration. It means also an increase in consumption. You maj'^ 
Bay, if you like, that you have reduced the nuiul>er of shops but I atm 
perfwtly sure of one fact'vi*., that drinking is on the increase and Ihere- 
fore it disappoints me. I should like to see more money JJToinjar to educa* 
cation than to see an enriched excise revenue, Wcuuse I have n»|H*atedly 
said in this House that it leads io moral dej^radation of the people. 

Looking curiously at (he budget I find, taking five of the transferred 
departments — I mean Education, Medical, Public Health, Agriculture, 
and Industries — the total expenditure aggregates 2 crores, 39 lakhs 
and 98 thousands, whereas tlie aggregate ex|H‘nditure in three of the 
reserved deportment'^, vix., Gencnil Administration, the Adniinisi ration of 
Justice and the I’olire — anumnts to 4 crores 15 lakhs and 78^ 
thounands. Now. at the outjH't, I said I should like to w‘C a ladicy iM'bind 
this budget. What tlie people of the country want is that the budget 
should )>e .so funned gradually y.'ur after year that the digits will W 
invetted, \i?., that wo should like tt» sch' 4 cioies, 15 lakhs and 7H 
thousands f«)r tin* transferred departments and 2 rrort^s, *19 lakhs and 
98 thousands for the reserved. That would reflect the vica’s of the 
country. .We want to see a binlget which auuald give rimre education, 
which would pay more f<»r health—whirh would give more attention to 
the villagers, which would pay more attention to sanitation and less to 
other things. That is the jsdicy that we should like to see Whind the 
budget. 

We do n<»t mean to say that there must not he any general adminis. 
tration, nor any admini?*tration of justice, iior any police administration 
in the lountry, hut what the country wants is that there should W a 
bigger alloi^ation of revenue to the transferred subjects. That is the 
very thing the country wants. And if the budget shows that, then there 
will l>e far le.ss of thew* criticisms — Ibis discontentineni which is now 
spreading far and wide in the country. In order to illustrate my point 
may I refer to page 54 of this ftreen IliMik?' At a cursory glance I find 
at page 54 under the grant to lot al IsKlies revised estimate Rs. 2,32,480 — 
the budget estimate of Us. 1,20,0(K) for the supply t»f <iuinirie. The 
people of the c'ountry avouhl like to se<* 10 of that amoiinf. What 

will R«. 1,20,(X)0 do for 45 millions of piKiple? You may say that it has 
been increawd from Rs. HO.fl^Ht to Rs. 1,20,000. This W’oubl Is’ a drop in 
the ocean. Take for example the anti malarial measures. Not a single 
farthing is there in the revised estimate of l92'i-24—in the budget eati- 
mate of 1924-25, there is only Rs. 50,000 out of the total revenue of 11 
crorcs. The people naturally get diwontented and dissatisfied. People 
are dying by hundreds and thousands and when they come to the annual 
budget and find that for anti-malarial measures Government has provided 
only Rs. 50,000 for a population of 40 millions of pwiple, naturally there 
is a great deal of discontentment in the country, fake another item — 
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the «nti-Kala«a 2 ar campaign. There was nothing in 1923-24. In the bud- 
get estimate of 1924-25 there is a sum of Rs. 60 allocated. Naturally the 
people consider that to be very very inadequate. 

* Then, Sir, I am not now connected with education but I was connected 
with it, for a long time and I find that instead of any increase there is a 
decrease in the educational grants. This is the fourth time I am going to 
speak on behalf of the Calcutta University. I do not know, Sir, why this 
Tlnivcrsity is so shabbily treated by this Government. For the Dacca 
ITniversity there is again a grant of Rs. 9,00,000, I do not say one word 
of protest. The Calcutta University is a developing body,*t is a growing 
body, it is a body which is gradually making its name throughout the 
world to-day and still this University not be given suflScient facility 
and sufficient resources to develop and to grow. The Fiducation Minister 
is bound to give a satisfactory explanation regarding the present treat- 
ment of the (’alcutta University. One great relieving feature of the 
budget is the grant to the Muhammadan Arts College. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (tha Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): You have 
reached your time-limit, Professor. 

Mr. 8. C. MUKERJI: And though it was long overdue it is a matter 
of real gratification that some justice is going tf» be done to our Muham- 
madan brethren in the mutter of their higher education. 

Bibu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: Tin* Imdget for the next year 
cannot he accepted by us for reasons whiidi I will pnvseritly give, 'Ihis 
is the fourth 3 '<Hir of the “ Itefonned ” administration. Ilesides incn?^ 
ment.s of the sulttne.s of the high otfieii^ls, multiplication of administra- 
tive machinery, increase of jratronage and the (•onse(juent demorali.sa- 
tion in our public life what else have we got ^ In 1921-22, you 
startisl with a deficit nf 2 crores and 8 lakhs. In 1922-23, the 
deficit was 1 ciore and 2t) laklis in s]»ite of n retrenchment of 
nearly Its. 90 lakh.s. Three taxation Hills were |xi.si»ed in the teeth of 
universal opjsjsihon, but .still in the next year, the present year ni23-24, 
then* ha.s la'cn a deficit of !♦ lakhs not with.Htnnding a retrenchment 
of Us. 49 lakhs. For the next financial year the Finance Member has 
now presented his budget and by a jugglery of figures somehow or 
other balances (he revenues and exiienditure. If this time next year, 
the Central Government do not ngi-ee to nuuH the contribution of Rs. 63 
lakhs we will have another deficit budget and the grants will l)e cur- 
tailed, Mr. P. C. MittiT with iJl the weight of inner knowledge 
ex<'laiiue<I yesterday that no stei^ have so long been taken to get a 
rt'versal of the ini(|uitous demand of the Central Government. But 
Mr. Mitter should have known that India is a big firm of which (he 
senior jiartner is the Government of India and the junior imrtners are 
(he Loral Governmenls and among them they divide (he pit)fit.s of (he 
busines.**. Who ara we (hat wc* should l»e' heard or our interests safe- 
guanoed ? 
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The Centra! Government can only foreffo their exaction if by the 
rigid economy of their exj>en.‘4e» they can curtail their exjienditura. 
We do not definitely know their decisions on the Ite|Kirt of the Inchcapo 
Co^uttw. Like our jK)lice ex|)endituie they have jfot their military 
expenditure and the liujfe cost of the (ieneral Adndnistration and I can 
proidiesy that the contrihutiiui will never U* almmloned. 

One ctjuld have accepteil the reftjrins if with its advent there had 
Iwn a wiile and jjeneral spread of education, in all its asjaM'ts; if istejii 
vreiv taken to difTu''e jiriniurv education and nmke it free and coinpuL 
aorv, if the leMnnces of the State had c ome to the help of the ntni^g^ling 
universities, if ajriic iilture and industiies had clevelo|Mnl and made 
a(ti;K’ti\e, if anti-ejndenuc and anti-malatial meusuirH weie under* 
tak«*n on hup* smle, it pui-c* diinkinyj^ water was made nvailahle in 
tlie if exphatat i<»n of the rescmrces of the* c'ountrv by 

fort'ijjrners in the name ot cMunhing the c'ountry, hud c<‘as«*d, it the 
im)>o\«‘nshnM‘nt of the ]>eojdr liad stc»p}K*d. Why should our country- 
men take otliic as Ministeis and Kxcm utive Councillors if lhc‘ edd order 
of thin^^s continue under diffoient name's and in diffeient shaix* and 
form. May I in(|uir<\ Sir, how* much of the money raicwMl hy the new 
Taxation HiUn liad Ih'cmi allowed to i^o to the so-calh'd nation-huihiing 
deinii tnuhits. Ciedil is takcMi for tin* ptovisicm of Us. for 

new sihrines, hut not one oi the s< hefUes lelate to tn»nsfc‘ni‘d suhjecta. 

Ia*t ns take the* “ riatKtn-huildintif ” de|wi!tments. At |»aMre KlH of 
the Cnil List Hudjre-t wo find that for the reserveal half of Kducation 
(i.e., f<»i t)n‘ edioation of 1’airojs‘an and Aiij^lo-t ndian hovs and irirla) 
thouj.:h the hinl|^c*t ^'uant of was a total of Us. Kh.'ftl.tMM), the 

revised estimate wc*nt nj> to Us, and the pieseiit hiidget 

estinnit** for I!)*.* !-..*'! is Us. co a total iiu reuse* of Hs. 

On the* transfetied si«h- of Ldmation this year, thceijfh the eslimiile waa 
Us, l.ld.Ol.tMMi a little over*..* lakhs were not sjMMit or ruthcT 
retrc*nched and the luovision in the* presc‘nt budj^et falls short by 
Its, (*omi»oied with the revised estimate c»f Ilow 

c'cnild a “ {xipuhtr ” Minister aifree to sin h ciita in hin d<*|nirtinent, I 
fail to understand. For Kuro|H*an and Anirlo-Indiiin education Iho 
Government i« makintr a ^raiit (♦f Us. to }Mi*c*c>ndarv sc hcmla 

and U.s. •4,41,<KK> to pnmary schools, whereas on the transferred side 
from the provision fctr the sc»<*uidurv ecluc’aiion this year a sum of 
Its has been M'trenclu-d and the provision (or the next year 

falls short erf this vc-ar's hudjret estimate* hy Its, 

In the case* of primary eduratiuii the budj^et amounts for next year 
is Us. 27,1)00 less than that provided for lf)23-24. In the field of higher 
^•dueation the grants to n on -G ox eminent Arts Colleges have Ireeii aTtio 
reduced by U«. 12.(K)0 and the grant to the ('alcuita Univeraity ha# 
been reduced from Us. 4,dl,000 to Uh. 1,47, fKK). 1 do n<H grudge tb« 
good fortune of the Dacca University; but the niggardly way in which 
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the Calcutta University has been treated in the budgret calls for the 
gtron^cest iwssible protcHt. 

T/ct us take the Ihiblic Health figures. A lakh and 15 thousands 
is the only sum allotetl for medical relief to cural areas all over the 
province! A budget which provides for lakhs for palatial houses for 
nurses, thousands ufKiii ehu tric lights and fans in obscure Government 
office corners, a lakh for inos([uito curtains for paliarawaUns — provides 
for a magnificent sufn of a lakh and 15 thousands for the medical relief 
of fieopJe of a Ihovince of 45 millions of men in whose midst every 
hour li)2 men die of jueventable diseases and where out of every 100 
infants 50 die before they reach the age of eight. In a country where 
poor |K*oplc s(|U(‘eze mini in order to get out a few drops of water to 
drink another magnificent recurring sum of Rs. 50,000 has l>een 
allotted towards rural water-supply. Those who are still of opinion 
that the budget as a whole ought not fo l)e thrown out because there 
are provisimis made towards education and relief of distress ought to 
study flicsc figures ami refuse to co-ojK‘rate with a Governnuoit wlucli 
is callous towartls the weal of the people friun whom r(‘venue is extf»rted 
in various ways. 

The ( liicf sources (d Uevefiue are thr<‘e — Stam|>s, Land K^venue and 
Ex('is(*, On «‘ach (d these heads Government <‘X[)ect increases hy 
several lakhs. It simply means that GovernnnMit eN}H*«'t more money 
by iiurcase of litigation, by increased consumption of li(j\ior aivl use 
of ganja and opium and by still more extracting rinmcy From the iKK)r 
tillers «if the soil. With regard to improvement in Kxcisc revcmiic the 
budget declar(‘s at page 12 that “ the growth has further been accele- 
rated hy the t'ollui»s«‘ of tlie non-co-operation movement.” Here is a 
tartly iH'cognition of one of (he benefits of that movement (hat it had 
made iieoplo more pure by abstention from use of litiuor. So Tong I 
understand that in the name of ” law and order ” Government wanted 
to crush that movement. N<»w I find (hat it affected (he Excise 
Revenue of the Government as well and so exjKMiditure on the Police had 
to be increased to bring about a revenue fjom Excise. We also find 
at |H»ge Id that in some of the mill aieas of my <listrict the hours of 
closing the sho|ns was chang«*(l fi'oiii sunset to tS p.m. What an ugly 
disclosure <if fact.s. In order that the n‘vemie of the Government from 
Kxcist* might iiu'reuse the.*|HK>r mill hands were made to drink intoxi- 
cants and s|s>nd their day’s earnings by going to shoi>» 
them till 8 r.M. If such a budget is |)a.ssed thoM^ who will support 
it will commit a sin (»»r which (beie can Iw* no expiation. 

The ex|»endituri* on Police has inertnisetl from 1 crore and 65 lakh# 
in 1(120-21 to 1 crore H4 lakhs and 68 thousands and in the pr«%ent 
budget, the jsdice ex|ieiiditnn^ swallow's on^fifth of the total revenue. 
There used to ho a time when five Sui>erinteiidents of Police in Cal- 
cutta coubl manage tVe whole show now you have gf>t about 18 Deputy 
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and Assistant Commi^tsionera in (\i!rutta alone. An army of Snporin- 
tendentH, Dejnity Saiierintoiuients, InHiM'ctors and other gnietted oflioora 
are maintained in the name of law and order. 

in the General Admin istrjit ion Ha. an* j>rt>vided for Hia* 

ExceDency’s Band Estuhlishnient, Bh, for IWy Guard Katah* 

linhinent. The tour exiienHt»8 have increa'anl from K*<. 1,1M,0(K) to 
R«. 2,C7,(K)0, Much of these can l»e curtailtMl. 

The numl»er of Executive (Vmncillors and Ministers can ver*)' well 
be reduced with cones|iondinjr reductions in staff and allowances and 
contiiiffencies. 

The [my of the su|»erior (»fli<‘ers of the Bengal Exet utive Service luta 
l»e<*n int n*ased but the (iovernment is not ]HM*hu}>s aware of the extent 
of the liiscsmtent in the junior rank, luemliers of which have to do aa 
inu< h onenms duties ns the senior in the j^rade. In many eases eon* 
fimiation of the (dfiirrs of the SulKinliiiate Executive Service are with- ' 
held since April la-'t year and this has ('aunsl ^frt'ut discontent. But 
while on tlie subje«’t I cannot but make a r«*fereme to the Hard lot of 
inunsifs-~u bod> of men wbo tml ami moil day ami night in t’ourt and 
out of ('ourt and tlij* natuic «»f whose duties are no less im[>oitaiit than 
those of the memU'rs of the Executive S^'rvice, Whereas we have 71IT 
Deputy Magistrates ami Sul>-Doputy Magisfiates the iiunilMU' of mtitisifii 
is otdv and Snb-.ludgcs fjo. 'Hie itnist im)M)i1ant civil suits nie 

ibM ulfd by tlH*M‘ rvthcers, including lompliented title u[»|s*alM, but w'hnt 
A great dis[strity ls*lween their puv and the [siv of the Sessions Ttiiigeii 
wfei. hut ft>r their skin ami the “ steel frame ” cd the constitution, 
ought to leaiti law at tlieir hiifids with advantage for many veura iu 
the course of their rureer. 

f will only refer to one ai the other pn>vision, vi*,, a j»rovision of 
Ks. 2,‘ltbtHMt f<tr fees for [deaders in criminal eases. This sum ought 
to Ik* redncefl. 1 can tell you from first-hand knowleilge that eon- 
atafft adjournments, short wetrk, undue firotraetion of cases and great 
indulgence slu»wn to prdiee to cinnplete their so-ialled investigation, 
extending over months all ten<l together to swell unneiessmily the 
bills of (hose fortunate pleaders who manage to secure fbivernment 
briefs bv* met In si t«H»,well known. • 

1 «rn ipiite “Un* that our eritirisuis will Ik* laughed at and the budget 
provisions wnll lie nuiintained and demands for grunts will be made. 
Not until (he biniget is made the |K*o}de*H budget <mr clear duty is to 
refuse the gnuits and throw out the whole budget. A tinkering here 
and a tinkering there wnli not do. A jietty odvaiitage gained at the 
expense and sacrifice of the gcwid rrf the nation is not worth having. 
The covert threats in the Muharajadhiruja’s s[KK*4’hes and the wild and 
jxiwdor.ate outbursts of the Ministers will not move us a biiiris breadth 
from our clear duty for the fierformanee of which the country haa given 
%$ a mandate and has sent us here. * 
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Babtt AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: In discussing a budget we must 
start with the cardinal principle that the framer of the budget is only a 
trustee of the rate-payer's money. The rate-payer is the owner of the 
money and you are only his manager and servant. The budget ipust 
l>e so framed that every farthing must be spent for the welfare of the 
|M‘op]e. If a cowrie is diverted and appropriated for any other ymrpose 
or for any olh(*r people, then the trUvStees will be guilty of breach of 
tnisi before God and man. By irony of fate, however the framers of the 
budget are not constitutionally responsible to the people from whom 
the revenue comes but re.sponsible to |)eople at the other end of the 
globe. But the other responsibility cannot be diverted — I mean res- 
ponsibility to the Almighty who frames the budget of the whole uni* 
verse and for all mankind. That res|H>nsi))ilit y Wcomes all the givater, 
all the more solemn, when, the i>eople have not got an effective voice 
over the budget, T wonder if all the time the budget was being pre- 
pared, the one dominant consideration was the amelioration of the 45 
millions of Ibis province. I wonder if the unemployment problem di»- 
tnrlx'd for one moment the eijuanimity o(f the Finance Member. I 
wonder if Ibe illiteracy of the masses, the rapid strides of malaria and 
kaln-a7,5ir, I lie (buirUi of wafer drinking or non-drinking, all over the 
prcwime, the want of medical aid in rural ureas — I wonder if these life 
and death {piestions received the all-ah.sorhing attention of those who 
are responsible' for the budget under discussion. In framing the budget 
the ideal Finance Member must place himself in the position of a 
dutiful father who feels inifxdled to forego all personal (omforts to 
give education to his son and to provide him with employment, in the 
{M)sition of the youthful and anxious pHiardian who, unmindful of his 
own privations, devotes all his funds to make his ward prosperous and 
cont(*nted ; in the position of a Hindu of the old type who considered it 
an lu l of piety to dig and <hslicut<“ a tank, iathe yiosition of a loyal ser- 
vant who spcMids every farthing for the benefit of his master. 

This is the test — the aciil test — and let us now see whether the Fin- 
ance Member 1ms faithfully and loyally discharged this sacred trust. 
After a careful study of the budget one cannot hut come to the conclu- 
sion that the budget before us df>es not stand this test. The advance- 
ment anil luippines..i of the jHH>ple i.s not the dominant and underlying 
[uinciple of the budget. It is dominated by jxditical considerations. 

I .shall take up a few i1e?us only to suhslantiate my position and by 
way of illustration. 

The Fiminee Member told us — 

The prnriAion for wliicBtion in lens thnn thnt ‘.f the eurreiit year nn«t it 
in n»i<i thnt the deert'ri«e in th<« riwult of two fnetorn - one ihe non-rv‘'>-*lit’ou 
of Itn a Iftktw to the CttUntts rnivemity and th< other the retrencUmeui 
etfwtml in (*orern»neut nmmdttry nthivds and primary ncliooU. 

This is like those penny wise and pound foolish people who, in order 
to make some saving, would forego their daily meal. Pitchi ^iha hg^ 
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M they say. It is astoundinif that expenditure should be reduced a^ 
the cost of primary education in a surplus budget. 

In 8cconclar\* scbooU it ban been decide<l to abolinb B9 jxists o/ 
teatJiers for making a saving of Rs. 58,000. But, Sir, simultaneously 
with this retrenchment, provision ba.s been made for appointment of 
new teachers for the Kden High School and for purchase of furniture 
and equipment for the donnitory at Bow Hill (lirls* School. A grant 
of Rs. 80,000 has l>een made to the TiU Martincre Schools to enable the 
school authorities to pay off a debt incurred when and why we have not 
been told. We have another grant for the same lucky schmd for repairs 
of the fwhiM)! building. T do not grudge these grants if you have money 
enough und to spare. But allow me, Sir. to say that these grants are 
indei'cnt at a time when 09 ill-paid teacher^ have lM'<*n kicked out as 
a measure retrenchment witli a view to economy. There is am^theft 
s<hool equally fortunate, viz,. St. Scholastica’s Scluad which has been 
given Us. for the (onstruct ion of a kindergarten hall and addi- 
tional <'la-s,s rooms. T here is also a provision of Rs. for a capital 

grant to the Diocesan (Ndlege. 

It is very diflicult to understand the principle of these charitable 
grants, .There is certainly no ne|M>tisin in these grants- the non- 
Indian nam(‘s <»f the scIokiIs certainly does not acconiit for the snper- 
nhnndant and extraordinary lavishness of the grants. T do not waul 
to suggest that hlcMwl is thicker than water. Bnt 1 shall certainly say 
this: tliat the pnoimial r«‘venue at the dis|>oT<al c»f the hmarice MemlM»r 
i^ hnnirt< mat, i»nqsTtv without f»wiier. Whean'er can approach 
and influence, whoever is serviceable and a ready tend can snatch a 
slice. May 1, cm behalf of those* tit! teachers, ask why the tlovernmen^ 
should make these charitable gnints at a time when it fails to pay 
their niggardly pay ? T wuiiit an honest uniwc*r to this cpiestion. 
Charity is certainly a vice when yon cannot pay yonr servants. Justice 
first, and c harity afterwards, charity should begin at home. Bui possi- 
bly the Finance MeinWr is laughing w ithin his sleeves and is think- 
ing that I am a dullard not to seo that charity has Is'gun at home sc* far 
as grants are concv'rncMl, 

The budget is a Surplus budget for the Anglo-Indian scdiocds and ii 
a deficit budget for Indii;in secondary sebesds and Indian primary 
firbfK>ls. yhat is the storv' so elcMpiently told by the budget. 

The Financ e Meml>er has said at page 45 of the budget 

In Tpete of the penofl ftnsm iiil -tfingenry ttuoiigh whic^h the 
t« pausing *»id the cMmsefpient pr*stponem*»nl of ntl devehifonent* sn4 irtipros©. 
ments m »he %'»rioa« arliriti*** of the Gorf-rnment, the ei(f>endiUire under head 
of Fiducalion has imresfied sleaddy. 

Expenditure may have increased but tbe queatiqp is, ha« it benefited 
the pe^le? Ali that glitter* i* not gold. 
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In this ronnection the meet outstanding fact of the smrplus budget ia 
the withiiolding of the grant of three lakhs to Calcutta University. 
Every right-minded man must protest against this decision of the Gov- 
efinnent. 

You hiive no money for Calcutta University, *but you have unlimited 
resources for police schemes and police buildings. Look at pages 36 
and 37 of the budget and see what an amount has been granted for three 
purposes — 

(a) Quarters of sub-inspectors and Dep(uty Superintendents and 
Additional Superintendents — I find over six lakhs. 

(h) Police buildings and police lines. 

(r) Sanitary improvements of police lines; police lines at Burdwan; 
reserve police lines. » 

These grunts amount to over six lakhs, you take away three lakhs 
from University, only to give the double amount for the comfort of policy 
officers and policemen. 

Salvation lies in this country, Sir, in beautiful, comfortable and pala- 
tial polic<' buildings — if not salvation, safety at all events. Contrast 
these six lakhs with the magnificent sum of Its. 50,000 allotted for 
water supfdy in rural areas of the entire province— sufficient only for 
two or three tanks. Whereas a lakh of nipees provided for the supply 
of iron cots and mos(juit(> curtains to the constables which are necessary 
for the maintenance of a good 8t4uidurd of health. The tender and scrupu- 
lous regard for a gcKxl standard of health of consFuhles no doubt t*v(>ke 
the admiration and gratitude of the most unimaginative people hut. 
Sir. what alxmt the l>eggurly, niggardly,'' scandalously niggardly grant 
of Us. 50,000 for water-supply of the rural ureas of this vast province. 
Is this serious and sane business P I must say this is only an eyewash. 
1 must say that this is an insult to the people. 

We may tuni to the Medical Department for one moment. A sum 
of I lakh provided for ine<lical relief of rural areas of the entire province. 
Hut our rulers art* sometimes chvalrous. For have they not allotted 
lls. 3,10,000 for the construction of nurses’ (juarters in the General 
Hospital and pro|M»se to sfwnd one lakh out of this gnint this year. 
But these Calcutta nurses are a peienial dn^in on, our resources. In 
the (urrent year and next .veur they have l>een given Rs. 7i lakhs! 
Adtl to this am^ther Rs. lakhs consecrated for the same nurses under 
another name, vix.. grant for medical purposes. 

The most outstanding feature of the Medical Department is this: 
the rural population is absolutely neglected; and Calcutta enjoys the 
lion's share of the total grants. Surely not a very unselfish arrange^ 
ment, W%> are also to W thankful for a grant of Hs. 50,0(X> for anti- 
malarial measures and another Rs. 50,000 for anti-kala-aiar campaign, 
and Rs, lfi,(K)0 for anti-i'holera work. Sometimes we have got to be 
thankful for small mercies. 
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The most important problem at the present moment is no donbt 
the industrial and technical education of the people. Dht how much 
is it proposed to spend next yearP Why, the total grant is nine lakhs, i.e.| 
no more than the nurses swallow up in two years. In this we are ref^ 
red to two new schemes; tl»e erection of a small demonstration factorj^ 
in the Seramiiore Weaving Institute for which a small provision has 
been made and a building for the Mainamati Survey School for which 
Re, tO.lKK) has Wen allottetl. We, layman, do not very much appre- 
ciate survey sch(M>l as an industrial improvement. 

This is all the achievement in the Industrial Department to which 
the Finaiue MemWr refers to ease the (x>n science! of those who are play- 
ing dmkes ainl diK'ks with our money. The budgt't is no d(»uht a very 
interesting study, hut we cannot acbnire the sense of propor- 
tion; we <'annot uppr<H*iate (he principle of distribution; wo 04 innot 
appreciate why the nation-building departments are starved. Grants 
ai-e withheld where they are most needed; they are most lavishly given 
whole tin' country can go on w'itlumt them. Niggardliness in some 
department.s go on pnri passu with the reckless and callous waste in 
others. Maximum of good to the minimum of people this is the story 
told by tlie bndg'et. Hut I forget this is inevituhle wh<Mievi*r a stranger 
plays the role of a guardian. The only solution of the problem is full 
responsible Oovernment — the only panacea is Swaraj. 

Mftuivi EKEAMtlL HU«: I hope I shall be excused if I do not 
shower jiruises on the Hon‘ble the Finance Member for the budget 
lie has ]>re«cMited l»efore the House. What we want, what the 
country wants, is not an account of the receipts and expenses of money 
r<}alized but an account of the mental, moral, physical and material ad- 
vancement of the people as evidenced by the course taken by those who 
aee entrusted by Pn)vidence with their care. Judged in this light, 
the budget cannot commend itself to this House. Let it not be under- 
sifHKi that the people think that Government has not tried to bring alsnit 
their welfare and does not try to bring them up from the mire, but there 
was and is enough rmnii for greater efforts and more strenuous and 
honest endeavours. While thanking Government for what it has done 
for a fraction of the people please allow me to say that the mass of the 
people, the dumb millions, have pniHically gone uncaml for and up- 
attended. It will not do to have around y<ni an intelligent class, an 
educated ^lion, to carry on the administration of the country, it is your 
duty, your sacred duty to uplift the masses. On that and that alon^ 
depends your good name, and that alone when done cx»verv 
Government and their advisers with a halo of undying glory. When 
the last Ciiuncil pessed the new taxes it was on the distinct understand- 
ing that the- money so derived would gi> to make the masses contended 
and hapipy. When we find tiiat very little has been done by tb« ' tiey 
at our disposal towards that end, we have to pause and considef, we 
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have to reflect and to decide if that state of affairs should be allowed to 

continue. * 

Sir, tlie nation lives in cottages — the nation that toils — the nation 
♦hat by its labour and by thet sweat of its brow makes the wealth of^the 
country, but alas ! they are the persons who are mentally starved and as 
Ut food, they must thank their stars if they can get two meals a day. 
Sir, they make the wealth of the country and they are entitled to the 
lion’s share. May I ask if it is not right, if it is not just, that 
we introduce free primary education in the land all at onceP That 
is the only honourable course which Government should take and the 
only true path which they could follow, and as for money “ where 
there \h u will, there is a way.” 

It is with regret that I find that instead of introducing mere and 
more education, an attempt is made to cut down grants from maktabs, 
junior nuidrassas and model schools and the efforts of my community 
to edufjate their boys are very much hampered. In the last session 
of the Council I drew the attention of Government to the good work 
that WHS being done by the Junior Madrassa at Burdhiuipur. It receiv* 
ed an annual grant of Rs. COO, but thanks to the good sensei of the 
authorities no provision was made in the budget and the most useful 
institution in the very backward district of Murshidalwid will have to 
clo.Hc if no money is given this year. 

You keep ins|H‘cting agencies, and Governaient has been very kind 
to ap|K>int Muhammadan Inspectors and Assistant Inspectors for Muham- 
madan Education. Villagers burning with the desire to educate their 
children nin to them and in the case of the Burdhanpur Junior Madrass% 
the school i>eople did come at great eipense to coax and cajole the 
Muhammadan Assistant Insfiector and at great expense and gnuit 
trouble to themselves they, after much entreaty, took him to the 
Madrassa, hut T am ashamed to say, to absolutely no purpose. I persem- 
ally know as I have personally inspect esl the Madrassa that it supplies 
a great demand and it is a most useful institution. I think the Muham- 
madan. insjFecting staff are a useless lot and instead of paying them 
heavily for their pay and travelling let the money go to foster education. 
Is it not absurd that a village schoiil-master who is resjionsible for the 
training of our youths in Bengal should dnvw the. pittance t»f perhaps 
Ra. 5 a month while his work is insiu*cted and criticised by a host of 
inspecting officers who draw from Rs. 100 to Rs. 000 a month? I 
am afniid, Sir, we are spending more for criticism than fetr construc- 
tion. This is ridiculou.s and I would leave it to Government to con- 
sider the question and decide as to the best course they should adopt. 
Sir, when talking about education I should notice the Muhammadan Arts 
College as it has come in for a good deal of criticism and for the fur- 
ther fact that the Arte College came up for discussion in the last Ccwin- 
oil. Thoee who want iechnioal education should not forget that the 
Aril College does dot exclude the imparting of technical education 
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to our boyn. It is unfortunate that Mr. Nurul Huq C^audhuiy should 
have said in this House that the Hon*ble Minister for Education has 
lliw.'wn the Arts ('ollepe as a b«it to Muhammadan memlK*rs of the 
Swarajya party to come over to the Government side. I would onlji 
reniind the House that* Mr, Chaudhury*s assertion militates against 
facts which he himself has unwittingly admitte<] partly in his speech. 
The House should he tolenint in nt'aking observations and if to 
Mr. Nurul Huq Chaudhury Islam does not teach sufficient abaiity, 
let him try some other l»elief by way of a change. 

Next to education another thing that should have engaged the 
attention of Government and for which jm»p<^r and adtH)Uate provision 
ought to have been made was the betterment of the condition of the 
masses. While it is absolutely necessary that better land laws should 
be made without delay it is equally nec^esaary that the peasantry should 
get a better yield from the lands and they should be taught economy 
and thrift and should he freed from the sharks of the dry land. It is 
in this connection that the Deiwiriment of Agriculture and Industries 
and the ('o-oj>erative l)iq»artuieiit play their part. The constitution of 
tiu‘<e (lejmrt ments afford O'* nnK-h focal fcii* reflc»e(ion and the quetsion 
that suggests itself to us is whether they give us their monen’s worth. 

I am afraid they do nc»t. The Agriculture Department with heaps of 
inoiicv s|n*nt ovc‘r them, can only boast of the Indramll jMuhly, Kukya 
hoinlxtt jute* and tana sugarcane, to justify their «*xistc‘nce. Any farm 
inakiiig ex)M*rimen(s would have long found out these precious articles 
and these do not justify the three or rather four sets of inspecting staff. 
There is No. 1, the Director of Agriculture with his ^raphemalia. 
There is No. 2, the Deputy Dfrectors with n host of underlings sbool- 
ing with mettH>ric daszle from one part of his province to the other» 
and then thc*rc* is No. .1. the Superintendents of Agriculture ins]iecting 
iha farms, and lastly, there are the Agricultural officers. What gocsl 
these are to the poor peasantry ? Do they each, in their travels and 
inspecting impart a new knowhvlge of any kind whatsoever to the 
peasantry? My answc»r is No/’ Hut still they are kept ; the country 
would very much like tc» know why? It is for the Hor/hle Minister to 
dtHride if it were not Iwtter to kwp the Dacca farm in East Bengal and 
expand and enlarge, the one at Berhampur in Murshidalmd in West 
Bengal and carry on experiments under the supervision of real agri- 
cultural experts and then Impart the knowleilge so obtained through 
demon straitmi to every nook and comer of Tillages. Bui, Sir, in- 
scrutahle are the ways of my countrymen and the members of the 
Hetrenchment Committee would kc»ep all the men at the top and finish 
those at the bottom who alone come in contact m'ith tbe villagers. In 
this connection Mr. Travers has said that the agricultural farms would 
take at least 15 years to become independent. We cannot wait so long 
and let me hope that tbe HonTjle Minister should see to it that if tbe 
farms do not pay their way within two years, he Aiould ask those who 
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are at the helm, to pay their own way home. To my mind there ia much 
room for improvement in the Co-operative Department, A man at the 
top with Rs. 800 to Es. 1,000 and a much larger number of persons at , 
, every centre at the bottom will produce much better results and will do 
greater good to my countrymen. Sir, I cannot help noticing Vith 
regret that Government has granted Bs. 50,000 only for water supply, 
while for the «ui>f>ly of cots and mosquito curtains, the sum of 
Ks. 1,00,0(K) has been allotted. The cry for water supply made our 
worthy close-fisted Finance Member to part with Bs. 60,000 only for 
a population of 40 milli(»ns. Mark his genen>fnty, mark the magni- 
ficent amount allotted! Let me tell him that he should remember that 
at least 999 persons in a thousand cannot Imve any mosquito curtains. 

I shall ask him t<» allow Bs. .50,000 instead of Bs. 1,00,(K)0 on this head. 

I assure the Government that they will be doing an act of grace and 
mercy if they allot much more under the head “ water supply **. I 
would ask at least Bs. 10,000 for Murshidabad for water supply. In 
support of iny claim I would refer the Hon’ble the Finance Member and 
the House to my budget speech last year to show them how and why the 
population is daily dwindling away. Let me quote a few figures: — 

In 1918 births were 50,249 and deaths were 79,9(>9, the excess of deaths 
over births being 21*7. In 1919 birtbs were *19,014 and deaths were 
64,898, the exce.s.s of deaths over births being 18-4. 

Tn 1920 births were 47,868 »ind deaths were 51,285, the excess of deaths 
over hirlliH being 18*4. 

In 1921 bij-tbs were 49,547 and <lealhs were 49,878, the exci^ss of births 
over de.atlis lM‘iug one. 

The last census ixqmrt has shown what a large fall there is in the 
population. Sir, His Exeelleiu'y liOid Bonaldshuy also marked the scar- 
city of pure drinking w'ator in the distrii't of Murshidabad. The district 
Inmrd has no money to make sufficient provision for water-supply and I 
take leave io assure the ITou’ble the Finance MemWr and through him 
the Government that wo in the district, will, with thie amount, though 
small, make al)out 200 wells and remove the want of the people to some 
extent at least. I know the district lK>ard has Wn innundated w'ith 
petitions for wells, and if nothing is done it will be no wonder if cattle 
and people die fur want of water. * I hfipe Govei;iuuent will avert this 
calamity. In t'onclusion, Sir, I would ask the Government to remember 
that they should start free primary- education without delay and enact 
laws and adopt measures wherewith to improve the moral and material 
condition of the unhappy millions. 

Klum lahadiir Mtulvl MUHAMMAD CHOINUDOIN: Mr. Presi- 
dent, up to the day before yesterday I was under the impression that my 
Swarajist friends w<^ great experts in politics of a particular kind, name- 
ly, of an obstructive kind, but since yesterday when certain remarks fell 
from the lips of my awarajist friend Mnulvi Nurul Huq Chaudhuiy about 
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th» New Mifliainmaiiati Arts College, prorision for whiok it made in ike 
budget, 1 kave begun to think that they are going to be great experts in 
other things also, namely, in the (ktuU science or rather in the iwcult art 
of thought reading. My friend Maulvi Nurul Huq Chaudhury yesterday 
read to us the thought.that was uppermost in the mind of the Hon*bfe 
Mr. FazUul Huq when ho provided some money for the foundation of an 
Arts Cfdlege for Muhammudaus in ('alcutta. My friend very confidently 
told us yesterday that when the Ifon'blc Minister pnnided money in that 
way he did so with a view to luring away the Muhammadan members 
from the Swarajya party. Whatever iny friend may think of his skill in 
reading the thoughts of othei's I must say that in this particular connec- 
tion he made an egregious blunder. His uncharitable remarks only 
l>etray his colossal ignonince of the history of this question. 

This is, I think, Sir, not the first time that the Hon’ble Minister has 
made this prt»posul, I think he hud l>een agitating alxmt this for the 
last ten years, long Wfore the intrmluction of the reforms in this province. 
My frieiul has hiin.stdf admitted in his spee<'h that as long ago as 1917 
laud w'uh acquired in (Calcutta for the purjxMU* of founding a Muhammadan 
Odiege here. Is it not natural therefore for the Ilon’ble Minister to give 
effect t«» his long cherished desire of founding a Muhammadan Arts College 
in ('ub utta when he got the op|K>rtuuity and the jmwer to do soP Should 
we find fault with him for doing a thing which any other men or my 
friend hiins<*lf or any of his colleagues in the Swaraj party WH>uld have 
done in similar circumstancesP I am afraid, Sir, our poor Ministers 
have fallen u|Km evil times and upon evil tongues. Motives and sinister 
motives must always W f^und where there are none and always some had 
or wicked motives must l>e as<pl)ed to their proposals. My friend seems 
to be so much opimsed to the proposal U'cauiw he thinks that the establish- 
ment of Q purely Muhsniinadan College will have the efft»ct of fostering 
communal feelings 

Maulvi Md, NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY S May I rise to a point 
of penwinal explanation, Sir! My friend does not se<*m fo have heard 
the speech I made yesterday attentively. If he had done so 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a personal explanation. 

Maulvi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: I am coming to that, 

Sir, presently. 

* • 

Mr. PEESIDENTs C<>me to the point at once please. I can allow 
no preface. 

Maulvi MdL NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: What I said in my 

speech yesterday is that if the money that was budgeted for the founda- 
tion of a new arts college for Muhammadans was devoted to technical 
•ckolamkips or scientific courses, etc., it would have keen perhaps more 
welcome to the Muhammadan community. 
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Khan Bahadur Mauivi MUHAMMAD CHOINUDDIN: £t W there 

an* many in ihe Swarajists’ camp, who are under the impression that 
measures of this kind will letard the proj^ress of Indian nationalism and 
fluster the spirit of eommunalism. Of eoui-se, Mr. Das, Mahatma Gandhi 
and, I think, Manlana Mahomed Ali are all well* known in hoi din^ that 
a pact is e.s.seiitially necessary in order to hrinj^; about unity l>etween 
Hindus and Muhaminuduns, but there are others w'ho say that no pact 
is necessary, bet the Hindus and Muhaniinudans mn together in the 
natiotial cause without any pact, and everything wdll come afterwards. 
They helieve that we can do without a pact. They seem to think that 

Maulvt Md. NURUL HUQ CHAODHURY: On a point of order. Sir, 
the question of pact is not in the budget 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You may leave it to me; this is a general discus- 
sion on the liudget ; we have roamed over almost from (Miina to Peru. 

Khm% BaKadur Mauivi MUHAMMAD CHOINUDDIN: To my miiub 
if a pact, a Hindu and Muhammadan pact, is passed, even then il will 
not bring about what is called real unity between Hindus and Muhamma- 
dans, the reason being that the pact to la* of any use jiiust be betw'een 
iMpiuls; une(|ual combinations, as we know, are always disadvantageou.s 
to tlu* weaker side. If iny friends <d the Swaraj party really desire Hindu- 
Moslem unity, they sliould help the Muhammadans in becoming their 
equals by e.\tending to us their help and friendshiji, by allowing us some 
special privileges ami by not objecting to the foundation of a siH*ciaI 
Muliumniadan Arts ('ollege in (hibmtta. In \j’orking for our communi- 
ties, we aiv indir<*ctly working for the njitional cause. I think it wa.s 
Mar-zini, the great patriot of Italy, who said that in fighting for the 
cause of Italy he was fighting for the cau.se of mankind. So if we want 
n spei'ial favour from Government like this, if we want to start a Muham- 
madan (\>llege, We should not Ik* cried down or regarded as narrow-minded. 

There is another aspect of the question. After all, these denomina- 
tional scluMds and I’olleges have some purpose to serve. This proposal of 
the Hon'hle Minister is not the fii-st of its kind, it is not an unitpie or 
novel pniiKisal. I think in Calcutta we have got a Hindu College; then 
you have g<it the Hindu University at Benares. We all know that every 
nation, every sect have got their peculiar or spe<’ial ideals and traditions, 
and it is desirable that the Ijoys Wloiiging to that sect or nation should 
have their education in institutions which will foster these special tradi- 
tions and ideals. In h^tern Bengal we have got the Dacca XJniveraity, 
which I think, has made special arrangements for Islamic studies; outside 
Bengal we have got the Aligarh College; but in Western Bengal we hsave 
got no such college. Looked at from this point of view, I think, this pro- 
posed college will retupTe a real want of the Muhammadan community in 
Bengal, and sf^ially in West Bengal. My friend has said that if the 
Hon'hle the Minister has, instead of proposing to have a Muhammadaii 
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btiya, or if h« had propomi to found a t«<^hnical Mchool for Muhammadan 
then they would not have hud mu.-h ohjtH tion to hi« projios»a!. But 
thi» i« im^oMMstent on hi?. |iart. In that raM* aWi the Muhamutadaik 
Minister, I think, u'oulcl have l»een attacked fi^r tdiowin^ Htone Npei'ial 
favour t<i hiN <‘o•relija[^^oni^t^. In that chh* hIm* he would have lnvn tfiveu 
a hfiwl name anti huii},?ed. Of t'ouiM*. he hu!* siinply pi'ttvitleti wtme tnonev 
in the hmlpet ftir thiN colle|r»*; un to whether it should la* purely a literary 
college (»i ahelhet Home vtM aljonal hias eaniutt In* gi\en to it, are tpien- 
tionn of detail whii h may Ih* t onsidcted when the demand will Im tnatle 
for money, for **upplieH, tor grunt>. We all know' that the pivnent HjHtem 
of T iiiverHity ediit'ution is n<> longci suitnhle to our c<»untiy. { lleiii, hear.* 
It Ik onl\ liteniry edin ation whieh pro\ iden a large numlM'r of clerkn, hut 
it d<H*H not equip our Utvs for the hard Htruggle tor existence. The late 
^ ice-C’hancelh»r of the ('uh utta Tinversitv, Sii AHUtosh M ookerjee, the 
pn*sent \ ired’haiicellor, arid the late Minister of Kducution are all of 
opinion that viMutionul eilucution should also Ih* coinhined with literiiry 
edui'ution. I um sure our present Minister of Education if* aware id thin 
fact, and I have every reason to ltelie%'e that when he taken up this ques- 
tion of working out the l urnculum for the* proposed collt'ge^ he w ill most 
prohahly make provision for teaching technical Huhjcct}* in thin Arts 
(’ollegi*. I'or tin* jirt»*»ent alt we ha\e to do is to jniHs the amount which 
he wants for the starting of this college. 

XeM. I would like to make a few r*‘marks upon that jmrt of the fqiecHdi 
of tny friend Khan Hahadur Maulvi Munharruf llossain in which he navN 
that survey anil M*ttleinent ojH‘rationH are an uHeleni* and dangeniUM thing. 
He nays that survey and settli^menf and record-<»f*i ighti* hring iilxiut 
<|uarrelH l»ctwiH*n tenants and landlordf*, where there were none formerly; 
he wiTuld therefore opjHmc the gnint of money for taking up simey and 
settlement oiMTalions in new distrii ts. I am m»rry that he huH formed 
this had opinion almut suney and M*ttlement o|H*rations. 

[At this stage the Hon’hle the f*resident left the rhamher and the 
Deputy President Umk the ("hair. | 

But what does it do? It gives uf^a record-<»f-righ(s which we tenants 
puasess under the Ben^l Tenancy Ar t. In the absence of any authority, 
tive rec^ord much litigation .arises lietween the tenants and iandlordi. 
Without au]^ auch authoritative record, the tank of the munaiffa 

[The member here having reached the time-limit, was allowed extra 
time to finish.] 

— and the civil courts will become very difficult in deriding tenancy caaea. 
That being #o, we should rather think that the record-of-rights brings 
about peace where there was formerly litigation. Of course there may 
he aieas idiere only for some time after these seitleteeiit operattoni are 
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finally concluded, parties may quarrel over their respective rights, but 
these quarrels only go to show that the survey and settlement operations 
open the eyes of the tenants te their rights, and they fight for them ; so we 
^hould not have any objection against this record-of-rights. As regards 
the pace at which this survey and settlement programme should be worked 
out, is a thing that may l»e discussed and considered at the time when the 
Jlon'ble Member in charge of the survey and settlement operations asks 
for grunts. 

Babtl 8ARAT CHANDRA BA8U: At the very outset I must con- 
fesH that 1 am unable to deal with this budget as a whole. The subject 
is far too varied and far too serious to l>e even nibbled at within the 
short space of time at our dis|K>sal. It is not my intention just at 
prew^nt at any rate to offer general comments on this budget either by 
way of recomrnemlation or by way of censure to the whole or to any 
jiart of it. I have no mind to e.xhibit any disloyalty or so-called dis- 
loyalty on account of my offering comments ex(‘ept on one or two sul)- 
jects ifi this bmlget. If the making of comments is considered to be a 
shoitcomiiig on my jnirt for crituising (iovernraent measures, I am 
HUiv my <leticieiicy will be amply iiuwle up by many of mv friends in 
this H<»use who are well known for their loyalty and some of them are 
more loyal than even the King himself. (Hear; hear.) ] should 
theieftire try to offer my remarks upon two definite subjects. I am 
fully aware that there an* various measui'es such as village sanitation, 
medical relief and otlier things which are the crying needs of our 
country, and it is hut hare justice to ask the Government to let us live 
first and then to enjoy the benefits of the^ British administration. (Hear, 
hear.) My friends in this House have already spoken on the subjects, 
and I will not take up your time over those matters; but there are two 
things to which I wish to draw the attention of the House, viz. — (1) the 
details regarding the Administrution of Justice, and (2) the Criminal 
Investigation l)e|>ortinent of the Police. 

We find there is a remark made by the Hon’ble Finance Member, 
that he has lM*en able to effect a saving of lls. 5,61 ,000 under the first 
bead, via., the Administration of Justice. Now the question is— • 
should there be a saving ^ Of coivrse to curtail an expenditure is no 
doubt a work of considerable merit, but here the' budget has cut down 
exjwnditure upon various matters, and has knocked off items that bi« 
really ueedeil. Now, we find by comparison of the figuref, which we 
get from the reiwrts. that in 1923-24 there had been District and 
Sessions Judges to the number of 28, but for this year the number has 
been reduced to 19; and under the head of subordinate judges we find 
that there had been 48 in number which has been redueeil to 45, al- 
though there are provisions for temporary sub-judges to the extent of 
Bs. 77,Q00, which would make up to entertain only seven or eight 
auborSTnate judges.*^ Mr. President, 1 know from my experienoe that 
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number of judicial ofecerB entertained in your Province ia f^, 
far too short of the requirement. I can tell you from my exj^rience, 
especially of . my district, namely, Burdwan, that if the whole cadre of 
the* service is duplicated they will not l>e enough to meet the require* 
ments, and the worst enemic*s of these judicial offiwrs cannot say that 
these gentlemen are not overworked. To give an instance, we are in 
1924 and in Burdwan we are still going on with castes that had been 
inatilute<l in the year 1917; that is, cases seven years old are still 
pending. You know', Mr. President, that Burdwan is an industrial 
district, that it is a district of coal mines and miners; you know how 
hard things are nowadays; if suits regarding collieries and coal lands 
remain (lending for seven yc’ars. j-ou can very well conceive the fate 
of the litigants. Seven years’ time is quite enough for people either 
to make mints of money or to go to insolvency. Tlie last has been 
the result in many cases in my district, and yt^ we are not even within 
sight of these cases being judicially tried for want of offici^rs. That 
is the condition not only in the Asansol subdivision whei\» the collienes 
lie, hut that is the condition in the town of Burdw'an also. There is 
always a jsiucity of judicial officers especially of the subonlinate 
judges and of the district judges. If we look at the figures in thia 
year’s estimate we find that iiit'ome from the sale of court-fees is given 
at 3 <Tures and from the sale of iion-judicial stamps at 1 crore. I am 
speaking roughly — that is, 4 crores altogether. Against this the 
ex|>enditure on the judicial administration of the country is put down 
at Its. 1,22,03,009, us I get it by adding the figures under the head 
24 from 24 (a) to 24 (h). In other words, under the head of judicial 
administration of the country we are not siiending even 50 per c*eiit. of 
what we are getting by the sale of court-fees alone. I rememl)er lo 
have w^en .somewhere, although I cannot put my finger on i<» it just 
at i>resent, that when the Stump Law was first intr(Mlu<‘ed, there was 
a solemn assurance given to the peojde of India that the money raised 
by the sale of stamps — by stam|w I mean stamjw ns well as court-fees — 
would be spent entirely for the administration of justice in the wmntry, 
and that the revenue realised from the stump and court-fee duties 
would not l»e diverted for any other pur|S>H€»s of the Government. But 
here we see that as against 4 emres we have l)e«»n given only 
Rs. 1,22,68,000 to spend for the administration of justice — a little al»ove 
83 per cent, and far short of 50 |ier cent. Now, in India, at any rate, 
we know from the verv' ancient times when there was every attempt 
made by tbe administrators of the land to make the administration of 
jiiatice perfect, we had had the assuranet* of the administrators that 
the revenue derive<l from the court-fees would lie spent for the admirns- 
tmtion of justice and for fbat purpose alone. We know that has been 
definitely stated in tbe early age# is the works ol Ifanu and Yribas- 
pnti, and that bad been given effect to scnipuloas^ up to— I may nay 
80 or 4(1 years ago after whic h 
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MIMBER in oiNrgn of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’Mi 
Sir AlnLiir* Rahim) : Do I understand that the revenues from the court- 
fees must bo spent on the court itself? Will you jfive me the refer- 
ence ? • • 

Bihu CARAT CHANDRA BASU: Not to-day, but to-morrow or 
the day after. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Major Hastan Buhrawardy): Hon'Ue 

members should not address each other but should address tEe Chair. 

Babu CARAT CHANDRA BACU: By court-fees I did not mean the 
court-fee siamjw but the fees levied from the litigant public; the liti- 
grunts in those ancient times had to pay certain fees for getting justice, 
I hope I have satisfied the Hon'ble Member. However, I will give 
him the reference from Manu and Vrihasjiati. In any case, even if I 
am a little mi.stnken in quoting the text and verse from Mnnu, that 
does not detract in any way from the subject which I am advocating, 
namely, that the Government should not make a profit out of the ad- 
^ministration of justice, I would again refer to Manu and other ancient 
jurists who have siK'cially laid down that to make a profit out of the 
administrati<m of justice would not be an act of sovereignty but that 
would Ih* tile sale of justice which is deprei ated by all stMisible men. 

I should therefore suggest to the House that we should duplicate the 
cadre of the judg<*s and sub-judges to cojK* with the work that they have 
got to do. 

There is the other imiwrtant matter, Mr. IVesident, to which I 
should like to off(*r a little comment, and that is umier the head 
“ Police.” Of cours«‘, the ex|M»nditure on jiolice has bc^en the subject- 
matter of discussion in the House, and I am not going to make any 
remark, iKMuiise I feel that I have not l>t*en able to study the subject 
properly. I should therefore leave that matter in the hands of those 
who hove made it a s|ieciul study on their part. Of course, police is » 
very mlious thing in this country, although it is a very necessary one. 
On a<'count of their conduet they have acquire<l the odium which in 
many instances they richly deserve^ but no administration of the 
<*ouniry cun {xissihly go on without the mainteuani'e and help of the 
police. But at the same time we ought to see that the police that it 
entertained is entertained for the pur|K>se of the protection of the people 
and not for their haras.Hment. We find in the report under the 
“ IVlice a remark made by the Hon'ble the Finance Member that 
there has lieen a saving oi one lakh by the abolition of the ** Special 
Dacoity Section ” from the Criminal Investigation Department. Now* 
Mr. President, if the Criminal Investigation Department had been 
doing anything like good work anywhere, it was in the diveetion ol 
putting a stop to d|i^oities, and that very direction has now been done 
away with. That section of the Criminal Inveatigatimi Department 
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wliicli wm concernetl with the Auppreftsiion of daeoitien ceaaea to exiat 
and thereby a aaving of one lakh of ru|ieea haa l)een made. 

Under this head we also find that there is what is eallefi the p<Wr^ 
mtlneiit force and the “ tem|x)rary force.” What i» meant by th« 
** temporary’ force ” we do not kmiw; in the budget it is only given aa 
“temporary force”; it re<|uires considerable insight and insight into 
the secrecy of things to understand what this ” tem|s>rary force ” 
means, (tn the other hand, we have got the details (»f the |M»rmanerit 
force, details which re(|uire an ex)ieiiditure which is btidgeied at 
Its, hut this “ tem|Hirarv force” without any details is {Hit 

down at Us. wliich is more than the cost of the “ {>erniiineni 

force.” Add to that Us. 7r),(HK) for the Secrt*t S«*rvjcel 

[Thi* inemher having r(‘u<hed the tiim^limit was allowi^d two 
minutes to conclude his spe*‘<’h. j 

This Secret Service is another thing al>out widt h we know* nothing 
nnd no information has In^en given in the huilget. My lime is uji: I 
cannot take any more lime es|M»cially as the Hook of numlnu’s has 
always Ihmmi a sealed Ihxtk It) me and I always fight shv wditoi faced 
with the juggleiy t»f figures, 1 t ht^reftire suhiidt to you, Mr. l*n*siilent, 
that the figures in these twt» heads, jitdieial administration anti the 
udminint lation tif {silit e, shtmhl ht* overhauletl so far as this hudget is 
concerned. 

[At tins stagt‘ the Iftm'hle the Uiesiilent retuinetl to the Chair). 

Mauivi ABDUL QUADER: I agn*e with llahn riiu's Uhamlm 
('Imttei jee, wht> s|H)kf* \esterilay that we shoultl ct)m|>le(tdy t)pjH>iw» tho 
budget. In the Uhie Ihsik I#fintl abstrait of levenue ami ex|M*ntliture 
frt»m which an itlea ran 1m* gatheretl niul general criticism Im* made. 
In Kx|ientliture No. f) — Excise, nearly all the money is sfM*nt for the 
]niy of ttfficer.s nnd establishments. In Kxjjenditure No. H — Forests, 
nearly half; in Kx|M*nditure Nt). 9 — Uegistratitm, the whtde is 
for service nnd establishment. Under the alaive three heatls the ex- 
])enditure ainoiiiits to 40 lakhs of In Kx{M*ntliture N*o. 22 — 

Oeiierul Administnition nearly the whole amount is sjient for tl>e estab- 
lishment and |«iy of the firovincial heads of Government, Divisional 
Commissioners and the District Magistrates and their siihordiimfes and 
the amount is more* than a rtore of rufiees. In Kx|M*iiditure No. 24-*- 
Administration of Justicsb nearly the whole amount is sjient for the 
pay of the High Court Iiidges, District Judges and their sulsmlinates 
and Judges of Courts of Small (^uses, ('alrutta, and the amount ti 
more than a crore of rupees. In Expenditure No. 26— Police nearly 
a crore and 75 lakhs of rupees are s|)efit annually for the jjay of 
Fresiilency and District Police Officers and their subordinates and 
€<itablisbinent«. In Expenditure No. 31. — Education we find that a 
little over a crore of rupee* is spent for the education of the cbildtan 
of the soil and of this amount nearly 11 lakhs goes to Government 
fiocondary Behoola, more than 11} lakhs to Govemment Arts €olleit«a 
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and 12} lakhN to In»pcc<ion and Direction work. In Expenditure 
No. .■t2--M«lical, and Expenditure No. 33— Public Health Department 
the total expenditure ia only 4C lakha and odd and Re. 28 lakhs and 
<^d and in them, deimrtnients also we have got European Officers on 
high In Exiienditure No. 34 — Agriculture, out of a total expendi- ■ 
ture of n lakhs and odd Its. 9 lakhs and odd are spent for the pav of 

Agncullural officers with no work. In Expenditure No. 35 Indus- 

tn^, more than half goes to the pay of officers and their establishment. 
In Ex,a-nditure No. 41-(;ivil Works economy cun be effected if the 
officers can proiierly check their subordinates and contractors who are 
^nerally gm-dy and .lishonest. These are the bigger de,artnients and 
J leave aside the minor and mi.scellaneous deixirtraents where also the 
^rvice-holders get the lion’s share. Now all these departments men- 
loned almve are «.lminiHter..d by (JoVernment as they say, efficiently, 
but the effect of the administration dees not satisfy the wishes of the 
people. I he offi. ers IsUh of lht> In, ban and Provin, ial .Services are 
i^esijonsible an, I the more their i«y has br-en increu.sed, the moie irres- 
ponsible they have Iwome. Sime the war for the last ten years the 
|»'ople of this country has suffered econoniicallv. but the only iH-oi>le 
who are happy in this unhappy |„„d are the Euro, wan ai.Tj Indian 
servoe-holders twlonging to the Indian and Provincial Services There 
IS a saying in Persian “ //,„ r„ or lw/„„ rhr hak even if the fl.Hid is 
mountains high the duck has nothing to fear. In our country since 
the outbreak of the war every ,.rofessi„n has siiffen.,1 exce,.l ihe service- 
liolihirs. T,i „d,l to this the bureaucriu y to . he. k the s,>!rit of n„n..>l 
orwration has n.a.l,. an unholy alliance wiUi the sen-i. e-l.olders, „nd Gave 
increased their ,s,y in all ,le,.nrtments of publi.- s..rvi„.s hu..], an 
extent as no one .■o.ild jaissibly dream of. The «.sult has twen that they 

we fin,T’tli«rtr’"' ""*',.7*"“ •-> 'lie Police I),.,iarTment 

l^t fell -^wmliture has increascsl by leaps and Imunds forth. 

“ aw a T" l" """" 'i for the upholding 

o hi 1.1 "II"" and t'liarmanair and 

iirs In ",l of their suiierior officers anil exe<M.tive 

"f ,?l' '•■’‘^‘■utive lV,»,rtnient we fin.I there is an army 

'■ Magistrates and .S„l>.l)ep„tv MagiZ 

( oll<*ctorH IN vt»rv verv i i* ■ i it ^ 

ment we find Mtinsifs all over the tsmntry have i,',’ 'light IfiW 
an.1 they are not overw.wke.l as of old as many p«^le still 

tlrn/ir •’'•ring 

r hi Kv r '"rvl '' Mk- ‘keir hn,nj, 

of the Executive IVpartment. In spite of all this their par has bm 

w'hlTir ""f ‘•'“ir number ha, been inciliied. ST 

. e> lave heem fully satisfied provision is going to be nude W 



imi 


DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET, 


fiemces by the appointment of the Oommiinsion. To whichever 
aide we turn our attention we find gigantic jwoviaion haa lieen made or 
are being made by Government on a large acale with a vengeance for 
the hig i»ny of their nuiueroun ofticer« in the Pniviiuial and Indian 
Services and (iovefnmeirt thinks that ita chief duty i» thui4 finitthed. 

Now what is the condition of the peojdt^V Trade and induntry Kave 
not proapereil. Trade in completely in the handa of the fondgners. 
Small industries sprang up in many pla<'<»s after the partition agitation 
in Bengal only (o die in a short time without Government help and 
patronage. After the war the ikhhI for industrial development has 
been all the greater. To quote the words of the authors of the 
Montagu^rhelnisford Ke|Kirt on the Iteform pro|K)saU in April. 1918, 
Part II-A, ]xxrn. 

India will certainly consider herself entitled to claim all the helu that hor 
Government can ritc her to enable her to take her piece a« « mnnufacturin{S 
country nnd unlesa the chiitii iti iidiuttled it will ttiirely turn into an ins'tient 
request for n tariff which will penuliM* imported atticlm without of 

ori(;in. On ail ground* n forward policy in indu^lrinl develcj[»inent it urgently 
called for not merely to gii'e India economic mabil’ty; but in order to iatiafy 
the aapirntionK of her people who d«*sire to tee her wtand before the srorfd at 
a well-poijMHl, up-to-daU> country, in order to provide an outlet for the energiet 
of her young men who are otheraise drawn exclusively to (Joveniiiient nervict 
or a few overstocked professions ; in order that money lying unprodactive may 
be applied to the bcmeflt of the whole country and in order that the loo 
•pecuintive and literary tendencies of Indian thought may be bent to more 
practical eiida, and the people may b<* better qualifietl to ahoulder the new 
responaibiiitiea which the new eonitilution will lay upon them Theae »‘on*t» 
derationa le<l laird Hardinge’s Government to recommend the appointment of 
the Induntrial Conimijiaum which in at present witting 

Now I ask, has the (fovernnient done anything in tliis dirtM-tion except 
the ap|H>infmenl of a ('onimissjcin whirdi is u ]Minaceu for all the evils and 
which throw's dust into our eyes*' During the Muhaiiiinadun rule many 
young men of the re.sjiectohle ilasses among the MuhamnimlanH and 
Hindus tcKik to military wrvire. But with the disupisniraiice of the 
Muhammadan rule that o{H*ning was closed. If w** gel jirovincial 
autonomy' and the Inir to the admission of Bengalis to the military 
servit'e is removed then liesides puldi<* services wdiich should Ik* provin* 
rialised and Indiaiiised we have two more oullets for the employment of 
educated middle class Hindu and Muhamroudan youths of our country, 
vii.. Industry and the Army. To greatlv add to the moral prejitige of 
the country the Excise Department should lie ulwlished and to effect 
economy the imy of all the State service-holders carrying a [wy of 
Bs. 200 and upwards should be ixMluml. Higher and secondary educa- 
tion should be deprovincialised and |wimarv eilucation be made fn^i and 
technical eclucation should greatly be encouraged. In this way instead 
of complication in administration, over-taxation and discontent in thn 
knd. there will be simplicity in the aystem of Govemment, improvement 
in the MMNioiiiic condition of the people and real peace and order in 
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the country. Stamp and other oppresaive taxes should be reduced aud 
chow'kidari tax abolished. There is another thing which I wish to state. 
Kxecutive-»and Judicial functions should be separated. Deputy Magis^ 
trates should l)e placed under the llistrict Judges and thus the terror 
of the |)olice in the minds of the |jeople will disappear and [leople will 
l)egin to realise that they are no longer strangers in their own country. 
The ]^>lice I)i»i>jirtment should be amalgamated with the General 
IViKirtment in matters of finance and control and the administrative 
machinery will become further simplified and mort^ workable with good 
results. I know all thesi* my pious wishes are vain so long as the 
present biireaucraey continues and until and uidess it is mended or 
end<Hl, Jlut I am drawing a picture as to how our future Swaraj 
tlovernment should administer from the jioints of view of economy, 
morality, and removal of diseontent from tliis unhappy land of ours. 
Now as to the condition of the country iK'ople, the raiyats. That 
which matters most to the raiyat is his relation with his landlord. But 
to quote the first jmrt of the Montagu-t'helmsford KeiH)rt on llefonus. 

Mui'h (»f the iK'tivity of Govominent comes home to him (raiynt) ev^’ntually; 
iind Himtever helps him in his clifficultit*^ adds enormously to the huppiness 
of the country us a whole It is not merely a matter of securing him in posses. 
Sion of his plot of land, of assessing his dues (spiitahly and coiUs'ttnR them 
M'lth discriininalion, of advancing him money in lad days and u ailing till 
he IS in a position t<j repay it, A simple, cheap and certain system of law 
IS one of hts greatest needs. He greatly rtHpiires to be protrsUsl .igainst the 
intricai u*s of courts and the subtleties of law and enabled to defe.it the udt'anlogo 
enjoyed by Ins long-pursisl opponents The working of all the great proctsiure 
nahsi, the laiw of t'siiry, of Hegistratiofi, of Limitation, of Contract, the Court- 
fee's Act, the Stamp A<t. is felt in the reimAs'st village in the land. The raiyat 
and huiidnsis of thouHaiids of h»s kind inav he lift'nl from pensnrv to comfort 
by a canal project cosiirig iiiillionK of pounds, ('ne of his constant needs is 
protfs'iion against exactions of petty official oppressions, improvements 'n seed 
or slock. manur»*s, ploughs, wells, the buddings of a new road or new railway, 
facilities for graaing his rattle or getting wood lor his implement, the pro- 
tection of his crop from add antniaU. his cattle from diseasas and his brats 
vessels from burglars; co-operative banks to lend him money and cooperative 
fMM'ieties to develop his market : the provision of schools and dispenaariet withm 
reaiKUiable distant'e, iHete are the things that make all the difference to his 
life. 

All (he«e wen* miitl in pmiae of the District Offi(*er»* ko called solicitude 
for the i)oor raiyats of the villagea. Hut 1 should say that since the pars- 
ing of the Permanent Settlement neither the (Government n<vr the lamin- 
dara have ever shown any real sympathy for the grievances of the raiyat* 
enumerated alwve. Attempts are being made now and then in the«e dirw'- 
tions by Government, hut these do not hear fruit on account of the rcwtly 
top-heavy administration. The intricacies of law, the exaction* of money* 
lender*, the cormptiou of officers, the enormous increase of court-fees 
and stamp, want of education and sanitation and, above all, the nomdevo* 
lopment of his mai^o^t has made his life intolerable. Unhappily, the 
lutyal is too often the victim of scarcity and disease. Speaktng lor my 
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poor district of Jcssore, once the most flonrishiiifr in Bensrnl, mnlarta, kala* 
OBor and poverty have reduced itn population <H)nsiderahly as the centus 
will show. Those who are alive are more dead than livinff. and the vil- 
lagors are poor and emaciate<l. The attention of the Government has 
been drawn for thfc last .'10 years for the reclamation <»f the Hhairah ami 
other dead rivers of JeiwHire, hut the bureaucracy has all alonjr turned a 
deaf ear to all the entreaties, reasoning's and arguments advanced to 
Government on many wrasions hv our pn>-Governiiieiit and distingiiishefl 
countryman Rai Jadu Nath Majumdar Bahadur, c.i.r... of .lessore. If 
the laild peasantry and the cmintiy ptHijde are deatl ahtl dying, what will 
be the benefit of the r*'foriiisy ^ 


Mr. K. C. ROY CHAUDHURI: I am going to iimkc just u few fwiss- 
ing remarks al»out the principle of the budget which sings the same song 
year after year. The budget dcHerves neither ((uigrutululion nor ctuidem* 
nation. With a few cuts here and there and with the wind-full from 
Stamps and Kxcise <lufics, the Finance MemlnT must have made most 
desperate efforts to balance the budget. Sir, I am for juit-an-out intnliH* 
cation of the p(dicy of taxation. 

Taxation must 1h* justified hv pr<M>f that iwenue ileriv»‘d Ihervhy will 
W usetl in a way \^hich will pnuluee a large measure of genet al well- 
In'ing. Taxation should 1h* in pniiMUtion to ability to pay anil to the pr<»- 
tection and InMiefit (‘onferred c»n the individual by the State. 

My point is that the masses. I mean the raiMits and working c1usm*s, 
War iiUist of the hurden of the It) and lald cron's of ru|H*<*s rcalisiMl as 
revenue. I^et us take, c.g.. Land Revenue, which brings in moie than 3 
crores of ru|»eeH. Fan anyone <1eny that every irenny of it is paid by the 
raiyuts through that historical agency kiu»wn uh the Hrnfjitl :at>nnfhif», 
whose capture of this Fouiu il has Momewhai clnM’ked by th« advent 
of the Swarajists y Take, Sir, the next item the KxcW\ which brings in 
bumper harvests at the ex|H*nse of the health of millions of raiyats and 
working men. Can anybody doubt that the major (Kirtion of it is from 
proc‘eed8 of sale of country liquor and drugs not ptifronised by the 
intellectuals, hut the raiyats and working men who drink the slow jM>i on 
made and sold by the Goveniment? The thin! item which brings in 
between 3 and 4 ciwes is from Stamps? My information is that a very 
large |)ortion of it comes^ from the pockets of the raiyats who are 
obliged to litigate and borrow owing to that peculiar system of land 
revenue created by the historical statute known as the Permanent 
Settlement. 

I ran give you statistics to support my statements which are no use to 
the Swarajiata or the Nationalists. The overthrow of the Governineni 
first, masses and that kind of thing afterwards is their motto, fait us 
examine for a moment how this 10 crores of rupees taken out of the 
pockets of those whose inability tc^pay needs littliv<’>' oo demonstration^ 
is spent , 
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The largest portion is spent on Police, viz., nearly 2 crores of rupees. 
Can anybody deny that the Police which we have in Bengal to-day is 
nothing but an engine of oppression and exactly the opposite of protec- 
tion to the masses K I shall give you an instance to prove my case/ It 
was in August last year the porters at Dowrah Statioft were restless over 
the heavy toll they have to |my to the labour contractor. There is long 
history attached to it. I will not trouble you with the details. The 
fwyrters on the pay-day refused to imy Mr. Love, the contractor, Bs. 7 a 
month. S(xme thirty-seven of them were arrested and tied with ropes at 
the instigation of the contractor and tli^ Station Superintendent on the 
lu-etext that they were tresiwssers and the worthy Deputy Magistrate of 
Howrah in consultation with the District Magistrate fined them lis. 5 
each. They were simply shocked and some of them told me that the 
British system of justice was no good. We took the matter up to High 
Court and the Judges have not only squashed the sentence but made 
very strong observations in the judgment pointing out the Deputy 
Magistrate was absolutely ignorant of law and that there was telephone 
message b<‘tween the District Magistrate and the Railway (\)mi>any and 
that ki?id of thing on the day of trial. The European Sergeant at 
Howrah Station whose name I can give told me that the arrest wa.s ille- 
gal, hut he had to do it Wcuuse the Superintendent, Railway Police, 
ordered it. The next item of ex|>enditure, vix., 1} crore of rui)ees is for 
e<lucoti(»n ami out of this a magnific<*nt sum of lakhs were s|»ent on pri- 
mary education, which alone should l)enefit the masses. It is a pity that 
very few people bsik any interest in that excellent report made by 
Mr. Biss <m primary education after proper inquiries. He estimated at 
crores of rupees as capital outlay and a recurring cost of nearly 2 crores 
of rupt*es. In my humble opinion the Ministry of Education should con- 
centrate on this one single <|uestion — vi*., primary education on which 
<iefH*nds the real Swaraj (Jovernnient and not a toivheavy hourgois 
regime which Swarajists iiim to attain. 

Taxation, if pniperly understood, is a blessing and not a curse to the 
iHmimunity and if the prw'eeds of the taxes are sjient for maximum, goodl 
f<ir the maximum number of people. 

I waul to iiulicnte. Sir. a few extra sources of taxation to meet the 
cost for primary e<tucation. It is well-known (hat Jute and Tea 
Industries are more or less monopolies of this.<’ountrv and that during the, 
war and the following years the industrialists made eolossal foitunea out 
of them w ithout paying proper Immises to labour whieh was exploited to 
its utmost cafHUMty, Jute employs 300,000 hands taken out of agricul- 
tun*. They drink and acquire all the vices of the mill area. I suggest 
that the Bengal Government takes power to impose a provincial tax*per 
bmm or on the looms which weave Gunnies and Hessians worth 50 crores 
of ruis^es a year, A tax or Excise duty of 1 per cent, which is very small 
indeed will fetch 50 Jakhs of rupees. It is true that the GoTemineiit of 
India ,*akes crores of rupees on export of l^te fabrics, but let .ns tght 
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f0r powers to tax it ourselves. In the same way the present prosperity of 
Tea Trade can bear small taxes to yield a quarter of a crore of rupee. 
This and a few lakhs from Coal will give us enough funds to start pri» 
fiiarv education in selec't areas. 

^ • 

There is still Another luitable S4>urce to tax, vis., in/icrt>ori(T known as 
Death duty. Every rivilixed country has adopted it as one of the most 
STiitahle form of taxes. In this ctnintrv hig estates (|uickly vanish thnmgh 
litigation and succession suits. A iK»rtion of it for the l>enefit t>f the 
nation and not for the luuiefit of lawyers and law*ag<*iits would lie wel« 
<*ome as revenue. 

I think, Sir, a graduated death duty ranging from 5 to 50 }H»r rent, 
depending on the value of the estates will give us a subslantiul sUm to 
supplement the cost of education. In fact the living xamindars are 
lieconiing more and more anxious to <io something for the tenants who 
are Inung greatly exploiteil. They should weltMiine this us tlieir ponf- 
mortem contnhutions to the National Revenue. 


Mr« 8ATC0WRIPATI ROY: 1 thought 1 should not s|H>ak in this 
Council so hmg the Government does not IxMMune our own, but when I find 
that everylKidy i.s speaking, if 1 do not speak my constituency will con- 
sider me to be a dumb representative. I must thercfort* sjwuk. 

From yesterday, Sir, I am hearing hon*ble memliers K|M^uking upon 
the budget that ha.s lieen introduced hy the H<»n'ble the Finance Member. 
Some have cnticixed the jKiwers that have lieen given under the Ri* forms 
Act to this t'ouncil to control the ex|K*ndilure. Some have cnticiaed the 
allotment.H that have betm made in the budgtH under differtmt heads. Most 
of them, not excluding the ex-Sfinisten of Education, have sfMiken aliout 
the disprofKirtionate allotments made to the transfemHl de|)iir(ment*, 
specially the head Education. But I am surprised to see that very few 
have criticixed the sources of revenue and the amounts of revenue realiiml 
from these sources. Very few have remarked whether the sources of 
revenue are profier or not and the amounts realised from these sources 
are adecjuate, mcwe than adequate or inadequate. But one like me, Sir, 
a newcomer to such a Council, one who seldom cared to look into the 
budget of a bupeaucratic Government antagonistic to the interest of 
the people of this countrx' — one like me is really astonished when he looks 
to the sources of revenue^ upon which the administration of this 
presidency depends. 

What are the major heads of revenue? — f 1) T^and Revenue, (2) Rxeisa, 

Stamps. Irving aside the Iiand Revenue, one of the major heads of 
income, we find about half the estimated total income comes from iba 
aouroas, existence of which depends upon the vice of the people of this 
country. It appears from what is stated in the budget report that the 
Honlile the Finance Member is jobilant over the increase in the rerenue 
from Excise. It is stated that thaie is a steady improvement in excise 



98 


DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. [2Tth P». 


revenue, lie seems to l>e more jolly for as it is stated the growth of 
this revenue has Wn further accelerated by the collapse of the non-co- 
operation movement; or in other words, Sir, the non-co-operators tried 
to dissuade the people from becoming addicted to drinking and that 
the failure of that movement has increased this revenue. Sir, though I 
repres 4 ‘fit in this Council the Burabazar people of Calcutta, I really live 
in a village in the district of Midnapore. I know full well how the 
agents of this Oovernment try their best to accelerate the sale of liquor. 
I know how the poor Santhals lose aliriost all they earn in drinking 
lienn. The sight is lamentable when one sees a Ileria shop on a hat-d&y 
in a village. The fault of the noiM‘(M)perators was to dissuade these poor 
men from this habit. I think hon’ble members of this Council know' vei*y 
well how' these noiH'O-operators suffere<l at the hands of the police, the 
preservers of law and order. This is one of the primary sources of 
re^'enue upon w hich' the present (lovernmeut depends for its administra- 
tion. Nothing seems to me to be more humiliating for a Government than 
to depend for its existence upon the sinful acts of the j>eople. The Hindus 
and the Muha?iiiiiadans who form the major portion of the population of 
this presidemy <’onsider it a sin to addict to drinking. The moral instinct 
<»f every member of every nationality will tell him that it is wrong to 
addict to drinking. But. Sir. the administration of our Province depends 
mostly upon the income from this semree. It is not only that if more 
li<jimr H s(d<l more revenue is realized, but when one gets drunk with the 
liquor provided by the pre4M(»us trade of the present Government he is 
taken to tl»e nearest Magisterial (’ourt and there is another source of 
revenue in the shape of fines realized. 

Atutther big bead, Sir, is Stump duty.^ What is it but a duty realized 
from the people when they want to (piarrel with each other. A brother 
quarrels w ith his brother, u neighbour (lunrrels with his neighliour, and 
when he wants to settle it or to get justice he is to pay in the shape of 
stump duty and the administration depends on it. If the people cease 
to quurnd with each other, if the pe<*ple cease to la* intoxicated, i.e., if 
the people l>e<'ome what they ought to Im‘ or what their well-wishers like 
them U) lie, the administrators lo>a» about half the revenue and the 
administration would surely fail. 

Hon’ble memlHTs were arguing furiously for not finding allotment 
of the sufficient portion of the revenue for the so-called nation-building 
departments of this Government, but I ask them — do they like to educate 
their children by intoxicating their fathers and their brother^ and their 
fellow-countrymen, by introducing more quarrels amongst the people of 
this Province f I therefore aak the hon’ble members to scmiiniM the 
sourcee of income first before they want to divide the revenue to difetent 
heads. If the reforms mean only to make the administration top-heavy, to 
open several deparim^ts with a large number of highly paid officers, one 
should like to be saved from such reforms. Where is the reform in the 
sources of inoomef Where is an administrator under this refortnt to 
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remade these hanefal sources of int^ome and to su}ipiement them a*ith jut>- 
per and healthy source of income?* If the hudfyet means to set^k any 
means possible to squeese out money from the [People of this country then 
pass this hudjret am) fro on with y<iur udiiiiiiistration for the ruin of the « 
people^ but if it means to devis** lefritiiiiate uml pi>t»|>er souiws of innniie 
to fro on a'ith an adniinintration that would briiifr welfim* of the jHMiple, 

I would ask this (\itineil to thn»w off the budfrt*t altofrcther for it is not 
the budfret of the iiioome that oufrht fo In* the inronie of an healthy admin- 
isinition. 

Beitfrul, Sir, is n<»t wantin^^ in yiebliiifr revenue, fitun lefritiinnte 
sounes. X(dH)dy run deny that it is an afrri<'ulturul province 
and tioit jute is one of the bi^frest Hfrrieultimil pnaluee. But the 
revenue reahred from this afji ieultural MOine has lH‘en approfuiated or 
if I may W jMTrnitted to say. misappropriated by the Imperial (iovern- 
nient. Taxes on iueome of the pt*ople — the im^ome derived mainly from 
the trades with the foreifrn eountries — are anotluT inajj»r wuiive of revenue 
of this Province. But that is also appropriated by the (btvernment of 
India. There are other natiiral prfiduets — the revenue derived fiom which 
.sources, I do not find, have any place in the present budfret. 1 do not 
know what the Ifon’ldc Member in charfre f»f Finunci* woubl sav. btit if 
he Uffrees with me in the view that the income from ext ise and slump 
duties should not form part of a lunlfref for a fr<Mid and healthy adminis- 
tration <»f a country, is it not his <iufy lc» siiy so clearly when he introduces 
the budfret?' He may sa> that his duty is only to place laToie this House 
a statement in the form of a budfret of the existinfr sources of iweiiue 
and of the umoutits <bTived therefrom witlonil at the same time pointinfr 
out which are iiiipnijwr sources,* But. Sir. the duty of this Hous<* is 
quite clear and as I have stuteil Iwfore. this Housi* <'un only do its duly by 
rejw'tinfr fhe whole budfret as it has Iw^en prewmled. 

^ Or* BIDHAH CHANDRA ROY* The annual cereimmy has been 
gone through to a certain extent, namely, that of ptesemting the budget. 
We have l>een carefully listening to the sjrwM'hes around the table, dia- 
cuAaing the provisions of the budget. But with what object? If w© 
l€»ok at the regulations under which we are acting to-day, 1 find that we 
are precluded from initiating any grant or augmenting it or tranKferring 
the provision of a grant from one head to another, following, I lielieve, 
the precedent that ohUimi in the Imperial Parliament, where the CrowUi 
on the advice of bin Ministeiw who happen to l>e the executive and are 
therefore reaponaihle for the rp%^enue, demand the money and the Cora* 
mona grant it. Aa a general rule thee© demanda are granted without 
any redaction, becauae there the executive happen to he reaponaihle tn 
varioua way* to the legialatnre aa well aa to the country. What ia the 
remedy in our cane? How can thia Hooaa control fhe Executive P Waa 
it, I wonder, the intention of the Oovemment of India* Act to ahow that 
the only poaaihle and practical meana hy which the legialatnre here can 
have aay ioiaenoe over the executive i§ either to ritvm a grant or to 
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reduce it, whenever the legi«lsture wiehes tc* make iie voice felt. It is a 
truJHin, Sir, “ #five a man power and he is sure to abuse it ** (if he does not 
do so, be is not a man, he is perhaps a superman) * ‘unless there is a strong 
public opinion against it,'’ and that is very well illustrated in the 
prcH-eedings of the budget that has been presented to tis. A part ef the 
revenue I'or the ensuing year is derived from the taz^ that were imposed 
in the year 1922. I find from the speech of the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr, as 
he then was, in the course of his introduction of the Taxation Bill that 
he proniis(Hl that if the Government could secure a moderate surplus 
after providing for the bed-ro<‘k anticipated deficit of 90 lakhs for 
’1922-2"! it would be possible to use this surplus for the purpose of 
financing a Toan for capital works, thus relieving the revenue budget and 
further he said that the surplus would become available for those schemes 
of educational, sanitary and medical progress which, he was sure, 
the Council had as much at heart as the Hon’ble Ministers, who were 
charged with them, earnestly desired to see. That was a solemn promise 
given by one of the previcms Finance Memlrers on the authority of the 
promise- made by His Excellency the Governor in 1921. I do not know 
whether the present llon’ble Finance Member is Inmnd by it, but 1 will 
give certain figures which, I hope, the Finance Mendver will not be able 
to refute. The closing balance of 1921-22 was Rs. 07 laks 51 thousands. 
The closing balance of 1922-23 was Rs. 90 lakhs and 92 thousands and 
that of 1923-24 was Rs. 1 crore 21 lakhs and 73 thousands and next year 
it is exfMM'ted that the balance will be Rs. 1 cnue 23 lakh^ ami 24 thou- 
sands. It is obvious that the surplus has gone on increasing. Where 
is this promiw* fulfilled!' Then, again, I come to the other side of (he 
picture. The exi)enditure has gone on increasing. In 1920-21 it was 
Rs. 9 (’lores 10 lakhs and 89 thousands; in 1921-22 it was Rs. crores 
48 lakhs and 22 thousands, leaving aside loan oi>erntions. In 1922-23 
it was Rs. 9 (Tores 59 lakhs and 04 thousands and in 1924-25 it is expect* 
ed to l)e Rs. 10 cron's 31 lakhs and 79 thousands. I seriously ask if the 
expenditure had not Wn allowed to go on increasing to the extent it 
has? Acconling to tlm assurance given by Sir John Kerr to us in 1922, 
could this surplus in the ordinary course W employed for any other 
purjiOHe hut two, vie., for floating a loan for ('apital accounts, and, 
secondly, for the provision of schemes in the transferred departments? 
How is the legislature at the present moment going to enforce this pro- 
mise on the exw’utive? It is a well-known fart that the Members of the 
Executive Government do not know and cannot know the wishes of the 
people. Therefore, the only way in which they are to W made cogni- 
aunt of the wishes of the people is either to refuse a grant or to reduce it. 

Coming to the budget itself, I find that the Hon ’hie the Finance 
Member is very glad that be has been able to make certain retrench- 
ments. He says io page 4 of his speech that General Admmistration, 
Administralion of Justice, Irrigation, Agriculture and Public Health 
and Police happen to share the most important ^ms of retrenchmenta. 
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deplored tlie fact that IN. V2 lakh** had to W I'<*trl»IU'h<^d to tEe 
dctrirueiit of Police ad!i)ini>ttution from the Police hudfjt^t and he again 
f«ays that the eflicieiu y of the fone hu'* -«<uffered in the ah‘*t*u('e of effective 
fuj»€r vision. I a-k, ^upeiviMow over whom? li is granted that* 

only Id per rent, uf the people of this country are liteiate. A most 
elalKU'uie m heme to maintain law and order would be futile if the jH'opla 
do now know or are not intelligent enough to under'^tand the value of 
Mich measures. I urn <'(muected intimately with a very imimrtant educa- 
tional institution and that is the (’aleuila rniversity. Mr. Mitter yes- 
terday was ebxjuent in his demand f<>r further ineaMUVs to help primary 
and secondary education in the piovincc; and he dcploretl that the Houlde 
the Kiname MemlxT was wanting in statesmanship. Now, what is the 
positi»)n ni the T'niveisity with leferem#' to this (^»un(‘i!y 1 take it that 

the Fniversit) luol In'toj ♦^stabhsh«'*l as a < onstituit*il authority, l(» a< t 
t»n behalf of the (iovtniment whoso piiimny duly is to pit»vide 
for ednrutu n and highei iMhuation for the pet>ple. The Fnivi‘r* 
sity Is i haju'ed to do (hat du1\ as the agent ef the ( tu\ ei nmelit . 'riiere- 
fore, if the T’niveisit\ is wanting in funds, the (ioveuiment cannot 
abs(dve itself fn)in .ill liahilities with legaid to that. The (’uhutta 
FniveTsitv was given a (ertain rontribution from the Imj»eiial (biveni- 
meiiT in by L'Uil Haiding-e, who said — 

1 ({innet regunf ti»e |)rePM*nt fartlmes for higher iHlucnttoi). higlier Htiidies ) 
and reM‘nr<li ns at nil snffinem when not n few Ktudents who w a*h to take the 
A degree lone to 1m’ turned iiwax for want of ttetorimuMfation ; 

Many of our undergraduates are eugagtsl in ndvaneisl Ktudiew and rew'areh 
work and it is very important that we nhouhl turn out gfSMl M A n Jn Rufficient 
nuiulwrs. otherwiM* it will l)e difhcult to find enpahle lectureni for the tehiMda 
and (olleges * 

That g'lant was given in PH’..,* and the same giant had Imen maintained 
by the (b»v<*rnmeiit of India and b\ the Hengul (rovernment. Hut niiice 
PHls* Rs. 45 lakhs have been d«uiated to the university by private bene- 
factors. What has the (iovernnient done in response to it ? I ijnote from 
Sir Henry Wheeler’s «j>ee< h w ho. w ith referenre to the Knlimpong 
Homes and the Loreto (’on vent, said that these institutions attracted 
private genero.sity mi an extensi%-o scale and he urged eloquently that 
they were mcordingly entitled to lifMual assistance from the public 
funds, b»r, as he put rt tersely — “ It is a sound buHinean trannaction to 
encourage private liliernlity.*’ I want to know what encouragement to 
private liberality in reference to the T^niversity has l»eeii given by thin 
Government *or by the Government of India? fbily the ofher day, an 
President of the Hoard of Accounts of the rnicuttii Fniversity, I had 
to refu?»e a modest request for Rs. l.dOH only for chemicals to lie used in 
the Science College from Sir P. (’. Ray, wIjoms name a household 
word in (he country and who has given up a pay of Rs. l,0fKI a month 
in consideration of the lack of funds of the rniversity. Mr. Mitter had 
warned the meml»er« of the Council and the Kxecu^^ve Government re- 
garding the want of statesmanship in regard to their neglect of prjpiary 



m 


DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. [27th Feb. 


and secondary education. I want to warn the Gorernment as regards 
their want of statesmanship, so far as the question of relief to the Univer- 
sity is roiuerned. AVith regard to the Public Health and Medical 
"Departments in which I am mo4 interested, it, is said Jthat a grant^has 
1 been made to the extent of Rs . 1 la kh and 2(1 thousands quin- 

ine to the different parts of the Province. Mr. G. S. Dutt said, in 
answer io a question, that two millisns of the people had been treated 
during last year for malaria I am sure, if we used a little arithmetic, 

> we would find that two millions of peojde could receive with this sum 
treatment for three* days only. Everyone knows that a persistent treat- 
ment for even three months will not drive malaria out of the system. 
Therefore, it is only a tinkering j)rocess. It helps nobody. I find 
there is a grxid deal of want of water-supply in the Province. I am 
told that the heart of the (ioveniment has changed but the adamantine 
heart of Mr. I)<uial<l has not chantred. However, water has come out 
of stone to the extent that a provi>ion (»f Rs. oO.bbO has been made for 
rural watei-su]ipl\ . I IsdivTig to a small village in East Bengal, where 
last year we had occasion to rc-exaca\ate one tank and the cost was 
Rs. 1,0(10; s(> if Us. oD.OOK bt* pnividwl, it will meet the (ost of exca- 
vating OO tanks and if »'ach tank }>rovi<le-' water tor oOO people, so 
Rn. oO.OOO will lelieve Vo.OOO jH'ople from the scarcity of water (iut of 
a population of <12 million^ of people who reside in villages in different 
pujts of tlo' Province. But water scarcity is not all. A great uneasiness 
has Ihh'oiih* manifest in Imliu. Then* is a g(»o(l deal ot disconifort in 
the ProvitH'c and it is no good hi4ling our heads in the sands. There 
is s(jme rise of tcMnperatuie. a goo«l deal of delirious talk naturally 
\ follow.s. If we apply the ordinary methods (d diagnosis und treatment 
io the IkxIv politic that a pnutitioner generally does with regard to 
the htimnn luuly, we shall find that the c(mutless millions of the people 
in India arc engaged daily in a grim struggle against death and - 
. Thi'' dis<‘use incaiis ju)\eity ainl poverty brings disease inJfs 
train. There i" a vlciou*' circle. More than five millons of people 
tfldffer the dentil |HUialty eveiv year from preventahle diseases. Many 
days of work are l(>st yearly hy each worker due tf) the Mime lause and 
a very large numher are left maimed for life. These are facts which 
can Ih» asiertainwl hy reference to the health figxires. This state of 
affairs is so Tniserahle that it is only the amnlyne of fatalism (hat has 
ennhlcil (he |>»*oplc t(» endure «-uffe!ing with resignation. I^et us not 
forget that the treatment of diseasr* is costing the counfry a large sum 
of im lies \earl\‘. Whenever any demand is made by the pi*ople for 
the expenditure of more monei for medieal relief, the [loverty of the 
provim e is put forxiard as a plea but |K>verty is to a great extent due 
to the preventable dieases. It would W an irony of fate if India is 
unable to pay for the remedies ni'erled to restore hrr to health and 
pros|>erit> . The eoiyitries that have done so and deliberately purrha^^wi 
healthy have made a splendid luirgnin even from the Imsiness j>oint of 
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vitw. Control tbe preventable disease^* inereo'M* the prcMluctive power, 
the finances of India will lie placed on a satisfactory footing. Sir, that 
is the message of awakened India. The responsibilities of the Govern- 
ment of India and the Secietarv of State and their local advi?*erH are 
great; as sure as day follows night, they will have to givetan ac'count of 
their stewanlship to the people of the countiy'. They will msk why large 
sums of money are Wing s|>ent on the inefiertive efforts which art* 
directeil to MK>the the sufferings <tf the injurecl rather than seeking 
and destroying the enemy. Ix*t thent remeniWr that tbe first principle i 
of watfare is to seek out tbe enemy — the causes of the |ireventable 
diseases. Make out an organism! plan of campaign against theni and 
the enemy of the crying million^i will Im* stifi«*<l. Neglect it and tbe 
country will W prepimsl to fight against the present order ot things; 
nnd if they fight, the> will Iw right 

Mr. TARIT BHUtAN ROY: I regret 1 am unable to offrr any con- 
giatulations on tin* budget which has lieen presentml for the years 
and although it appears to he a .surplus budget. It no doubt tru»» 
tliat the budget shows a \c!y -mall siupltis hut it we consiiler tlo* soun'en 
of the revenue we find that tlo* noeiiue has Increa-ed duiing the hist 
three yeais ti\ alu-ut a rrore and foity lakhs, out of which it apptuus that 
fifty-six laklm repirs<*nt the im tease in our Stamp rexeuues and thirty- 
two lakhs lepie-rnt the jmeia^e ill Ainusenieiit taxation, lea' mg tisjde tlo‘ 
rt venue fnuu the Coiut-lee-.. It i^ therefore quite elear that the surplus 
budget as it now stand- i- mainl\ due to the incimise of re'eiiue from the 
hunien iinp<*sed upon the |H*nple by taxation us stated ahovi* as well as 
to the tem}>orar> lehct whieh ha- Iwen gi'en to the l*to\ince of Bengal 
by the Ooveruiuent of India lo lemitting tlie annual tonttihutmn of 
sixty-tluee lakhs This lieing the positi<»n it is fhoihtful whether any 
toie t an exult ovto the surplus in the huilg'et. It may theref«ire Ik' 
<d»served that the growth of revenues depending as it does mainly upon 
extra taxation is im>re or les- uncertain. N'o one t un tleny th»» wtdl- 
know’u fact that the oniinary retiuirements <»f solvent finaiit e deiiianil that 
the normal growth tif expenditun* shtmld nt>t Ih‘ allowed to go liryvond 
the nonnal rate of gTx»wth of revenue. It is no exaggeration to say that 
■our finances are in a had ctmtiition. Taxatitui has always la»eii odious 
anti nowhere is it mtire so than m a country when* ricconling to the illus- 
trioiLs authors of the Mtmtford report the ufimwt taxable capacity has 
been reached! One is Imiintl to recogniw^ the plain fact that tbe imiK^i- 
tion of burdensome taxation ufaui an impoxerished t ountry is calculated 
to gix-e riN? to discontent. It is a well-kirown fut t that ft»r efficient nnd 
gtXKl administration even the Provincial services have l)een tamjiered 
I have always Wen an ardent advocate <»f ef onruny and Ti*trenehment. 
Economy is n^'ce-sary in every countrx' hut more than anywhere eUe in 
it necessan* to-rlay in Bengal which has failed and i^*f used to reconcile 
3t#elf to the inequitable financial adjustment which has necessitate^ the 
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of hurdenhome taxation upon the people. Already there is a 
widespread feeling? for repealinfc the taxation measures which were 
inau^rurated some time a^ro. I believe it is in contemplation to put an 
end to the Amusement Tax. It is a painful yet ^undeniable fact that the 
consiitutioital ehangres have cast Imrdens far beyond the financial capaci- 
ties of the l^rovince. I will in this connection merely refer to the follow- 
ings' weiirhty words used by His Excellency the Governor on the 30th 
March. 

1 have a sincere desire to «*e the success of the new Act and I agree with 
you that it has but a small chance of success if its only risible fruits in eailr 
years are an increase of officials and heavier burden of taxation. 

In fact Mr. Gampbell Forrester has already mdicc of resolution for 
exemptinjf theatres, cinemas and other forms of entertainments such 
daiHcs, (‘xhibitions, etc., from the liability of an entertainment tax. 

The Il<iirbl(* the Finaime Member has la*en pleased to ob.serve in hi.s 
bud^ijet speech that Excise revenue has been ffoing in well w'itb the im- 
proveiiieut nf admiriistratiini and what is more under the pre.sent condi- 
tions and with the improved means (»f administration Excise would still 
further im rease. He has anticipated a further increase of six lakhs under 
this head. May I ask is it desirable tliat our revenues should increase by 
cultivating the habit of intemperance of the peopled Any increase of 
icviMiiie fiom ise is an unmistakable evidence of the fa< t that the 
pefiple have lieen addicted to ilrunkeiines*, and other incidental vires 
which are bound to lead to lawlessness and < rimes. Although Excise has 
been characterised as one of the main sources of income of Government 
it canmd be denied that it is one of the* most undesirable soun’es which 
it is thi* duty of (tovernment to chei k and cinitrol as much ns possible for 
the benefit of the society as well as the rulers and the ruled, 

I he lion’ble the I'inaiice Membrr has stated that although our exjien- 
diture falls just short ot oui income it has been decideil to embark on new 
si hemes whn h are uigeiit and important for administration, ilevelopment 
and progress and that a sum of Us. SS.tMl.tKK) i»f the balances have l>een 
eai-murked for this jmrpose oui of which thirty-six lakhs in the budget 
represent the first in**taltiieut of expenditure. It is ver\ unfortunate that 
while the nation-building departments like Educutiun, Ii<K‘al Self-Govern- 
meut. Sanitation and 1‘ublii* Health are starving, the largttst portion of 
the said small sum of thirty-six lakhs has been assigned to the reserved 
side of the administration. I do not projH^se to go into the details at the 
present moment, but it is sufficient to say that in the present state of our 
country and the eonditions the people who are dying not by thousand* 
«>r tens of thousands but by hundreds of thousands every' year from malaria 
and kala-aaiir, who are suffering from high price* of food-grains, scarcity 
of gixal drinking water in the rural aix^as, not to speak of the appalling 
ravages of water-hyav inth it is fair and just that in any event 50 per cent, 
of the^ revenues should l»e allocated to the nation-building department*. 
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It is a pity that in the name of ec onomy anti retrenf'hment a large rut 
Itas been made in education to the extent of one lakh etghiy-fiw 
thousands. I am surpri'ted to find that even the small grant of three 
lakhs to the ralcutta Timer^ity has lieen Mopped. I cannot lielieve thait 
our Education Minister, the Honlde Miiulvi Fail-ul Hun. <'<»ttld persuade 
himself to lend his su|)|>4»rt to Mu h a course. I hi»|H* he will tell us as 
to why even the* grant vi su< h'a su;n of thnv lakhi has la»ett denied t«> the 
Calcutta Fniversity in the budget. 

Public Health is far more iiu|H*rtant than Education inasmuch as the 
people have g<'t to Ii\o and be healthx Indore they c.'iii think of education. 
Art‘ the grants made to this im|>oitant department nde<|ua(ey The only 
an*^wer that can be gi^t‘n i** ‘‘ No.*' 

The eountr\ has a tight to demand an eipiitable readjustment of the 
allociitiim of if\etiues between the reserved and tlo' tianslerred depart* 
inents inasmueh as iliv former are pampered at the expense of the latter 
which have been starving all along. T’nless this is «lone at once to enahle 
the trunsforied (Irjiartments to take immediate uetiou for saving the 
health and life of the pei»ple ftom the inroads of preventable diseases 
timl pestib-me, ebtoru*- tamim* and water Hiurcity. and from the terri* 
ble ra\ages of uat«-r*liyat iiith, tire situation will U‘»ome perilous. 

It Is a well-known tact that a tlefieit has been eemvorted inti) a surplus 
in tin* budgi i by no reusing the reventie mainly h.v new taxation name- 
ly. ^iicreusiMl stamp i'ourt-fei's ami by faxing amuseim'nts This being no, 
Mr full to umiri stand why thr ]Hdir\ o| rigid » ciinomy ami letiemdnuents 
in accoi'danf !■ wiili thr lepntt of tlo- Heti»*m Imimf t’ornmitlei* at any rate 
should imt bf not oiil\ s. nipnlfoish but rebuitb-sslv pursued. 

It Is an iindrniablr ta< t that tlir administration is top.beu\y and that 
thi' establishment « liaigrs art- \erv heav\ ami there a r<’ large non-voted 
ftenis even in the tratisfrin-d departmmts. I mgr that tin* reeommenela- 
tioiis of the Ui'tTt'mdnmuit Ciunmittee should be sttif’tly followi’d. 

I w'oubl uig)- UjM*n ihi' (loxeinimuit to deal with tbc needs of the 
voutitiy with r»o'il and laigr-liearteil sMujuithy, 'I'lie hot weatloT is 
eotning, uml tlore will br <ries uf anguish from till oter tlo* country for 
^uppl^ of water. The watrrdivaci«th is choking up i»ur water* and wafer 
eoufsrs, I trust tii»vrrnment will b*nd iio draf ear to tin* rules of our 
jM'ople and w ill make stjbstantjal attempts to alleviate misery. 

• 

Babu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI • Ever sime the CouneiU < arrie 
into existemc budget debates ami dis4*uksir»n«i t»n tin- yearly statrmeiitA 
of revenue and expemliture are iH'ing hebl in Courn il CharnlH-r* of out 
Governiuent, but in sjdte i»f these, the country is still |»o<irer than the 
rest of the wu*rld, its inhabitants are still iiiimei>e<l in ignorance and 
illiteracy, and are l»eing carried away by thousands every year by malaria 
and other preventible diseaiw**, it# agriculture iifill Jb it* primitive atagerr, 
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industries all f^one, the country being a field for foreign exploita- 
tUJj, its sons dishonoured and despised at home and abroad, and the 
administration of the countiT still another name for foreign exploitation 
<arjd foreign domination. 

Still, the budgets are helpful in this way that they give once a year, 
an oppcjrtunity to the people to have a look at the policy of the Govern- 
ment in the governance of the country. What are the policies as re- 
flected in this year’s budget? The first policy is that the system must 
Ih* carried on at a ruinous cost in the most extravagant way, not in the 
interest of the i)eople, but in the interest of the governing class. The 
}|on’f)le the Kimince Member gives us the figure lU crores 32 lakhs and 
2H thousands to })e next yeai\ revenue, and of this amount about 5 
croies 34 lakhs 5(1 thousainls and 900 are to l)e si)ent in the shaiK* of pay 
(({ otticers and establishment and their allowances. I have intentionally 
lett (Hit the contingencies which, if brought into calculation, will leave 
veiy little foi the people. Again, in the budget of ltM14-1905 lls. 05 lnkn» 
weie allotted foi the jadice for the pi evinces of Bengal, Bihar and Oiissa 
and in 1924-25 we find one crore and 84 lakhs 08 thousand for tht |)oli('e of 
Bengal only, whicli is in cxte^s of last year’s revised allotment by 9 lakhs 
and 44 thousands. The Betreiu hinent Committee’** recommendations were 
treated with scant courtesy in this as in other matters. The Refoims 
Act, with all the seeming good intentions of its framers, cannot help us 
in the least. What is the reus«m? Because the polii'y of the (iovern- 
luenl is more to keep the pe<)ple, with the help of the pampered police, in 
constant dreail of the ruling power, than to keep their life and property 
safe ami under protection. 

The leaders of tin* pcopb*. Sir, have rai-'fd their vcdces on numerous 
occasions and from various platforms ajjrain>t this ruinously extravagant 
s\*.tem of (iovcinment. quite unsuited to a ])oor country* like ours. But 
ours has been a eiy in the wilderness, and departments after department's 
have been added to the system making it the most top-heavy and not<iri- 
ouhIv costly sy-tem of the woibl. The only remeily is the complete 
Indiuni*»atioii of the ’*eiviee> in all depat tineiits ami making the Kxecu- 
tive respiuj'-iblc to the legislature. But there is no scojk* for this change, 
under the jiresent coiiNtitutitm, so the whole of it has to lx* ('hanged. 

Now, Sir. u^ (Jill'S is pre-eminently an agi icultifral countrj- its main 
resources ('oming fium the land, let me consider the item of agriculture 
in the budget. In (jrder to understand the true nature and objw*t of this 
department and what ar«»>unt has the department, so far given for its 
existence, it is ne<'essary to have a }H‘ep into the past histor>’ of our 
country. 

I shall W very brief. It is not unknown to students of history that 
at the very dawn of the Britiilh Utile in this country a great famine visited 
this unfortunate land, conmionly known as the Manuautar of 1176 which 
carried away alsmt Igilf the population of Bengal. On the 21st October^ 
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ITOl, the Government pas<^%() some mW for repairing einbankm«iit«> 
for encouraging digging of taiikM. lei^ervoiiH and watei^it)urt»e<ii »o that a 
sufficient portion of the cro|>s may W pre<^erve<l in season of drought or 
inundation for the sulwii^tence of the people and conse«iuently the rtn’ur# 
renco of the miserjes which the country has so often suffered from* may 
be pre%"ented. The rules providtnl for grunting advances to proprietors, 
farmer, dependent talukdurs and raiyats for making embankments, tanks, 
reservoirs and water-courses l>ecause the Government thought at that 
time and I think they did Mt rightly, that hv making the cultivators free 
from the uncertainties of nature at times when nnmsoon ceases or the 
lands Wome inundated by heavy rainfall a considejuhle advamn'ment 
would l>e made in increasing the resources of an agricultural country 
like ours. History is silent as to how far progress was made under these 
rult»s. But we find, that these lules aflei wards embodied in the Itegula* 
tion of were subsetpieiitly imMlitp-d and inatle for all practical 

puii>o.ses migatorv, by the Begulutions of IStHl and because 1 think 
the <'fmjjs‘lling urcumstances of ITSIMMI were not pieseut at that time. 
Next I come to the famiite (»f 187.1-74. It was <liie. as then the l.ieuten- 
ant-fbnenior Sir (leorge Catuplndl ohnoved, eiitiiely to tin* failure of 
the moTis<Mm of 1S7‘1. .V <ommission wan ai‘pointe«l, tin* icihmI was suit* 
initte<l in ISSl aiol the ( ’t>miiiissi4)nci.4, unnmg tithci tlmigH, unommendod 
U'tter methods of cultivation and means for the improvement of agri- 
rultUM*. Tile S<M‘icliiiv of .State sanctioned the staiting of the 
Agliculture Ib paitment for the geneial impiovement tif agiicultiire with 
a view to intivasing tlu- iood supplier mid the gcneml icsouices (»f the 
|X'o]de. Tin- Aginultuial Depaitmcnt was start<*il with two tivilians 
and one dejnity < (diet fnr w hi< U I think, has gtaduallv dcveh»iu*d to its 
present btrmidable dimensions with a Minister at the head and with the 
Director, Deputv Duet tor and host of other gazetted iiml non-gazet (ed 
ofhieis; but in spite «tf the piofesscd attempts on the jniit fd the tioveni- 
ment from 1701 to the jnewMit date has a real agricultural ]m»blem in 
the country solved ? Has Indian agliculture been improved in the 
least? And have the lesources of the jmoi ruivats been increHs<*d to any 
appre< iable extent. Have the lands lie4»n made free from tlie ravages td 
inundation »ii have they got iiow suHinent watci in theii lanals, water 
courses, tanks and reservoirs so llial they mn\ safely fall bark uj«»n tliem 
whenever a monsiH>n fails or theii lands Unome inundated? Th<» answer 
is an emphatb " No” and is sufbuently giv«n l»y the Noith Bengal 
flood of th« last year. 

Will you still fnosist. Sir, in making us Wlieve in the hollowness of 
promises made by our rulers? Ivet me now turn to the next year'a 
budget. It shows an amount of Rs. I0.7!,t»tMt for agrifulture, out of 
which Rs, to go to the inekets of the officers as |>ay, establish- 

ment charges and allowances; Rs. 2.9o,ft00 are set apart as contingen- 
cies; Rs. 1,15.114 are meant for tb^ Botanical Ganfen, and Ri. 2|00,200 
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are left to ajrncultural and sericultural improvement of a countr>' having 
an area of 70,84*1 square miles and a rural population of 43,509,2*40. 

If we turn to the history of sanitarj' improvement of this country the 
•aanie story has to he repeated. The first w’arning to the Government as 
regards the sanitary condition of this country, came in 1862 in the sliape 
of what is known as the Burdw'au Fever. A Comi.ssion was appointed 
as in custonmrj* with our Governmer^t, the conimissioners, one of whom 
W'as Baja Digamhar Mitter, recommended improvements of the drainage 
<»f the country ohst meted hy silting up of rivers and khals, and I think 
the same view U also held to-day hy the present Director of Public 
Health. But has any ]>ractical step since 18G2 been seriously taken to 
ieino\e silt tioin our liveis and watei course^!' So far a.s my knowledge 
all the rivers of the Bujshahi Division and the Ganges to a large 
extent have hecrune completely silted up. atnl if I remember aTight. the 
<ither day the hofi'ble meml»er fiom Kajshahi tried to get an answer from 
Government on a ((uc'^tion as to the dunlging of the Boral river. In my 
distiict the river Kabmlri, a branch from the Ganges to the Mahananda, 
has hecome almost >ihed np and the Maiuiiianda itself i-* fast approaching 
the same state; Sir, tlje (»ther h(Ui’bh‘ members will say their own 
say, hut 1 am <(*rtaiu that none of them will b(‘ aide to give a brighter 
pi('tuTe (»f rural Bengal than I have tiied to give. This (piestion of 
puhlie health and sanitatitm leads me natuially to the (piestion of water- 
HUpplv and the suppi\ of (|uinim*. Sir. 1 tind in the budget estimate 
tiiat citichona ]»lantation i*. a ieM*rv»‘d jmrt M tiausferied s\ibjet't, 
“ Industry ”. It was, Sir, in 1862 that the jdantation was starte<l with 
a view tf» supplv the hospitals and the |K't)pb* witli the rliief remedv for 
nmlariou.s fever. In 1878 it yiel<h*d a profit of lU. 11,000 and the 
llon’ble llu' I'inance Member estimate" llie pnOmble profit in 1924-25 
to 1 m‘ more than Us. o.OO.OtMt. Sir. cannot tlie (nntunment make 
<iuinim‘ and ciiuhona iebntugi* a little more (losvp'r And should they 
not ear-mark the profit bu’ anti-malaiial measuie" otily? It is our 
distress out of which thi" piotit is being made, as c»ur helplessness 
makes us a prey to foreign exploitation in vaiioU" ilire«'tif>ns. As regards 
the que.stion td luial water-supjdv , 1 nee<l otdv to bring to the notice of 
the H ouoe. that the biulget make" a provision of IG. 5tt,(t06 for the purpose. 
There are 84.981 v illages in Bengal and it is imu kerv to think each village 
rpienching its thirst for pure drinking water with annas 9 and pie.s 4 only. 

Tlje (juestion ot piiinury edmuition has'ii history from 1S72, if not 
earlier, I am tod going into it now. Btit what I bring to the sj>ecial 
notiet‘ of the Tbuise, i> that after 52 years we find only 9 j)ei <*enl. of her 
jxipulatiou appnniching any appreciable degret^ of litenicy, and if the 
same progns^ is maintained, we shall l>e able to c ome up to the same level 
with other civilised nations of the world cmly after a jveriod of 550 years 
and not In^forv*. The education budget is les.. than the revised esuniale 
hy about Us. 2.90.000. The principle of this curtailment i« to be 
found, I think, ii^ tlft* t*anie"tuess td the Government to keep up the rate 



1084 ] 


DISOTSSION OF THE BUDGET, 


109 


progress hitherto maintairunl. Ft in jturpriiiiu^ to find that the Govern- 
ment which can provide one lakh (d rufiees for the net» of the 

pcdice cannot give a grant of more than Rs. 1,15,000 to the Calcutta 
University though in urgt»nt n<*ed of fund^. * 

l^*t nu* again Vevert to the (plot ion »»f primary and secondary educa* 
tion of this province. In the budget e^tinlute‘^ we find that the Govem- 
incut haw allotted K'*. ^>r priniutx education and IK. (ijItMHK) 

for secondary education of Ku?(»pean and Anghelndiau Ixus. Assuming 
primary scdoMd age to be from 5 to 10 xeiirs and Hcwndary Hcliool age 
to be from 10 to IS years, we find by referring to the last ccnsuf* report# 
that no more than 1.‘.250 boys and girls of 5 to 10 years of age and 998 
boys and girls of 10 ttj IS years can take ndx'antage «»f such grants. 
Again (ioxeniment have allotted Rs. 2^,04,000 for primary e<lu('ati« n and 
H>'. 10.‘?’„*.tMM» foi setnndarv cducatnm (d Indian and giiU. The same 
census rcp(jrt gives us the figuies 7,4SS,1?*,?S and 7,701, 0(i2 ns the number 
of and girU between •*' to Itl and lt^ to IS yt'ai'< !(*‘'ptM‘ti\el\ . It is 

matter ot siiiiph. ralenlation to tifol «ait. tliat while (ioveniment mean to 
spend Rs. 3o‘J for ea( li Kuro|a*an and Anglo-Indian b«>y and girl for 
tlie pi imai V education. It-. !MHt for t lour <(MM»ndai \ « dueat ion, ca< It I loiian 
l)(»dy and girl cannot e\)M*<t t«» get mnie than anna'- 4 and pies 9 for his 
primary and annas 4 f<*r hi" se«ondai\ edu('atii*n. I think any comment 
n?( iliis IS needless. The magnitude of the task of educating so many of 
(Mil Ko\s ami gill" i" \ei\ gieat 1 admit, but the (ioxermiienf by conti- 
nued neglect of all our interests, have aggravated the aituation «o much, 
(hat any mure delay in grappling with these vital problems, in truo 
"pint. n|K»n th<* true solution of which our very existence de|H‘nds, will 
be tiaught with dnng-eroU" po""ibiliti(*". 


Now. Sir. iitici wliat 1 ha\c "uid I think none will In* *-urprised if we 
and ’he pcs.fdc of the eoiinttx at mir bac k, have a deep distrunt of th»* real 
intduition of (he (ioxeinim'nt in matter" vitally eomarning our welfiiri! 
and we are now determined to thn»w out the budgets. We find the b**®" 
sent ((institution to be too liirid and to(. «o"’l\ and too unreal, to elaim 
aii\ "Upjwrt fiom the peojde. We have got 1 o\ -M ini-ti’rs and they have 
got their departno'nt" too, but they can give us also nothing but toys in 
the shape trf fituall We, as*of right, rhiim a real power to control 

the policy of the Government in the governance (»f onr country and until 
that is gained all our streiiglh will be exerted in the U'st of manners, w hich 
will bring*!!" (-very day neuiet our goal and make (>ua, |ji| |Ufress surer at 
every step. 


-X, 


Afijoumnmfit 

There Wing no ((uorum pres<*nt, the (ouncil aJffrWltffiwl till d r.it, 
on Thursday, the 2Sth February, 1924, at the ToVn Hall, Calcutta 
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Prmadifigi of tho Bongal Logtslative Coitiieil astemliiod umior tht 
provioiofit of tho Covommont of India Ai^ 

The il met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcrftta, 
on Thursday, the 28th February, 1924, at 3 p.m. 


Proaont: 

The Hon ’Me the President in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, two HoiTble Ministers ithe Hon’ble MauWi 
A. K. Fuzl-ul Huq and the Hon'ble Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan 
Ohuznavi), and 113 nominated and elected members. 


Oath. 

Bnhu Jo^^cndia Nath Mitia made an ailirmaticii ot his allegiance to 
the Crown. 


Oilouision of tho Budgot of tho Covornmont of Bongal for 1924-25. 

Babu HALINI RAHJAN SARKAR: I regret I cannot congratulate 
the Hon’ble the Finance Member on his performance this year. Hut 
at the same time I mu‘'t •‘Uy that I am not in the least surprised at it. 
1 he Hon Me Member is the victim of a soullesN ^yst^*m whicdi grinds 
slowly but s\nely, and I would add, J‘elentb‘.s.sly. My hon’ble friend. 
Dr. Hidhan Chandra Hoy, lias rt*greTted that the adamantine heart of 
Mr. Donald has not changed, but he bugets that it is not the adaman- 
tine heuit of Mr, Donald that is manifest but the steel hand of his bureaux 
eratie fnuuewvuk. Adamant and steel alike would have melted if the 
Government of which they form the bulwarks, had been accountable to 
the chiblren of the Miil. Mr. Donald belong*^ to the Reserved side of 
the a<lministrution and is not respouvible for his actions to the people 
who are bled to pay him (together with his compeers in the heavendiorn 
jterx'ieei the not un'^uli^taiitiul Nulary which has attracted him to this 
Land of Regrets.” He has no need to worry alajut the vital interests 
of the people us under the steebfraiue ndniinistration of this country 
those who pay the piper cannot call for the tune. And I fully agree 
with Mr. Chintamoni, who, when he had once been entrusted with the 
administration of a Transferred Department in a sister Province, had 
(laid, ” The misfortunes of the Finance Department, being particularly 
a reserved department, liegan to W felt and it was only by continual 
struggle that the transferred departments were able to get even a part 
of the funds ret|uired for ilevelopment. The smallest cont'essions were 
of the nature of the ‘extraction of a tooth by surgical operation.*^ The 
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MOtulay of a joint punte pren lude^ the (Mmibility of the Miiiii»tar» getting' 
•hat they want. Unlet^H and until thia prepo4*(terou$ aystem i« endoil 
or mended the Ministers in charge of Transferi'ed subject, the connect* 
ing links ” as the Hon'ble Mr. Farl-ul Huq would say, between tfifr 
Golernment and {be jjeople, uiunt remain in an awkward predicament. 
We sympathise with them in their imsition, which is as painful to their 
countrymen as it must l>e galling to their oan sense of self-respect, dumb 
spectators as they are of the fight between the peoples’ representatives 
and the bureaucracy. They cannot change the system which they have 
to work. They cannot mluce the strength of the «u|wrior services nor 
the salaries of fheir M>-called sulnirdinaltvs. By far the greater portion 
of the money allotted to them is swallowe^l up in paying for the para- 
phernalia of (I4* administration and little or nothing is* left for really 
useful work in the nation-building departments. 


As for us, the members of the ('ouneil, what powers have even wt*' 
got? We have no effective (ontrol over the supplies in so far us the 
reserved ‘<ide is rone erued us tin* ev|M‘nditure can Ire reinstated by 
certification. We are faced with a board with the w«>rds “ ke<»p off the 
grass ” if any attempt is made to toucl^ the reMTved side, ('an we 
change the destination of a grant «»r increase \iY We can only reduce 
or refuse our a-sent to a grant and not even that in the cum* of the large 
amourits whi< h are non-voted. 

So, unless jiiid until full control ovei the purse i» uchiaveJ, our 
pi<jtest, hnwi’Vrr stentorian, is bound to be a voice in the wilderness. The 
Hefoimed bu<lget- (»f the la-'t three yeais have been prat tically deficit- 
Imdgefs as admitteil bv the Hon’ble the I'imuee MemlxT. In the first 
>ear the inain-'tav was the diawing upon tlo* I’rovim ial balances which 
Wfie accumulated in pie-Heform da\s owing to restiirtions on benefii’ent 
exf>endituu* during the wui. Ihiiing the s<*<ond and the third year 
the increased taxation and the remission of the contribution of Us. t;.'| 
lakhs to the (Vntral (tovernment barely saved the situation. 


The "O-ealled e<iuilihrium ani\ed at this year is u delu.sioiJ. It i* 
bolstered up on the three shaky legs of »>\er*esiiiiiute o| revenue, reduc- 
tion in the allotments to the Agriculture and Industries Departmenlti, 
and remission in the conti ihutioii Ut the (Vntral (ioveriiment. It is not 
safe to build our castles on the quicksand of the generosity of the Govern- 
ment of India which bids fair to give way to the pressuie of its owni bur- 
dens this yi*ar. Taxation has reached its maximum limit and a dejectedi 
and dying fieople cannot he taxed any further. If this is the fmaition, 
how are you to attend to the primary* ne«*ds of the Province — Education 
and Sanitation, Agricultural Improvement and Development of Indua- 
trieji — by which alone any real amelioration in the lot of the people am 
be effected? 

Uiile^in he Meston Award which ia respsmsible for the appropnAtion 
by the Central Goveriiinent of aliout Rs. 20 ciores year or 70 per cent. 
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<)[ the taxen reali-^eti in Bengal, is readjusted, not in the shape of a 
remission of this year’s contribution of Bs. 63 lakhs alone, but by a radi- 
<‘al re-estimate of the proportion of such contribution we cannot hope for 
‘ much. What is more, the very systeni of administration is not suited 
to the conditions of the country. Unless that system is changed it is 
useless to talk of nation-building departments, as under it a huge portion 
•of our resource^ inevitably stands mortgaged to the services and build- 
ings ami other jmraphernalia of a foreign 'administration. That is why, 
-even the recommendations of the Ketrenchment Committee have n 9 t 
been loyally carrie<l out, and the actual figures contradict the statement 
made by the Hon’ble the Finance Member that the Government have 
^itrained every nerve to retrench expenditure, llie Sir Rajendra Corn- 
mil lee recommended a cut of about Rs. 1 (Tore 90 lakh*s. Even if a re- 
slurtioii is made <»f R^. I crore per year (which iej)resents a reduction 
•ol h‘ss than 10 per cent, of the total estimated expenditure) the Govern- 
ment would be in a position to rai*<e a loan of Rs. 10 to 12 rrores and 
jTovide for ils redemj)tioii in 20 or 2o years out of such savings and could 
utilize the same in s(d\ing the pre'^^ing problem of water scarcity, and 
funking a g(K)d start towards meeting the other ))rimary needs of the 
fKMtpb*, But wlier<‘ i" the sincerity, where is the earn(*stness, where is 
tlie i«'eling of common brotherhood which can in''j»ire such a policy in 
s)ur rulers, and thereby impel them to an anxious consideration of re- 
trenclimeht possibilities^ Their one ex< use alwa\s is loss of efficicn(y. 
'Sif Roltert Reel has said, “ In time of peace, you must, if you mean 
t<( frlnoicb, im ui some risk.” but all such wisf n. unsol is of no avail 
Mheio our irresponsible find self-sufficient buieainntcv is concerned. 

Fufo v Ji benevolent (iovernmeiit allotting only Rs. ob.tMK) as a pro- 
visidu for the improvement of rural waler»supply for ujiwards of three 
<‘i<»ies of Bengalis w!n» succumb to cholera at the rate of 9 i>er hour, 
wiieieas the cots and mosnuito curtains for ]>oliee constables absorb a 
full lakh of rupres. Then again, Rs. oO.OtK) hits been allotted (under 
50 promise, thanks to the Minister in charge, of being a recurring grant) 
to anti-fnalarial measures. We can very well imagine the Angel of 
Death carr.\ing on its rjivagn*s at the rate of 169 per hour and snapping' 
its fingi-rs at these heroic efforts made hv the Government to combat the 
rrrinofis pi-ogress of malaria wliir h is converting a (Smiling country- 
wide into howling wrlderne'^ses. It is, indeeil, a sad spectacle that you 
find ib the villages of Bengal, spei'iallv heuft-rending to such as myself, 
who have their roots struck de*‘p in their village homes. Tine bold pea- 
santry who were the country's pride have In'en reduced to emaciated 
wpathetic druilges, (Tirtloads of Blue Books cannot (over up the terrible 
fact of the awful hnv«v that is Wing caused by malaria, kala-axar and 
ecart'ity of drinking water, the two* former cutting down innocent souls 
at the rate of 84 pfr hour. Even with this tragic situation staring us 
in the face, I cannot hut commend the abstract sense of consistency which 
impels the Government to make provision for a lump grant of Ra. 1 Ukh 
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for quarters for nui'ses of the Presidency General Hospital, in riaw of 
the fact that they have likewjKe pmvided quarters for married Kuropean 
sergeants. The Finance MetnWr seems to have taken credit for allottinip 
Hs. ^ lakhs thousand^ for nuilHria. kala-arur and quinine, but lhi»* 
amohnt we know i<,obtained by exploiting the distre^s of the iwor suffer- 
ing people who really contrilmte this sum by consuming quinine which, 
is estimated to yield a net saving oj Its. 2 lakhs 19 thosuaiul as revealed 
in the accounts ap)>ertuining to cinchona plantations. 

As pointed out by the IlonTde the Finance MemWr, there haa 
admittedly been a slight increase of allotment for t1\e nationdmilding 
departments, just’To save the face of the Government, us it were, but 
the diMribution of the amounts under the w‘veral heads, far from Inung 
in keeping witli the ue»‘d> of the people, is »»nly another in<lication tjf 
bureaucratic toisadjusttnent, due to the high-haioletlne^s which gc>e» 
with the lofty alootties> of their \i**ioti. 

If we exaniine the Budget allotment umler the heading of “ Medi- 
cal ' we find the 'unie «»bse'-^ion per-wting thioughoiit. Thus, coil of 
!{'«. o8.d.*),(MKI only H**. goes for liO'.pitaU and di'^peiisaries and 

« t tin* latter itiil\ K*'. d lakhs dll thousand for the mufassal Imspitals. 
and dispen>arie'>, i.e., a •'uni <»f about l(s. r»4,<MHl than the ucIuuIji 
of while the bulk leniaiiis for the Pre^ideiiey Hospital in spite 

of the mote urgent luial needs, Though a stun of Its. has been 

allotted for a Mednal Sc hool at Mymensingh, Us, 1 lagh 18 thousand 
has been granted to \aiious nursing institutes and assoc iations patrouiiieii 
by people wealthy enough to pas for their c»wn favourite scheme (apart 
from the ccuitrihution of Us. 1 b^kh tccwurds the establishment cd a nursea* 
(juarters referred to above) entailing a total c-ost of Us. d lakhs. 

In Us. 7,4d,(MMI and odd was -pent for Lunatic Asylums, iir 

Pl-iJ-lid U**. S lakhs !'.> thousumi and c»dd, in Prj i-‘J4 Us. .H lakhs pi 
thousands and the next budget allots U-. I‘J lakhs Jd thousands, i.e., 
more than Us. 4 lakhs of the ac tuals c»f Pl‘.*,?.'...*d. The magnificent 
arrangements, the luxuiious grandeur and the sublime atmosphere of 
the Uan<*bi Mental Hc»spital for which To per cent, of next year’s allot- 
ment goes nmy well tempt us. malaria-stric ken, starving f>eople, to po«e 
as lunatics and enjoy the amenities of a lunatics life. (Ir is this solici- 
tude for dementia but a sMuptom of the fate which a just providence hm 
in store for the bureaucracy itself? 

Out of iiIkhP Us. lakhs granted for public health pur|K)aet 
more than Rs. 10 lakhs repre sents grants to towns people only. Grants 
are asked for the water-supply scheme of Noakhali and the aewemge 
scheme of Dacca and sundry other town-improvement project# 
These may l>e laudable undertakings but how many men will be bene- 
fited by them, while tbousands, nay, millions suffer in silendb in rural 
areas, a suffering wbieb should be tba first anxiety of a cteiHaad 
GoTemment. * 
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Education has suffered a cut of Bs. 1 lakh and 85 thotiBand as 
against the revised estimate for the year 1923-24. This may strike many 
as having affected both the reserved and transferred sides of the depart- 
ment. Practically, however, it is not so. The cut has been made^ in 
the transferred side to fatten the allotments on the reserved side which 
is responsible for European and Anglo-Indian education. Out of a total 
<if Us. 90 lakhs 30 thousand, provided for secondary, primary and 
sfMjcial education, including direction and supervision, Rs. 13 lakhs 
()4 thousand goes to the reserved department catering for an Anglo- 
Indian and Eur()i»eah iH»pulation of abount 445 thousand and the balance 
of Us. 7(),0(i,(H>0 to the transferred subjects to meet the requirements of 
a population of about 4 crores 20 lakhs, whereas in every other civilised 
ifuvernment the end of every budget is (he greatest good to the greatest 
nuTnher. I would like to point out here that I fully realize the proper 
< luiijis of important minorities, that (unnot however be made a ground 
<jf showing undue favouritism to a certain section while most important 
and pressing needs rot. The ever-increasing salaries of the ever-expand- 
ing depaitments, the British character of the admini'^tration, law and 
sutler, fmhlic buildings — these are the things money must Im* found for, 
and the reserved department sits tight over tlie money guarded over- 
jeijously by the Finan(‘e Member; or, to put- it in the pithy words of a 
/reputed journalist: “The Dyarehy rests on Paw and Order, Brick 
\ and Mortar, ami expensive supcr\ isiem,” 

Out of the total estimated revenue of Us. Rs. 3,33,r)0,(MKl 

<»r more than 3‘J per < ent. gi>es t(»wards the maintenance (»f law and order 
and Rs. or more than 11 per cent, without taking into con- 

sideration the huge amount as steam launch charges shown in ports and 
pilotage is absorbed under the name of general administration. The 
tdtal allotment in the nation-huilding departments of ediieation, sanita- 
tion, ngiicultuie and industries is about Us. 2.49.0tt.tMHI or about 23 per 
<'ent. of the total revenue. The f>ersonal and household expen-ses of His 
Excellency the (iovernor, the Military Secretary, the A.-D.-C.’s (of 
whom an extra one is to he added next year), their clerks and attendants, 
travelling expenses, the band establishment an<i the Body-guard will 
cost the Stafe nearly Rs. 11 lakhs. The Body-guard is a relic of an 
autocratic regime which is long dead and gone and this as well as other 
paraphernalia of the < Iovernor are neither of any practical use, nor will 
they serve any longer to Indster up the prestige which this kind of bud- 

< getting so effef'tuuUy destroys. The Premier of England has recently 
ehown the way to true dignity by travelling third class. 

To l>e brief, Sir, the system has got to he mended, and mended from 
, top to bottom, or ended. There can l»e no via metiia. No pat<’bwork, 

( no white-x^"ashiug, no tinkering will do. This state of affairs — of pam- 
i|»er«d servicemen, of a top-heavy adiuiiiistratiou, of a bloated bureau- 
ferncy — and the helpless condition of starving millions will be repeated 
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frMB yew to year, uolei^s and until we have pot full reeponsible Cfovern-'J 
mant wbere the executive are responsible to the lej^islature. Politioay 
lollypops and civic losenpes can no longer satisfy the growing conscious* 
ness^of the people arho Qre Inking ground down under the Juggaunath* 
Car of the present* hybrid system of dyarchy— a sorry child whose par- 
rentage no one seems willing to acknowledge. 

Small cuts here and there can do no appreciable gotnl. The system 
has to be changed and provincial uutuiioniy with full jwjwers vested in 
the liegislatures slicmld be established. Towards that end we should 
unite<lly strive. The Mahnrajadhiraja Bahadur of BuVdwan may cull the 
only method by which under existing circumstances we can hojw to get 
it. a negation or cessation of (iovernment, but that metlnal is the only 
constitutional means left to us since we are coijivin<e<l that the hitherto 
pursued “ co-operative waiting and patience *' nietloul i^ a pla\eil toit 
game. And I appeal io thi^ Council to make a l>eginning with the 
present budget and stop the supplier, Tf neces^^ary, in order tt> conviio e 
the (loverninent (»f the urgency of changing the system and replacing 
it by one suited to the r«Hjuirem«•nt^ of the f»eople of the cjuintry a** di"* 
tinct from the requirements of a foreign hureaucnu x . 

The ex-l’rofesM»r and mv re\eied friiuid. .Mi S. ('. .Mukeiji, hu'^ 
discovered intellei tual bankruptcy among u>, the S\vaIajiHt^. I « antiot 
but (Congratulate him on thi> great di'^i’ovciy f(» which liiH tiaiisfei from 
the cool ( loi^tered life of Serampore to the hot and dunty atmosphere id 
the Alipore (’liminal ('ourt mu^t bfi>e helf)er| him. The monopoly ol 
intellect i* in the bureaucracy. Th<‘ buream nic\ lian nominated 
Mr. Mukerji, Kri;o, Mr. Mukerji i* an intellectual giant. Nothing (oubl 
be m(»re M*lf-evitb‘nt, and we munf hide oiir diminic'hed head'» iu older ti» 
repre*.s our titter^. 

There are other'* among*«t the membeis of tin** (’ouncil, who are 
horror-stricken at the idea of ((ui-titutional ob-truction ami imagine a 
reign of terror if the p(dicy of obstruction is jmr^ued, l)ut, alas! they 
have misread tin* Britisher". They are lik(* the datedree (d Bengal V 
which (l(H*s not yield its sweetness until it is iepeafi*dly hammered at.J 
For myself I am eonvim ed that there is n(»thing like a good const if u-J 
tionnl hammering to l»end them to^nend. 

BalNi KHACENORA NATH GANGULY: Vestenbn and the day 

before we heard a choru** of congratulations as aKu wune trenchant 
criticisms i$ respect of the budget estimates for the ensuing year. For 
my nart I must confess that I cannot consistently with inv own wdf-n^spect 
or the ielf-reapeet of mr coufitrymen add my voice to those of the con- 
gratulators n»»r do I feel equal to the task of adequately criticising the 
details of an elaborate budget. In going through the pages of the bud- 
get, within the short space of time at our disposal, I find that there is 
‘absolutely no justification for the robust optimism of the Hon'ble the 
Finance Member. In fa^'t. all tbrnie important problems of Bengali vix . 
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Hadication of malaria, spread of primary education and the supply of 
^ood drinking? water to people have not been properly or rather most 
shabbily provided for. Well, Gentlemen, if you question why — then all 
I can say is that the budj^et is framed by a set of persons who neither care 
for nor are anxious about the weals and woes of the people in general. 
These bureaucrats steeped in prejudice against the best interests and 
aspirations of the children of the soil^know not or do not care to know 
the ways and means of benefiting the people whom they govern. I am 
honestly of opinion that these debates and discussions on the budget are 
mere mock discussimis and what has been decided on by the bureaucrats 
will be carried out in spite of this farce of a long-drawn debate. These 
are to my mind mere antiquated methods of perpetuating a form of ad- 
ministralion which is tremendously expensive and to which the people 
administered have no real voice. Our predecessors in this Council indulg- 
ed in loii^ spee< hes, set in beautiful phrases during the budget debater 
aral we the seeond [)indiu tionH of the Ueforined constitution are asked to 
carry on a Hitnilar wordy warfare, but may I empnie of the members of 
the n<mse liow it adviuo'es the < uum* of Swaiaj t(> which we are pledged. 
My convietion is that instead of advaneinju' oui r.ni^c, thi^ sort of e\e- 
wushing gloss c»f a fracicnl budget over whidi we have no substantial 
<‘<»ntr(d and which doe?^ not fit in with the real necessities of the mas>es is 
likely to retard our progress. 

Let me deal with some of the figuies. At the outset permit me tf> state 
that there has been no seriou> attempt to redui'e the cost of the adminis- 
trati(*n — the same reekless and expensive administration is maintained 
as was done in the first three years of the Heform iegio‘c. Several of the 
pievi<ms Speakers have referred to the top-heavy nature of the adminis- 
tration and I do not want to go over the same beaten track, but all I can 
say is that if some i>f these high oftiees were done awa> with and I Mieve 
that some of them an* really sineeure — then large funds eould In* avail- 
able for Works of jmblic utility. The Ilon’ble the Finanee MerulH*r haa 
tried to be <q»timistic and tried fuither to pacify the members of the 
House by informing them that consoleiable pro\isions have been made 
for what have been euphemistically called the nation-building depart- 
ments. 

Take the Department of Education. The exin^nditure on education 
in the current year is Ks. 124 lakhs and odd, while the next year's pnni- 
siou is only Its, 122 lakhs and odd — that means to >ay that the Govern- 
ment are pn»vidiDg Rs. 2 lakhs less than the prewnt provision. Why? 
The explanation is that a grant of Rs. d l«khs to the Calcutta University 
is proiK>sed to W discontinued and retrenchment is effected in Government 
secoikdary and primary' schmds; and from the surpluses, grants hare been 
carried on to the reserved side. Well, can there be anything more inequi- 
table and can there be any clearer demonstration of the truth that 
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bttmucracy are absolutely irresponsive to popular views* nay, anta|foni»* 
iieally disposed towards people’s interests. Why should the poor Uni- 
vemity of Calcutta which is suffering from financial stringency be 
deprived of the jjrant of 3 lakhs. As Mr. l\ C. Mitter so eloquently* 
described day befuuB yesterday these actions exhibit nn utter want of res- 
ponsibility in the members of the Government. Neither is (here any 
justification for treating the Goverpmeiit secondary and primary scluw>l» 
in a miserly way, the conse«iuence of which will l>e the closing of some of 
them. In any case the sacred cause of education should not have Wen 
handicapped in this way. 

me n<»w deal wiih the que'.tmn ol (he previHnm ler ensuring the 
health of the {)eople of the Pno inre. Kvery one of us knows 1 h>w the fell 
disease malaria is ilepopulating this fair l*r<*vince of Bengal and how in 
place of prosperous villages (he ghastly sight of deserted homesteaiU 
meets our eyes on every side. Gur benign Government has provided with 
unexampled geneiosity the prim'ely sum of Us. oO.tHM) for anti-iuularinl 
measures, and a sifuilar sum has been allotted for anti-kala>ar.ar campaign. 
Well, if the members resptmsible for framing the bu<lge( provisions lay 
the fluttering urn t ions to their souls that these provisions are adequate 
or anything near the murk, I can only say that either they are extremely 
credulous themselves or Indieve that (he people in general would swallow 
any bait thrown at them. All 1 <*aii urge is that it is not only ina<lequute 
but this pe(t> amount cun meet (he needs of one district only if there is 
a sincere desire on the part <►( the (fo\ernmen( to tackle (he problem of 
malaria. 

As a rcfiiesentalivc of the mu*niei|ml uri'us of Howrah. 1 wmild he faib 
ing in my duty to m> «'onstitueiicy if I were nut to i*xpres^ my deep sense 
<»f disufipointmtuit at the action of the (foveriimeni in making no arrange- 
meut.s for the introiluetioii of the Howrah Improvement Trust Bill, 
although there was a definite assurance on the oait of tin* Hon ble the 
Minister in the last Counc il that the matter would b<» taken in hand in 
the near future. The (own of H<»wrah is in urgent ne»‘d of imprcjvement 
hut the finanees of our municipality an* not ecjuiil to the ta.sk of taking up 
such improvements on a large scale, rub utta and Howrah are cmj c*lose* 
1y connec ted with eaoii (►(her that unless the operations of the Improve- 
ment Trust are extended to Ilownih, much of the effect of the improx^e- 
ment undertaken in (Calcutta will lie nullified by the condition of thingn 
prevailing ib Howrah. In answer tc» a question on the suhjef*! by me, 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Ixical Self-Government i*aid 
^*The financial propofialu involved in the creation of the Trunt depend 
partly on the settlement of the finances of the new Howrah Bridge, and 
no definite statement can therefore be made to when Government will 
be in a position to introduce the proposed Howrah Improvement Trail 
Bill into the Council.” Sir. if tht« i» not shelving the matter I do not 
know what it ia. In fact, the Government would far prefer to Inti^h on 
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a costly tyj»e of bridge of, perhaps, doubtful utility to undertaking a 
scheme of improvement to which it is pledged from before. 

V I am loth to repeat the same dismal tale told by many of the previous 
speakers regarding provision for the police, provision. for the educatioa 
of Anglo-Indian Ixiys and similar other subjects which do not reflect ci-edit 
t(j the framers of the budget, but I cei-tainly do want to point out that 
however much the Government may put on the cloak of “ law and order 
the ugly truth peeps out that the Government has to be carried on not 
for the benefit or advantage of the people of the Province, but absolutely 
with an eye to the gain and ultimate advantage of the present nilers of 
the land. If we could once clearly grasp that conception of the truth 
then all the inner significance of these sc>-called discussions could be at 
once understood. To make my position quite clear, I would but cite only 
»)iie instance which would at once show the iniquities we are suffering 
from. In the town of Howrah and its neighbourhood, the Railway Com- 
pany wanted large quantities of land for the extension of their quarters 
and curiously enough the Company chose lands which contained the 
ancestral homesteads of hundreds of middltM lass men. The Government 
at the instigation of the Company .set the operations of the elastic Land 
Acquisition Act and in spite of the protests and lamenfutions of the 
residents (heir laud and dwelling houses have been conqmlsorily acquired 
for imideijuate e<»mpensntions. That is the type of mentality which 
pervnde'> thn)ughout, and however much we may fret, fume, argue or 
pray, the adamantine Inuirts of (he rulers can never change. I, therefore, 
repeat again (hat the budget pr(*visions aiv not made and not intended to 
be made with an eye to (he eradication ob malaria, cholera, kala-azar and 
other preventible diseases fiom the I’rovince. nor are they made with a 
view to improve the eeunomie condition of the people— they are framed 
with the sole object of maintaining the prestige and self-iutere.st of the 
bureau(Ta<’y intact. 

I do mit want to detain the Hou'je with further comment.s on the bud- 
get. but I want to conclude with (his xdemn warning that the tinkering 
prtM'esses in the w«.rds of Di*. Hidhan Chandra Ib.y, adopted in resfrect of 
the important .subjei t.s of the (ransferrrHl side r an never sati.sfy the 
ju.pular repn^sentatives in the Coum il and we ivgard the Budget is not 
only di.sap|H)intiiig and inequitable but falling far below expectations. 
To cnrwn all l oml's the message from Ix)rd Olivier, the Secretary’ of State 
for India, (hat the British Government were not prepared to accept the 
recommendations of a Bound Table ConfereiuH* which means in other 
words that the same kind of miserable autwratic Government will con- 
tinue, a jmsilion which the Indians are not pr*»pared to accept. 

iabM HtMAHTA KUMAR SARKARl Mav I apeak in B«iirali 
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Mr. FREtlDf NT (Um Mr. H. B. A. 1 don’t tEink I 

can allow yon. Th« rule, rule 14, nays that any member who ie not 
fluent in English may npeah in the Ternacular. I know very well that^ 
you pre one of thq most intellect ually gifted members of the Council, and 
I certainly would mU care to affront you by suggesting that you are not 
fluent in English. 


BMlu liEMANTA KUMAR SARKARs Ver>* well. Sir. but 1 shall not 
be ivspt)iisible for any mi.Ntakes in my spetM*h. 

At the very outM‘t I mlI^t frankly tell the House that unlike many of 
my Hilleagues I tlid iu»t think it worth the trtmble to go ihnmgli the bud- 
get SI) ably j)iVM*nted by the Ilon’ble the Finance Member. I am 
absolutely "‘Un* that a** long an he is amongst us to piVHOve the British 
character of the adniinistrution and as its niM'essaiy corollary to sit tight 
on the purse, the British character of the builget, as it is understood in 
this (‘ountrv, will also Ih' preserved. And this has amply Imhoi pio\ed by 
the learneil sp«a*('iies drlnenal by the members of this House with so much 
as.siduity and j)erseverance. 

When 1 learnt from their s|M'ecbes that the (lovcinment wanted to 
set apart fittv thousand rujM*es for anti-malarial measures, I thought 
the ( Joverninetit which declared itself no! to W a chaiittihle institution, 
had not yet Iwen altogether devoid of that virtue whiih blesselh him 
that and Imn that takes. A sum of fifty thouHand iu|m'<‘s foi fight- 

ing u diseiisi* uhieh takes away fifty thousand s«*u!- in little over a fort- 
night in Bengal may be something to start with, 'fhe Disirn t of Nadia 
which I have the Inumiii to repri^seiit in this House sfjows a <let iiuise of 
|M)pulation bv a lukli and a half dining the last deuide The jwpu- 
latioii now conies to a little over H laklis, and I lan clearly M*e a 
day will soon anive w’hcn there will be none in that district to pay 
the taxes of the (lovernment. But, Sir, I suppose in anticipation of that 
catastrophe (lovernment has arranged for maintaining a good numlier 
of nurses in (he hospitals here, for whose combirts year sifter yeai lakhs 
of ruj>ees are Iming spent. This time we have been asked to vote a sum 
of Rs. 1 lakh out of an estimated cost of Its. d lakhs B) thousand for 
nurses’ quartern. I am glad that thV Hon'hle the pressuit Minister in 
chargi* of Public Health does not lag Irehind his pntdecesHor in his admira- 
tion for these minis^ring angels of love and kindness to suffering 
humanity. * 

The Government has also demanded another lakh for supplying mt§ 
and mosquito nets to the police. I wonder if the roosquitoea of Bengal 
are not afraid of the almighty police and they make no distinction ill 
biting the ill-clad, half-fed meek people of the soil and the well-dressed, 
over-fed, awe-inspiring police of thi.s country. (I^aughter). I aUp* 
pose it this sum is not provided for, the Government will have to re#» 
tore it bjr certification. The safety of the Empire is involved* iH 
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this question. In yesterday's Forward I read an article on why Rome 
had fallen and now mosquitoes had undermined an empire. The article 
says : “ Mtnquitoes in an early experiment were actually caused to bite 
raalunal patients in the Campa^na, and they are , conveyed alive,, to 
Aberdeen — to which place I believe the Hon'ble the Finance Member 
belongs — where they were caused to bite the son of Sir Patrick Manson, 
who had never been out of Scotland,- and who duly contracted malaria 
thereafter, with “ plasniodia ’ in his blood.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What arc you quoting that for? Is it an in- 
stance of (piaiity of treatment? 

Babu HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: I am just showing that the 
safety of the Empire is involved. (Laughter). 

Such a creature is a danger to the State and a danger to the guardians 
of law and order; besides, if the police are not protected against 
anopheles, who will record the deaths <if our countrymen and if the vital 
statistii’s are not kept properly, the efficiency of the administration will 
badly suffer. 

My district has the honour <d altogether getting IN, 'Jo tluujsand in 
the {’(uniiig year’s budget. Of this Rs. 5 thousand will go to meet the 
bahituM* of ex|K*nditure amounting to Rs. thousand sanctioned for the 
construction of a palace for the Deputy Superintemlent of Police, Nadia. 
(Hear, hear.) The remaining Hv -it) thousand will be devoted to a more 
important work, namely, the addition.s and alterations to the court room 
of the bureaucratic head of the district — I mean the Tollector. 

I should naturally mention something about the education budget, too, 
ns (jue who was for some time at least connecteit with the dejKirtment, 
The hope of establishment of a Muhammadan Arts (\dlege has filled with 
glee the hearts of many a Muhammadan memWr of this House. There 
is much artfulne.ss behind this proposal for an Arts College. I am only 
sorry for the wlnde community for whom this institution will be estab- 
lished. It will only add to the numWr of educational slaughter-houses 
in our country and im rease the numlK*r of the unemployed. As the jM>et 
Rabirnlrunath has remarked that the 20 letters id the English alphabet 
are not any the less responsible f<ir keeping up law and order than the 
innumerable pn»visions of the Indian Penal Code. They are the root- 
cause of producing dy.spep.sia, myopia and a thou.sand other “ ias 
(laughter) and it is only a matter of natural consequence that arms 
should Ih' taken away from these enfeebled hands! So are the Arts 
Colleges. And our Muhammadan friemls will have yet a factory which 
will specialise in producing .such specimens of art. TSe MulTaiu- 
madans would have In'en grateful had the Government sjient the amount 
for a technical institution. 

I congratulate the Hon’ble the Minister of Education on taking away 

the grant of Rs. 3 lakhs from the University of Calcutta. A whilom 
^ * 
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national iirt he cAnnot forsake us; this shows only his inner syiii|>athies 
with us, the non-c'o-operators, who were out to demolish this citaJel of 
c^tural denationali^atiou. I wish he had thtt wisdom also to take away 

the big grant wasted over the Dumt rnivei^itv. • 

# . • 

Lastly, Sir, I speak a few words on the expenditurt' in cunne<*tion with 
the British Empire Kxhiliitiou, (tur predeeessors in this Housi? at a 
meeting held on the 24th Jaiiuaiy, 1!I2 h t umniitted* theiUM-lves to a 
resolution recommending the partieipation of this (Jovernment in the 
British Empire Exhibition and Inter voted a grant of Hs. loJlHI for 
meeting the expenditure. This time a ciemand lias Ihm'U made for 
IL. l.27,(M)tl under tlii> head. Tin* whole of India hii> deelaied in an uu- 
misfakahle vok«‘ the refusal to In* a willing imrtner or rather muid- 
seivant of au Empire whieh has treateil her so simhhily on so many 
{*e( asidjis. Even the Ihitn e of Mcnieiati'v I no mu tiji- Higiit Jlou'hle 
Mr. SriuiMi" Sa>tn — urged tiie boxeott of the l.xluhitiun and even ot the 
Itnpenal t’oufeieiiee in view ot tlie inhuman and unjust trtuitment meted 
out to tile Indian' in the (’olonies. 

The Impenal eonue< Hon i*' no h»ngei regartled as a ruattei of pride 
}i\ Iioliaiis. I1ie Imiiuu Natnouil t'oiigiess has left it beoulifully vague 
wh<‘ther India wantn Swaraj within or without the Emjdre, Thai is 
some « <uu es'itfii. That mvstie term “ Swaraj '* earrieM the itiea of aelf* 
dependeiiee a' iutelpfete<l ii\ m\ irveieil <hief, Ml. (', H. Das, the idea 
of Intel -dejaoidem e a' iiiteipreted hv the jHwt Hahimli aiiat h . •»» even Hie 
idea of oteinal depetidein’e <in the Hiiti-»h O' (he leader of the ilefum t eon* 
'litutioual pally would like to have it tinderst<MM| hut, Sir, even if the 
older p<*ople might liavr hio! ^orin* f asi inut ion foi Bnli'li eonnei't i«in, 
liiav I intiiim tl.i' lloii'e, on ludialt of tin* vtnnigei geneiatton. (hat they 
ale deteimined to have Swaiiij without tin* Eliipltey i Applausei, | he 
Imjx'lial Iwdlev of tile Hliti**!! tioveinmelit i-* alone tesiKOl^lble foi then 
attitude. Imlia iefu^e*» to U* a de|K*mleiie v - a w illing v otim toi‘Xplorta- 
tion. Ilei tiadition, iiei lultute. m fart, the wliole tiend of her 
(ivilisation is diametti* allv opjMiM'd to (hat of the Biitish |M^ople, and 
their {oniieitiou with India can iievcT hv its v«‘rv nature he otlnu than 
hiiimtui to tln» best inteiests of India and hei full M-If-c xju i i<‘in «* wlmdi 
we umlersttiml hv tin* won! “ SwaTaj.” 

W e are now ei(i*eiis of an Empire whic h prof<*ssing «■cpl^^I^ty tieats us 
like helots^ We refuse any longer to 1 h) hewers of wimd and drawer* 
of water of our white mnster*. T admit we have !>een given representation 
in the lA*ague of Nations, hut the bureaueracy selec ts thceo* repn*wntn- 
lives whofce partieipaticm is cmly a plea for realising a huge anicdint fnitn 
the Indian Exc'hequer. Our w»-ealled repreM»ntatives fit in the rfiurieils 
of the Empire and the league of Nations hut they are act much lha 
repre#entativef of India, an the memWrn of the Indian Civil Service ar« 
our nen^anta. 
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Besides this, we suspect there is a “ sinister background ’ — to quote 
the Hon'ble the Minister in charge of Education — to the idea of exhibit- 
ing our producth in lifiiidon. The British merchants and manufacturei-s 
‘want to know which of the raw materials and cottage industries have vet 
esciqs^fl thcii greedy attention. And for this they, want to have* the 
exhibits shown in Ix>ndon at the cost of the Indian taxpayers. This 
should also b(‘ ono of the reasons why we should refuse the demand. 

I have sclc< tcd only an item or two to show the callous disregard of 
proportions with which public money is wasted by Government. Unless 
there is a whol(‘HHlt* change, it is no use discussing the budget item by 
item, jind tor hiinging alanit such a change. I commend to thi.s House 
the entiit* thiowing out oi the Inidget udmiiably drawn up by the 
Hon’ble the Finance Member. 

Nawab 8AIYI0 NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, KKan Bahadur: I 

am .sorry I cunnf)t congratulate the Hon’ble the Finunct* ^[eml)er for the 
supposed surplus budget pie.sented by him. We are grateful to the 
IlfUi’hle the Finanee Member for having presented us with a ropy of 
Budget speech, with the Budget and the Civil eslimutc' for year 1924-25. 

A careful perusal of the three leaves an impres>ion on one's mind that 
evefi with ruthless retrenchment in the natitm-building departimuits, and 
imposition of unpopular new taxes we have just been able to make lndh 
ends meet. The Ifon'lde the Financt* Meni}>er has rig’htly pointed out 
that if the eontrihution of Hs. lakhs is again fon'ed upon us by the 
Central (bivertiment^ we shall he faced with a big defi« it unless we pn>- 
post' to wipe (*ut the whole of our Imlanees. What the Central (lovern- 
ment will do is mit known tt» us and ae tniist therefore say that the first 
three yeaiN (»f the Heforms have been a j’ontimious finarndnl embarrass, 
meat to the Fr(»viiu'<-. The lloirbie the Finanee Member has enumerated 
the amounts allotte<l to the Ministers fjo new works As I read and 
examine the itein" and compaie them with new expenditures on the 
reserved side I get absolutely tlisajipointed. 

For example, vben I compare the amounts giunted for some r»f the 
items of the Ihdice Department with that (»f the f»ther departments, 
namely, !h<‘ Dejmrtment of Agriculture and Imbistry or even Education 
and Health, I cannot but feci a sort of astonishment as to bow the 
nation-building departments on which the welfare of the ptniple mainly 
depend.s could l>e shown so much indifference. If this sort of things con- 
tinue it will only make it a point of paramount neces.sity of having a 
Joint Financial Secretary to look after the interest of the Transferred 
Departments. 

There can Iw no surer way of making the Ministers unpopular than 
by limiting the scope of their usefulness by withholding monies for* 
schemes likely to lienefit the masses. (Hear, here.) 'While only R«. ^3 
thousand has been prtnided Jor sinking the tuhe-wells throughout the ' 
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Province, large amounts have l»een budgeted for dredging of the Ijower 
Kumar River at the entrance of the Bhil route — a project which bimefits 
only jute but does not jndve the daily growing pndtleni of drinking 
water to the mas^s of Bengal. We have succewled in alx>lishing th# 
Fisheries Department, in (Tij>|)ling the Agriculture Dt^partnient and n^e 
have reduced almost beyond re<‘ognition the I)t»partment of Industries 
and all these because we are out to erommiise. (A voice : But whi» is res* 
fK>usible?i We have dischargctl otticcr-* who have >ci\c<i U!» loyally for 
year> becauM* ol the rc'i\ilt cd thi^ rctremhiiiciit. Tlie> have \ hhh \ M'nt 
adrift nhd lune, pci hap?., jointni the ina'ise-. (d tlu*» unemployed and 
discontented and all the>e, Ihmuum* we have m» money and yet we find 
immey for police luxuries. These departments were being ndministen»d 
<'ven liefore the Befurms came into being. 

[At this stage the llon ble the l*n[»‘iideiit left the (‘hnmlHr and the 
Deputy-IVeHideiit took the ('hair.] ' 

May one iiHjuire why nothing w '.aid so lf»ng with i^egard to theii 
supposed extravaganee and why should all on a sudden the reeoinmenda* 
1ion> of a enmmittee h«* tolh»wed m? rignlly. iliieetly ullei Mini^teiN iiinie 
to admiiii''ter them. \Va< it he< au'.e the Heforms meant hea\y I'Xpemli* 
turey Thai will really be \erv bad logic. If that wa-. the idea, what then 
slid the Mini'.lfi* eonu* in t** adnniii.*tet ^ The Ilon ble the FinaiU’e 
McndsT has j>roin!s<Ml to pla<M* in a few days before the Council an up*lie 
slate staleinents of Ki-trem hineiil decisions. | heartilv wish he had done 
so before the Bu<lget (h'bate bey^aii, fnr that would have given the (atuncil 
jin idi’a a*, to how far lluwe decisions have affected the transferred and 
the reserved depart rnent-. (?f this ttoveinment. Comparisons are always 
invidioU' hut are sometimes inevitable. Yioi raiiiiot ask the MiiiistoiH to 
thrive, flourish and be jjopnlar with the public and withbobl theit 
<lemands regarding their departments. If tlie Ministers have to prove 
eueeessful in running their departments, they must have funds, 

1 turned eagerly to the budget of the transferred departments to see 
the results of the retrem hiuents wt* were c alled U|>on to effec t. I find them 
there indeed. The trees have U-eii pruned down, but where are the new 
*.b«M>ts which were to come f«>rth!' ft is true, in the Moslem Arts ('ollege 
we have .siuaetbing whic h is long Overdue. I cmly hoja* — and incleed 1 
Indieve — that the provision fejr this college is tK>t^ as our Swarajist 
friends suggest, a mere political dodge to rapture Muhainntadan votes. 
I give the Hon’ble the Minister for Education rredit for finer feelings and 
I w‘ould not think that he could traffic thus in the needs of his rornmuntiy, 
bargaining for votes with wimething which we have all felt for warn 
<‘omraon justice demands. 

I turn, hnweTtr. to Agriculture and Tnduitriro and tbaro I roarcK in 
vain for the development I had expected. It i« true there are two new 
farms, a veterinary hospital at Dacca, a provision for an electric instal* 
latioD to demon straU* power-weaving. These are all to the goot}, but 
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they are a mere drop in the ocean. Where ar^ the education schemes we 
fondly hoped for? These are minus quantities. Chinsura school, which 
had the promise of great things in it, is closed after having been given a 
♦trial only for one complete year. Rangpur and Rajshahi had asked for 
similar schools and made generous offers to Governmenf in their eagerness 
to have them. There is no sign in the budget of any encouragement to 
such local offers of help. What will the local people say in future but 
that making local effort is useless since not only are their offers not accept- 
e<l hut the whole policy indicated by the budget suggests that such offers 
are not wanted!*^ Where is the Agricullurul Institute at Dacca for which 
land was ac(|uired? That institute was to give our vouth the highest 
agricultural training and teach them to uppioach our greatest industry 
in the modt rn M-ieutific way. 

[At tliis stage the llon’ble the President returned to the Chair.] 

Jt was a Hplefidi<lly conceived idea, <ai>a))le of being curried out with 
the best results on our agrieulture. It would have been a great addition 
to the Ciiiversity eeiitre at l)ac<*a. It would have encouraged science, 
which that great English industrialist, Lord Leverhulme, has just been 
telling us is the greatest need of India. Yet there is no sign of it in the 
Inidget. Mnre(jver, Sir, |M'rhaps it is not unknown that the Sabour Agri- 
cultural Cidlege which was the oidy place where our students 
could go for higher agricultural training has hovn al>olished and conse- 
(pienfl} sonic [irovision must be made in Hcngal, othen^’ise Agriculture 
in the Province will badly suffer. Kquall\ do J search in vain for a trai'c 
(d‘ consideration (jf iiriinary agrii'ultuiul education with farm schoids dot- 
ted over the country on little dnncnstration farms for which I am conviiH*- 
ed the puhlic-spiriteil zainindat^ and otliers in this Province would have 
gladly jdaced tlie land at the disposal fit (iovernnicnt. There is no sign 
of encouragement ff»r tlu^ public Npirit in the budget before us. I feel 
stifingly inclined to ask what earthly benefit will it serve liy sjiending' 
huge amount of nmnev on reseandi and experiments in the district 
farms if we hav<* not sufficient provisions made for demonstmting the 
results of the,-'e t‘Xi>erimeiits in the interif>r fif the districts, I lielieve 
♦ he farm schools woiihl have very well served this purpose. 

And when* is the sericulture schools we hoped for, real technical 
schoids in whitdi sfunething might be done tf» eimoiirage the revival of a 
great industry J' These an* some «)f the things I hoped for from 
retrenchment and it is no consolation to say the budget is balanced and 
a surplus exists if we cannot find anything progn‘^^ive on the lines I 
have indicated. 

Before I leave agriculture T would like to say that I think the disirietjr 
chosen for the two new farms are not the happiest choice. I should 
prefer to have seen one of these farms in Malda where the land is of 
a pet'uliar type and conditions tntire nearly approach the conditions of 
Bihar. 
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There is another matter in connection with the Agricultural Depart- 
ment to which 1 would also invite the attention of the Council and that 
is the question of cattle-breeding. The Council must l>e unanimously 
of the opinion that the cattle of Bengal require imprt>vement. 1 hav^ 
on *previou8 ooc&^ions urged Wfore this C<nnicil the estrtMue necessity 
of doing something in this direction and I urn disappointed at seeing no 
provision in the budget towards this end. I would urge tijxin the Minister 
the desirability of making provision for an expert in cattle-brt*ed!ng aa 
I am convinced that the evolution of the improvement of (he tyjie of 
(attle which is necessary for Bengal will require the 8er%ices of a man 
who has l)een trained in this line. 

And it is the same in Indu>trie> as in Agriculture. Kdtication which 
IS an essential to the devehjpnuuit we hoped for is starved. No technical 
s< iiool.s, no trade oi < <uniuercial -.rlHHds are pro\ided for, and yet w*e 
discussed ^cheIne^ toi vucji srhooK heie frequently in the last (’i)uncil. 
How^ can we develop industries if we have not technical etlucaliony 

I know the Hoir))h‘ the Minister took o\er this portfolio too late t<r 
juake much im[)iesNiitn on the Inidget before u*>, l>ut I think if he had 
seaiched in the oHiccs of tin* depaitnieiits he niigltt have found schemeii 
sn» h us those I ha\e nicrjlicmed already for incorp*)ra1 n)n and if he foiincf 
that m(»ne> was a\a>lable he iniglit indee<l ha\e claimed siinn‘ for those 
pnr[foses. He miirlit Inue increase*! tlte pnoision foi grants. in-aid l•f> 
as to be able to help su* h s< lo»ols win* h iIm‘ peopK* in tlndr great desire 
to have them might ha\e stalled <»f then *iwii ac<-o!d if (bivej nnient only 
ga\e them the «-m *)uragem*‘nt . I see that then* is a lump provision of 
Ks Jll.tMHI for imlustnal devehqmient. Is it t*Hi late to hofu* that this^ 
miiv be nfihz***! f<ti grants. inlaid t*» l*»cal cftorts 1*iwar*ls agricultural 
and industrial e*ln<'ati**n h It will imt go fur but it will In* something 
and it will iMH'ourage f»th<rs and next vear with this eneouiagemenl 
I am sure tlie Hfurble tlie Minister will fimi many more !*« al authorities 
and KkuiI peojde eager to help (hem*Mdves in the hope of getting help 
fnmi Governtnent. 

My desire in what I iia>e sai*] is n*»t to imjMole but t<» help tlm 
IBm'ble the Minister. I kimw' well how a Minister wants hel|> and T can 
assure the House that it is our dut> an»l iiiv desite f«i give that help 
genenuisly and witlmut self-seeking. 

I he whole of the Agri<'ullure devfdopmefif programme hn« Ireen held 
up f*)r want of furifls and I must miy that onr works of yearn will go 
lor nothing if funds tire not found to proceed with the projertn of the 
development programme. I leave it, .Sir, to the IToniie to deride whether 
in view of the urgent demaidn in thi.s dirertion more fnndn nhould not 
be plai'ed at the disposal of the Minister for Agriculture. 


BiIm fURENORA NATH RAYs While going through the budget 
of 1924-25, and hearing the npeer h of the Hon’hle the Finance HemW, 
I thougkt it proper to go through the budget of 1921-22, and alrwi th# 
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prf>ceeding8 of January, 1922, to see what has been done by Government 
during the last three years. Well, in 1921-22 — I should be more precise 
in saying January, 1922 — three new Taxation Bills were passed, namely, 
/he (!ourt Fees Amendment Bill, the new Stamp Act, and the Amusement 
Act. While presenting these Bills before the'House the then Finance 
Member, Sir John Kerr, said: I shall quote his words — “ In view there- 
fore of His Excellency’s remarks and of what I have said as to the 
powers of this Council to dec.ide on the ultimate distribution of any surplus 
funds, that we may have, I think I can safely say, although I cannot 
give any definite fijfure, that a substantial share of any surplus that we 
may obtain, will be divided to objects which commend themselves to 
the judgment of this (%>uncil.” So we all thought while giving our 
assent to the passing of these Bills, that a substantial portion of the 
amount would be given to the transferred departments. By substantial 
portion of the surplus, nolrndy thought that one-fourth, or one-fifth or 
one-sixth of the aimmnt would hv given to the transferred departments. 
Of course, a suhstantial portion of the amount means that at least more 
than half the amount would lie set apart for atid allotted to the trnn‘*fe!ied 
departments, 

Sif Suremlra .\uth Banerj<*a on behalf ot the Ministers said: I shall 
^pmte his words also — “ That we are doing all we can to rescue this 
htiplesH 1‘rovince fiom the grip ot malaria. That i" a duty which we 
all must perform. However much w'e may tiy to disg\nse it, that i< 
the mandate of our iiiartinilate constituent>, that is the mandate of our 
<’onsciem’e, that is the solemn duty which the sense oi our ohligalitm'. 
has imposed up<in us’’. 'I'hen he said: “ For si.\ months \ou will no! 
he able to add a single medical school or hospital in this l^ovince, for 
six months you will have done nothing to extend your watei-sup])l\ . I 
U'ik hon’hle members, can they ctmteinplate a prospect like this with 
anything likr equanimity^ Ihink of your rountiy, think of your 
constituencies, think of \our duty. Die duty that is impf»sed upon ymi. 
and give your votes according to tlie biddings of your conscience atol 
the dictates of what is right and proper.” So we all thought a good 
p<irtiori of the surplus amount would he devoterl t«» the improvement of 
annitation, eilucation, improvenient of agriculture, improvement of 
indu.stries and the cognate subjects.' What is the amount which we 
4^xpeci to get this year from these three Taxation BillsJ^ This is what 
the Hon’hle the Finance Memln^r said on page 10 of his Budget speech; 

(H the difference l>etween the figure.s of 1921-22 anrl 1924^-25, Rs. .% 
lakhs represents the increase in our stamp revenues and Rs. 82 lakhs 
the reteipts from the Amusements Tax. “ That is, he expects a surplus 
of Us. 88 lakhs fnim these taxes, .\s I have already said, 1 have 
compared the budget of 1921 so far as these heads are conrerned, namely. 
Education, Medical. Buhlic Health, Agriculture, Industries and Civil 
Works. In 3921-22 the amount which was allotted to Education wa.s 
Be, 1 crore. 26 lakhs and odd thousand, in 1924-25 it is Rs. 1,22,»%,000. 
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I’y* is inclusive of the reserved subjects. As regards Medical, I find 
in 1921-22 there was a sum of Rs. 52,24,090, while in the present budget 
of 1924-25 we find Rs, 58,35 ,(KK) provided under this head. In the 
Public Health Department in 1921-22 it a*us Us. 19,40,(KK}, while th^ 
yeaf it is Rs. 29;87,000.‘ I may tell you here that most of this amount 
will be eaten up in paying the stilaries of some highly paid officers. Then 
comes Agriculture. In 1921-22 it wasRs. 13.48,tHH>. while in the present 
year it is R'». 19,14.(KHI. Und^r Industries in 1921-22 we hud 
Rs. 12,99,(KMI, this year it is Rs. 10,20,tKK). Then under Civil Works, 
it was Rs. l,55,tM),0()0 in 1921-22. Prohahly the (Government had in 
contemplation to carry out tlie partiticm^ of Mi<lnaiM)re and Mymensingh 
and therefore suc h a large amount was allotted that year under this he ad. 
But this year the amount is R>. H1,(>1,0(M1. Now 1 have added and 
subtracted and I find that there has l>een an increase of Rs. 15,(13, t'lMi 
in the transferred dejmrtments, hut the increase in revenue has heeii, 
as 1 have said, R>. 88 lakhs. So a sub'.tantial portnm ol the sum ot 
IN. 88 lakhs, even if ytm take hall, it will be Rs. 44 lakb** an«l not 
IN. 15 lakhs. A'' ue were given the ansuratue that a suhstantial ptution 
ol the amount would be (h‘voted to the tran‘*feired departimojts. ) should 
like to know where that monex has gone. We want our i>«>uiul of (le**h. 
The transferred depaitiuents must have at least Rs. 44 lakhs, and if \<iu 
<h) mU give us this Rs. 44 lakhs, wv say that it is a budget which ought 
not to be picsriilcd to a Isidv ol intidligent members. It you want t<» 
havt‘ their supjxut vou must prevent a presentable bmlgcl and not a 
budget vvliich docs not sat i, sty tlie demanffs ol the people. When wt* 
gftve our supp(»it to the three 'I'axatiou Bill", vve vveje on the tip-t<M* of 
exjM‘ctat iiin ot getting mote primaiv education throughout the country, 
of hjiving more pure iliinking wat« i - - 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: But v u did not te 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY; 1 was then the occupant of the 
Chair ami had m* oci asion to vitte 

I say that it the f fo\ernmcnt want lohavfoui '■upport, present us with 

a prese'ntahle budget and not a budget which makes no provision fo» the 

necessary demands of the transferred d<*parttiieiits. I <Io not want to go 

into details, but unless we have a good explanation from th«* HorCbb- 

the Finance Meml»er as to why he lias not been able 1<» set apart « good 

ttmnd sum — u substantial amount — for the transferred deparJriientH, we 

do not know* what we shall <lo with the budget. 

♦ 

Maulvi 8AYEDAL HOQUEs I^^^riking to the figures in the budget fo/ 
the year lft24-25 we find that the main sources of revenue of the Govern- 
ment are three in numWr, namely — l>ond Revenue, Excise and 
(3) Stamps, Stampiv yields the highest revenue, next comes land revenue 
and then comes Excis^c Excise swells by 19 lakhs and Stam^w by 15 
lakhi in the Budget of 1924-15, The I^tnd Revenue han al«o increaited hut 
not *0 remarkably. To the«e statemenU of facta I mention here the words 
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of the HonVe the Finance Member. On page 3 of his budget speech he 
says : “ PJxcise revenue has been coming in well with the improyement 
in administration.” On page 12 of the budget he says: “The improve- 
ment in tlxcise revenue has further been accelerated by the collapse of 
the uou-<o-operation raovenient.” We may here mention also the steps 
taken by the Government for changing the hour of closing some of the 
liquor shops from sunset to 8 p.m. Also we find the Hon’ble the Finance 
Member expressing his regret that the Stamp revenue did not altogether 
realise the expectations. But his statement on page IG of his budget 
sfM'cch shows that the difference between the figures of the years 1921-22 
an<l 1924-2^1 of Ks. bb lakhs represents the increase in the Stamp revenue. 
Our thanks are due to the Hon'ble the Finance Member for these state- 
riieiits, he< aiise these greatly help us to form an idea as to the underlying 
principle on which the framing of the budget is entirely based. The incre- 
ment in Excise revenue means increment in the vice of intemperance, 
Tlie increment in Stamps revenue means the increment in litigation. The 
honest expressions of the Hon’ble the Finance Member unmistakably 
shows that the* Government w«mld be very glad to see the annual incre- 
ments in the vice of intemperama* ami litigation by arithmetical [)r(»gres- 
sion, geometrical progre^^lon shall have its own cluirms, because every 
increnumt tliereof brings in its tiain, the nect‘ssarv iucuement in revenue. 
So, reasonably there shoubl be rejoicing at tlic c<dlupse of non-co-opera- 
tion or any other similar movement which at a loss to the revenue, alwins 
tries to peisuade pe(»ple not to be litigant and not t<» go to the liquor 
shops, while the look out of the Governnii'iif i-* to see those simps kept 
(qien even after suiis<‘t. This \ice ot litigation and intemperance can 
\erv well be called a virtue because it is a double blessing to the* Govern- 
ment — it both swells the revenue and makes the run of the Government 
more easy by redueing the people to abs<dute povertv and helplessness. 
This j)rineiple quite befits an alien (loverument. There shoubl Im* no 
bide and seek. The card must be pluceil on the table. T again thank the 
llon’ldc the Finami’ Member ft»r bis plain and outspoken confession i f 
the real spirit that pervmies the inimls of tlie framers and upholders of 
the butlg«'t. Now let us examine the expenditure side of the Imdget and 
seek for some principle of distribution thendn. The total receipt from 
the thrtH^ main sources of Land Kevenue, Excise and Stamp.s is Rs. 8A 
crores, I draw the attention of the memhei-s to the figures that stand 
against — {}) General Administration. i2) Poliee, (3) Education. (4» Mtsli- 
cal, lb) Ibiblii' Health, (b) Agriculture and (7) Industry, To make the 
jM»int more eomprehensive and less complex I have calculated to show 
%httt amount is sj>ent for every' hundred rujvees out of that t<ital of Rs. 811 
rroivs under the different expenditure heads. 

F iffurti appro ji matr. 

Rs. 22 for Police. 

Rs. 14 for General Administration. 
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Rs. 12 for Education transferred. 

As. 8 for Engineering College, 3 As. for Engineering and Sur- 
vey Schools. ; 

An. 1 for School of Arts. 

An. 1 for Cdminercial Iintitute, 

As. 3 for Grants fur Medical Pur|M>ses. 

Re. 1/G for Medical SchooU’und College-^. 

As. 7 for Epidemic Di.neases. 

A^. 6 for Agricultural KxjH'riinent^ and Deiuonstiutioiis. 

As. 8 for Industrial Develujnnent, Educuti<»n and Scholarships. 

This .shows that the Police Department swallows the greatest p(»rtion. 
This is quite in keeping with the 'ipirit we ha\e >een in tin* revenue side 
of the budget. There lnu^t ht* jjolice t(» st^e that the liquor shops aiv m»t 
closed at .sunset, and alx»ve all there must be police to preserve |H»ace 
and order. Thanks to police, but for them, there would havi* been fre- 
quent break of law and oi(b‘r. How can one grudge the pn>visij)n of Ks. 1 
lakh for the supply of iron cots and mosquito-nets for them. This is 
what is railed improved ?neans (d administration for increasing revenue. 
Then comes general administration, flow can it be tf)o much hut it is 
rather ton little to meet the reejuirement of the Civilians who have come 
from a far-off land and leaving behirnl them all comf»>rts of home, only 
to preserve law and order amongst the drunkards and •lis<'ontended 
litigants. Then c<»mes education. There have been a time when thi.s 
Rs. 12 in every hundred would not have been a very small amount for 
the purpose of education because then the number of edm ateii men were 
few^ but that is not the case now. At present quulifieil candidates come in 
their hundreds and patiently wait looking and lingering for posts. There 
is room for cuts. The more education, the more unemployment, the more 
discontent and disaffection. Perhaps this accounts for the mm-repetition 
of the grant of Rs. 3 lakhs to the ('alcutta University, Let us look to 
this education from another point of view. If T am right in saying thot 
education improves a man’s quality it will surely make u man more care- 
ful of temperance and less addicted to litigation. This heavily tells upon 
the Ex< ise revenue. Now when tlje heart of the framers and upholders 
of the budget rejoices at the collapse of a movement, the crdlapfie of which 
accelerates this revenue, how can one expts't fn»m them any encourage- 
ment for the education, the well working of which retards or tends to 
retard that fund. Surely this lack of funds for education cannot he said 
inconsistent with (he spirit we have already discovered. We must not 
forget to differentiate Wlween the interest of the Government and the 
interest of the others. We cannot claim for more for education, hwf at 
the cost of law and order. We, non-violent people, should realixe the 
value of law and order. I simply refer again how much we r^eive for 
Medical Belief, Public Health, Agriculture and Indufir}'. The ffguret 
eloquently tell their itorie# for ihemeelvea. 



130 


DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. 


[28th Fkb. 


Out of this amount again to pay and establishment goes the lion’s share 
leaving only a very small—rather a negligible—percentage for the poor 
tax-payers. The Hon’ble the Finance Member gives us a surplus budget. 
He says “ 1 now c(»me to the Transferred side and I have no dqpbt 
hon'ble membeiH will be keenly interested in knowing what provision we 
have iitade lo meet the want of what are often called the natjon-huildtug 
dcpariments ^’hone activities have been so far circumscribed by our tiiian* 
cial difficulties.” Fine words indeed, we are really and very much keenly 
interested in knowing that a sum of Rs. 50,000 w'bich will be recurring 
has been allotted towards sehemes for improvent in rural water-supply. 
This is for the whole of Bengal. Half a lakh has been included for 
anti-malarial measures. These paltry sums are only scarecrows for these 
(liHeases or perhaps these are meant f(»r buying magi(! wands for the 
Ministers to help the successful running of their departments. The real 
thing is tu.vation from all (juurters by all imaginable ways for the running 
of the Goveriiiuent fairly maintaining law' and order amongst the drunk- 
ards and litigants. If this be the real idea that peivade> the minds of the 
fruiners of the budget and the upholders of it^ I must say it is well drawn 
up. I know' not whether the analysis of the budget drives one to any 
other conclusion or not, but I find no other way out of it. And also I can- 
not trace any reason why it should In? otherwise when this (roverninent is 
not a Governnieni of the people for the people. Those who lielieve in the 
present system of Government they are welcome to >uj)porf the budget 
in its presi'nt form, hut I for one have not the least faith in the virtues of 
the preneiit system. I stand on ‘ No taxatidii w ithout rejireseiitution 
people are taxed to their utmost capacity, hut yet the nation-building 
departments hiivi' so long ren»aine«l. sa> at!ei the rule ot 150 years, 

( ircumscrilKMl by financial <lifH< iilties is a remarkable ('onfession made by 
tlie Iloirble the Finanee Member in his speech. The wliole spirit of the 
budget goes against the popular wish. They are taxed without their con- 
sent ami their puise is pUued in the hands <if th(»sf who aix* responsible to 
them. And we have clearly seen how that purse is skilfully managed to 
suit the purposes of others only grunting them baits here and there to 
lull them to sb*ep. We have come here us the representatives of the 
|>eople only to make leconimemlatioiis withoui an\ |H)wer of making those 
recommendations keenly felt. Gin friends on the Government side have 
come here with the purpose of construction and w'e, the members on the 
|x»pular side, have come here with the piogrumme of liestruction. We are 
often blamed for this. Yes, our friends can do much constructive work in 
the way of swelling the F.xcise revenue and adding facilities to the im- 
proved means of administration by granting lakhs of rupees for iron cots 
and like, but they are circumscribed in the nation-building departments 
where tkeir constructive programme comes to a standstill. What did 
our late Minister of Education say But we must ilestruct the present 
system which is capable of no gfxwl or at the very best capable of very 
little gtjod to the taxpayers. We have a constructive programme behind 
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it. Our friends ought to know that there is no absolute destruction. The 
process of destruction means a process of transformation. We must ob- 
• struct till the whole spirit of the budget, that is of the Government, ia 
changed to a popular spirit, the Government of the people, by the people^ * 
for the people becomes the pervading spirit of the whole. 

Mr. D.d. COHEN: I join the previous speakers in exprt‘ssing my die* 
appointment at the budget presented to us. It provides practically for 
the mere carrying on of the administration and us usual the translerrtn! 
departments are practically starved and have not l>ev‘n given a chance. 
The departments under our Ministers are admittedly the most important 
to the people of the Province and it is a matter of extreme dissniisfactioit 
that comparatively very little money can he found for them. Then* art* 
various proposals made by the Retrenchment Committee other than tho'ie 
that Government ha.s given effect to, or are not feasible to carry out, that 
could be carried out. The point I wi.sh to make clear is this. No further 
taxation proposal has any chance of Wing carried in this Houses and we 
can only hope to satisfy the reasimable demands of the transferred depart- 
ment.s with money that can W got by retrenching in the establishment. 
Stern necessity demands that retrenching shoubl 1 h* carried out even nt the 
sacrifice of some efbcieiicy. I hope the Finance Member in his reply will 
W able to give us some indi<’ation a.s to the steps Government intend 
taking in this direction. It is not enough for the Ministers seated at their 
desks to dniw up comprehensive schemes which they iiinnot hojM* to 
carry out in the near future, and which may require to be modified after- 
wards owing to (‘hanged circumstances. The Ministers are in an unenvi- 
able j>osition of men wh(>s«* hand.^ait* tied owing to lack of funds. In the 
Education Department, 1 find simply Wcause a sum of Its, 't lakhs is not 
going to he given to the Calcutta rniversity that money has not In'en 
placed at the disposal of the Ministers, over and aWve the sums included 
in the budget. I regret thi.s very much. 

Mr. PRA8ANNA OEB RAIKAT: The subject of the last two days, 
proceeding** of thi** ('ouncil has h«*<»n the general eiiticism of the 
budget estimate for year 1924-25 as waa presented Wfore thi^i 
House, You have heard many sjwwhes from many eminent 
members about thi**. I think that Ihev are all unanimously of ofnnioit 
that fair justice has not been done to the “ transferred subjects or 
“ the nation-building deportments " by the provisions made in the 
budget estimate of the year under review. This is (juite apparent from 
the speeches of every previoua speaker. Even the late Education 
Minister has complained of this defect in the budget. Moreover, sine© 
the inauguration of the much-talked of Reforms, this subject has been 
pressed in season and out of season both from the platform and the 
preiMi. But the Government has turne^i deaf ears all along and even 
in the pteaent budget too, they have not done anything in Ibe difee* 
tion of doing any good to the peo|de. 
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Now let tw »ee how much the Government has set apart for nation- 
bui]<ling departments. For the higher, secondary and primary educa- 
tioiiH they have set aiiart a ver>' small sum but for European, and Anglo- 
Indian education they have made sufficient provisions in the present 
budget. 

Now, Sir, I may jxnnt out to you and my brother members that 

the manufacture of souls of a good. quality ” is the first and essential 
duty of u Government. If this is neglected then no amount of efficient 
|H)lice and efficient administration will bring prosperity to the country. 
There will he no s&Ivation of this nation unless and until the Govern- 
ment adopt the policy of mass education in right earnest and bank faci- 
lities given to the ix^asants as it has l)een done in the c^ise of Scotland. 
Only Ks. 50 thousand has lieen provided in the budget for anti-malarial 
ineasureH for 40 millions of peojde. Ev(‘rv thing rests with the Govern- 
ment. I recjuest the Finance Meml)er to find out the means and way- 
for pboitiful of money for the nation-building purjx)ses. 

Then for Medical Relief and Public Health the Government has set 
ajmrl a paltry sum, the major jKution of which will be sjient for the 
c'onstruction works, for instance nurses' quarters in the Pre.sidency 
General Hospital. It i.s ridiculous in my opinion. We are crying for 
a Medical School in .]al|miguri but nothing has Is'cn done to this effect. 
Now I ask, is this suliicieiit in comparison with the exjHniditure which 
will incurred in other deixirtments and also in com|xuison with the 
number of |HM)ple I mean 45 millions of |K»ople living in Bengal and 
the vnstn«‘ss of the country. 

To <’rown all, nothing has been provided for improving the agricul- 
tural condition of the ITovince — though the i>eople depends solely on 
agricultim*. In my opinion the so-called Agricultural Dejmrtment 
should I)© alndished altogether and money which will Is* savetl may W 
pnditably utilized in ameliorating the miserable condition of the starv- 
ing millions of iieasanfs. 

The question of unemployment has also taken a very .serious turn 
and thousands of our young men are rotting bu want of any ojiening 
in the eountry. Has Government made any provision in that direction? 
I «ay none. 

But I see the Government is keen alxiut making provisions for i>ulice, 
genenii administration and other things in the name of keeping peac« 
and order in the country. I fail to understand why the Government is 
eo afraid of this dying nation and starving jieople. 

In civiliied and free countries tlie ixHjple are taxed simply for the 
public good and [iros|ierity. But here in Bengal the principle of taxing 
the people is quite opposite to this principle. 

1 need not rejieat these things any more and thus waste the time 
of the House. 
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Let me remind the Hon’ble the Member in charge of Finance, the 
pitiable condition of the Bengal villagen and their inhabitants — who 
are half-naked, starving and suffering frt>m diflferent kinds of diseases 
specially malaria. But .the Government is taking no care of them anrf 
spending their hard-enrned money in other directions. 

In conclusion, I beg to point out that I am at a los.s to understand 
in what sense the Finance MeiiiWr calls this budgt*t as prosperous when 
this nation is going to die out, specially the Bengali nation, within 
one hundred years’ time. 

Babu ABANISH CHANDRA RAY: F or some time j>ast I have Imen 
awaiting with keen interest U'. to what sort of hudgt't the Government 
would present this year. It is admitted on all hands that the inditical 
situation is very seriou.s and that countructive .statesmanship dtuiuinds 
that at this oriticMil moment the Government should show more 
anxiety to jdacate the sentimeikts «)f the jH^ople and thereb\ t«» t onscdi- 
date their own jK)wer. As a matttM* of fact the Jb»n’lde Mr. Donuhl 
has done his he'«t to serve the nati<»n-building deixirtmentH. But. Sir. 
he has failed— hoi>elessly failed— and that not through any fault of 
Ids. Sir, lie is the agent of a s\stem which liv«‘s and floin isle's on the 
ruin and demoralisation of the jH»ople and it is a jnty that men of such 
sterling (puilities are being exploited to luii a machine which is grind- 
ing this people — tliese iidieritors of a mdde |>jist — a mdde civiliRiitiim 
to slow but steady and inevitable death. Sir, it takes my breath 
away to find one cron* of ruiH'f^, tie* piovisions that have las*n made 
for the edui’ation, sanitation and me<li<’al help of a I’rovince (ontaining 
45 millions of |>eople. I iieed*not go into anv ilctail. Man\ of m,\ 
friends in this House have sivciallv shown how moiistrouHly imide<iunte 
are the provision.s made. I shall only h¥>k into the principle, the 
policy upon vrhich the budget has lieen constructed. The Government 
18 to be carried on not in the interest of the i^stple of the soil but to 
serve otlier people and other lands; but so that there may not be any 
golnml s(» that the down-trmlden worm may not raise its hcmd in self- 
aefonce— sufticient dust has l»een thrown into its eyes. That is the 
policy and the prim iple in a nutshell. All the iiation-building deiiarU 
ments have l»een mentioned hy nam'es, so that (he fiovernment may poi»e 
that they are not at all unmindful of the interest of the (ample. Hut 
a cumorj’ glance* at the figures will show that whatever may l*e the 
chief concern of the Government it is ceHainJy not the interest* of the 
people. U»t the people may create any golmaJ under anch un- 
natural arrangments, the pr>lice — the agent of law and order have 
been sufficiently strengthened. While Ks. 60,000 only have been 
granted to fight malaria in the whole proving a sum of Ra. 1.00.000 
has been given to purchase mosquito curtains to protecl conslables 
from mosquito biles. To keep diwn a peojde against their wishes, to 
exploit them, you must strengthen the hands of law and ortler and^ihue 
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under the existing system and the current policy, the Hon’Uc 
Mr. Donald has admirably performed the task entrusted to his hands. 

« What the interest of the Government lies has been frankly admitted 
by Sir Malcolm Hailey when he opposed our demand for Swaraj on fhe 
ground that that would affect British commercial interest and the men 
in the sen'ices. It is in their interest that the administration is really 
Wing run and under such circumstances to talk of nation-building is 
only abuse of words and that will no longer dtH*eive any right-thinking 
Indian. Forty \ier cent, of our i)eople do not know* what a full ra^l is 
from years’ end and to years’ end, and lakhs of people have not sufficient 
clothing to cover their nakedness and protect their bodies from the 
biting cold or heat, the intensity of which is well known. In order lo 
really build this nation you must take immediate steps to remove the 
deep rhronic |K)veity of the jieople and the only means of doing this 
is to supplement agiirultiire in this country by industries. What steps 
has the British Government taken to develop indigenous industry? 
They have delils‘rately destroyed the biggest industry in India, via., 
cloth-making, in order to build their own industry at Lancashire. As 
a result, Sir, India, which was the richest (“ountry on earth before the 
advent of the Wnign British rule, is now the |XH»rest. This is how you 
have exe<’uted your so-called trust. Ueally India is hehl by you* in 
trust— but the Wneficiaries are not the Indian jH'ople but the British 
jK»ople through the sc»ivic<*s and commerce to which Sir Malcolm Hailey 
has referred in his m(Mt frank and tnithful s|iee<>h. The other day the 
Monnfuj Post referring to the jmrchuse of some stores fnmi Germany, 
bluntly rtumirked that they should rather gtM out of India than submit 
to this. Urn eat. Sir, is out of the bag and all attempts at an eyewash 
will lie so mudi lalniur lost. 

The Ilon’ble MemWr has shown how’ our revenues- are increasing. 
The increase, Sii. is not due to the increase of production or prosjierity 
in the country, but to the increuM* of vice and demoralisation and 
emasculation. Sir, I need not discuss whether it is right to raise a 
rt^venue from the sale of li<|Uor and other intoxicants; but I have no 
doubt alxmt this that if any revenue is collected from this source 
it ought to be sjient solely for the purjwise (d removing this evil. All 
excise revenue ought to W sptnit in furthering the temperance move- 
ment. Similarly, all revenues raised from quinine and cinchona plant- 
ation ought to he spent in fighting malaria. But this thoroughly 
irrational budget shows that the excise revenue and cinchona revenue 
and the stamp revenue instead of Wing sjxmt in figbfing infemperance 
and Tualarin and in the admiiiistnition of justice have been diverted to 
the maintenance of law and onler, and this blesswl system which I have 
already said is Wing run not in tW interest of Indian people hut in 
that of the British people and British commerce. By law and order in 
^mlia at pree<>nt is meant only that stale of things in which the veated 
ibteiWta of the British |ieople will not W disturbed or endangered in 
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^ leMt. And for this law and order a |)olic« aystem is beinit main* 
lained, stairini? the real intere«t« of the people of the ioil and patriotio 
grentlemen are beiiift ftuatched away from Uteir le^ttmaie iHHMi|mtiona 
and are made to rot in dunfreon® whirh teiniiid u« of the middle ajrei and 
of !he atate of things prevailiiifr in Fram'e and lluMiia before the hiatoric 
reTolution*. 


I think, Sir, I have sufhcienttx; explained to you that the policy of thii 
Government in to wrve the intert'Ms of the British jHVvple even to the 
detriment of the inten^sts of the country itself and the whole budjret haa 
been framed in accordance with that |Kdicy. If we aca*p( that 
policy, then enter into the detaiU and fry to improve tinkering 
measurea an mu<'h as you ('an. But if we do not with this 

|K)licy, if you think that the Government ou|;rht to nerve the interest 
of the p<*ople first and fi»nunost, then tefuw* to ronnider any budget 
that in placed Iwfore you. I apivul to thin IIouhi' in the inteiTst of 
the country to (Imiw out the budget entirely. 


MmiIW waned H08$AINs The sjaMtiule of n Finame M(*ml>er 
struggling against adversity and trying “ to keep his head alnn’e 
water ” cannot fail t{» call foith our sym|>athy. This struggh* is going 
on for the lust three years since the inauguiation td tin* inauspicious 
Ileforms. I (all the Ibdorms inauspicious U'cause this siren has la*- 
witched some of our countrymen and swallowed up the o|H*ning halan('e 
of alamt 2A crorcs in the very first year of her birth ( 1!>21-2*J). Her 
growth and develojunent have (Mjmilly Imhmi inauspicious ami disastious 
to the pros[s*rity of the country. While she has Ihsmi grinding the 
rcsour<C'» of tin* country, suppHes for her ciuel demainls have to Is* kept 
up hy the im|w>sition of three new taxations which me weighing down 
the jsMijde. The Hon'hle the i'ltuiine Member in his financial stat^ 
meni for has shown a closing balance of Ks. 1 ,23,24 ,(K)0. 

This would have been a cheerful figure had the savings Ikmmi s<H'Ured 
without the help and o|H*ration of the oj»pressive taxations. The three 
new taxations — the connunmitant evils of the dyarchy — have sejueessed 
out of the jieople the enormous amount of Ks. hd lakhs from the Stamp 
duty imliiding Court -fee.** whirh represent the increase in Stamp 
revenues and Us. 32 lakhs, (he rweipts from the Amusement Tax. Then 
Bengal has to pay Us. (13 lakhs aiii its contrilujtion to tin* (Vuifral 
Government under the Reform schenies. Deduct these threi* sums 
(5G 32- 8>3-lon amounting to Us. 1 crore and 51 lakhs and we thall 
have a Iwnkrupt exchefjuer. Had there Wn no top-heavv administra- 
tion, no Reforms and Dyarchy, the country would have l)een saved from 
bankruptcy and the imfsisition of the freah taxations. These tax#* 
should be alndished and the contribution witliheld as they have drmt 
no real good to the country. On the other hand, we have luetn forcad 
to pay those heavy amounts simply to bolster up t!i« Hefomia tnd par* 
pe+ua*e the dyarchy with a costly administration. 
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T think I be justified in raising the question of principle. I 
desire to know on what principle the subjects called ** the reserved 
anil “ the tranKferred ” have been classified? What is the basic prin- 
•iple for ascertaining the voted and non-voted grants? What is the 
principle of adjustment of public revenues and 6f allotting 65 per cenl. 
to the reserved and 85 per cent to the transferred? Looking to the 
reiK)rt of the Joint (.’ominittee I find a significant passage. It runs 
thus: — 

“ The do not endoree the suggestion that certain sources of the revenue 

s}]Outd bo allocated in, the proportion of two-thirds to reserved and one-third to 
transferred subjects, and simdarly a projwrtion, though not necessarily the tame 
fraction of the balances. " 

I’hc Hon’hlc the Finance Member in his speech presenting the budget 
for the next year, does not say what principle he followed in allocating 
the amounts to the reserved and transferred subjects. But from the 
s|KU'cli of the lloii’ble Mr. Kerr it appears that he followed the principle 
of two-thir<ls against one-third. What we desire to know is whether 
the Ilon'lile Mr. Donald has followed the principle of liis predecessor 
or has given effect to the suggestion of the Joint Committee. 

Now turning to llie budget for 1924-25, we find that there is a small 
margin lietween the ineome ami the exiHOiditnie viz., of Rs. 49,000 
only. We hav<‘, no doubt, a balanee of B.s. 1,28,24.000 in band, 
out of which Hs. HS lakhs have Immmi earmarked for new schemes, leaving 
n margin of Its, 85,24,0(M). Ihe llon’ble the Finance Member and the 
Ilon’bh’ Mr. Steidienson have already made demands for supplementary 
graiith lo the extent of Hs. 8,(>7.0tl0. Ibulm ting this amount we shall 
have Hs. 81.ri7,tK10 only in hand. Now in the event of had realization 
of revenue or in the case of drought, famine or flood we shall have to 
fall ha<k on this amount. This is not a very .sound finnucial position. 
But if we have to pay the contribution of Hs. 68 lakhs to the Central 
Oovernment, tlien there will \h* no other alternative but to draw upon 
the etvnnarkeil amount of Hs. 88 lakhs and stop all new schemes. Such 
is the i>osition to which we may lie ilriven. Taking notice of the very 
early and pretentious approach of the hot season, I shudder at the 
likelihood of a famine and drought in this ycnir w^ith such a dubiooi 
state of finance. But I may get a robtiff from the oflScial stalwaH for 
my pessimism and for hinting that Government should be ready to cope 
with a |H>ssible famine in the near future. We have already been told- 
that Government is not a charitable institution. But let us see, Sir, 
how Goveniment has lieen charitable for some other purposes. We 
have in the budget of the current and this year some amasing figures 
which stagger a bold inteUeet though not a valiant heart. They are 
as under 

For H. K.*s Ralixm (this year) Rs. 10,000, (next year) Rs. 1,40,000; 
payment to Mr. Greaves for plan of Council Chamber— 
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R«. 48,000; ivarniniferaent of elw’trio installation and of 
officers in Writers’ Building^s — R». 1,00.000 ont of Ra, 1,58,000; 
Expenditure re Council elections — Rs. 4.50,000; PuWicity 
work— Rs. Sr.OOO; .Tails and convict se(tU*nient--^Rs. 37, 76, (KM); 
]V,liee-^Rs. 1,25,8',? .000; supply of iron cots and mow|uito 
curtains (include<l in the estimate — R«. 1,00,000; Criminal 
Invent illation Departm'^nt (iindudiMl in tl»e ^•^tinlate) — 
Rs. T.oO.tXK). 

This lavish srule of exjienditun" indicates that there^is sonielwdy who ii 
more powerful to spend the public money in the way he thinks fit. Dis- 
cussion in papers has no effect; pix)test meets with rebuff; solicitation 
jfoes in vain. What hope is then* then to mend the ways of (Government P 
This Coum'il is powerles-.. the real power rests with the Government. 
The Council has been w(ukin^r for the lust three years and the Hu^lffet 
shows an ever*increasin>? expenditure in those matters against which it 
has raised its voice. 

Sir, some ho|M* was cheri‘*hed in certain (piartcrs when the new 
Reforms were ushereil in by a Hourisli of trumjM*t. May 1 ask wdiai 
lienefits they have conferred up<»n the (*ountryP In what way the ptniple 
have been benefited’' The last fhn*e budgets whiib arc the real criterion 
of the progress of the country, have failed to show its prosperity, neither 
do they show that the (Government has been more resi>onsive to popular 
demands. On the i^ther band the fopdieavy administration, unable to 
meet its own demands, still goes on with increasing taxations. While 
a cosily dyarchy has made new demands up<m the country, it has had to 
he maintained by the imposition of new taxes and suspension of all work# 
of utility. A gloiuny record of the working of the Keffirms has lM*en 
'given by the successive Finance Members while presenting their deficit 
budgets. If this be the benefits of the Reforms, the sooner it is with- 
drawn, the iH'tter for the jiccrple. We cried f<*r the bread, we got a st<me. 
We cried for a responsible (Jovernment, anti we have g<»t this vampire — 
Dyarchy. We cried against an expensive administrutitin. we got a still 
more costlier one with lt»|>.hea%y administration, menacing to Im* ctwllier 
even after the Ix*e (’ommiHsitm. We cried against the burden of taxes, 
we ha%e lM*en subjected to new taxations. The roiisidenitiou of ail theae 
and other cin umstances have mutie us sick. In a wortl, we have lost all 
faith in British justice and the present system of (Jovernment, 

8ir, n'ganlingthe gimit of Us, 1 lakh fora Muhammadan ArtC'oUegH, 
there ha\'e k»en some misgivings and whi»|M*nngs us to the attitude of 
the Moslem meiidiers l>elonging to the Swurujya party, I like Ui remove 
the misgiving by making a clear statement on the subject. The Moslem 
members, except a few, desire to have a college of their own for which 
they have fought for so long. The pmiwisal for a Muhammadan college 
and the agitation consectuent upon it, has a history of ita own, since the 
time of the Bengal Provincial Muhammadan Educational Confertnee, 
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I do not like to tire the patience of the Council by repestiiif the hietory 
and request the members not to oppose the grant without 4|anng me on 
the subject. I am well acquainted with the facts as I was the Secretary 
to the said Conference since it was established. ‘But I desire to make4>ne 
thing clear. It may be asked how will it be consistent with our conduct 
to accept the grant and at the same time to oppose the entire budget if 
<i{(asion arises? I say, Sir, that if the entire budget is thrown out, this 
grant must go with it. Our attitude w^ill be determined by the attitude 
of the Oovernnient towards our national demands. 

Yesterday some member characterized this grant as a bait to lure away 
the Moslem members. I am sorry that I cannot accept the half-truth. 
There is something deeper, and if you dive deep into the subject you will 
discover the whole truth. 1 know full well how we — the Moslems — cried 
in vain for a Muhammadan college and larjfer grants for Muhammadan 
education. Our cry, like all other cries, has l>een a cry in wilderness. 
Vltimatcly wc lost all confidence in the official promises and formed a 
coalition with those of four Hindu brethren who liave also lost faith in 
the Oovernnient, not for any selfi.sh gain but for fighting out what legiti- 
mately and justly belong to us. This coalition shows to some extent the 
strength of Hindu-Moslem unity and the result is apparent. The Govern- 
ment hud so long refused to listen to our prayers and supplications. Now 
the <‘ry is heunl. Its moral effect is olivious. 

^Vhile on this subject I like to make another thing clear to our Moslem 
friends who are not with us. In the budget there are other grants — 
small indeed — for Mnhammadun edueaticm and it is glibly said that if the 
Swarajist Moslems do not support the hhdget, Muhammadan education 
will suffer. Similar timonms voices have been heard fnim the Hindu 
members as well. 1 maintain ibut Ibis nervousness ariess from a 
narrow outl<M)k. What is our object? Docs any memlier seriously 
lielieve that our object is to check the pitigress of education - in the 
country or to injure any (Himriiunal interest? No, never. We want 
neither rake’s progress nor slave’.s pi-ogre.ss. Our objeet is to put an end 
to this t<»p-heuvy niiiu ini strut ion ftinl the effete system of Government 
from which we can ex|H*ct nothing hut small grants which starve the 
nation-huilding departments. We want to establish a fully res[K>nsible 
Government which will not tlevote the bulk of its revenues for Police and 
Jail Administration and Goiivict Settlement*. I therefore, re<)ueat my 
friends not to draw hasty conclusuins from our action. We are fighting 
your l>attle and we will not grudge even if you enjoy the fruit* of our 
victory. 

A few words more, Sir, and 1 have done. Mr. P. C. Mitter made an 
exhibition of his sorry plight in which he was placed when he was in his 
oifire. In fulness of hi.s heart he told the House that all his eameet 
endeavours, solicitations and supplications went in vain. He tried hk 
be«h«V* keep up good relation and cultivate g(K>d-wiU. That, too, was in 
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iMn. May I a»k him what advice he haH now to m in the light of 
Ilk expemiil|i|f He ha^^ not been »ati»fied with the present budget and 
(iharged the Secretaiy of State with indifTerence. But he did not auggeal 
iha remedy #hich would cure the evil. Will he advise u« to sit on th^ 
fence wit^ the same sort of •ianity, wdiriety and amiability with which he 
ooneoled himself when he was in the office. I like to be profited by hia 
past experience. But I may be excused when 1 say that Mr. Hitter's 
sorry plight should be an object-lesson to those who are now in the offici*. 

* Mr. S. MAHBOOB ALEY: I thank the Hon'ble the Finam^e Meml>er 
lor his lucid statenjent in introducing the budget. Though it is some 
relief that we are not going to have a deficit year, we look in vain for any 
large jMjlicy for the welfare of the |H‘<»ple or for development of th«>se de- 
partments that are ccmcerned with l(H>king after public health or the 
ec’onomic welfare^ of the j>eople. 

In dealing with (uir finances we must always remeinlnT that out (»f the 
sources of revenue^ left to (»ur Frovima* a very considenilde part de))endH 
on our vi('es. The Kxri.se revenue depends on our drink ami narcotic 
habit, and Fourt-fecs depend upon our habit of litigation. 

1 think We all dcsin* tliat our (ic»veriuiieiit should so regulate our 
finuiK'ial policy as not t<» In* dependent for its upkeep on revenue derived 
from drink and uanofics, I'he evil of litigation hjis als«> IwH-ome wide- 
spread. lake the water hyacinth it is an evil of luxerious grow th. It is 
pauptuising the people. It fritters away their money aiol energies. It 
tends to set up man against man instead of setting them up shoulder to 
shoulder to work jointly for the common wedface and jirogress. Courts 
and lawyers may be useful, but th<»se that have the gcMnl of the country at 
lieart c'annot liut ilesin* that there should be less of law courts and lawyers, 
and they would Io<»k with satisfaction at the dwindling of revenue reulined 
from (’ourt-fees. 

What I find in the budget is a tendency on the part of (b>venimenl to 
keep on moving in the old grmjves. Theie is no mo\e!uent on the part of 
the (Government to strike out new paths. (b»verntnent ap|M*ars to think 
that India is at a standstill like .l({shua*s moon at Ajalon. 

India is advancing with rapid strides. But the system of administra- 
tion under which she is sought to Iw’ kept is framed to suit the time# 
when she -was immohile. There was a time when district communica- 
tions and sanitation, town management and either things were in tb« 
bands of (he executive officers. Since the iriHtitution of district lioards, 
local boards and municipalitie# a large part of the work has Wn taken 
mway from the bands of exec utive officers but their number has increased. 
The revenue work can l>e done very well by Deputy Collectors, We do not 
•ee why work which can be very^ well done by a less expensive agency 
ahonld have a highly paid agency merely for purpoaes of show. 
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I «hall Hay a few words about the Departmeut of Police. The expendi- 
ture is j?Towinff. But it cannot be said that the efficiency of the police 
services is increasing. The superior staff should be considerably reduced, 
&nd there should Im* better pay and prospects foj* the subordinate steff. 
I way not4^ in pasKin^ that in the superior gr^ades of. the police service 
there are very few MuHalmans. There are no Musalman Deputy Commis- 
sioners or Assistant Commissioners in the Calcutta Police. I request the 
(jrovernment to remedy this state of things at an early date. 

1 welcome the provision made in the budget for a Muhammadan Arts 
College. Our thanks are due to the Minister for this progressive step. I, 
would request my friends <d other communities not to look at the pro- 
posal from a communal point of view. We have all to face the fact that 
the Muharrnnadan community is numerically the largest community in 
Bengal. But they are educationally and economically hack ward. It i» 
necesnuy that special measures should he taken on hidialf of the State to 
^extend a helping hand so that a eommunity which is so imj>ortunl may 
come into line with the other eommunities, and all communities may 
work luiml in hand with equal raptd)ilities and equal opportunities for the 
common welfare. I would re(]ues( the sister communities not to grudge to 
the great Muhammadan <‘ommunity the hand of help and good fellowship 
which it fiecds iti the present stage of ith develojunerit. 

I regret that the public health of the Province lias reiadved such 
meagre attention from the (iovernment. Having regard to our deficien- 
cies in matters of health and edueation it was to he expected in the usual 
course that the (lovernrnent should take proper stejis to safeguard the 
inten'sts of the |M‘ople. But I am snrrv that praetically no advanee ha» 
been iiuule, and the people have been left ‘where they were. 

Mihvaj KumtrSRIS CHANDRA NANDY: It is surely gratifying 
to ntite that after three successive years of deficit budgets under the 
Reforms this the fourth vear there is a hmlget which is not a deficit one. 
The H on'ble the FinaiUM* Member has (deverly abstained from (’ulling it a 
Hurphis budget. Prosperous budget it (aniiot 1 m* called, beeause it doea 
not In'token pn>sperity <»f the people, inasmuc h as the heavy Provincial 
Taxation Bills im|Mised to meet the preniou** deficits have not been 
revoked and tlieir ( (msecjuent burden Ipis not been lightened. 

There is nothing in fact. Sir. in the budget which can ap|)eal to the 
imagination. No l>old projects involving rtM urring extH‘nditure have been 
IauiicIiihI in the Departments of Education, Sanitation, Agriculture and 
Industry' in the next finnucia) year. 

It is distressing to find that the provisions that have been made for 
the nation-building departments are quite meagre and unsatisfactory. 

Ah primary edut^ioii is admittedly the great need of India, it is dis- 
appointing to notice no progress adumbrated in that direction in tha 
budget. In particular, one would hax^e likc»d to know whether any stepa 
have^^n taken to give effet't to the ret'ornmendaiions of Mr. Biaa of 
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Edncationa] Service who had been, it is nnderstood, deputed to atudy the 
prebletn of primary education a« a whole. One cannot help hie dit* 
appointment when he finde that even on the general head of Education 
theije has been a slight i^eduction in the present budget on the very* 
admission of the Ilon’ble the Finance Member. It is di^cult to under- 
stand why the grant to the ralcutta University is not nmewed and how* 
the circumstances of this year difFej* from those of the last year when tho 
benefit of a grant was extended to that body. One cannot alst> ludp 
observing that the retrenchment effected in primary and secondary 
schools is no matter for eongratnlation, as it is calculated to retard tho 
microscopic progress that has hitherto been made in that ^lirection. 

For a hiif and popnlons Province like lh*ngal. Sir, 00 ihousaiida 
for iinpn^vement in rural water-supplies, and an e(|ual amount for anti- 
malarial measures and a similar sum for unti-kala-aRar o|»erationH and 
Its. l(J thousaiids for nnti-dndera pn)pn|>anda are eonsidennl men* dolm. 

On the head of Pul»li<‘ Health, Hs. VO tlmuHundH for maternity and 
child-welfare work and Us. *V/> thousands for safeguard against small-|)ox 
are e.\tremelY inadeijuate. eonsidering the large |H*rceniage of maternal, 
infant and small-pox iimrtality that hu.s been disclosed by figures supplied 
by the department itself at the last Ohilil-Widture Kvlnldtitm held in the 
Kden Gardens in January last. 

I cannot hut express my sincere ilisappointment when 1 conn* to under- 
takings proposed to he made in the Department of Agrieulturt' in Hm 
finuneial Near. Two district farms ami a vett-rinurv h(>spital are the 
only items mentifJiied in that direetion. Instead of frittering away our 
surpluHS on a host of smaller sc^jemes our first line of a«lvunce should 1)«> 
towards what would appear to 1 h* the prime necessity <if Indian progress — 
agricultural development, (tm* can hardly recognise that agfiiuilture ia 
the mainstay of the country, the hackUme at once of f>ur finances and ex- 
port trade, and our basic industry — when we see the small figure set down 
for l>eing expended on it. We might spend advis<Hny a great deal mon» 
on district farms, resean h Wfrrk and demonstration work. The sum 
allotted to co-operative jtropuganda should also h** largely added to in 
order t<» secure that consummation which Sir 1). Hamilton has so ably 
advocated the hrtiiging of co*o|>eration to the demr of every agricutturist. 

The grants made towards Ixtral S«df-G<»vernment are er|ually unsatia- 
factory and disap[K)inting. We have nowhere l»een told what prrivisiona 
have Wn made for establishing and maintaining ifidustrial, Uf'hnica!^ 
and technological institution*, notwithstanding the existence of a well- 
aUKtained Industry Ib'partmeiit and its costly paraphernalia. Surely, 
Sir, a small Demonstration Factory in W'eaving Institute at Serampom 
and a Survey Institute at Mainaniati art* not calculated to gratify the cry- 
ing needa of the Province for Industrial, Technical, and Vo<^ational edu- 
cation on i large scale. 
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While there is every prospect of an increase in the Land Revenue and 
while the new taxes on Stamps and Amusements promise a decent income, 
it is cruel to anticipate an increase under Excise, though that may be 
"obtained as vaguely put under present conditions and with improved 
means of administration.’^ Sir, we cannot shut our. eyes to the fact 
that augmentation in Excise revenue goes hand in hand with the moral 
degradation of the people. 

One important factor to which we have all anxiously looked forward in 
the coming budget, that is the retrenchment scheme. The Hon’ble the 
Finance Member Kas times and over again said that retrenchment has 
Wen effected considerably in such and such directions, but, unfortunately, 
nowhere he has told us explicitly what items have be<*n cut down and what 
aj)ecific unmunts have been retrenclunl on those heads. The Government 
flhould furnish Ihe public with a general review of the way and in which 
way econonu<'8 have Ix’en effected in each department in something like 
fair detail. It will then W seen which departments have home the brunt 
t»f the retrenchment and what other departments have failed to contribute 
their (piota. To me, Sir, it seems that deep cuts have nowhere been 
s»ffecte<l. Some of the big and unneeessar>' posts that were reconimended 
to be alMilislied still conrinue. Various unnm‘<sarv items of expenditure 
re(’ommeiided to t»e d<me away with are still maintained. The police 
fX[>eiiditurc was rec<»mmended to be restricted to Hs. 2f) lakhs 20 thousands 
und 8 hundreds. Hut what do we find in the present bmigetl' An 
increased grant of Hs. 9 lakhs 44 thousands over the e^'timate of 192*h24. 
Similarly, under Land Hevenue, the Retrenchment C(»mmittee recom- 
mended Us. 4 lakhs, but the Hon'hle the Finance MemWr demands an 
udditi<mal sum of Hs. 0 lakhs 20 thou.sands over the n*vised estimate of 
192'h24 whieh stood at Hs. 29 lakhs 97 thousands. Ender (leneral Ad- 
ministnitiou, the ('ommittee recommended a net rtvluction of Hs. 4 lakhs 
10 thousands, hut the ILurhle the Finance MemWr shows an inerease of 
Its, 19 thousands over the nnised estimate of the last year. Under 
Irrigation, the (^^mmittee reconinieiided a net reduc tion of Hs. ‘t lakhs 

thoUvHnnds by suggesting menUvS c»f iiicrcnise of revenue from Tolls and 
Fees. Hut the Hon’hle the l'iiiunc*e Member wants under this head an 
ideiitic'iil sum in ndditioii to the revjHecl estimate of 192*V24. All these 
items of expcuiditure g<» to shc*w tcc what extent the Finance Department 
■are ready to carry out (he recommendations of the Retrenchment 
CJommittee. 

On the whole, Sir ,the budget estimates have Wen quite uusatisfaetory 
and disaptHunting. A rtmgh ealeulaticm of the figures shows that while 
about Hs. 0 crores have Wn allottcMl to the whole of the Transferred 
department, an alloeation of about Rs. 5 erores has been made to Police 
and General Administration and Administration of Justice beads of tlie 
Reserved tubjeets. From the people#’ |»oiai of view this is really aa 
incongruous state of things. 
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• JU recommended by a resolution in a previous year, if at least 40 per 
cent, of the receipts have been awarded to the Transferred subjecta, the 
budget would have gone somewhat towards meeting }>opular aspirations. 

U needs no gainsaying. Sir. that increased taxes on Stamps and Court-* 
fees put a high premium on every-day legal transactions and litigation in 
general throughout the whole Provinee. The budget would have l>een 
a popular budget if the two Taxation Bills could have Iveen withdrawn. 
And it would have added farther to its p<ipularity if the budget have 
been so framed that tbe tem}>orary nMmssjon of Us. (I'l lakhs, alhiwed by 
the Central Government and alwint which so much nerwusness is ladrayed, 
could have been easily forke<l out from the receij>ts for jmyment whenever 
demanded. 

Nothing would l>e impractiiable. no hoj^e would be unrealised, no 
scheme would be unfulfilled, if the framers of the budgt‘t would realise 
what the people really wanted and what rtmlly conduced to their well- 
Ix'ing. Drastic cuts in the (tcneral Administration and the Police 
expenditure and a slight iinHlificatioM and adjust inent of ex]»enses 
here and there would for mere sake of an exiwuiment bring alH)ut 
the desired state of things. 

M«iii¥i TAYEBUODIN AHMED: I rise to ussfM’iate iuvs<df with 
what has already bts-n siiiil by somo ol the ineinUTs of this Ilouw* in 
order to voice tin* .M'ntiments of the people of inv district. Agriculture 
i.s the economic stand-l)y f>f tbe |H*opIe of the Mymensingh distrii t; the 
cultivators in giowinir jxKuer and jMuirei day bs day, be is shuggling for 
his very existeTjce. he is dyirig of hunger, thirst and disease; but the 
Ooverninent is i\ot making an>* serious attempt to improve Ids lot. If 
the Government really wafit to do any g<xxl tc» the country thev should 
help the raivat in Ids jHivertv, remove his ignomm-e and improve the 
sanitary condition of the cultivator. Sir, you will have to take him out 
of the money-lendei *s haml and he sionild be projected against cnbanced 
rent and illegal demands (»f tbe lamllords and tf» lemove Ids ignc»ranre ho 
ahould be given immarv e<luratioTi, fVee and compulsory. For tbe 
impmvement of sanitary condition. Sir, you will have tf» bM>k after gtaxl 
water-supidy and drainage. There* an* some I half and rivers in the dis- 
trict of Mymensingh tliat have l»Ct*n silted up on account ut re[iealo<l 
earthquakes, the consequence In'iiig pestilen<‘e ami diseaw* in the bawlity, 
the re-excavation of these khalt and rivers will do incalculable gtxxl to 
a very largl* |»opulation of my district, the biggest in Bengal. But one 
becomes quite despondent when he seen the allotment on these beads to 
be staggeringly small and miserably iriade<{uate. 

You know the unsatisfactory condition of the agricultural community 
is a most serious danger to any Govemmeiit. Tbe people have come to 
realiie that the Government is quite unsympathetic and unwilling to 
concede to these legitimate demands of tbe peof^e of the anintry and 
€OiiiM<{aetitly there is the ciy’ for Swaraj and Swaraj is the only pan|cea. 
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The Horrble the Finance Member hag with a rejoicing said : Excise 
revenue has Wen coming in well with the improvement# In administra- 
tion." But the Government should recognise that the Excise revenue 
•is a revenue derived from the degradation and-moral ruin of the people 
of the country’, therefore it is not an improvement in administration 
hut an improvement in the humiliation of administration. I am speak- 
ing from my own experience that the.Govemment is trying its level best 
to increase the numWr of onn ‘)a smokers in the rural areas. Instead 
of devising nuHins to check the spread of consumption of these intoxi- 
cants among the |KH>rer clasw's, more shops are Wing opened. In- 
stances are not wanting where shoj>8 have t>een set down near schools. 
Some effective niensuies should he taken to find remedy for this evil. 

One word ahotit education and I shall finish. There is no denying 
of the fact tlmt MusalnianH an* very backward in education. If the 
MuHalmans do not make more progress in education, I fear they shall 
not W able to keep pace with their Hindu hrethren in political matters. 
In Wealth, in edtn atiem and public spirit, our Hindu brethren have got 
greater advantage, so a sjH'cial res|ionsihiHty lies with them for the 
educational jirid p(vlitical advancement of the Musalmans. Maulvi Md. 
Nunil Hu<| Chaudhury said the other day that there is no necessity for 
a Muhammadan Arts (’ollege. Hen* I differ from him. An Arts 
(\dlege is a necessity, a crying necessity, I am not so much c*<mcemed 
whether it comes into existence iitider the present Govennnent or 
und(‘r the Swaraj Govennnent, hut the sooner it is estuhlished the 
Wlter, To m> mind it is the d\ity of everyone to make the utmost 
endeavour to spread educaticui amongst the Musalmans Wcause with 
the spread of education the shadow of ‘sus]>icion and distrust l>etwwn 
the Hindus ami Musalmans and also lM[*twe<m the Government and the 
piM>ple will disapjsNir and greater confidence and gmKl-will will W 
suhstituted. Kdiication amongst the Musalmans can no longer W 
neglecte<l hecnu-»e even under the Swaraj Gr^verninent they will have to 
satisfy the huist test in <»rder t^ enjoy the promised advantage regard- 
ing services nml I am not sure what will he that least test. So all 
attempts slunild Im^ made to give facilities for Mtihammadan education. 

Mr. lYED M. MA8IH S I am not ashamed to confess that within 
the short time alh»wed to us to study the budget I do not find it humanly 
{Kwsihle for me to do juntice to it and far less to make any effective 
criticism at this stage. Whatever observations I now make I gather 
from the very lurid speech of the Hon’ hie the Finance Member with 
which be presented the budget the other day. Going tbrougli that 
speech a* CHrcfuUy as I could 1 find that the outstanding feature of the 
budget is the proviwon made for new schemes to the extent of aWui 
Rs. 86 lakhs. However gratifying that feature may be I am sorrv’ to 
aay it has not struck me to have been detailed with sufficient sense of 
respcgsihility of the Goveniment to the people. Whether the whedo 
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or only a part of the Government be responsible to the people, we all 
know that the Government exist for the jwople, and in whatever fonn 
it may manifest itself its responsibility on this one i>oint cannot for a 
moment be minimised. If this pro|)osition is once admittinl then 1 • 
feel no hesitation ‘in assei^inp that the budjret whic'h has Wn presented 
to the Council di8clo8e.s a lamentable sense of iiTesi)ousil)ility tt)wa!ds 
the well-beinj?* of the people at large. 

Times without number both in this Council and elsewhere the mem- 
bers have impressed upon the executive authorities of the Government 
the ne'cessity of introducing free and compulHor>* •]>rimary education 
throughout the country — a need which to my mind throws everything 
else in the background and in this view, I Indieve even my friends 
opposite will also agree with me. In the circumstances, it took my 
breath away when I found provision Wing very light-luMirtedly mad© 
of a lakh of rupees for the supply of iion cots and mos(|uito nets for th© 
pcdice and not a rupee added to the usual grant made for primary hIu- 
cation in the Province year after year. This, Sir, 1 must confess is 
beyond my comprehension. 

I Wlieve this Council wouhl not have pardoned my friend the Hon’ble 
the Minister for Education for having ugieed to a compromise of this 
character, but considering the fact that he had hardly Ix^en in office a 
month Wfore he was ('ailed uf»on to formulate his demands, I for one 
leave him alone witli a wonl of sympathy in his favour. If, however, 
there be anv chaiKX* of revising the present fioliey, T beg of him to exert 
all his influence and to impress u|mn the Finance Memln'r this claim 
of priinarv education with all the vigour atid emphasis at his ('ommand. 

I^l»eaking on the edufational grants, 1 think, I W(»uld W doing an 
injustice to the Ibm’ble the Minister for FMucation if as a r«^pn*wmta- 
tive of the Muhaiuniadan eommunity I were m^t to exim.*ss my grati- 
fication at his having securtKl a provision of a lakh of rujieea for a 
Muhammadan Arts ('ollege in Calcutta— a thing to which tho Muharo- 
madans of Calcutta and the whole Province have Wen looking forward 
for the last 9 or 10 years ~a thing to which I Wlieve the Hon’lde tho 
Minister himself has Wen l(K>king forward since the time he first entere<l 
the Council. I congratulate him op his succ«^s« at last. 

I shall not take up the time of the (Vnincil in discussing other sub- 
jects, Wause memliers have «tK>ken on every conceivable aubjeci and a* 
I myself do* not Wlieve in sniffing at everything and catching nothing. 
I concentrate*! my attention on this one jioint alone, and I say if thoOov- 
emmenl are mindful towards the woll-Wiiig of the masses they will at 
least demonstrate their sympathy in a prottical way by making os large 
a grant os they possibly can for the early introductioa in this country of 
free and com^lsory primary education. Sir, in reply to a question of 
mine regarding the introduction of free primar>’ education in the country, 
the Hon’ble the Minister for Education gave me, I cannot say an evjfive 
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answer, but an unsatisfactory answer. I was told that the local bodies 
had ali'cfldy had powers to introduce free primary education within their 
jurisdiction and if they had not done their duty Govemmenf cannot • 
* comi)el them to do so. Sir, it strikes me as though the Government is 
not at all serious in asking the local liodies to do their duty for most 
of these local liodies, we know, have not fund enough to keep their street 
lamps burning even in dark and moonless nights. This to my mind is 
shirking a great resiwnsibility which I feel all responsible Governments 
ought to undertake if they want to impress upon the masses that some- 
thing is being done towards their welfare. The masses are not inter- 
ested in anytliing else — they are interested mainly in their agriculture 
and they are anxious to educate their children. These are, no doubt, 
the paramount tieeds of the country'. Sir, if I were in the position of 
the Finance Memlrer I would have put as much as I could under this 
head and I am sure the country would have been grateful. 

Befort^ 1 resume my seat I want to impress upon all the members of 
this ('ouncil the ne<’essity of intensifying their energies on this one ques- 
tion as by doing this alone we can achieve some tangible result of our 
a<’tivities in this ('oiincil. Sir, eveiyone will agnu' w ith me that so long 
as the muss<*s are Ktee|>ed in ignorance it is useless to talk of awakening 
pilitical consciousness in them. 

KumirSHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: There might W consider- 
able difference of opinion alsmt congratulating the Ilon’ble Mr. Donald 
(jU his financial abilities; hut my congrattilations to the Hou*hlo the 
Finaui’e MemlK*r are Irecause of his brilliant budget speech, lK>th for its 
literary style and the cleverness with ‘which he tries to outwit us. I 
must give hinj credit for providing us with a neries of sensational thrills 
from In^ginning to end. (Mice he raises ouf^hojies high, W'e are going to 
have a siiqdus budget, the Ministers wmild now l)e able to Wgin- their 
naticm-huilding woiks, from all our sources of income torrents are pour- 
ing in and so ftvrth; hut next he damps our spirits by saying that it is 
dntgs and litigation which are the most flourishing sources of revenue; 
and ivgarding the surplus he hastens to tell us that we must not touch 
it for nation-hiiildiiig punmses, for it is destined to he swallowtnl up by 
new-fangbMl schemes like Howrah Bridge and so forth. So, alas, our 
eunvnt revenues must pnnide Iwth for ordinary expenses of adminis- 
tration and huge capital exiiendituiy like police buildings and widening 
of Madaripur Bhil route — though I do not know why the*name of 4he 
Madaripur Bhil route has Wn changed to the lower Kumar River, per- 
haps again to dw'eive us. And. Sir, if hopes had been raised in us that 
our Ministers’ schemes would he given effect to when they onoe break 
through their chrysallis stage, a remote possibility no doubt, our hopes 
in the next sentence are dashed to the ground. Really. Sir, what an 
artist the Hon’hle Mr, Donald is! What brilliant display or light and 
ah^e. And our Finance Member is a clev'er man, too, mamenvring 
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wiiii the greatest skill aad circumspection. Fcmt he carried us with him 
in affecting aU-round cuts lost year and maiiage<i to earn our gratitude 
fbr economic management. But. in the next year’s budget, we find that 
the cuts are vanishing frpm the reserved departments and only those in* 
the Ministers* Departments being grantinl a permanent place. And the 
Hon’ble t]ie Finance Member is ready with his reasons tcH>, for when in 
the reserved department he wants to make the cuts whole, he hemoona 
their crippled conditions and laments over their h>ssof efficiency: while in 
leaving alone the trnnsferreil departments, be points to their contented 
mother, the amenalde Minister, and expects us to keep quiet. 

He is however nuignanimous enough to allot H«. HG lakhs to new 
schemes from our current revenue, of which, if we <'om|mre the budget 
estimates of the < urrenf year with those of tho next, it will wM*n that 
only alsmt Rs. 11 lakhs have Wen d«ded out to the nation-buildinjjf 
departments. The Imdgtd estimates fd 192d-24 under the heads " Edu- 
cation, Medi< al, Public Health, Agriculture and Industries ” amounts t^ 
Rs. lakhs, and the estimates for the next year under those heads 

come up to Rs. 240 lakhs. Thus, nlsuit Rs. 1 J lakhs have Wm provided 
for new schemes. To this alumt R<. 91 lakhs have to W addc^l for fresh 
brick and mortar activities pn»vided in the bu<lgef, bringing the t(»tBl 
to Rs. 11 lakhs as 1 have said already. This is n^ally dcplonihle. Thun 
with regard t(H the investment on brick and mortar, I am constrained to 
say that this only Itenefits the pfH>ple living in the towns, whereas tho 
time has come when it is absolutely ne<Tssar>’ for m iH>puliir (lovernment 
to r*»ach tlie masses and bring relief t<» tbe villagt' folk. Tlie Govern- 
ment ought to IsMir in mind that by fur the great majority of us haro 
Wen n*turn<*«l to this (\»uTjcil by niriil electorates ami it is our puraiiumnt 
duty to attend to their needs first. We therefore w^ant that largt'r and 
larger amounts should W allotted to niriil water-supjdy, anti-malarial 
measures and anti-kala-axar campaign. But, fatuy a paltry sum of 
Rs. f»0,000 have Wn nllottn! to rural water-supply and another 
Rs. 50.900 to anti-knla-axnr campaign ! Such callous treatment of niral 
nee<ls as rompJirtHl to lavish exia»ns4*s on nurses’ (pinrters, ft»r tar maca- 
damising the Strand Road, and ronstniction of new roads in the Duam 
only embitter our feelings. And the reason assigned by the Finance 
Memln^r for this differfmtial treatment is that expenses on rural need* 
are of a recurring character and those on nurses’ quarters are of a non- 
fe<'UtTifig character; and as it is bad principle to spend the sundns on 
projects involving recurring exf»enses he wcmld rather allot Rs. 10 lakhs 
to nurses’ quarters than provide more than Rs. 60,000 for rural water* 
supply. Beautiful logic indecnl! Sir, I have no quarrel with him if h# 
has a soft corner in his heart tor tW nurses, but I surely differ from him 
if he thinks that rural water-supidy is an item invfdving recurring ex- 
penses. I maintain therefore that there is not the least justificatiem for 
this neglect of an urgent rural need unless it W that our Ministers are 
iliaid of incurring the displeasure of de /nefo pijwers and have ng^ the 
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courage to presM their daims. The belated outburata .of our ex-Mmis- 
ter« certaiuly illuatrate their helplessness before the Fii^nce Member 
and if that really be the condition in the Department of Finance, it is 
•high time that we should put some check on his arbitrary authority. In 
the pre-Refonn days we had a strong Finance Committee which hAped 
the Finance Department in making the allotments and if my informa- 
tion is cx)rrect, we have such a Committee at Delhi too. So I do not 
see any reason why we should not have such a Committee here specially 
when we see that so long a)i in office the Ministers, even men like our 
good old Nawab Sahib and the sober Mr. Mitter who denounced the 
Finance Dejiartment the other day, dare not show any fight with the 
Finance Meralwr but much rath(»r evince a tendency for tenaciously 
sticking to their office at any cost and so submit to the whims of the strong 
man of the Finance Department, 

Talking of Ministers, Sir, I cannot help alluding to a peculiar thing, 
and I do not? know what 1 shall attribute it to. For in the first budget 
after the Kefonns, we found the Ministers* salary placed as a noi|^-vjDied 
item in a Reserved Department, But thanks to the Solicitor-Q^iSirlcI:* 
in England it was placed later on as a voted item, but still in thfe 
Reser>’(Ml Deixirtment and so subject to certification. But this year we 
find a still further change. It is a voted item in the transferred dejwrt- 
meni ami so fiw from the trammels of ct*rtification I Change in the 
angle of vision or ftirtlier advice from the Solicitor-General P And, Sir, 
if our kind ami TIon’hle the Finance Meml)er has conceded so far, why 
does he not go a bit farther, and bring the svstem on a par with the 
English Barliamentaiy' practice where each Minister demands his own 
salary P For, otherwise, for the sins of one, all do suffer. However, 
Sir, we welcome this change, and eagerly expecting the next we hope 
the Ministers Uw would note this change* and lu't a(‘cordingly. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: The budgtH for the ensuing 
year has Ihhmi descrilK*d in scmie (inartcrs as a surplus budget. The 
margin, however, is so narrow that U y<»u allow for slight inaccuracie# 
in the details the so-cuIUmI surplus b'ulget may really tuni out to be 
a defii it budgi't. Besides, the eornlitioio are so different in unhappy 
India iind in this unhappy provinee t>f Bengal fft>m those of other 
ooimiries whore the fiimnees are under }X)pular <‘ontrol, that even a real 
surplus budget does not always afford an ot'easion for congratulation. 
For no sooner do you realise <»r exjjeet to realise^ -a surplui than your 
rulers l>egiu to indulge in expenditure which is either wholly or in 
part wasteful. Our Finance Member, in the expectation of a surplus, 
and in view of the fact that there is a cunsiderable balance on hand, feeb 
justified in embarking on new acb ernes, and earmarks for the purpose 
Bs. 88 lakhs. Some of these schemes, it is admitted, will involve 
recurring ex|>endituie. But what will happen if the financial situation 
becH^ies difficult uext year? The Finance Member says that these 
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•ekemet are urgent and important in adminifitration and for development 
and progress.* I am a layman uninitiated in the mysterious of Govern- 
mental business, and it would certainly lie reganled as a presumptuous 
on piy part if I attempted to give my opinion on questions relating to 
administration. But the House will, I am sure, agree with me when 
I say that the wonls development " and “ progress ” bear in the 
Anglo-Indian official dictionary ^^leinings different fn>m those they 
bear in ordinary parlance. A few of the schemes atlumbrateii by 
the Finance Meml»er may be Wneficial to the country, but as regards 
the majority of them 1 am not rcmvimwl that they uill in any way 
conduce to the welfare of the jH'ople. 

A few words may here be said iilKiut the principle and |>olic\ of 
nUM-ting onlinary e\|HMiditim' nut <»f the halaiu'es, The history of the 
depletion of the Imlanees of this I’rovinee is, I Udieve, known to 
memlMos of this (''(oim il. Wlien the (hivernmeni of India Act of lilltl 
was passe<l, Bengal had a larg«‘ aceumulated latliuiee, amounting to 
no less a figure than Its. d cron^ 41 lukhs. But us a eombined lesult 
of the intHMltietion (»f the Iteforms and the iw'eeptanee of the Meston 
Award, the annual expenditun* gn*atly excesuhnl the annual n'venue. 
nml the conse<|uent <leficit ha<l to Iw made up by drawing very largely 
ujMui the hnlaijces. It should Iw* iememU*re(l in this <'onne('tion that 
the halames (onsisted mainly of funds wt apart for subjects iamiuM tinl 
with what are culhal “ the natioti-huilding departments.” But for 
what purfuises were tliev s|)ent in For currying on the 

ordinarv' work of administnition. in other wonls, for the Isuiefit ehiefly 
of the secretariat, the indice, jthe prisons, and so forth. AVas it fair, 
1 ask? Was it just? Was it consistent with gomi iwdiiy? No. ttne 
cannot help dewrihing such action as a misapplication of the public 
revenues. 

It may la* objecte<l that I am harping on the past. But the same 
jMiliiy is going to la' reja'ated in future. You stane the de[mrtments 
whi<h are intimately ronn<N t4Hl with the welfare of the country anrl 
gather up a surplus, and then ilevote it to objects which may la? dear 
to your heart hut which the public does not want. In the current year’s 
budget, in the hope of realising a suiqilus certain supplementary 
demands are being placed ladore the (koincil. To what de[mrimeot do 
these demands relate? Dfa-s any of the nation-building department* 
such as eiigcation, sanitation, or industrial development figure promi- 
nently in the supplementary^ estimates? No. The favoured lubjecU 
are jmlice^ buildings, the British Empire Exhibition, and so on. 

I desirq to enter my emphatic protest against ibis jKiIiry of fritterin^t 
away the balances. And wbat I suggest is this. Let a certain amount, 
say Rs. 50 lakhs, be fixed as the minimum provincial balance, and lei 
any sum that may be left over and above this lie set apart ao as U 
constitute a Special Fund, to be devoted to some urgent public need oi 
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the Province. The membera of the Council will, I am sure, agree with 
me in holding that sanitation is the most important problem of Bengal 
at the present moment and on the solution of this problem depends the 
"very life of the nation. But no sanitary improvement is possible with- 
out large capital expenditure. I, thoiefore, urge that the provincial 
balance be utilized for this purpose, and to this Sanitation Fund be 
added every year whatever surplus, may be available. A change of 
policy in the direction I have indicated will not only be welcomed by 
the |)eo])le as the dawn of an era of sound financial management but 
will confer a lasting benefit on the people. 

The Hon’ble the Finance Member claims credit for his department 
and the other departments of the Government for having retrenched the 
exiKuiditure to a very large extent. In so far as an attempt has been 
made to avoid wasteful expenditure, he has my full support. But, it 
is woitby of note that the knife h.ns l>een applied ruthlessly, to use 
the words of an ex-Minister, to the tiansferred departments. Nor can 
1 overlook the fact that the policy of retrenchment has be(*n carried 
out with great care and circums[)e(“tion so as not to entail the aboli- 
tion of any of the highly paid posts. Let me take an illustration. In 
the Dejmrtment <jf Industries, the services of all the highly paid 
officers, such as the Director, the Dejnity Director, the Industrial Engi- 
neer, etc., have been retained, but the five Indian Superintendents who 
weiv drawing Its. oi Us. .‘100 each and were doing important work 
have, nhuig with a miml)er of clerks and iH'ons, Wn dismissed. 

('oming to the ensuing year’s budget, we find that the usual ratio 
iH'tween the two halves of the Government has been carefully main- 
tained. In the revisefl estimates for the current year, the expenditure 
on the resened side is Us. 6 ci'on‘8 70 lakhs, and on the transferred side 
Us. (Tores 315 lakhs. The provision for the coming year is Us. 6 
crores 95 lakhs for the reserved depurtmenta and Us. 3 crores 47 lakbs 
for the transferred. These figures are significant in this that they 
prove that in the opinion of the Government the reserved departmenta 
are at least twice as important as the transferred departments. It 
should Ik* remeiuWred in this connection that some of the transferred 
subjects are not really connei'ted with the well-being of the jieople. 
Anyway, the time has come when the (’ouncil must urge with all the 
emphasis at its command that the distinction between these two halves 
of the Goveniment must K(» entirely alwlished. 

The entirt' budg<»t is so disapiMiinting nay, exasperating — that it is 
useless to diiK'uss its details at any length. I will, therefore, content 
myself with only a few oWrvations on the most im|>ortant subjects. 
An increase has been i»itn*uied for General Administration in the 
budget, while the police has been indulgently treated. The increase 
under the latter head is, it should be noted, for supervision charges. 
But this need not cause any surprise, for supervision, and not work, is 
the ^mary concern of the British Indian system of administration. 
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As regards Education, the Hon'ble the Pf*nance Member confesses— 
I hope with a sense of shame^-that the provision made in the ensuing 
year’s budget is leas than the expenditure of the curreni year. Certain 
European and schtmis have receiveil substantial grunts, 

and I do not envy their good luck. I am also glad that the Dacca 
University has obtained Its. 9 lakhs. 1 eitnicstly desire that a 4Hmtre 
of culture should grow up in the eastern part of this Province, But 
when I find that neither a non-recurring grant nor an ailditioual re<*ur- 
ring grant has been made to the Ualcutta University 1 cannot help 
feeling that a great injusth'e has been done. It there a single menther 
in this Council who will not stnmgly condemn the attitude of those 
who se(‘k to starve an institution which has la^eti pitalucing scholars 
of world-wide fome — one of whom has rf*cently l)een ele<de«l a Fellow 
of the Poyal S«»ciety of lyondoti an institution which we all wish, 
*-h<Juld be the pride and glory not only of Heiigul but the whole of 
India, Higher education is an expi'nsive affair, and it i*an never Iw 
made a success unh‘ss large grants are nnule by the State for this pur]>ojH'. 
I ho|H\ therefore, that it is not too late now to provi<le for a lum- 
rccuriing grant of Its. 1} lakhs to ct'ver the ileficit of the Ualc'utta 
Univeisity and a n»< urnng additional grant of a similar amount for 
jnirjHtscs of impnjveinent. 

Nmhing ( an Ik* mon* n^grettable than that there should Is* a decn'ose 
of Itf. 14 lakhs in expenditure on the transfeiTinl side of siH'ondary 
education and a decn^ase of Us. ‘>*7 lakhs on the tninsferr»Hl side of 
piirnaiy ((lucation. The Finance Mernln^r refeis to two luw schemes 
in the Department of Industyies, namely, the erection (d » small 
demonstration fact<jry in the Serumpore Weaving Institute and the 
constiuction of a |K*rmaiient building for the Surrey Srlimil at Maine* 
mail. When this imjioitant subjint of industry is receiving such 
earnest attention at the hands of our fuiteiiial Government, iioIkmIv ikhmI 
despair of the industrial future of the province! 

[At this stage the memlier reached the tinns-limit, but he asked 
for two minutes more to finish his speech.] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry I cannot allow you any more time, 
Dr. Banerjea. You have arrived at a full stop, and it is the most 
convenient point to conclude. 

f 

Dr. MOHINI MOHON DAS addressed the Council in Bengali. The 
translation of his speech is as follows : — 

I am afraid that my language may not be understood by any one 
here with the single exception of Bhab Erodadul Hact. It ia a mtsfor* 
tune of the country that though this Council is the Ouncil of Bengal 
and of the Bengalis, yet it is filled up by men who are ignorant of the 
Bengali language, for which there is no room here. ^ 


II . 
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The bud^t, too, whUh we are going to discuss here, is drawn up 
by a i>eriion who is i)erhap8 ignorant of Bengali and who has had no 
opportunity of acquainting himself with the language, ideas and wants 
*of the masses of the country. 

We fail to understand the result of such discussion. The budget 
was not prejMired by any of us, nor would the resolutions, carried by us 
in this House after discussion, be binding upon Government; the Gov- 
emuitMit would anange for expenditure according to their wishes. And 
yet for the purpose of such discussion, so many talented persons of 
Bengal, whose time is valuable (have assembled here and) have l)een 
for (he lust thiw days holding discussions on it. Again, the verj* elec- 
tions for this ('ouncil cost us more than 4 lakhs of rupees, whereas we 
Hw that just similar elections, namely, the elections for the Bengal 
Prr^vincial Congress (Committee cost only Its. 400 or even less than that. 

Lust year, though a large sum of nioney was sanctioned for tlie edu- 
cation of the depressed clas.ses, yet ultimutely the Goveniinent were 
prejwinHl to siumd only Rs. ‘i.OfM) (?). This year I find no such sum 
nu’iitioruMl in the budget, and 1 thank Govoniment for this. For, it 
knowTj to all to-day what lumefit is derive<l from such education. Do 
Government think that the depresswl classes have harl their fill of 
eduiation or, Umt they d(» not deser^'e it, or was the grunt which was 
ma(h’ last unit, due to other causes!^ Iluring the stonny days of the 
Bengal Partition, nderemes made to the favourite and unfavourite 
queens and hy (’renting separate int(*r(*sts f(»r (our) Moslem brethnm, 
a division was effected among the j>eopl(^ of this country*. If anylKnly 
thinks now that the grant of the last yerr was made with the sole object 
of winning over the vast community of the d(‘pre.ssed classes, during 
(he non-co-(>peration agitation , what have we to say in reply to that? 
Gtluu wise, why hivs the grant Ireen stopped after only one year? Many 
fieoph' thifik that a ]dot of land was acquired for a college for ruir 
Moslfun hn'thren neven years ago; and that afterwards when, concentra- 
ting U|^on the Khilafat agitation, they marched on the way to Swaraj, 
then there came a lakh of ru|M'es. Some people think that the sum of 
Rs. 20,000 mention(*d aln^ve and the grant for the college for Mcvshmis 
were sanctioned with the samef object. 

We hav(' l»een surprised to find the grant for Primary Fxluration 
r«‘du('ed hv R.s. 27,000 If we had Swaraj Oovemment, we would )>ave 
sanctioned two crores for this purpose. Ninety-five per dent, of the 
impulation of thi« country live in the ullages and are illiterate: it is 
Primarv* Education which they require. It is absolutely impos.sible for 
them to come to the towns for their e<lucation. This year, nearlv ten 
and a half lakhs of ruiees have Wn allotted to the Dacca and Calcutta 
Universities in the budget. What l>enefit will the poor illitenite 
people derive fn>m this? Whv should their money, which is like life, 
hloodi hd spent for the luxury of education on such an extensive scale? 
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Tlie town universitieit, maintained at such huge expenditure, ^rve only 
to produw a number of officers to supjwrt and earr>’ on the Government. 

Next (‘omes the Police. This dejwrtment tnwts nearly two (‘roren of 
ru|)ees. What need is there for us, rural agriculturists, for the jH»lice?# 
TheVhaukidars and the jmiu hayets are enough tor our pur|M)ses. When 
police officers, higher than these, come to us, they come as a storm, as 
ji veritable danger. Life lx‘Oomes extremely misemble to pltnise them. 
We get no money to drain our bln^els, no money to enable us to deTetid 
ourselves against the attacks of rnulurla ami kabi-azar, yet wo have to 
sj>end nearly two crores of ruin^es for the jwdice. ^ 

We neeil food for our Mtoinachs, medit ine when we are ill, and e«lu- 
cation. But IikhI ^e have not got in our st4»niachH, and medicine wo 
cauiiot get in our illness. The money pioviibni in the bmlget this 
\ear toi the supply of imnlicine is, as Dr. Bidhau ('hundra Boy, an 
t xperieiKH'd and well-kn4)wn j>hysi< ian, says, ju^t enough for three d.iys' 
-u) pi> fru* the numbt'r of inTsons who undergo inedit al 1*-ealinein in 
this countr>’. We have h(‘ard tha* in some disjauisaries in th' mufa'*'‘al, 
in lever (uses, tin* (bs tois, aft«*r putting tm‘dicines into the phials with 
the do'.e*! marked thert'on, advise tlie patients t(» “ buy (piinine fiom 
tile ]*ost office ami take it.” 

In the world, (lu* relxdlion of (he belly is the imwl serious rels'llion. 
W(‘ wani (noenunent that if (he vast, inert mii.sses, who ari* tin* images 
(d (rod. ate di-turlM'd and roused in this manner — if (he hungry men 
and woiiH'n are awakemsl -a terrible disaster Udall this ('ountiv, 
so<iet\ will Is* (lentroved and the centre of tin* administration of the 
Slate* will Is* dislocatiHl. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: tirdci. order I want to bring it to the notice 
of memls*rs fwfjoc I adj(»uni tin* IIoum for 15 nnmite's that I ►bull 
bring this debate* to a c](*se this aftirnoon m> far as the nonnjtlicial 
members aie concc'ined. We will adjourn now for 15 minute** until 
f»-25 r.M, an*l the n<»use v^ill then reassemble and sit up to 7-v'5. 
To-morrow I shall eall u^»n the M*‘mU*is of (ont riimeut to reply. 

[Here the (’oumil was adjoiirm*^! f(»i 15 minutes.] 

After (he adjournment. 

BMni MANMATHA NATH ROY: I have very seriotm doubia 
whether any useful purj»os«* is i«*r.*ed h\ a general discussion of the 
budget. It M*ems to produce no effec t on the Government. It apjM*art 
to me to be a cry in the wilderness so long as the present system eon- 
tinues and the dxarchy dr>es not go. I was not a memlier of the last 
Council, but on bmkiug into the pr(a*rt(*difigs of the (Vmiicil at the tirnu 
of the general disiuissioii of the budget alaiul a year ag»», I find that 
almost all the elected meinliers sounde*! a note of disappdjintment. It 
was felt that although the Go%*ertiineiit had exploited all noureiss of 
revenue, and hail iroj>ose<l additional taxes tritb a view to provide fund# 
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for tLe uatum'building departments, no progress had been achieved, and 
that so long as the policy was not changed — so long as a response from 
the whole Government in all its departments, transferred hnd resened, 
^j(l not come, there was no possibility of room for any improvement 
or development. It was also felt that the administration, since *tbe 
Iteforms were introduced, had become very' expensive and top-heavy and 
there ought to Ihj cuts at the top. These two questions appear to me 
to l>e of essential imiK)rtance. The policy ought to be changed, there 
ought to he res(H)nse from the whole Oovenimont, and there ought to 
he cuts at tlie t(»p. I ank the Hon’ble the Finance Member what evi- 
deiK'O is furnished by the figuies in the budget that has V>een presented 
to us that there has Imhmi any substantial resjwjnse from the Government? 
We find that this (V)uncil has always objected to an increase in expendi- 
tuie in the Polue Dejairtmeut ; notwithstanding that, an additional 
grant of Us. 10 lakhs has been demanded. Another additional grant of 
I(s. 6 lakhs has hwn demanded for nurses’ quarters. The nurses may 
be in the gocxl books of the bureaucracy, but while all these demands 
are theix\ w'e find that only half a lakh has been demanded for anti- 
malarial measures all over the Presidency. 

Is this any evidence of a ihuuge ot pidicy or lesjxmsc from the 
Governinent? I will also ask the Finance Memln'r what retrenchments 
hav(‘ In^en offectivl at the top? Uwcntly a it‘s(dution was passoil in 
this (’oiinril that the post of the Director of Publii Instruction slnuild 
lx* abolished. 1 found in the CaU utUi Hdzvttt' yesterday that a raeniWr 
of the Indian Educational Service had l»een ap|K)inted to ofBciate for 
the lute Dr. Dunn. Is this any evidence of resjMinsc* or that the Gov- 
ern uient is an.xiiuiH to efT^n t retrenchnienj ? We hear that the Hon'hle 
the Mahiirujadhiraja Bahadur of Bunlwan vacates his office within the 
next few months. It is rumotirtal that appointment will l)e made in 
his plui'e. Would it not lie a dtxiirahle economy, if in place of four 
res(«rv4xl departments we htiva three, and the w'ork that used to he done 
in thixM* four departments were divided Rmongst these three? What 
I feel is that if we want to have money for the.se nation-building 
dei»aiiinent«, we have to effect ndrenchments and no appreciable retrench- 
ni(*nt can effts ted unliMis we have cuts at the top. We oppose the 
budgid Ixa auw' we want the Goveriiment to change its policy, we want 
the Govenimeni to re8i>oud to this Council, not the Government in 
its transferred departments alone, hut the Government as a whole. 

Sir, I do not (impose to go into details, but theje is one 
other matter to which I wish to refer. I hapfien to he connected 
with it in another place, —I mean the Calcutta Cniversity and 
the treatment that has been acconled to it. It may be in the recollec- 
tion of this Honse, and it appears from the papers that have lieen 
eirrulate<t to us, that a grant of Us. lakhs was made to the Calcutta 
University last year. One cannot underitand why the whole of tbit 
amount has been omitted in the present budget, although there is a 
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deficit of Rs. IJ lakbs in the University budget of the current year, 
for which amount the University had applieii to the Government in 
September last Since last year we have ma4le all possible economies in 
the University; the deficit for the last year was lU. 5J lakhs, while the, 
defini for the current ^ear is only Rs. 1) lakhs, this has been the 
result of the manj economies that we effecte<l in exj>enditure in the 
University. I put a question to the Ilon’ble the Minister in charge 
of Education some time ago, as to whether it was intended to make 
a grant for the purpose of wiping out this deficit. The answer I got 
then was that the matter was under the consideration of the Government. 

I would wish the Hon’ble the Minister to let this Council know why it 
ha.** not been jH)88ible to accede to the request of the University, although 
demands have Wen made for Us. 9 lakhs for the Dacca University and 
another lakh for the purjxxie of establishing a Muhammadan Arts 
C(dlege. I do not propose at present to go into the controversial <|ues- 
tion of the Muhammadan Arts (\dVge. I would rather leave it alone 
there for the present. The amount that has he<'n demandwl for the 
Calcutta University is a recurring grant given annually during the lust 
few years to which the Governnjent is committe<l since the days when 
the (ioverumenl of India was at the holm of its affairs; and sundy the 
University whi<'h has w(»rketl notwithstanding difficulties and obstacles is 
i'ulitled to that small fraction of the (iovernment n-veiiue, which will 
sMiablc it to wijK* out its present deficit. 

SATYENORA CHANDRA MITRA: I would hove l>een very 
glad to s[XHik in my own vernacular, hut under the existing rules 1 
know we have no other alteniative hut to s|N«ak in English. I do bojx^ 
however, that in the near future the House will see its way to alter its 
rules. 

Mr. PREilOINTs We have no power tti this (,V)uncil to alter the 
Statutory Rules under the Government of India Act. I am afraid it 
ia no use to labour that point. 

BalNi MTYENDRA CHANDRA MITRAi I Wg your jwrdon, Sir. 
Now as to the budget. As a Swarajist I am against the ^>r<*sent system 
of Government under which more than half the Provincial revenue is 
appropriated by the Central Government, the major jxirt of which is 
s[)eut in nu|intaiiiing an army which, a» the pres«M)t Premier once said, 
is primarily needed not for Indian but for Imperial purfioses. Of the 
remaining half of the revenues that is left to provide for the needs of 
the Province nearly two-thirds are apiiroiiriated by the reserved deparf- 
ments under the present hybrid system of Government, known as 
dyarchy — a system hitherto unknown in the history of the world, 
ancient or modern. Even when peofdes’ representatives have control 
over grants, they do not appear to have any real or effective control 
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over a|>propriation. They have no power to see whether the money 
voted is properly and economically spent. Members vote a certain 
sum for certain works and it is not unusual that supplementary grants 
are demanded for these works when they are half-finished. The mem- 
l)ers then have hardly any option in the matter of voting the supplenfen- 
tarv grants. Members ought to have control over the execution of 
woiks and f)eiiodical repents ought to Ik* submitted to idiow that there 
is no likelihood of the grant being exceeded and that the work is being 
etiiciently and e('oiiomic.ally done. 

f'oming from a small town and being intimately ns.sociated with the 
l»o()r villagers, it is but natural that I should Wk into the budget to 
■-••e what provision the Government have made to spr€*ad education, to 
combat kala-azar and malaiia and for drinking water. But when I 
looked into the bmlget I was disappointed. The Government indeed 
jMise as the guardians of the dumb millions but they have not taken 
ndetjuate steps to remove the apalling ignorance and ix)verty of their 
wards, they have not adopted meusun*s to combat kala-azar and malaria 
which (laim victims by tens of thousands every year. The Government^ 
who fKise as the guardians <d the inarticulate masses, are nof resinuisibie 
to the j¥‘oi>l(*, their Helf-im]K)sed n*sjK)nsibility they may brush asifle, 
for however much they may have ladiind them the mandale of guns. 
lu'wilwTs and aeroplanes they have not the mandate of the starving, 
diseased and ignorant milli(»ns. But wt* who have Ikhoj electivl bv the 
tHsiple cannot so brtish aside tmr resj)o»»sil)ili(y to them. The hungry 
diseawd fieople lo(»k up to us for hel]>irig them to get food and light. 
What are we to say t«» them? With the best of intentions the 
tJovernment have not yet bet*n able to htve a c‘ompulsory Primary Kuii- 
cation Act or an Gld Age Pen.sion Act. We all know that he who o|X‘ns 
a school chnes a piison; but the (fovernment seem to doubt the truth 
i>f tht‘ sa>ing; nth<*rwise how' can y<JU explain that while the actuula 
for the year 192(h21 for secomlary cslucation were Re. 19,19,000 the 
Budget estimate for 1924-26 is only Re. 19,32.000, an increase of only 
Rs. 13, (KM), while the actuals for primarv' education were Rs. 22,80.(K>0, 
the Budget estimate for 1924-26 is Rs. 23,04.000, an increaet* of 
n.s. 24,000 only, wherea.s % the jail exi)enditure bae risen from 
Rs. 2r).lt>.0(M) to Rs. 27, 01. (KM) in course of a year; and the police 
exjienditure. the revistnl estimate of which for the year 1928-24 was 
Rs. 1 ,75.24. OtK), has risen tolls. 1 ,84, (>8,000. It should be remembered 
that the Retrenchment Committee recommended a reduction of 
Rs. 2(>.28,0(K) in their re|>t>rt of 7th January, 1923. On page 96 of the 
budget will l>e found expenditure under allowances and eontingenciea 
of Wstriet Poliw. The five items (1) travelling allowance, (2) house- 
rent and other allowances. (3) cost of railway warrants, (4) escort 
charges and (5) fixed lioat hire charges and contingencies alone consume 
about Rs, 20 lakhs. It is certainly a terrible amount, hut what I want 
to sajr is that if this amount or R». 26,28,000 the reduction recommended 
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by the Retrencbment Committee were spent in ojiening primary schools^ 
excavating tanks and adopting anti-malarial and kala-axar measures 
the distress and grievances of the masses for whom the (lovermnent 
<«eem to have great svmjmthy would have lKM*n jHirtially rt‘moved.^ 
While si^eaking «f the v^r>' slight increase of Rs. 13,iHKl plus Rs. 24,IHX1 
in the budget estiAiate for primar>’ and secondary education, above the 
actuals for 1920-21, I should have said that during the said iwriod the 
increase in those dejiartments under the Reserved head has l)e«n 
Rs. 3.05,000. The actuals for 1920-21 were Rs. 8,2G,mH). in the budget 
C'^timate for 1924-25 the figure is Rs. 11,31. (KH). While the exiMMuliturv 
under these heads for Anglo-Indian Ik>vs ha^ incivased by 37 |a»r cent., 
that for Indian boys has increased by -7 iK‘rcent. 

So far 1 have dealt with primary and secondary education. I 
now turn to sanitation. I Indong to Noakhali. Ihe iRM)ple of my dis- 
trict are being decimated by kala-azar. 1 admit that the jx^ojile have 
practically no idea of sanitation. , This idea can only Ik* inculcated ti> 
them if you oih^iv priinarv scIukiIs. Carl\le has said that a single 
who has caiMicity for knowbslge should die ignorant is the greateW 
tragedy. While I am helplessly witnes.sing this tragedy everywITere 
around me I may yet W- consoled to see that their lives are being saved. 
Lcwiking into the Financial Statement ( |Hige 54). I see that lust year 
the Government did not .sjH»rui a ru|s*e on anti-malarial measures oi for 
anti-kaJa-azar caminiign. If this represent the measure of the sympaniy 
of the Government for the jieojde, well may they vry, “ Mive us Iron* 
this symivathelic (iovernment.” It is but natural that |s‘ople have lost 
all faith in this Gosernment and regard all their talk of symiwithy ii» 
hollow mockeiy. They have placed their ccmfidence in to scv if we 
can bring anything out of the (iovernineni to save their bve*^. After 
all they too know that IiIock] in thicker than water. Rut the present 
-ystem of Government ha^^ to 1 m* completely o\erhaul(*d lM*fore anything 
leally good can he secured for the jMMiple. Rut that is by the* way. If 
early stei>s to inevent the ruinous progress of kala-azar 1 m* not taken 
Ea.sf Bengal villages, e*.iM*ciulIy th«is«. of ray district, would come to In'* 
.IS si«irs<*ly jMHipled us West Bengal villages are now. We cannot, 
however, allow the villages to decay; we have to improve them. It is, 
therefore, no wonder that I view with great concern lhnl no money 
has Wn budgeted for for preventive measures. Tinkering and imlch- 
works which prove to be ineffective and wasteful expenditure are 
resorted to in times of e[>idemic«. This will not do; sufficient fund# 
should be set apart for anti-malarial and anti-kala-aiar measures. Not a 
hundre<lth part of Bengal’s revenue has Vieen budgeted for for thi# 
purpose. Instead of setting ajuirt only Rs. I lakh for anti-malaria? 
measures and kala-azar campaign (fieges 54 and 55), the Government 
should have set ajiart at least Rs. 10 lakhs to combat malaria ant? 
kala-aiar. The District Biwird of Noakhali has demanded Rs. 25,000 
for kala-asar from the Government. 
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I now turn to the question of drinking water. A sum of Rs. 50,000 
Las been budgeted for for improvement of rural water-supply. The 
District Board of Noakhali wanted Rs. 50,000 for Noakhali! I know 
caM$i of men dying for want of drinking water. This fact may not 
ai>i>ear in Police Register where the deaths might have been referred 
to as due to sunstroke or other diseases. There are ext^sive char lands 
in my district where for miles no drinking water is available. These 
4:har lands are mostly Government Khas Mahal which yield a consider- 
nhle revenue, but the poor people are left to live as best as they can, 
or to die if they cannot, without drinking water. Ten times 
JIh. 50,000 would be too inadef}uaie a sum for the supply of drinking 
water to villages. The Government owes it to itself, to the people, to 
the legislature to fulfil the primary needs of the people. For the sake 
■of humanity the Government should reconsider and increase the amount 
tenfold at least. No wonder the llou’hle the Ministers have the odium 
for no fault of their own, but for Ijetng entrusted with most responsible 
]H)rtf(dios without being provided with funds. A top-heavy administra- 
tion without a practical programme of work for the development of 
the lesouroes of the country, which only can hring in additional 
rtn’enue, will never U* aide to <lis< hargi* its primary duties to the i>e(»jdo~ 
to save their lives and t4»e<liicate them. 

Verily, we have a Rolls Rovce administration in a c^untr%' of 
bulhsk-corts and suffer from many evils in consequence. 

1 have dealt with the three questions of primary education, malaria, 
kala-axar and drinking water. All these are intimately connected. 
Primary education would help them U> roalize the fundamental rules 
of sanitation; some exi)erts say that malaria can lie prevented by good 
drinking water and efficient drainage. The excavation of tanks and 
p<mds, §torke<l with fish is another preventive of malaria, because certain 
fishes ntv said to devour the ova of anopheles. 

I shall now draw yotir attention to some figures in the budget which 
rwiuire explanation and some of which apj)ettr curious, and make pass- 
ing remarks there<jn. 

It it Bot potaihle to discover from the budget ob wbat principle 
voteil and non-voted expenditure huv'e been increased, reBdering it more 
difficult for the Council to effect reduction —rk/c pages 47, 49, 52, 5*1, 57, 
Cl, 82, 81, 89, 9*h 94, 12C, 137 aud 145 of the budget estimate of 
1924-25. 

(Page 48.) — Why should the salar>' of A.-l).-C. l>e shown in two parte; 
Rs. 4,350 only being voted. Rs. 14,000 is provided for travelling 
allowanoe although it is understood that both Military Secretary and 
A.-l).-C. travel with the Governor in his special train. 

(Page 49.)-~Cosi of furniture and carpets should be cut down 
There was nothing non-voted in this item in previons year. Rs. 13,200 
for maintenance grant (non-voted) should be cut down. 
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<P«ge 50.)— Body-gruard esUblishment should be done awny with 
as recommended by the Retrenchment Committee. Tour expenses have 
enormously increased from Rs. 1,04,(XK) in 192:i-‘24 to R». 2»67,00() (of 
course including Rs. 1,40,000 for a saliMui) in budget estimate (stHS 
Finsmcial Statement, paffe 2T) which shows that the tour expenses have 
steadily increased from Rs. T5,0(K) in 1920-21. Then* should be no 
special saloon. • If the Premier can travel in thini class the Governor 
should be able to travel without any special saloon. 

(Page 54.)— The figure against “ Officer on SjM'cial Duty *’ is ml 
where Rs. 3,000 plus Rs. 7, (KM) is provided for his jalarv. The salary 
of the Publicity Officer and his c(uitingencies art' omittwl; but Us. 5. (MM) 
plus Rs. 23,000 an* pnnided a little higher up for Publicity Officer 
and ReiM)i*ting Agency. Fuller explanation is neetled. It is the same 
thing under a diffen‘ni mask. No money apt^ears to have b«*cn spent 
on this at'count last year. 

(Pag© 55.) — -The nature and usefulneHs of the duties of the two offi- 
cers, Lal)Our Intelligence Officer and the Officer on S|>ecial duty pro- 
vided for should Ikj clearly explainetl. 

(Page 57.) -Officers on Special Duty: The salaries Rs. 33,(M)0 were 
voteil in the budget estimate of 1921-24, half-vote<l in the Revis(*d 
e.'ilimate (for 1923-24) and fully non-^oted in 1924-25. The actuals 
for 1922-23 wen* Rs. 17.503 which was m the votcil list. What is 
the polic'v that has guide<l the (lovernmeut in placing the j»ay on the 
non -voted list this year? 

(Pagt* (J2.)- 'Contingencies shouhl lienHluciHi, and what do the “ other 
charges” refer to? Xo such other charges wen* S4*<’n in other years 
, (Page 6-3.) - The numl>ers of,('<dlfH (ors, Magistrates (Joint AssisUint, 
Deputy and Sul>-Deputy Magistrates) as well as their salaries should 
be shown. 

(Page 71.) What dm's Rs. 4,500 (allowance of Advocate-General) 
represent ? 

(Page 73.) — Fees for Criminal case's (Rs. 2,40,0fM)) should Is* cut 
down. 

(Page 76.)- "Pnivision for temporary District and Sessions Judg<*s 
(Rs. 40,000 plus Rs. 1,46,0(M)) and for temimrary Sub-Judges Us. 77, (MM) 
what does this mean? Xo charges were incurre»l in other years under 
this heml. Why shouhl there 1 m* any house-reQt and oilier allowances? 

(Page 77.)- -The numl>er of pnw'ess-serving peons should 'be shown? 

(Page 89 ) — Tlie 16 i>osts of Defiiity and Assistant Commissioners 
abould be justified. 

(Page 90.) There are 1J18 Sergeants on salariet of Rs. 200 and less. 
The great question is whether these rtiuld not be repla/^d by com- 
petent Indians. Wbai is the difference between a Sergeant and Assis- 
tant Sub-Inspector or a Head Constable as regards duty and com- 
petence. House-rent Rs. 60,920, contingencies Rs. 1,09,000 and rent, 
rates and taxes Rs. 3,91,000 should be cut down. 
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(Pttjfe 93.) — There are 8 superior officers costing Rs. 1,93,000 a year. 
Cannot it be reducetl? 

(Page 90.) Th(f total allowances are as follows: — 


Rs. 

Travelling ... » 12,32,000 

lloiiHe-r»‘iit and other allowances 1,43,000 

(’ost of Railway Warrants , ... 2,79,000 

Kscori charges ... ... 1,42,800 

Fi-xed b(»ut-hire and con tin gene ie** 1,97,000 

Total ... 19,93,800 


Jieaily p!i. 20 lakhs. The figure is terrible. 

It is said that new rules have Wen framed which will have the 
effect of r(*<iucing travelling expensi^. What is the financial effect of 
these rules upon the cost of travelling by police officer? 

(page 100.) There are 10 European Constables costing Us. 0,980 
u year cannot the same work Ik* dofu* Ity Indian agency? 

(Page 121.) The grants to local bodies for primary e<hication has 
remained juactii'ally constant sim*e 1920*21, whih‘ und(‘r reserved headd 
the grant to primary and «f*<‘ondnrv .schoeds ha.s been freely increased 
from Ps. 8,20,000 in 1920-21 to IN.* n,:il,0fHt m 1924-25. The numWr 
of students benefited in each case should be stated. Ex]>endituie (over 
receipts) on air(»unt of Dow Dill Schoed with 120 pupils is Its. 98,0(K) 
(jiage 70) (U.C.) and expenditure on account of Victoria School with 
190 pupils is Rs. 94.(H)0 (R.C.). 

(Page 110.) (Irani to (’ulcutta Cniversity is Rs. 1,47,000. Is the 
fpiestion of giving ad<‘(|uate grant to Calcutta Cniversity fix(‘d in con- 
sultation with the Cniversity authorities? Is there any uppliration 
pending U-fon* the (iovernment fora grant of Rs. 1,45,000 for improve- 
ment of “cientifir- educatirui? If so, why has this lK*en omitted fnim 
the budgid if the appli('ation was rtsM iveti in time? How are we gf>ing 
to interpret the HouTde the Education Minister's de< hiratit»n that one 
of his tasks would W to rt'seue ’’ the Cniversity? 

(Page 124.) Rs. 8*50 is shown as salary of one of the teaching 
staff of th« Commen ial Institute. Wht) is the gentleman drawing thii 
salnJT and what are his qualifications? 

(Page 128.) There are 34 InsfKHdors and Assistant InsptHdors cost- 
ing Rs. 2,43,400 in salary, 350 Subordinate Inspeitors costing 
Rs. 5,9(».000 in salary, and Rs. 1,80.000 in travelling exf»en»es. ( on- 
sidering the type of schmds (primary and secondary) which they are 
re<|uire<l to inspecd, it is possible to have the work done mostly by Sub- 
Inspectors at a much less cost. The liigber pi^sts require sufficient 
justification. 
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(Page 134.)— The Presidency General Hospital is reseired for Euro- 
peans and the cost of its maintenance should not be charged on the 
general taxpayers except to the extent that the inmati*s are public 
serv.ants. It is only the. difference lietween the spCH'inl charges incurr^ 
for European patients, qua Europeans and the ordinary churgt* for an 
Indian that should Ix' charged to general revenues. 

(Page 137.)— What is the explanation for the fact that while in 
1922-23 Its. 62,636 was voted and Us. 1.62,276 was non-voted, the 
corresponding figures for 1924-25 are Us. 67,620 ami Us. 1,88, UK)? 
Why has there Ix'di such a largt»‘ iiicicast* in the non-voted class of 
expenditure? 

(Page 143.) ~Us. 1,82.0(M) an* j»nivi4lcd for expenses during preval- 
ence of malaria. This is remedial expenditure which, of (‘ourse, [)n)- 
vides a palliative. But what nlmut j)n*vcntive ineasuivs? 

('Page 147.)-~Pn)vision is inmle for hundred Veterinary Inspectors 
aii<l assistants at an annual cost of Us. 77,H(H). What lM*nefit do the 
agri( ttlturists get from the sendees of these officers? What is the nature 
of their duties? Do they travel into the villages to look after (he cattle 
of the agriculturists? If not, on what grounds < an their appointments 
be* ju.'<tified? 

(Page 152.) It is found that ;i re<luction of five officers has l)een 
made in the superior staff at a total leduction of Us. 17,090 in the cost. 
What kind of work is done by thi.s stuff and what improvements in the 
methods of agriculture had l)een carried out hy these officers so as ( 4 ) 
increase the agricultural w'ealth of the country? What is the nature 
df the duties of 131 men of*the technical staff? Do they visit the 
villages and give technical advice ami gitidame to the niiyiits? 

(Page 153.) -The Sericultural Department costs Us. l,97,tK)0. The 
total expenditure in five years is showui below -- 

Rs. 


1920-21 

... 2,01,689 

1921-22 

. 2,22,380 

1922-23 

. . 2,03,3.95 

19.»3.24 

1,81,600 

1921-25 

I.97.fMK) 


The Uetn*nchn)eat (’ommittix* ie« or»iriieiid**<i the Dejiartment should 
earn three-fourths of the amount it spends -(Page OMU.G.). An 
inquiiy may W made whether the outturn of work done by tlie depart- 
ment in the shaja* c^f increase of tieiiUh is worth the amount spent 
during the last 10 years. Retrenchment rommittee recommended a 
decrease of Us. 71,(KK} by abolishing (he jx»«t of one Suffer in tendant 
and by other means. The pay of Superintendent has been increased 
by abont Rs. 3,000. ^ 
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[The speaker having reached the time-limit at this stage had to 
resume hie seat.] 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Mt{or Haisan Sutimvarf^) : For the 

first time since the inauguration of the Reforms the House is presented 
with a budget showing a surplus. I am not going to discuss whether 
this pr()8i)erity is real or only apparent or whether in the event of the 
Central Goveniment claiming their share of the provincial contribu- 
tion of Rs. 03 lakhs from Bengal, we are going to be again faced with 
a deficit budget. What I want to'discuss is that although for the first 
time we have bt^en lucky in getting a budget with a surplus, we are 
unlucky in finding that the transferred departments have not been shown 
the justice and the fairness and the generous treatment which was 
expected from Government as soon as it was in a position to give 
m<]re money for schemes for the development of the nation-building 
departments. The Meston Award has been condemned on all hands 
and we all urge that it should be revised at the earliest possible moment. 
We want a just and equitable treatment by the Central Government 
towards our Province, hut we also want that the Hon’ble the Finance 
Member should treat the transferred departmeiits with equity and 
justice. 

The 8i>eeches of my honide friends Mr. P. C. Mitter and Na\uib 
Sai>a<l Xuwab Ali (3mudliuri, past Atinisters of Govt^rnment, have 
(blown a AoikI of light on the manner in wliich the ilevelopments of the 
naf ion-huilding departments are hampertMl and eramped for want of 
generous tmitinent in the matter of funds from the Finance Department. 
In the reofl justrnent of the finaneinl eontrol of the transferred depart- 
ments I »e<^ one of the easiest means of showing that evidence of change 
of attitude of Government of, if I may use that much used phrase 
“ change of heart of Government,” ^^hich would Iw the mending of 
the dyarchy and the ending, I trint, of the pnijjramme of ohstniction, 
and would herald the inauguration of peace lind co-operation in the 
Council. I commend this to the serious consideration of Government. 

I was amazed to read on page 4 of the Ilon’ble the Finance Member*# 
speech that retrenchments had a large say in the savings of al)Out 
K». 2 lakhs each under Agriculture and Public Health, and I notice 
with regret that now that we have the geod fortune of having a budget 
with a surplus, advantage has not lietui taken of com}>ensaiing this 
wrong by a generous treatment of the Medical and Public Health 
Departmenta. Nor do I find adequate alloimenta of money for (he 
development of sr^hemes of rural sanitation, supply of good drinking 
water, eradiration of mimibic and epidemic diseases, medical relief 
of the sick, prevention of the spread of diseases amongst the healthy 
or for the protection of children and the young from injurious environ- 
ments and vicious infiuences. We find an allotment of only Rs. 50,000 
for anti-malarial and anti-kala-asar schemes : we find about Rs. 25,000 



im] 


DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. 


m 


for miternity and child-welfare orjtanieation ; we find Ri. 26.000 mi 
upBTi for chocking the spread of 8mall-jM>x and other epidemic dijwaaes. 
There has been a crying new! for ade<iuate water-supply in Bengal. 
People have been crying for what they rail pinako jol, good drinking 
water and chasherjol, water for agricultural pur|)o»»es. but their frantic 
cry has not changed the heart of the Finaiu'e Member. Nothing has 
been done for any st'herae which plight do away with this great handi- 
cap in Bengal and no scheme has been put forward for mwting this 
most important and necessary demand. We find that an allotment 
of Rs. 33.000 has been made for sinking tulie-wells all c)ver Bengal. 
I do not think that these things show that the nation-building depart- 
ments have been in any way generously treat4Hl by the Finance 
Dejiartment; especially the very ungenerrms treatment of the Public 
Eealth Department is very much against what we all e\|K‘cte<l from 
Government as wwu as they were in a i>osition to give more money. 
I lemember distinctly the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Bunerjea tolling 
us that as soon os the financial position changes, we shall have an effec- 
tive campaign for the eradication if malaria and kala-aKar and for the 
adequate supply of good drinking water and for rural sanitation. But 
nothing has lx*en done. On the bedrtx'k of sound health is broad bused 
the superstructure of education and the development of agriculture 
and industries lieyond which lies the goal of Swaraj to whi(di we am 
so ardently lor)king foiward. I for one do not grudge fair treatment 
to anyone including the Police Department. I know that by gidtiiig 
boiises of their own, a lot of re<'urTing expenditure inctirml now in 
the shape of house-rent would be saveil. I know that by pnividing 
mosquito nets sic kness amongsf the pcdice will l>e reduced. But in the 
relative fitness of things, the transterred side should have Ikhui shown 
the same thoughtfulness and generous treatment which has l)een shown 
to the Police Dejmrtment and other resc'ned departments of (govern- 
ment. If Government is res|K)nhible to and re8j)onds to the wishes of 
the people, then the departments that have Wn transferred to the 
resj>onsibilily of the people should get genenuis supfwrt and the finance* 
of those departments should be ccmirolltHl by the people to whom the 
Ministers are resjionsible. 

The next question which I would touch is the question of unemploy- 
ment. We all know that idle mind is the devil’s workshop, and much 
of the discontent that has been in the country has Ikh'Ii fosten^d by 
unemploynfent. We do not find any definite scheme for counteracting 
this evil. To my mind it seems the establishment of a Bengali Regi- 
ment would lie <ine of the ways of tsdving this problem of uiufroploy- 
meni. It will give employment to a large number of Bengalis who 
at the present moment swell the number of the discontented. It will 
inculcate discipline and restraint in them and develop martial instiiieta 
amongst them. It has been said that the martial spirit is lacking 
amongst the Bengalis. I have l*een associated with the ietriional 
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movement and from what I have seen of the Bengali Territorial boys, 
I can say that they have got the makings of a soldier and I have the 
anthority of the Gurkha Instructors who told me that in two months 
*the Bengali boys have grasped the esseutiala of parade and drilling, 
and ill six months’ time given encouragement and opportunity, they 
will shape into as good seiioys as can be found in the other presidencies of 
India. There are other means of Ending relief for the unemployed, 
but the makers of the budget have not thought of any of these means. 
Then the next point which I wish to touch is about the establishment 
of more medical schools in Bengal.* We all know that for everj' 42,000 
of people then* is only one qualified medical man in Bengal, and, 
therefore, we want to increase the numlier of qualified medical men 
and give them short but efficient training, so that they can go and 
practise in the rural areas where their need is felt to the greatest 
extent. For this i>ur]»ow‘ a committee was appointed by Government 
tluring the last Council and I netted as the Ilonorarj' Secretary and 
w'rote a memorandum on the establishment of more medical schools in 
Bengal and pointed out how by the association of non-official practi- 
tioners on the teaching staff and nMiUMltdling of the existing sadar 
hospitals, gt)o<l medical schoids could he started with the minimum 
amount of exiienditurc at every district headquarters in Bengal and 
thus the need for more qualified me<lical men for the countrv' met to 
Home extent. The nee<ls of Jalpaiguri in the north and (»f Chitta- 
gong in the far south-easteni end of the Pmvinee were very stnmgly 
bnmght forward liefore the committee. I am sorr)’ that nothing has 
l>een done to give effect to the rwominendatiou of the committee reganl- 
ing the establishment of medical scbdols in these two centres. My 
bon’hle friend, Mr. Travers, brought forward the need for the establish- 
ment of H medical 8ch(M>l at .lulpaiguri, and I believe he and his 
friends have gone forward a good deal in getting together resources for 
the establish lueiit of a medical schc.ol at Jalpaiguri and Government 
ought to help those who have shown a tendency to help themselves. 

Now, Sir, I want to say a few wonU reganiing the Finance Member’s 
statement that the Muhammadan members of the Council will doubt- 
fess Ik* glad to hear that in the coming year tiie establishment of 
Muhammadan Arts College will l>e taken in hand. I must say hope 
tieferred had nearly made our hearts sick. We welcome the establish- 
ment of an institution which will give opportunities of (Kiucaiion to 
a larger numW of Muhammadan students, Wause we do recognise that 
our salvation lies through the dtwr of e<lucation and we must educate 
our Ikivs. But 1 do not agree that the Arts College would be the type 
of (Mdlege which will go to relieve the poverty and remove the dis- 
oontent and overtonie the sulwrdinate fiositiou in which the Muham- 
mailans find themselves to-day. Now that we have raised ours^ves 
Irom our lethargy in our pursuit for modem education, let us not 
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repeat the mistake of wasting our energy in having our cultural e<luoa- 
tion. “ Read, Persian and sold oil” is a most expressive denunciation 
of cultural education, and I trust my hon’ble friend Maulvi Fasl-ul 
Iluq will not concentrate liis attenti m on the establishment of an Arta * 
College, but rather college for the Muhammadans where there will 
be tec'bnical, vocational and other scientific courses of training. There 
is no objection tb having an arts section and he should not In* content 
with less than a twenty lakhs scheme, we are not pleasc>d with a two 
lakh schemes. 

I take this opjKxrtunity of making a reference to the important ques- 
tion of female education for the serious consideration of the first Muham- 
madan Minister of Education - the educated man naturally Imtks 
forward to his companion for life to W a partner of his aims and 
aspirations, his ideals and ambitions. If he finds he has no recipro- 
city of views and enlightenment in his own home or in his own com- 
munity, he seeks intellectual com piui ion ship elsewhere with the natural 
fatal results. 

[Here the member reache<l the time-limit and resumed his seat.] 

Babu NIRMAL CHANDRA CHUNDER: At this late stagt^ I x^ould 
not have taken part in the discussion if I bad wanted h) ( urry on the 
del>atc on the liu<‘8 on which it has been <nrrie<l on so long. On the 
general discussion of the budget some members have congratulated the 
Finance Memln'r and some have complained against him, but what I 
say is that as a historical re^'ord this budget stands as a (ondem nation 
of the bureaucracy. If this budget had lK*en presented, say, a century 
ago, we might have congratulated the Finoiice Meml)er for his having 
been able to present such an attractive budget, but in this third dtM ado 
of the twentieth rentur>' to have a budget like this is something which 
only a bureaucracy is capable of. By criticising it in detail we give 
it more value than it deserv'es. 1 only ]>oint out that this is an an baic 
budget. 

In the first place, lcH>k at the revenue side. The previous sfK^kers 
have complained that the major p<»rtiou of the Bengal n*venu« is derived 
from Stamps and Excise. What else do they exf>e<’t the major imrtion 
of the Bengal revenue U» be derived from? In all eountries the doctrine 
of indiref'i taxation taxation on commcKjiiies is considered as having 
been explcnlcd. Even in conservative England, sini-e 1906, if you I'om- 
pare the budget of 1906 with the budgid 10 years bock, what do you 
find? IndinM't taxation disapjiearirig and din«ct iaxaiion taking its 
place, because direct taxation is the only e<{uiUble taxation that is 
possible in a free cx>untry. Bui no Government ran resort b> direct 
taxation unless that is a popular Government, and 1 challenge the 
British Indian Government to impose direct taxation all round, beeausa 
it is very probable that in that case within a year there will be a 
break out of revolution for the simple reason that it is neither a 
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beneficial (government nor a popular one. You cannot possibly con- 
stituted as you are, ffo to the people and ask them: “.Hallo, you are 
able to pay and so you must pay so that your poor brothers may • 
* have wmiethinjf to eat, so that their diseases may be attended to.'^ 
You cannot say that. You have ^ot to keep the police going; you 
have to keep your administration of justice as expensive as possible, 
because you have got to maintain a certain number of people in this 
country whom you cannot gc't without paying for their services much 
more than they deserve. 

Then, Sir, looking at the expt'nditnre side, what do we find there? 
Is there any attempt to iTcognise in these figures that the first and 
most paramount duty of a (jovernment is to protect human life and 
not law and order. We must live first Ix'fore our pn>f>erty is to bo 
protecte<l, iMM’uuse wdiat is property w'orth unless we are allowed to 
live. Diw'ases of all kinds, w’hich in other countries break out in an 
epidemic fonn once in u t^ntiirv, have laxome a permanent feature 
in this Province as also in other prcivinces in India. What serious 
attempt has been made to eradicate these diseases, may I ask? Nothing 
of the kiinl, lH*caus<» we have not tin* nn»nev. Put we have got to 
pay for the police. Any householder who pays for insurance against 
burglary if he has to pay half hi< incjuin* for that will have very 
little left to insure against. As 1 liegan by saying I rejieat again 
that I challenge this Government t(» place this bvniget before a Inmnl 
of economists uinl you will find the final condemnation of the bureau- 
cracy. Put apart from that in the l)inlgf‘t itself we find misleading 
statements whii h might be excusable tii (he Pome XleniWr but certainly * 
not in tin* l''manfM' .MciuImt who has 'lo deal with mathematics. I?v*er 
since our ImylnKMl ve hu\e lM*en ttdtl that mathematics is an exact 
sclein e, utnl y<*t the Finance MemlnT has wnmglv (pioted figures or 
has given explanations wrongly. Take f«»r example, the explanation 
given at puK'^* d.') the suvingM of over Hs. 4,d4.(KK) under allowances. 
This deals with the jMilite and is due mainly U) the curtailment of 
bniring and iiisjHM tions as aln*ady explaine<l. Very well, look to the 
detailed estimate, what do we find? Tjiere is no difference so far as 
superintendence is eiticerned. Then so far as the District Police is 
eoncenuMl • I mean travelling allownin e in it was Rs. 13, 2d, 414; 

it was Rs. 13,89,tK)0 in (he budget of 1923-24; it was Rs. 11,11,000 
in the revistnl estimate, and it is Hs. 12, (K), 0(H) in this budget. So 
there was a re<luctiou of Rs. 2 lakhs only. Then, take tbft case of the 
Railway Police. Then* you find Rs. 2,05,(KX> in 1922-23, Rs. 2,40,(H)0 
in the revi«»d estimate that means a saving of Rs. 25,000, and in 
tliis budget Rs. 2.7T.0(K) has l)een provideil for. In the C.I.D. travel- 
ling you find only Us. 12,000 leiis. Then again, you take the budget 
estimate for 1924-25 which has been fixed at Rs. 7,50,000. It generally 
follows the revised estimate but allows for larger provision. There is 
larger provision as compared with the revised estimate under temporary 
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force. But why this ppovision has Wn made? We are told that 
there has beea an attempt on the part of Government to make retrench* 
ments, but we do not find any serious attempt. Then, Sir, there ii^ 
another remark which I wish to make and with that T close and it 
is this. I think it is a mi(»take to pnjvide for surplus budgtds. If 
there ore deficit budgets and we pmvide for e<lucation, meilical relief 
and all these tiling generously, then then* will Ik* always an attempt * 
in all the departments of Government to redtue their expenditure all 
round, but on the other hand, if you give them a surplus budget they 
will never try to reduce their expenditure, IxMuiuse* they know that at 
the end of the year they will Ik* able to ccune up, to the Coumul and 
ask for more money. As I have said, the beauty of a deficit budget is 
always to be found in atteiiipU t<» economise whereas 1 have found, 
es])ecially tiuring the Curzoniau (la\s, that whene\cr you have gt)l a 
surplus th(‘re is always the tendency for Goveniment towanls 
extravagance. 

Miulvi Md ABDUL dUBBAR PAHLOWAN: It has Wn said: 

Tell me what the fiiium iul positicni of a country is, and 1 will tell 
you the cliaract*^ of the Government and the position of tbe p<H»ple.'* 
P'rom this standanl of judgment one might apparently congratulate the 
(iovenunent for bringing such u budgi't. Hut alas! we cannot eongru* 
tulate the (iovernment because if I look to my constituency, wbat do I 
find? I find men staning for want (»f fm>d, men dying for want of 
go(nl drinking water. In last DiM'ember, in my village uIhui! a hundreil 
’ jierwins died of kala-azar and maluriu. If you do not ladievo me, I 
vt^)uld n.sk you U> refer to the Pital stafistics. The Government do not 
care for the g(K)d of the country : they have (orne to rule the cotintry. 
They will rule it or kill Jt, no matter. The people pay the taxes tLro\igh 
fear of hayonets ami guns and not from their independent will. Year 
befon* last tbe (’ourt-fees Act was {hihs<m|, but it was staled at that time 
that when tbe Goveniment had suffic ient money they would aliolish fho 
tax. Now' 1 find tliat the (ioveniment has got a surplus budget, but 
they do not raro to abolish the tax The time being short, I am 
ohlig<*d to slop to diiH Uss the budget in detail, but I only apiM*al to the 
Goveniment to adopt a cautious |xdiey in the future. 

AtfJotirnfiMftt. 

The Council was then a<ljounied till 3 r.ii. on P'riday, the 29th P'ebm* 
ary, 1924, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Prooaedings of tho Bengal Legislattve Council aseembM under tlie 
provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Council met in the Council ChamW in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Friday, the 29th February, 1924, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble th>» ProHident in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Cpuncil, two Ilon’ble Ministers (the Hon'ble Maulri 
A. K. Fazl-ul Iluq and the Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan 
Qhuznavi) and 110 nominated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Match manufacturing industry in Bengal. 

Ull. Babu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: (a) Will the Hon ble 

the Minister in charj^^e of the Department of Apriculture and Industries 
lx? pleam'd to state tho numlK*r of the mutch fat'tories now existing in 
Bengal ? 

(l>) Will the the Hon’lde the Minister W pleased to state whether • 
the Government have arrived at any decision as to the prospect of the 
match indu?<try in this Province with indigenous materials and 
machinery, so far available? 

(r) Will the llon’lde the Minister l>e pleased to state whether tho 
Government have, so far, taken any steps to help the gn)wth and success 
of tho match imiustrj*, by -- 

(i) practical instructions and suggestions to the manufacturers; 

(ii) subsidy; and 

(uV) aujmrvision and other means? If so, with what result? 

{il) If the answer to (r) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble the 
Minister l>e pleasinl to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of taking such steps? 

MINISTER in otiirgv cf DEPARTMENT of ACRiCULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’Ma Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Almiad Khan 
Chtttnavi): (u) A statement furnishing information is laid on the 
table. 

{h) to (c/l The member is referred to the report, submitted by 
Mr. A. I*. Ghosh, Match Manufacturing Expert, who was appointed by 
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the Government of Ben^ to iuvestiprate the poMibilities of the industry 
in Ben^l, a copy of which is placed on the Library table. The report 
is now under Vhe consideration of Government. The member is also 
referred to the Department of Induf^tries bulletin on the bleachiujf of* 
Qangwa wood in the manufacture of matches, jrivinjr some results of 
the resean'hes of life Department, a copy of which is alw) laid on the 
table. The Department is at i>rescnt enpaj^eil in research into the 
possibility of damp-pr(X)finj? matches, whirb is of the greatest importanca 
to the industry in Bengal. The (p»estion of givinjf subsidies cannot 
be considered until legislation is passed enablinjr (loveniment to subsidise 
industries. 


Statement shotcing the number of match factories licngat rcfrrretl 
to in the ansteer to Starred Question .Vo. LI I (u) tnj ftabu Homes 
Chandra Bagchi. 

(1) liAndemataram Match Factory, TuIlygunKe. 

(2) Sunderban Match Factory, 12, Dnlhouwe Square, Calcutta. 

w 

(3) A match factory owned by C. A. Mahammad, Tollygunge. 

(4) National Match Factory, Ultadingi, Calcutta. 

<5) The Ik'npil Match Factory A* Saw Mills Ltd, 285 10, DowWaar Street, 
Calcutta. 

(6) Mohan Mat^'h Factor^*, Malda, 

(7) Swaraj Match t'acUiry, Kun^ram, Kangpur. 

(8) Bhoram Match FacU»ry, 122-1, Cp|>«*r Circular Hoad, Calcutta. 

(9) Pioneer Match Factory, Comilla. 

•(10) Hinaiury Match Factory, BuAjuri, Chittagong. 

(11) HiranmnytM* MaUh Factory, Chittagong. 

(12) Patiya Match Factory, Patiya, Chittagong 

(13) Ohoae's MaUh Factory, Comilla, 

(14) lalamia Match Faitory, Oiatra, Comilla. 

(15) Brahmanl>erui Match Factory, IlrahmanWria, TipixTah. 

(16) Or. Nandr* Match Factory, Kalikachha. Tipp«»rah. 

(17) SahaUli MaUh Factory, Puranhaaar, Chandpur, Tipj>erah. 

(IB) Barisal Match FarUiry, Ilaniial. 

(19) Jordurga Match Factory, Cltaumuhani, Nfjakluli. 

(20) Bhaumik Bros. MaWh Factory, Rajarampur, Noakimli. 

(21) Feni Match Factory, Kent, N’oakhali. 

^ (22) A match factory managed by Uouae of labourer*, Comilla. 

(23) KalacliatMl Shilpager Match Faciorr, Mymenaingh. 

(24) Praaaona Match Factory, Meefauabatar, Mymenaingh. 

(25) Sonarang Match Factory, Dacca. 

(26) The Adhar Match Factory, Narmtngdi, Dacca. 

(27) The Bikrampore Match Fact4^ry, Dacca.. 

(28) Tba Govindo Match Factory, .Varayangaa], Dacca. 

(22) A match factory of the NarayaJiganl Indosiria) Co., Narayangaiii. 
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(3f)) The Bharat-Mata Match Factory, Dacca. 

(31) Ihin(](iya Nirapad Match Factory, Faridpur. 

(32) A match factory manap^ed by Mesarg. Ghatak A Co., Behala, Calcutta. 

Proposed abolition of the Chinoura Agrioultpi^ Sohool* 

am. Babu BORODA PROSAD DEY: (a) AVill ihe Hon'ble the 
Miniater in chnrjfe of tho Dopurtm.'nt of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state the obje< t with which the Agricultural School in con- 
nec^tion with the Agricultural Farm at Fhinsura wa.** established about 
two years ago? 

(h) Is it a fact that it is propositi to uiiolisli the said school? 

(c) If HO, what is the reason for this? 

Tha Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

(a) Tin* Agricultural Vernacular School at Fhinsura was converted into 
a Secondary Agricultural School in l!l‘-i2 tor training demonstrators and 
(/urns and for giving a nioie advamcd agricultural education to those 
who dcHired it. 

(h) The answer is in the affirmatiu', but i"C‘pn*sentations that liave 
lieen made to th(‘ (iovernment tor a reversal of this d<*<’ision are now 
under consideration. 

(c) The recominendation.s of the Hetrtuicliment ('onunittee. 


Defalcation in the Excise Department, Calcutta. 

•LIV. Babu ANILBARAN RAY: (ui Will the ilonlde the Minister 
in charg<* of the Deiuiiiment «d Agucultuie and lndustri(‘s be jileased 
to state whether it is a fad that there ^aas a case of defalcation of a 
largt' sum of money in the FNcise Dejjaitment in ('alcutta about a year 
ago? 

(/») If HO, wa.s the fad of the defabation imno^liat4dy reported to 
the Ihdice and the Ai'counlant-Heneral n«i required by rule? 

(<•) If the fait nas not immediately reportiM], will the Ilon’ble the 
Minister be pleased to state the name of the Excise ('ommissioner respon- 
sible for th(‘ said bmieh of the rule? 

(ii) \\'iil the Hon’ble the Minister Ih' pleased to state^ “ ^ 

(0 whether any steps weri’ taken against the (bimmissioner for not 
reporting the matter at the juojier time luconiing to rule; 

(I'l) whether it was a fact that the l ashier in charge of tho money 
was kepi in the oHiw and he was paid his salary for mouths 
lifter the deteitiou of defalcation; 

(Hi) whether it is a fact that the matter was rejKirted to the police 
only nftor the cashier had disapiieared ; 
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(tr) whether it is a fact that this dofalcation hmk place during^ the 
tiiu^ of the then Excise (’oinmiiisuiner s Personal Assist 4 mi 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhaiunmd rhoinuddin; 

(r) whether it is a fact that the Office Superintendent was on account * 
^ of this 'defalcation made to iTtirt' after censure: and 

(ri) whethc^r the .said Office Suj)erinteiuU>nt had any control over 
account matters? ^ 

TN Hon’bla Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVIt 

(a) A case of defalcation of a conHidctedde sum of mopey was diwovenul 
in the Excise Department of Oah utta alKoit two \eais ago. The defalca- 
tion was jroing on for a numlHU- of \cars 

ill) There w'as some dfday m rcpoiiing the <'ase to the Ihdice and 
the Accountant-ticnenil, Ihuigal. 

(c^ Kai Sarat Kumar Ualia Haha<lur. 

(</) (r) Pro<‘e<‘<lings were <lru\\n up ;u:ainst the officer. 

(rO I’he answer is in the affirmative, 

(ill) I'he answer is in the affirmative. 

(iv) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad Choinmhlin was Ih'rsoniil 
Assistant to tlie Ex( isc (Commissioner onI\ a part of the perioii 

during* whic h the defaleatioiis were going on. 
iv) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(ri) The offieer referred to had geiieial contnd over the offire. 


, Proposed aoquisitioq of lands near Belur Math. 

•LV. Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: tu) Is the Don hie the 

Minister in charge cd the l)epartm'*ut of Pnhlic Wetrks awuii* tliat the 
proja)sal to acijuire lands eontigmois to th«' Ham Krishna Missitm com- 
jHiund at Ik'lur for the East Indian Kailway ( ompany has givmi rist' 
to puhlir protest and indignation? 

(h) If so, what action, if un> . are the (hevernment contemplating 
taking in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon’ble Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan Chuznavi); (o) ami ih) The 

memlier is referred to the reply given to unstarred ijuestion No. 101 on 
the subje< t asked hy Hahu Khagendra Nath (ianguly at this meeting. 


Patuakhali Waterworks Sohemo. 

•LVI. Rai SATYENDRA MATH ROY CHAUDHURI ialwtfttrs 

(«) Is the Hou'hle the Munster in charge of the Department of Local 
Self-Oovernment aware that the heal h of the Patuokhali Munic ipal town 
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in the diitrict of Bakarganj has become unsatisfactory for want of 
jjood drinking water? , 

(h) Is it a fact that a scheme for constructing water-works with • 
‘the street-hydrants was made some time ago and a portion of the fund 
collected, but that it was kept in abeyance for an experiment with tube-^ 
wells which was tried but which failed? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of instituting 
an inquiry inU> the matter and of giving effect to the scheme? 

SECRETARY io GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. G. S. Dutt): (a) The answer is in the 
affirmative. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) IiKjuiry is being made as to the practicability of canydng out 
the alternative scheme originally pniposed. 


Unstirred Questions 

(answers to wtiioli were laid on the table). 

Proposed acquisition of land near Belur Math. 

100. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble 

the Minister in charge of the l)ci>artment of Public Works (Railways) 
be pleased to stale — 

(?) whether it is a fact that almut f05 acres of land are going to be 
ac<iuirt‘d just to the north and west of the Ram Krishna 
Mission grounds at Relur; 

(ti) what is tlie ]mrticular object for which this acquisition is going 
to 1 h» made; 

(ill) what are the reasons which have led the Government to sanc- 
tion the acquisition of this particular site; and 

(ie) why can no other site Iw selected and acxjuired for the purpose? 

(7/) Is the lloiible the Minister aware that this project has given 
rise to public indignation? 

MINISTER in ofiirgo of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
[RAILWAYS] (the Hon*blo Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad Khan 
Ghumawi)! to) (i) This was the intention, but the question is under 
inquiry. The meniberV attention is drawn to the reply given to a similar 
unstarreil question No. 101 aske<i by Babu Khagendra Nath Ganguly at 
this meeting. 

(ti) The object is given in the Ca/ruffa Gazette Notification No. 10145 
L.A. of 2ud November, 1923. 
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(ni) Suitability of the site for the purpose for which it is re<piired. 

The* question of an alternative site is now beinf? examined. 
(b) Yes. and full weight is being given to the local representations 


PropoMd acquisition of land near Balur Math, 

101. Bl^ KHACENORA NATH GANGULY; ui) Is the Hou blp 

the Minister in charge of the IXqairtnient of ruhlK' Works (Uailways) 
aware that the declaration dated the '2nd NovemlxT. 19‘2d, as announced 
in the Calcutta Gazette of 7(h Noveidl»er, 192d, n‘girrding the pnqiosiHf 
acquisition of alK)ut lOG acres of land at Helur by tlu> (lovernnierit at 
the expense of the East Indian ILiilway Comj>iiny has l>een idijecttsl to 
by the local public* and by the managing committee of the famous Hindi* 
Monastery known as the Belur Math? 

(h) Is the ITorrble the Minister awan* that the effect of the said 
acquisition will Ik> the removal of 249 residential holdings and the 
deprivation of as many as 37 families, who live on the manufacture of 
tiles and potteries, of their only source of maintenance? 

(c^ Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the altenintive site sug- 
gested by the jK*oplo of Ikdur has gt>t very few holdings on it and wilf 
1)0 not only less objcH'tiouablo to the public but could l>e accpiiied at a 
lesser cost ? 

(d) Have the (loveniment considered the effect that the projscmMf 
rfi(*quisition, if proctM-ded with, will have on the rtdigious susceptibilitiiv^ 
of a large numbcT c>f Tfindus in all parts of the country who entc^rtuin it 
feeling of reverence for the Belur Math? 

ie) Will the ITon’ble the Minister W pleascMl to state whether the* 
Government are considering the desirability of mpiesting thc^ Bailwuy 
Board to relinquish the prcqsisal of acquiring tlm site as announr4‘d io 
the Calcutta Gazette of the Tth NovemlnT, 1923? 


The Hofi’bie Macqi Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN GHUZNAVIf 

(u) Yes. 

ih) Government an* not aware of the details rd homesteads ami 
families f|>lling in the proposed urea. 

(c) to ie) The question of an alternative site is now Wing examined 
and due consideration is being given to tho protests made to Government. 
It has already been decidwl to exclude from the ac<|uisition sufficient limd 
contiguous to the Math to preserve its tranquillity and another i>orliair 
to the north-east will ceHainly W omitted. Whether the remainder of 
the land included in the declaration will be acquired or an entirely alter* 
native sito selected bas not yet been decided. 
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ConfbtMition ii> Suborcfiiuito ExBOutive SenrioB. 


102. BiOni BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: (a) Will the Hon'ble'tbe 
"Memlw in charg-o of the Appointment Departm^ent be pleased to state 
-^'helher it is a fac t that the confirmations of officers of the Subordinate 
Executive Service are lx*in^ withheld since April, 19^3? 

(h) If HO, will the ITon’ble the Member be pWsed to lay on the table 
4k statement whowing — 

(i) the miml)er of officers held back from confirmation; 

(ii) the length of their service; and 

{Hi) the due date of their confinnation? 

(c) Will tlio Ilon’blo the MemWr be also pleased to lay on the table 
.a c-om]Kirative Htutement of officers of the above ser\’ice held back from 
'Confinnation, for the last three years? 

(d) Ih the ITon’ldo the Meml)er aware that this has l)een the caust* of 
■<li8Content among the officers? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
tHon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenion): Oi) (^uifirmation in the Subordinate 
Executive Service is dependent on tlu* following conditions : — ^ 

(i) the (.dicer having completed two years’ M‘rvice. 

(u) his having ]nissed the depaHmeiital examinations compb^tely 
by liotb .standards and liaving submitted a TnMsury Training 
Certificate and ('as<^ nM'ords to tlie satisfaction of the T^egal 
HenuMiibraucer. 

The offii’cr’s geiiend fitness. 

It is not a fart that th<* confirmation of any officer who has satisfied 
“th<*s4' ('onditi(Mis has Ihhmi withheld .sinc'e April, 1923. There are two 
officers who had satisfied (ondition.s ti) and (ii) l>efoiv that m(»nth w'ho 
liave not yet Immoi confirmed as (lovernment are not yet satisfied as to 
4 heir gtuieral fitness. 

(/;) to (d) Do not arise. 

Hoctfis for Caloutta Modioal CoUoge students. 

103. Mr, P. N. CUHA: (n) Will the non’ble the Mfnister in 
'<’harge (»f the Department of l/ocul Self-Doveniment W pleased to stato 
fthe numher of students of the Cah utta Medical College, residing in — 

(i) messes, and 

{it) iKmrding houses, attached t€» the College? 

(h) How* many houses are there for the accommodation of the 
«tudent«? 
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(r) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the medical students are 
auffering inconvenience for want of neromnwalation in thew^ houw's? 

{<!) Are the Govenunent consideriuj^ the desirability of constructinir 
fluitable residential quarters for the students in the vieinity of th^ 
Medical College? , 

Mf« C« Sa DUTTs Three hundred and twenty-seven studenU 

residing in IT attached messes. 

(fi) Nil. 

(h) Seventeen. * • 

(r) No sH^riou.s inconvenience has Ihm-h reported. 

(ff) Government consider it desinil)le that suital>le hostels should Im 
constructed for the students of the Cahutta Me<ln‘al Collcgt^. I.aml has 
already been ac(juir(Hl for tlie purpose at a cost of lU. T.d’tlMM) and the 
projwt f<»r construction of hostels at an estimated <'ost of Hs. S.M.lll) 
has received tlie administrative approxul of (Jovernment. Tlie pn>jt‘ct 
has, hoxxever, Ihumi hehi up for want t)f fumls. 


Appointments in the Excise Department. 

104. Mr. P. N. CUHA. (a) Will the flon’ldetlje Ministu in « harge 
of the Department of Agmoilturc and Imlustnes he pleusf^l to state 
the inimlMT cd' ajjpointmeiits that fell vacant in the Kxclse Department 
during the last three immths!** 

(h) AVill tlu* Hon’hle th(* Minis^'r lx* ]>leas<*<l to »tat4* wlo'ther all 
fliese vacancies have been filleif up? 

(r) If 80 , when wen* th(*y fille4l up? 

(d) Were they lilleil ui> h\ the pres<*nt Il«m'hle the .Minister or l»y 
hifi pradeeessor? 

(/’) How many of tliesc appointments were fille«l up by tbe appoint- 
ment of Hindus and how man\ by tlo* app4*intment of MubaminiMlaus? 

Tlie Hon*ble Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVIi 

(ot There were sixteen tem|x»rar>’ Excise .Sub-Ins|M*r(prshi|m to l>f» 
filled up in the last three months. 

(h) All tlif vacancie# were filled up, hut one of the sidecte*! candi- 
dates having refu.s<'<l the apjaiintmcnt offeresi t4» him, therf' is at present 
one vacancy. 

(r) The alxjve apiKuntinents were made on the Kth Junuarj’, Df24. 

(d) The apiMuntments were made by the (‘ominissioner of ExciMt and 
Salt, Bengal, in acconlance with the r<criiilmeiit rules. 

(r) Eight ap{K>intmenU wcr* given to Hindus and eight to Muham- 
madanA. 
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105. SHAH SYEB EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the "Hon’ble the 

Ministor in charjfoof the Department of Education he pleased to state — 

(i) for how many years the proposal for the abolitihn of the Circle 

Schools is goinjf on ; 

(ii) how many of the Circle Panr^its ^ave been transferred to the 

retained schools durinj^ that period; 

(iti) whether new men of the same qualifications have been taken 
into those' schools; and 

(iv) if so, what is the number of the new recruitsP 

(/>) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister be pleased to state why the per- 
manent Circle Pandits have not Wn provided with the new vacancies? 

(c) Are the (Government considerinj? the desirability of providing the 
Circle Pandits thn)W'n out of serv'ice with suitable [vosts? 

{(1) Is the IJon’ble the Minister awart^ that the abolished Circle 
»Sch(M>l8 hjul fvinds of their own? 

(c) Is it a fact that the (lovenunent have taken possession of those 
funds after the atmlition of the ('in*le SchfK)l8? 

(/) If the answer to clauw (c) is in the atiinnative will the Hon'hle 
the Minister Ix' j)leased to stale • 

{/) the amount thus accjuirwl by the (lovemment : and 
(n) the head uruler which the money has been cr(*dited in the budget? 

(//) An* the (jovenimeiil considering tlje desirability of spinuling thq 
money in giving the ('in le Pundits luainlcnance ull(>wance8 unlt»s8 and 
until they an* pn)vi«led with posts? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon'bIc Mauivi A. K, Fail-ul Huq): (<i) <i) Over 21 years. 

(<i) I’he inforiuation is not available, and protracted inquiry would 
be required to get the figures. 

(ill) and (ir) Infonnalion rweived from In8j>ector8 of Schools indi- 
cates that no new men were appointed permanently to the retained 
wdiools. 

(h) Each case was decided on its merits mainly in fUe interest of 
the Pandit concemetl. 

(c) Yes; so far as is possible^ will l>e done. 

{il) This appears to lie the case in some inst-ances. 

(c) The abolition of (^ircle 5^1i(Kd8 is not yet complete, and Govern- 
ment are not yet in possession of all the facts; but the available informa- 
tion indicates that in some cases money owned by these schools has been 
deposited in the treasury. 
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if) (i) The exact amount is not vet known. As stated above, the 
eaae is still in progress. 

(u) The money is ret'eived as a Government rec'eipt under the 
general head of Education. * 

{g) No. All Pandits holding j>ermanent appi>intments who are not 
provided with. posts under Government will Ik* jiuul frt)m j>n)vineial 
revenues such j^ensions or gratuities us they may have earned. 


Hand spinning industry. . 

106. Mauhri ABDUR RASHID KHAN: Will the lion hie the 
Minister in charge of the l)epartm**iit of Agricultun* and Industries l)e 
pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken hy the Govenunent 
to improve and encourage hand spinning and the amount siH'ni on this 
industry by the Government during the last tlm*e years 

The Hon*bto Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVI: 

Designs of improved charkas were supplied hy the de|Kirtment of Indus- 
tries to several firms, six of whom put the charhn on the market and 
sold them. Certain firms in Europe were nske<l to supply hand spinning 
machines such as were usimI in Eun»j>e hefon* |M)wer-driven machinery' 
was introduced, Sovenil sets of spinning machim*s have U'en t‘onstructe<! 
and supplied hy the Government Weaving Institute, Senun|Mire, to 
inquirers. A sj>ecial department in hand spinning was openivl at the 
Government Weaving Institute, SerumjMuv. The (iovcriiincnt jM*ri- 
patetic weaving scIkmjIs all o%»r llentral regularly gave demonstrations 
in the spinning of jute, hemp, wool, eoii ami other long stajdi'sl fibres 
with spinning machines made at Seram|K>re. Dt'monstrations were nlsf> 
given at all exhibitions in whi('h the Weaving Iristitute partieijmted. 
In addition to other expenditure incurn*d hut tlifficult t<> estimate (lov- 
emment 8j>ent Ks, Il.OTM) on the manufactim' ami <lemonsOration of 
Bpinniug machines. These are hut some examples of the various steps 
taken Goveniment for the encouragement of hand spinning. 


AdmiMiofi of viiitort to mootmgo of loool bodlot. 

167, Mtulti ABDUL QUADER: Will the Ilonide the Minister in 
charge of Che Department of Ixk'uI J^slf-Govemment lie pleased to state 
whether visitors are allowed U} attend the sittings of Distriet Hoards and 
Municipalities? 

Mr. C. 6. OUTT: The member is refenvd to the answer given to 
clause (a) of unstarred question No. 25 nske<l by Hhah Syed Emdadul 
Haq in tho November Session of 1922, which is printed at page 69 ol 
Tolome X ol the Bengal Legislative Council Proceedings. 
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Mr. C. R. Das: If I rine on the last day of this debate it is not to 
inHirt a long speech on ihi.s Houae but to make a few observations in 
8el/-defetice and to make a constructive suggestion. Sir, it has been said 
that I am the high priest of destruction in Indian politlc.s. This criticism 
may delude those who are fond of copy-book maxims of morality. But 
I feel sure it will not appeal to those who are in the habit of dealing with 
living principles and questions of life. I ask my critics to point out one 
single instance whefe there has lieeij any real constructive work without 
some destruction somewhere. If I am destructive, it is because I want 
to construct. If I am a non-co-operator, I can assure my friends if is 
hecuuse I ladieve in co-operation, and I believe that no co-operatioi^ i| 
[Kissible in this country unless you start with non-co-operation. Il 
co-operation possible between masters and slaves? What kind of 
co-operation may I ask do you expect l>etween masters and slaves? 
My friend, Mr. P. (\ Mitter, has always been a stout champion of 
co-operation, but what did we hear from him the other day? He said 
that all the tirin' that lie was .seeking co-operation of course he was 
speaking as a co-operator - his voice was not heard and he was crying in 
the wilderness. Well, I do not know whether he realised this fact then 
but whether he did or whether he di<l not he has certainly given expres- 
sion to what is true of this so-called co-ojieration. (’an we co-operate 
when our rights are disregarded? It is abundantly clear that if tho 
(Jovernment really desires the co-operation of the pniple (hear, hear), 
they must respond to the w'ishes of the jicople. We are not prepared to 
co-operate wdiere our rights are disregarded and when bur finances ai«» 
playeil with in the manner it ha.s be<»n done for the last lf>0 years. 

Now, Sir, I tremble to make a constructive suggestion. I find the 
Kame policy is jmrsuetl even to-day -the jKilicy of mistrust. We are 
charged with mistrust in the (lovernment, but my answer is — it is 
IkHause the (lovernment has always mistrusted the people. Was it not 
jminted out by Mr. Surendra Nath Banerjea (a.s he then was) that the 
history of Anglo-Indian administration is strewn broadcast with frag- 
ments of bniken pledges? Since the declaration that memorable 
dtH‘luration of 1S57, I rt'fer to the Queen’s Proclamation — down to the 
Ueforms Act, for our part the history of Anglo-Indian administration has 
been the history of dead hojM's and crushed aspirations, and yet we are 
asked to co-o|iemte with the (Government. What ulwut the bufiget s]>eech 
to which we listened the other day? We are told that there wa« a sur- 
plus ~1 am s[)eaking from memory - -of a crore and twenty-four or twenty- 
^ five lakhs from the new taxes. Dr. Bidhan (^handra Boy pointed out that 
the (Government is promise-bound to spend that for the transferred depart- 
meuts. He jHiinted out promise after promise— the promise of His 
Excellency the Governor, the promise of those who come under him — but 
that promise has been wholly broken and the other day we were told that 
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^ tkis surplus was reserved for something else. Sir, I put a constructive- 
suggestion before the Government for the last time. Now, out of this one- 
orore and twenty-four thousand- -(A voice: 24 liikhsV~I cannot think 
of erores and lakhs — why not out of this, if you want to waste, waste tw^ 
thirds of it, leavf one-third for the transferred department? Surely,, 
this is a modest nHjuest. Borrow Us. 5 erores at 0 j>er cent, interest and* 
arrange for a ‘sinking fund at 2J per cent. 1 think 1 have workwl it- 
out in this way : if you spend IdJ lakhs for sinking fund charges anil 
30 lakhs to pay the interest you will clear the wliole debt in 20 yearn. 
With fy erores for nation-huilding pur|H»se8 you wn do a great deal. 
Spend one crore for technical edin'ation in Bengal, spend one crore for 
primary education, spend 30 lakhs for special Muhammadan educational 
iu$titutions (hear, hear), spend 30 lakhs for those who are callwl the- 
depressed classes I do not l>elieve that they are depressed classes they 
are o]ipressed classes (hear, hear) oppressed by the Government and Urn 
higher classes alike: sjiend one crore for the develo])ment of cotiuge- 
indu.stries. spend one crore for weeding out malaria and kalu-a«ar and 
8i>end 40 lakhs for the develo[iment of agriculture you can do all thi* 
with five erores without any special efforts if you liorrow it at 6 per cent, 
and spend one-third of the sum— the whole of which you aro promise- 
Ixuind to spend towanls the transferred departments, and one-third to» 
pay the interest and one-third tow’ards the sinking fund chargt*s, and 
I am sure you can belter the cmidition of the |>eople in this province. But 
w’ill this i>e done? I, for <uie, hardly hope it will Ih' done. 1 sj»enk 
bitterly because we feel that our caw is a case of lost opjKirtunitiea, 

• broken promises ainl neglected interests. I make this constructive- 
Suggestion for Oie lust time afld I want to see how the Government dealt 
with it. You arc always referring to the nation-huilding depart men tt. 
I have often Ix^en tobl “ responsible (ioveniment, 

the nation-building departments,*' but these so-calle«l naiion-buibling* 
departments were in.stituted to starved, the mition-building depart- 
ment^ which are put f(»rward a« a pretence of self-government the 
nutiou-building departnicnts which were never at any lime intcndeil to 
l)e wefrked in the spirit of the Beforms Act. If \ou are si mere are you 
ijit^cere? I make this constructive suggestion. us see how you deal 

with it. 

TIM Hoii*Mt Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN QHUZNAVlr 

I think it* is fairly well known that the budget generally Jakes its final* 
form for presentation to the Council by alxiut the middle of January. 
Hence Ministers apiwinted in January’ can w’arcely have an opportunity' 
of influencing their first year’s budget, whereas if the elfs-tions were held 
in June and Ministers took office in July, they would have time till 
October to survey the scene and decide what should or should not bw 
provided for in the subsequent budget. This has been our initial diffi- 
culty, and this is our answer to some of the criticisms in that direction. 
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It will, however, be possible for me t^^ake my policy felt in the 
«flrainistration of the funds which I found already provided iu the budg^et 
by reappropriation for which I trust I shall have the approval of the 
Gouncil, when necessary, in order to enable me tp utilise those funds, for 
the purpose of working? my j)olicy which I shall have the privilege of out- 
lining for the approval of the Council. 

The responsible and constructive criticism of those who desire to see 
progress made, who desire to prove that we have the (’opacity of self- 
government in us and to take away by practical demonstration the last 
prop that supports the argument against handing (*ver the complete 
administration of the country to the representatives of the people, a con- 
eummation which all alike desire, this responsible and constructive 
criticism will always strengthen my hands in giving effect to my policy 
•nd it will receive my most earnest and sympathetic consideiatiou. 

The country has had an unfortunate succession of deficit budgets 
coinciding with the initiation of the reforms and it must have been 
particularly galling to those wlio were eager for progress and for further 
reform; but in this, our country did not stand alone, for most of the 
budgets of the world have been unsatisfac tory for that period. The 
iiujvi table' reaction of the world-wide struggles of the last decade upon 
trade and commerce and the e<‘onoinic conditions of countries generally 
was the cause. We are emerging, it may be hoped, from that reaction 
now. Uui Harendra Noth (’haudhuri and others have mentioned about 
the Mc'ston Award. Yes, we have still to fight the Meston Award or els© 
nil the sacrifices of taxation and retrenchments will Imve been in vain 
und our ambit ions schemes of development in the transferred departments 
will 1)© hut idle dreams. Kesponsihility artd sacrifice will be our greatest 
assets in that fight. Sacrifice our people have already shown. lict us 
not throw away our other wen|K)n of resj>onsihility and retard the pro- 
gress of Bengal for another det’ade. I/et this Council act in a responsible 
manner and disjday its desire and its aeal to carry on and then, in face 
of the sacrificM's we have made, the Menton Award ('unnot subsist. With 
the Meston Award revised, Bengal can look to developments which cannot 
fail to conviiu'e the j>eople that within the four corners of the present 
constitution then* are possibilities far greater than have yet been dreamt 
of, jK>.ssibilities the greatness of which is not unworthy of our be.st efforts 
to achieve and the (’oiusummation of which will be the one unanswerable 
argument against those who would longer withhold from us the plenitude 
of power whii'b we all desire. 

Sir, I abjure my countrymen in the name of God, in the name of all 
ilmi is holy, not to strengthen the hands of those reactionaries and 
diebards who would so withhold from us what is our birthright, by our 
refusing to take advantage of the op])ortuniiies already plac^ within 
our reach by an obstructive policy which may, on the contrary, only prove 
that we are unfit for self-government or even for the present measure of 
responsibility. Such a refusal will be the very height of unwisdom at 
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present juncture when in the |>olitical fiehl of Knfrland the reins of 
jpolicy have c^me into the hands of a laihour Govern men t and in particular 
of a Secretary of State who has already jriven evidence of his sincere 
good-will for India ampins svinpathy for her attainment of Dominioif 
Stafus. Here in* this Council let us take this (*p|K)rtunity of expressing 
our gratitude to tfie Secretary of State for the as-iurance whi<’h he has 
thus given us end let us in our turn asNure him id our hUp|K>rt and 
co-operation in helping us to theeaily attainment of our ginih 

Turning from these general considerations to the departments for 
which I am more immediately le^portsihle, (here coim»s first the Agrienl- 
tural Department. 

Agrieulture is admittedlx (he greatest industry not only of Bengal 
but of the whide of India. In more sen-oes tlian one the salvation of the 
country lies in tlu* improveinent of the agricultural industry from ita 
present depressed condition. Not only is the present unemployment due 
largely to the failure of the agricultural industry but we have it on the 
high authority of Dr. Bentley, the present Director of INiblic Health, that 
it is only through the improvement of agricnllnre that (he prohlems of 
disease am! depopulation and even of the prevention of malaria can l»o 
siitisfaetorily solved. Thus not only from the point of view of industrial 
welfare but also from the j>oint of view of public healtli generally it ia 
the l>ounden duty of Government to explore all j)Ossil)le avenues for (he 
improvement of the agricultural industry thoroughout (he province. 

To put it in a nutshell the position is (his: Agriiulture as a paying 
industry has broken down. People have ceased to Iwdieie in agriiMilture 
as a paying business concern. ^A great many jK*ople among the Uuulm* 
loffh$ as well us [K*asants still kiM'p up agriculture as their ancestral 
me 11 put ion, but in many cases at an actual loss. As a leHult, the ehildren 
of peasants a.s well ns of petty landlords are foisuking agrii ulture as n 
profession and are swelling the raiik.s of candidates for Government and 
other clerkships on salaries varying fixun Us. 20 to Us. (10 u month. 
Having ceased to be a paying profession, agriculture has also censed to lie 
a dignified profession and hhatlralohs no longer care to go in for it as 
they did in the old days in the villages. 

In order therefore to raise agriculture to its pro|K*r jaisition in the 
national economy we must pnive to the jieople (hat agrir ulture pays and 
that projierly iMinducteil it is highly remunerative. We must 
demon»trata»before the jieople how by making agriculture into a “ Mter 
businesa " we can bring about “ Mter living ’* for the c^ommunity. 

It miuit obviously be the duty of the Government to take u Iiwid in this 
matter. The work of the Agricultural Department in the held of research 
has brought forth valuable resulU in the shape of knowledge in respect 
of seed, manure, new crops, new methods, proper crop -rotations, etc. 
Where it has been defective it apjiears to me is in the matter of making 
the knowledge of the results a part of the common fiossesston of the 
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a^'i<*ultural fomniunity. It is, I fear, unfortunately only too true that 
the ^reneral body of a^rriculturists still continues to have little faith in the 
iro<trurtion imparted by the officers of the Ajrricultural Department. 
Vhe ffeneral reply with which officers of the department are met is : 

" Before we can adopt your advice and your method. show us that your 
method has broup^ht about the result which you claim for it.^* Govern- 
ment have established a number of fayms in the province and the people 
naturally turn to them to find confirmation of the instructions issued by 
the dejmrtment. To the scientist the farms may to some extent supply 
that confirmation i)tit to the ordinary cultivator the confirmation is not 
obvious ami to reach his comprehension it must be made obvious, it must 
be made clear and easily intelligible. Otherwise the farms may produce 
tlie very reverse of the effect which they are intended to produce. 
Nowhere in these farms is there a c lear demonstration that afyriculture 
can l>e a remunerative profession. On the other hand the figures 
published in the annual report.s show that the annual expenditure on each 
farm greatly exceeds the receijds, and suggest that agriculture even as 
practised by Government departments is not a j)ayiiiig propo.sition. 

It is true that one of the most important functions of these farms is 
to condm t ex[)eriment.s with seetls, manure, iriigation, new croi)s, new 
metho<ls, crop rotation** and the suitability of sj)eciul methods to the soil 
of the farm and of the district in which it is situated and these experi- 
ments must <’ontinne to be an essential part of the work of each farm. 

At th(‘ same time it i.s cdjvious that the whole object of Government will 
be frustrated uidess these* farms jmssess In^sides the experimental section 
another sectiioi in whi<*h the* methoil of comlue ting agriculture as a * 
“ better busiries^ " can be exemjdifi(*d be*fore the people. That is to suf, 
these farms must contain a section where iigriculture is condiu'ted as a 
remunerative profession and where it can be shown that a tyj)ical holding 
canm)t only be worked at a pixifit. but at a profit much greater than what 
accrues to th<» ordinary agriculturists who conduots his operations 
accorcling tc» the edd time-worn methods. 

In the experimental siM’tion the wm si derat ions of economy do not 
arise. Thi.s sectiem, however, must kept entirely distinct from the 
other mM'tion which should he run on husim^s.s lines and in which the 
ri'sulls c)f su(’cs*ssful ex|H*riinents of the experimental section will lie put 
into pnicticM* and demoustralcMl to the puhlie. Seimrate accounts should 
W kept for the first Ht'ctic»n, the strictest ec'onoiny should be observed 
and pimdy business methods followeil. It should Ij© the bumDess of the 
officer in charge of the fann to show in this section at the end of the 
year a clear and satisfactory balance of profit on the working of the 
farm, AccoixUng to the various needs t»f each district the operations 
in the farm should include field coops, fodder crops, market gardening, 
fniit farming, iioultry fanning and dair>' fanning. The experimental 
|K>rtion of each farm should be reduced, the portion conducted on buai- 
ness lines should be considerably increased. If the practical results 
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•re commensurate with the expi^rimental work, aa it ou|rht to be, then 
in no «listant*future there may W a ixiHsihility of the Airricultuml 
• Dejwrtment pavinjf its own way to a large extent. 

|f it Ik* shown that a holtiitig of this nature couh) l>e made 

«nffici«mtly remunerative it wtmld have a great result in 
agriculture as a profession in inducing educated |HH>ple to take np 
Hcientific agriculture and farming than any lectures on the mere abstract 
principlt*s of scientifii agriculture. It mill <H>nstitute a practical illua- 
f ration to our |KVfple of how larniing should In* wnducUnl. 

Now in this mutter (bjverniHcnt furniN of the nutlire I have indicated 
would offer a s|)e<'ial suitable field of work. One of the most s<»rious 
obstacles to the improvement of agriculture in the cMuintrv i** the extri*!ne 
subdivision of holdings into fraginiMitarv plots. Anything that will 
encourage the agriculturists to <‘<»ns»didnte their holdings by joining up 
Hrattere4l pl(»t,M into larg(* bhx ks will have u highly lienefi<'ial effect and 
will Im‘ a step t(4wards tlie cr^Miticm of farms in tlw* s#»nse in which the 
is underst(KHi in all i»rog^resHive countries. Satisfactory solution 
lies in the way <if' teac hing people to upfily the principles of c(M»|K'ration 
to agriculture. Tins ran only la* eflfectivady brought alnuit if tlie tlco'- 
erninent farrn.s can made to show pnicticnl r»*sults. 

The fanii sh^uhi In* a st'lf-contai til'll block 4»r blocks of land with the 
nece.ssar> form Imildings standing on it, its plough, cuttle and its own 
irrigation facilities. By managing u iM>rtion of each Government farm 
in the way suggested alsjve (Jovernment will <hrectly etn’<»urage the 
creation fd farms in the true sense of the w’^ord and this will have u far- 
reaching infiiience <»n agricultiy^il n‘fomi. Kach Government fann is a 
compact hltH'k of land with its fann huildings, plough cattle and irriga- 
tif)n facilities and if (onduf t^Ml on business lines and shown to la* remuner- 
ative it will stnrul out as an ohjcs't lessrm to the fieople in the mutter of 
c4>T)solidation of luddings and it will as an iri(K*ntive to the creation 
of similar self-conluiiuHl farms us well as the introduction of scientific 
agriculture as comlucted on tiie principles enum iated hv the ex|He*rti of 
Government. 

As incidental advantages of the iiianngenient of the Government 
farms on business lines it may lie mentioned that the agricultural 
officers themselves will acrjuire a more jiractira] training and will com- 
mand more confidence among the cultivators. Training gnmnds will 
Ik> created *for apprentices of tlie peasant as well as of the hhadralog 
class who will leani there not only to regard agriculture as an honour- 
able profession hut also to conduct it in a profitable manner and this 
will go a great way in encouraging cultivates and capitalists to invest 
more money on agriculture than they do at present. 

It is of the utmost importance that a careful record should be kept 
separately of the income and expenditure of the demonstnition section 
of the farm and the statement of tncpine and expenditure along with 
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th#* (leiailw of <he method of rultivation, irrij^atian, etc., should Ijp 
printed in Bengali at the end of each year and circulated among the 
fMH>pIe in order to create confidence in the methods of the department. 
•It inf iiefHlIeHs to mention that not only should the method -of cultivation 
receive careful atlention in the farm, hut the marketing aspect o^ the 
question should receive careful consideration and it should be the busi- 
ness of the officers in charge to make necessarj' arrangements to sell 
the jirodnce of the fann at the most profitable market. In this way an 
admirable lead will Ih* given to the i)eople in each district ns to how to 
conduct farming ns^ it should be conducted, and to restore to the great 
profession of agriculture the high position which it ought to mrupy in 
the national economy, and they will l>e prepared for the formation of 
those c<voj)erative market associations which the Oo-oi>erative Depart- 
ment has for twenty years endeavoured in vain to initiate. 

I have outlined a policy whi<‘h I intend to pursue with the material 
which we have and the funds for which we are a.sking the rouncil. 
But I am considering a further develoi>ment. We have no really big 
modern farms in Bengal, farms of, say, 200 acres or so, run with 
mrslern machinery oti imxlei-n metlu'ds. Tt has t(H) often In^en taken for 
granted that such farms are an imiK)ssihility in this country, yet I am 
told there ari^ examples or there is at leirwt one example of su<*h a farm 
within n few hundred miles of Calcutta, at a place oulled Daulatpur 
employing niot(»r fractors and lutMlern farm machinery and what is most 
important, paying well. If we could demonstnite the jK>ssihility of 
such practical large seah* fanning we might o|x‘n up a new pmfession 
for educ’attMl men with some «’Hpital and iiiitiativt*. Figures have l)een 
jdttced Indore me which show that a gwd return can bt* exjx*cted frorn 
large scale modern farming in Bengal. As a zamindar I know that 
there are in many places large areas of lands from which such farms 
could lx* <'onstituted. I know zaniindars who are anxious to induce 
their sotis to take up large un^as of their Khas lands and farm them on 
mf»den» lines. But they have no place to look for the guidance and 
training which is necessafy* for such an undertaking. I am examining 
this question with a view to demonstrating what can be done. If we 
could he successful nndi if we could induce even half a doxen young men 
in ever>‘ district to take up large scale farming on scientific lines we 
should have a great achievement to our credit. A wonderful effect 
would Ik* exeix'ised on agriculture by the infiuence of these farms on 
surrounding holdings. The social life of the people in the mufassal 
would be influenced no less than their agriculture and a healthy and 
honouraUe profession woj^ld he opened up for young men. The more 
I think of the possibilities of such develc^nnent the more convinced I 
become and I trust I shall have the support of the Council in investiga* 
ting these possibilities. 

Apart from the existing farms we are adding two more to our list 
this year, namely, Binajpur and Jalpaiguri, and 1 am grateful to Mr. 



Disrrssiox of the BrimET. 


1924.] 


m 


Travers, Khan Bahadur Musharraf Hossain and Dr. Mareno for their 
mppreciation of our policy. 

My predeOensor. the 5^nwah Sahih, hii'i referml tii educational sKi heinel 
in aVriculture. ‘It is undoulUfdly alhirini;^ for some to lay ijreat atreaa 
on educational schemes in agriculture and to deplore tim want of ajjri* 
cultural wduads. Past exj»erience has amply shown that studenta pa««- 
ing out from such institutums nivariahly hanker after tioverument 
employment, and wliat is tlie rea'-on)' It is simply and solely IxH'ause 
they do not ladieve that a^ricultiirii can a business. There* 

fore it is all the more necessiiry to demonstrate with practical result 
that a^rriculttire {an ls» run on husiness lines than to have airricultural 
sclKxd.s whi{'h will <mly turn {ui! an additional {juota to swell the rank 
of the discMUiteil. Tin* Nawah Sahih has uKo said that if I ha{| 
sea!(‘hed in the {)f!i('<‘s of the departments 1 would have foum! schemes 
such as thos4'' he has menti»>ue<l, ready for ini'orjioration. In reply I 
can only say that I dnl not fad lookiiiff into every pijfcHm-hole in iw^urch 
of them hut to my ^rrief without atiy success. lie also thinks that the 
districts ( hosrui for the two new ftinns in .Talimij^uri and Dinajpur are 
m t tlie linppiest choice. May I say that if that (dioitM* was not happy, 
he is hims{'lf to hlame as the choii'e was made hy himK 1 am how'ever 
vetv much ohlitrcsl to him for Isunj? assured that he has every ilesire to 
help rather than to ini|H'de me. 

1'he improxeiiHUit of catth* is a most iin|><>rtani function of the Ajrn- 
culture l)eparlnn*nl. The la-t (’oiim il lefiiscd to pioxide fumls <<1 
employ an expt rt, Init soinethinj; is luonj^^ d<»iH* in Kaii^rpur (’uttle Farm 
vl^n] ifi Dacca t<- evolve a straifl of cattle which will pro\i<le ^ckmI milk 
ai d ^'o<»d draught tattle. An\thinjr that can tend to hrinjf alsmt this 
evtdutitm will, 1 hop<‘, have the supiK)rt of the (Vuncil, fr»r with >yood 
milk, public health i.^ larjrcly coru^erned ami with jt^kI draught tattle 
ufTrieiihufe mijirht Is* ver\ ct jnsid<*rahly imprt>ve<l. So fur w e are imfmrt' 
in>r hulls of provetl ^otsl strains for our purjKise and cmssinj? them with 
deslii and Sindhi cows in our possessitjn tt> achieve our results hy selec- 
tion and diatrihute the results amongst the ik'oplo. 

In Sericulture we are pursuing the policy t»f dintrihiiting diseases 
free se<*<l from our iiur«»riee, increasing (he numlMT of nurseries and 
extending sericulture into districts in which it has fallen inlt> disuse 
alw’iivs from diseaw* among the worms. There is an insatiable market, 
espc'cially in Amerit'a, for silk, hut high standards are mjuiretl for that 
market. If we can urhievi* tlmse «tandards the industry will flourish. 
Our seeds are still popular and the rearers are willing to pay more and 
more for them so that we are more nearly approaching the rtmliration of 
the coat price of their jwpoduction. 

There are two small department*; — to some extent the handmaids of 
the Agriculture Department — to which I must briefly refer. I mean the 
Veterinary and Co-operative Departments. Each of these is essential 
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tr> Huccpswful agriculture although they both extend their influence <(» 
other fieldfl a« well. The agriculture of the province depends for its 
power and to a large extent for its manure on our cattle and the parti- 
cular charge of the Veterinary Department is the cattle of the coun^try. 
We are asking for funds to build a veterinary hospital in Dacca. There 
is no large veterinary' hospital in Eastern Bengal and it is hoped that the 
opening of this new l^ospital will 1)^ greatly appreciated. The e.sti- 
mated cost is Rs. 29,000. No provision has yet been made for the staff, 
because the building will not l)e ready by next year. This hospital is 
not like the small 'District Board hospital to which Khan Bahadur 
Mushamif TTossain ivferreil as being empty of patients in Talpaigiiri. 

If this means healthy cattle in Jalpaiguri I congratulate him, but I am 
certain our hospital in Dacca w'ill not l)e empty. 

Oo-o|>erative credit has been well organised and although there is 
rofini for very much more expansion there is scarcely a corner of the 
country w’hich is not within easy reach of a society now. Co-operative 
trade and marketing, however, are still almost unknown. The organi- 
sation of cottage industries, especially weaving, has made good pro- 
gress and it is (Uir ixdicy to encourage this pmgress. The number of 
these so<'ietic*s apd their variety i.s daily increasing and we shall encx>urage 
them in every way. But j>erhaps the development of co-o|vnitive irri- 
gation in Western Bengal is one of the Invst lint's of our jxdicy and one 
that we inttuid to pursue with the greatest vigour. \ few years ago 
an exiierimental irrigation stK'iety n*vealed during the famine in Bankura 
the limitless possibilities of such .societies in Western Bengal and in his 
latest rep<»rts (he Registrar proudly boast k of areas of biotuning corps * 
watered by thew^ societies surrounded bV the withering fields of tho4e 
less fortunate and unorganised. There is no fonn of hwal effort that 
Government will more rentlilv assist than this which has s«> striking 
a feature of the districts of Bankura and Birhhum. 

It is with gixMit reluctance that I Mt*w turn to Excise. My friend Mr. 
Sudarsan Chakruvorty ns well as Mr. Bejoy Krishna Bose resent the ideo 
of exploiting vice for the sake of revenue. 1 am absolutely at one with 
them. S{H'aking for myself I cannot hut abhor the traffic in intoxicating 
liquors and drtigs as I Wlong to tha^ greatest Temperance Federation oi 
the world, namely, Islam. What that great and wonderful prophet of 
Arabia (may pence l»e upon him) did, it has taken over 13 centuries for 
America to achieve. To me America is a proud example and a country 
to b<' envied. Once she was saturated with drink; to-day she is abso- 
lutely dr>\ I envy her magnificent efforts which have culminated in 
eradicating the evil# which must eat away the very vitals of a nation. 

1 envy the education, the grit of her people, the efforts of het woman- 
hood and the eloquence of her preachers which achieved this glorious 
result. I envy the independence which enabled her to cut herself 
adrift fiom alcoholism, and I pray fervently to God that one day in the 
near future my own t'ountry will follow that proud example and will 
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acbiort* that glorious end. Speaking for myoell I do believe that total 
prohibition should be our goal. I ran see perhaps the hand of rn>vi- 
dence in the fat t that Kxoise portfolio should l>e in my charge. But 
even in the fervour which religious obligations and natural instinrf 
alike produce, Ucpnnot shut my eyes to the limitations of the case; and 
unfurl iinatoly ftovernment cannot adopt at least for the present total 
prohibition a« their |adicv, I feel sim\ however, that tho(^'t^lcil will 
believe me when I say that witliin the liiuitutions which we must 
recognise*. I shall spare no effort towards refonn. 

I agree w’ith Professor Mukerji that it is an unfortunate fact that 
Excise revenue is increasing and is ni‘sjH>nsible for mort* than one-fifth of 
our total provincial revenues. Hut the h>ss of this revenue at imee 
w'itliout anything to replace it would <‘ffectively paralyse* the (lovern- 
nient, and until our agriculture and indust rn^s can give us increased 
returns to c(»mpensatc fnr the loss. 1 am afraid. »t will not la* possible for 
Government to go to the length of adopting total prohibition as their 
fi.xed |>olicy. It is a hojielul sign that increas4» in Excise revenue is not 
due to in<‘r«*aH<? in consumption and my friend l'n»fiv»s(»r Mukerji cati 
satisfy himself on the |s>int h\ a glance at the figures. 

There i.s another limitation on our Excise {sdicy wdiiih all will 
recognise* ami which mun* w ill object to. Where alcohol and drugs are 
us<h 1 for nuHlicinal purix>ses no mu' — not even a Muslim— will insist on 
their supjires^ion. There is in many places a demand for inerea'*e in the 
numlH*r of opium shops, and this demand comes from the most unex|H*cted 
(juarters. The reason is that opium is amongst our |s*ople very largidy 
n medicine, a s|s*cific for certain illnesses and disiuuM'-s. Where this is the 
ra.se and while there is siudi a dearth of medical aid we shall recognise 
it as a nec'essary limitation on imr policy. 

Subject to these limitations our jxdicy has Iwen defined. Gne of the 
first cases I took up after receiving this |K>rtfolio was the rase dealing 
with the rewdutioD carried in this Council on the nioiiiui of Professor 
Mukerji in Septemlier. 1921. <»n this question of Temperance and Excise 
reform I admit freely the reawmableness of Prt»fessor Mukerji’s attitude. 
No Minister and least of all one brought up in the faith of Islam can turn 
a deaf ear to such reasonable pleading. We accept as our ptdiry tha 
increase of duties, the alndition of the auction system, the restriction of 
hours of sale, the raising of the age limit, the restriction of the numW 
of shops, the insistence on proper sanitation, and the gradual increase of 
the powers of the Advisory Committees aiming^ the creotion of lic ensing 
boards. But the Council may perhaps fail to realise how far we have 
gone. Of the total revenue of 2*16 crcires of nip<‘es derived from Excise 
nearly half is derived from Calcutta and we have handed over to a 
licensing board complete (xiwers in the Calcutta area. Presiding over 
that licensing board is that pillar of the Temperance cause, the Hon'ble 
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Sir DevapraHad Sarbadhikari, and on the board are advocates of temper- 
ance. They have used their powers in a reasonable way* recognizing 
apparently that the advance they desire to make must be gradual and 
sure. I do not think that they will complain that Government has in ^ny 
way interfered with their laudable intentions, I can* assure them that 
there will be no undue interference from me, but on the contrary I shall 
encourage them in their good work in <ivery pos.sible way. 

There remains the rest of the country where the system of Advisory 
CommitteeH with limited powers exists. No one claims, neither the 
temperance advocates nor Government, that this is a perfect system. It 
was admittedly an experiment with a view to the devolution of even wider 
and wider powers ns the powers already given are found to be used wisely 
and well. Any abuse of existing powers, or failure to use them or irres- 
ponsible use of them, and there have bei*n such cases, cannot fail to delay 
further extensiim. I am considering the whole of this case and I hope to 
produce some sidution which will commen<l itself to the Council and 
operate t(» the satisfaction of the genuine advocate of temperance and the 
W'elfare of the country. 

The p(dicy of enhancing duties, (»f avoiding the auction system, of 
reducing the nuinher of shofis and the hours of sale has beiui and will he 
still more steadfastly bdlowed. It has been extetided to the whole prov- 
ince and t(» jiachw'ai and lari. It is a policy which jjrodmes more revenue 
and less vi<’e. It has its faults — hut what pfdicy has imt!*^ It however 
appears to be giving Iw'tter and better results, and Government will glad- 
ly Welcome s\iggestions for the eradication of an\ faulK that exiNt .s(j 
to attain more rapidly to the policy which may be ionsidered perfe<’t. 

A word on the expenditure side of tlu‘ Excise budget. I need not 
enter into details as detailed e<msideration will come later on. The voted 
estisuate f(u lt)2b25 is Us. 11,97 ,0()() compared with Us. I?l,b2,000 which 
was the estijuate for last year, and yet Uai Hahadur Satyendra Nath Roy 
Chautlhun has said that there has bet^n no n‘trt*nchiucnt. The saving 
compuivd to last year's estimate is 1*0') lakhs and if we take voted and 
non-v<»tcd t<»gether the saving is I *9*1 lakhs a very considerable reduction. 
This red\ictioi» wtuild bave been nn>rc but for the fai t that the subordin- 
ftte staff of the Exc ise Department, which is very large, is generally on a 
time-scuU* of pay, and increments are accruing nimunlly. A certain 
amount of the expenditure on staff is of course rtH'ovemble fixffn the pro- 
prietors of IwmdtMl warehouses and others. The expenditure^ tfvo includes 
eomiHUisation of over a lakh of rupt*es which is paid to the Bhutan 
Durbar and the French authorities at Chandernagtire. When one con- 
siders the enormous tract of country' and the long sealxiard with which we 
have to deal w*ith it cannot lie said that this is excessive exjieiiditure. At 
a n‘suU of fhe Retrenchment Committee’s recommendations the retrench- 
ments have become possible. Borne of ♦hem involve a certnin amount of 
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ritk but afttr niatun* nuisi deration Goveminent decided to take that rink 
and the coraidg year will tell you with what results. 

I now turn to Civil W(»rks, The demaioU for fundn to construct new^ 
buildings have been subjected to a rigtu'tms su'rutiny by the FinaiOH* 
Department and s\ich prt»jectH m es«‘a|H*d tlieir bun weiv further comWd 
out by Ixjth sides of Government in two sm*cessive meetings. The final 
result shows a small and select li'.t of new proje<‘ts which rt^presents prac- 
tically an irmiuciblc ininimum neressuTy for a slight ex)mnsion of the 
Dejuirtuients for which they are reipiirwl. 

In the list of work.s in progn‘ss fur which funds an* re^uinMl next year, 
are included the eunipuratively few buildings which wen* started this 
year ami those which have lH*ei» in progn-s since lust vear or \ear lH*b»re. 

The im rease over this year in the iiiuount asked fur nmler the head 
“ Repairs is mainly due to the increased number of buildings taken over 
for maintenance us every new etonpleted building nM|uires an additional 
provisiem fur its n*pair. 

I nder “ (hniiniunieatiun it has been pt»ssibb‘ only to provide for lay- 
ing tar macadam on one of the (hileiitta maiilan roads, for huibling a 
bridge in the Darjeeling Terai and f(»r continuing with the pntgraiiime of 
improving the syslt»w» of mads in the .lalpaiguri Dual's, Tlie lattt^r 
includes the c^mstruction <»f the Isiwei .laldhaka lliidge leferred to by 
Mr. T ravers and no new' road projects ate provided for. 

The bri<lge in tlie Terai f<o which proxi^lon is made in next year’s 
budget is a non-v<ited item, but since Khan Bahadur Mushurrnf Ibrnsuin 
ha-, made mention of it. in his .sjjeet h I would explain that the reason for 
its im lusion i», that the present timber bridge is nearing the end of its 
life, and has cost so nun h in repairs during the last few years that 
expenditure on a new* steel bridge would be more eeonomii’ul than waist ing 
large sums on iiieffeetive repairs. 

I mler “ KHtablinhinent " there is a slight im rease which is due t<» the 
normal incremeiitH of pay, drawn by the staff under the new time-scale. 

1 can only say a few words alnnit the |M>licy of the Industrial Depart- 
ment. Retmmhinent has made eousiderahle inroads into this Depart- 
ment which was adniittcflly overstaffed, but a glance at the figures will 
»how that it has l>een well-directed rereiiehment. The estimate for 
Direction haul come down and the estimate for Development and Education 
ha» gone up. This is (he line we hax'e always l>ei»n urged by (Council tf) 
take. I am not in a position yet to say whether we have gone as far on 
this line as we can, but I shall certainly go into the working of the whole 
department with a view to following that line as far as jiossihle and 
diverting funds from salaries towards development and education. 

The Department of Industries has done a good deal for weaving and 
for tecbnkal schools. It is my pcdicy to do more and mote. In Seram- 
port Weaving Institute an electric power loom will, I hope, be working 
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iti the course of the year. Now the application of cheap electric power 
to the workinj? of looms may open the weaving? profession to a class who 
are fO)W unemployed and who are not likely to take to ordinary weaving. 

•In fact we have been anticipated in this idea hy plans which are being 
formed and t arried into execution in Eandapara in E^hhlna. 

The department has ct»mpleted a surv'ey of the possibilities of the 
match industry and is now engaged on work in connection with the damp 
prof)fing of matches. The department is engaged in other investigations 
too and the results of these will be given to the public or perhap.s, if funds 
are available, demonstrated in model industrial ctmcerns like the research 
tannery. 

It is, however, in industrial education that the department naturally 
finds its chief outlet now and here w’e have budgetc*d for Rs. 

Some of the scho(ds which were under the Industries Department have 
been retransferred as more properly V)elonging to the Education Depart- 
ment and this shows an apparent diminution in the estimate for industrial 
educatitm. In fact, however, there has been an increase in the estimate 
for schools remaining under the dejiartment. The estimate is Hs. IG’l.OfK) 
compared to a revised estimate of Rs. l.lO.tMK) for the current year. We 
have f»rovided almost the same figun* for schr»larHhips, and although there 
is an apparent decrease in grants-in-aid this will be found to be more 
than ludanced by the increase under the head “ Mi''< ellancous ” which also 
imdutles some grants-in-aid. 

I am afraid, Sir, 1 have taken up a goo<l deal of time of this House. 
Yet 1 have n(»t been able to fully outline my policy and my aims. It shall • 
always be my best endeavour to take this<?ouncil into my confidence anti 
appaal to my friends on Inith sides of the House to help me and to help 
towards progress in the transferred departments. Sir. we are passing 
through strenuous times. Let us all join, Moslems, Hindus, Jains and 
Christians for one common object, namely, the attainment of real Swaraj 
and demonstrate to the w'orld by our constructive work, that we deserve 
what we desire. 

Tht HOfl’bIt Maulvi FAZL-UL HUQt Before I proceed to deal with 
the various critici.sms that have Wen levelled against that portion of the 
budget which concerns the administration committed to my charge, 

I deem it my mournful duty to rt*fer to the loss we have sustained by 
the tragic and untimely death of l>r. Dunn. To the very fitting tribute 
which you. Sir. jmid to his memory the other day, I have but little to 
add: and if, at this moment, 1 take up the time of the Council to say 
a few wonls, it is Wwause 1 feel that we should plaice on recTord our 
sense of the loss which we have all sustained by his sudden and un- 
timely death. He was destined to achieve great thinga for Education 
in Ik^iigal and, Sir, in mourning his loss we feel that we are really 
mourning something in the nature of a public calamity. 
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PaiiMiig^to the criticisma that have Wn made reirardinf? fhiP budget 
concerning Education and Regiat ration, 1 would like to miy a few worda 
a« regards the attitude taken up by menilM^ni gtMiemlly, towards the 
budjpd that has been pBC'^ented to this HoufU'. Sir. twune of the eriti*? 
cisnis that have be^en levelled against the budgt‘t, 1 confess, were some- 
what amusing. But, Sir, my amusement timied into utter asionish- 
ment the other day when my est<H*med frien<l, Mr. 1*. C. Miller, made 
a jK)inted outburst of ehK|uen<H* as n*gards the im|H^teiM e of the Mmixtera 
and the unsatisfartorv character of the Education Budget. Now. Sir, 
I was somewhat surprise<l that my Jfriend should h^ve thought it fit to 
say all those things about a budget the pn'iKiration of which he, and 
not I. was chiefly re*>iiion,sible. As I will explain to the ('ouncil later 
on, I had absolutely nothing to do with the framing of the budget, the 
main fnimework of which had U^en finisluni so long ago as Septeml>er 
last and it w*as surprising that my friend. Mr. Mitter, should have 
chosen to try and turn down his own handiwork. I now find myself 
placed in a somewhat embarassing position, in that my friend who 
is res|K>nsib!e for the budget criticisivl it as \insatisfactorY and it has 
dev(dved u|w)n me to stand in ('ouncil and defend the budget which the 
framer himself was not Hutisfie<l with. However, Sir, this is only by 
the way. 

(’riticisms after criticisms have Isvn levelled against the |»iirsi- 
moninusness of the Finance Member in n(»t suj>plying fund** t(> the 
transferred departments. With that criticism. I certainly agree, 
lH*cause I am also a victim (»f that iwirsimonioUHness, but at the same 
time I cannot but say that the Finance Memln'r had to dole out all ihos© 
Jrants within the limits of thA Finance (^uiimitted to his charge. The 
administration of the pnnince minst necessarily Is* one of dally ex|wnd- 
ing expenditure. The ex|H*ns4*s naturally increase; and unless there 
is a corresjKmding increase in the revenue, a time must come, as it has 
come in this province^ — when it is desirabb“» to keep the legitimate 
expenditure within the l»ounds of the income in the budget. I know 
that the Finance MemWr will K* quite competent to defend bis own 
position, but I only say these few wonls in order to demonstrate the 
principle of the proposition that to render the work in the transferred 
depart ment.s really useful to the p<H>ple, co-operation is necessary 
between the Meniliers of the Government and of the non-official meinbefa 
of the Council. Sir, I do not wish to discuss at the present moment 
whether that co-o]ieration is to como through a [wrobationary pwnml of 
non-co-operation or whether it is to come directly. These matters do 
not con<’ern us at the present moment ; and I may He jmrdoned if I say 
that, although all those criticisms are made against the Finance Member, 
nothing practical has yet been done by any of the critics of this budget 
to develop the resources of this province. Not one man has d»ne any- 
thing to raise his little finger to make two blades of grass grow wHeiw 
one grew before; and unless tBe resources are developed and measurea 
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are adopted to increase the revenue, of the country, it is idle to expect 
that the Finance Mcruher whether he is a Member of the Executive 
Council, or a Minister responsible to the I^egislative Council, will be 
hble to sup]>ly those in charge of the administration sufficient money 
to carry on even the ordinaiy daily duties of admiiiistration. Sir, I 
leave this jKiint to lx* dealt with more fully by the Finance Member 
himself. , 

As regards the Education Department, as I have said just now, owing 
to the daily exjyanding activities, the ex|x»nditure cannot remain 
stationary'. There hi an inevitable* and steady growth of exi>*nilitiire 
due to such causes as increment in pay and this is no lighi matter in 
an ndniinistrution with some 2, 7(H) officers, an increase* in the number of 
pupils, an increase in the number of s<'h(K)ls to lx* in.sj>ecred anil the 
resultant increases in all mutters of de|>artmental activities. 

We can only ho|H‘ that this inevitable growth of exjH^ndFture W'ill 
be more than counterbalancx^d next year by a saving effected on the 
lines suggested by the Hetreiichment (>)nimittt*e. I can assure the 
Council that these suggestions have h(*en most cart*fully considered and 
examined by the Director of Puhlic Instruction and his Officers. The 
result is that a saving of nearly 2 lakhs 2H thousand has been effected. 

I ('(nifess that I find some difficulty in understanding the attitude bl 
th(>se friemls of mine in this Coum il n*garding the rpiestion of retrench- 
ment. On (he one hand we have cried for re(rt*ru’hment and econf>my 
and on tin* other hand we are blanuMl that, owing to this retrenchment, 
estimates for the ('orning year show a reduction from this in the current 
year. S«r. I cannot accept that resjMiUi-ibility , and from the othev 
jH»int of sicw I cannot blame the ciitirs for such retrenchment as has 
luH'U effctttiMi in the estimate for education. All these were dist'usseil 
and decide<l ui>on before I assumed charge of office. Sir, to set against 
this natural growth of exjienditure provision for certain new schemes 
have neccssituted an increase of 2 lakhs 12 thousands in the estimate 
of this year. Memlxws will perhai»s ask wily, if the Sinking Fund 
increast‘s only by about Its. 1(»,(KM), the total provision under Education^ 
trunsferveil is less by lakhs and 77 thousands than the budget esti- 
mate f(»r the current year. As u matter of fact more than one memlier 
has refern-d to this apjmi-ent deficit. This is due to two causes. In 
the first place the item of Us. 61,tKH) for Bengal's share in the co«t 
of the llaxarilmgh Reformatory School which was last year orroneougly. 
shown under Education transferied. is this year correctly entered under 
Education reserved. 

[At this stage the Hon'ble the President left the Chamber and fW 
IVputy President took the Chair. ] 

This^leaveii a diffetence of Hs. 3 lakhs which represents iBe grant 
made last year to the Calcutta University. Some members have com- 
mentwl upon the fact that no provision has been made in next year’s 
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afttimateii for a special ^rant to the Calcutta I'nivtMsity. Some of my 
Irienda hate jdeclared that I owe an explanation to the ('ouncil as to 
why no provision for the Calcutta Uiuversity lias U*en made in the 
bndget. The matter, Sir, can be very simply explained. The Calcutta 
University made, an apf^icution to Government for timiacial a.Hsisttiiice. 
The question was* considered from various jH>ints <>£ view and it was 
thouprht projicrto ascertain from the University the exact amount they 
requireil to free them from their finanucial emharrassmeutK. Althotijjh 
correspondence has jiassed Wtwwn this (tovernment and the Unixer- 
sity, no definite answer has yet btH»n n'ceived fi*om the Univei^ity. 
Government will be ready to help the Cniversity wlien certain informa- 
tion regarding certain rnatteis has been furni.shed and I feel <‘onfideul 
that the University will not find it ditheult to furnish the information 
that has been required. When this is done, 1 pio]K»s 4 ‘ to come up Udore 
the Council with a demand for a grunt to the Calcutta Universitv. I 
hope, Sir, that all the anxiety for the (\ilcutta University and the noli, 
citude for its interests which have In'en evinciM by this Coumil will 
assume a i>ractical shapt* when the time (Mmies for voting on my <leman<l. 
I ho|x* I can (‘onfidently rely on the sincerity of iny (ritics when 1 
express the hojK* that the syin|>athy which has lss»n so warmly cvpn*Hsed 
for the University will Im* readily translat(*d into action and that 1 shall 
Ik* able to secure an undivided vote of this Jlou.s«* in favjuir of my 
motion for a suj>j>lementarv grant to the Calcutta Cniveisity. Sir, 1 
wish to declare to the House how' d«M*j>ly 1 rcaliss^ the* debt I owe the 
University. Undi'r no circumstances could I he ungrateful to mv own 
iiltiui rnatcr. The welfare of the ('alciiita Cniversity has always Ihh»ii 
^ matter of deej> exmeern to ^ne, ever since 1 assumed charge c»f my 
office, and its cause will always Imx riearc*st to mv heart. 

I shall next refer briefly to the main heads shown under “ Education 
— Transferred ” on (mge KKS oif the estimates. As reganls ** A. — Uni- 
versity I huv(‘ already <lcalt with the question of the ('alcutia 
University. Then comes the item of a grant of Hs. 9 lakhs to the Ihicea 
University. I do not rememl>er that any member has sertously ques- 
tioned the propriety of this grant, but in view of the fact that many 
members of this Council have come hero for the first time and are not 
acquainted with the history of this grant I will sfiy a few words as to 
why it is that we are making this grant of Us. U Jakhs from year lo 
year to the Dacca University. Before the iqtitKlurtion of the reforma 
scheme, the Government of India bad made certain grants towards the 
establishment of the Dacca University. On the 1st July, the 

unex]iended balance of these grants amounted to lis. 51 lakhs, hut under 
the finanaeial arrangements then made by the Secretary of State and 
the Government of India, this balance merged in the general baianoe# 
of the Government of Bengal. This Qovemment, however, decided ihat 
it would gradually pay to the Univeraiiy ol Dacca the balance of 
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Uh, 51 lakhH by making it an annual grant of Rg. 4 lakbg for non- 
recurring exjjenditure until the whole gum was exhaun^df. In addi- 
tion it hag made an annual grant of Rs. 5 lakhs towards recurring 
texjgmditure since the Tnivergity started on ^ 1st July, 1921. The 
whole <|uestion of the financial position of the Dacca Fniversity fs at 
present under consideration, hut it is not pro|>osed lo ask the Founcil 
to vote more than the usual annual grant. 

(tuning to the minor head “ B,*' it provides for secondary educa- 
tion aiitl under this head there is sfinie reduction due to retrenchment. 
I am fully alive to the crying need. of money for .secondary schools and 
I af)prc(‘ia(e the foice (»f the figure.s quoted hy niy pre<lecessf>r In offic'e, 
Mr. 1*. F. Mitter. I know that these schools need an infinitely greater 
measure of (loveriiment assistance, and that the lot of ieachers in 
He<*ondary schools is really a very hard one. But here again it is a 
qut'stif)!! of money. I can assure the Council that so far as funds 
permit I shall do niy best to help the w*condarv .schools and improve 
the lot of the teachers. 

Provision for primary education is made under minor head ** C.’' 
There is a nuluctiun under this head <hie chiefly to the dej»n>viucialisa- 
tion of a iiumlxT of primary schools. Provision for Hs. 75,IH)() has been 
included to assist local bodies to introduce schemes of primary educa- 
tion on the lines of Mr. Biss’ rej>ort. Where the local Inxlies art* willing 
to introduce such a scluum* and to bear half the capital and tin* recuirring 
cost, Government have undertaken to make a grant to imM*t the other 
half. In reply to a ({uestion put by my friend, Mr. Masih, I explained 
to the Council that hitherto we had reex^ived very few applications from 
the munici|)alities and union boards. Provision for the ex|Kinslon <ff 
primary edu<‘aticm bus lH*en made under thret? different heads. Provision 
has l>een made to meet those castes in which ai>pli<'ations have been 
made in accordance with Mr. Bis.s’ scheme. Provision has been made 
for primary schools under the Biss’s sy.^em and another provision has 
been made for fnn' <'ompuJHory education in municijmlities and other 
artvis, whert* there is a genuine demand and where local efforts are 
ready to organise in order to carry on the working of the scheme. I 
hO|)e 1 utilise just as much as any member of the Council here that one 
of the primary duties of a Minister for Education is to undertake 
schemes for primary etlucation. The scheme, however, is so vast and 
it requiri's so much money that it is almost impossible for me at t^e 
present moment to make any statement. Speaking from memory. Sir, 
I may say that in the year 1916 I pressed upon the Government the 
question of introducing a system of free primary educafion. The 
Member in charge of the Education Department told me that apart 
from the non-recurring expenditure the annual recurring expenditure 
alone would amount to nearly Rs. 30 lakhs. I would ask the Council to 
consider for a moment the enormous amount of money that will have 
to be capitalised to allow a permanent revenue of Rs. 30 lakhs. 
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Taxation is out of the question, althougrh, Sir. if we levies! an edfuoation 
oes« the whole problem rouhl {ierha|Mt have lieen easily fiolved. This 
ia, however, a matter on which I exprt*ss no ojnuion be<^u»<« in intro* 
ducini^ a new Bill of tlyit character 1 must Ih» guideil by ihe opinion* 
of nry colleaffues "in thij% (\mncil. IWfute I leave the subject’ of pniniaiy 
edueation I wish to say that I am in entire agreement with the memWrs 
who have complaiinHl that the ex|MMulitun' on primary e<lucntion in 
Bengal is wholly ina<UM|uate. 1 fnist tliat as t»ur hitances improve it 
will be ptjssible t»» sfieiHi tnore iiumey under this head, but 1 must 
remind the meml)er^ that the fiehl qf work is so vast that (Government 
<'4inn(tt p)ssibly find all the money that may Isa lUMessary. 

The inciease under minor h«*a<l *' 1) is larnrely due to the trafisfer 
of the School of Art. provision Hs. 4o,IMtO, and the (*ommercial Itisti- 
tute, jirovision Rs, hT.lXM), from inilustiies to Kdiicalion. A pn>vision 
of Uh. 4t),(MMl has also Ihhmi nuule to meet the capital outlay involved in 
the iluphcatioii of ( at the Ahsanulla School of KnjrimH'rinjJC, 

Tbiccn. Tlie demand for admis’^um to the school has exctM*ded all 
ex|s*» lutions. Itx jKissed pupils ha>t* no ditfii ulty in timlirijf emplo\- 
ment, am) I am sure tlie ('ouiuil Mill nirnn* that a capital exjsoiditurt* 
of Hs. and an imreane in lecurrin^r ex{sMiditine. which will 

ultimately aiiumnt to IN. Ht.tHMI, is a small price to |siv in older thaT 
we mav double the numbei of pupils who can be admitted. 

Th(* larii’e reiluction under the head “ hN-tfenerul ** is larjfely due 
to the fa< t that in the oii^inal estimates for the cunent year a }»rovision 
of IN H/),(hh> was made under this lusid to iioyM the cost of r(**or^anisiti^ 
the servi(s»s Indow the Bengal Kdticalional Service and improving iheir 
jfliy and pros|s*<tH. In next fear’s €*stimute no pro\isu>n ha« lM*en 
made under this head, but the necessary funds have providisl under 
the api»mpriate detailed heads. 

I now turn to the new schemes for which we have made provision 
in the estimates under consideration. I must remind meniliers that 
I assumed charjre of my office only on the 4th January. By that time 
(he fraiue-w'ork of the bud|rr*t hml lM»en completf*il, One matter, how- 
ever, rt‘mained for consiilerution — the distribution of (he money avail- 
able for new schem<»s. But even in that matter the decision as ffo 
how the money available for the Education Dejmrtmenf should 
sireni was not entirely at my discretion. An memlieni arc* doubtless 
aware, provision cannot lie made in the budget for a new scheme until 
the |>ropoii51s have Imui worked out in detail and ajqiroved by (lovem- 
ment. The scheme muni Im* worke<l out by the Head of the Diqmriment; 
he submits it for examination first by the administratiTe Depart* 
merit concerned, and se^'ondly, by the Finance Dcqiartroenl. When he 
has satisfieil both these de[Mirtments as to the merits of the scheme and 
they have agree<l that is satisfactory' from the administratiTe point 
of view and has been drawn up with due regard to economy, Govern* 
ment give administrative approval to the scheme. Only then it it 
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permissible to make budget provision for the scheme. It will be clear 
to memliers that these processes necessarily take a considerable time. 
Therefore in selecting new schemes for inclusion in this year’s budget 
*I was limited to a choice of the schemes which had already been com- 
pleted or were approaching completion. . • 

Fortunately I found among these schemes one, which for many 
years I have done my best to push on — I mean the’ scheme for a 
Mulminmadan Arts College in Calcutta. In the old Council, in pre- 
Reform days I urged the importance of this scheme on more than one 
occasion. In the first Council under the Reforms I again pressed its 
claims. Therefore, it was a great satisfaction to me, affer I assumed 
charge of my office, to find that the scheme was in such a state of readi- 
ness that I could ask my hoirble friend, the Finance Member, to make 
provision for it in next year’s budget. That satisfaction will, I am 
suiv, be shared not only by tim Muhammadan members of the Council 
but by the members of all communities. The future of Bengal de[>end8 
f)n the pr(»greHH both of the Ilimlu and of the Muhammadan communi- 
ties. If «mc 'community is advanced and the other backward, the 
developnicnt of the province must In* ham|)ered by inter-communal 
differences. Their |>oint of view, their standards and their ideals will 
Ih* different. Ilie two eommunifies must advance together, or the less 
ailvanced community is hound to 1 h? a great handicap to the projrress 
of the (jthcr. The necessity for a Muhammadan (’ollege has not lK‘en 
(juestioned. Sir, I am reminded that I have left out the word “ Arts,” 
and 1 ( 4 in going to explain to the (’ouncil why I have done so. I do 
not find my ytjung friend, Mr. Nurul Huq Chaudhury here, but I may 
tell the (’ouncil that my young friend » was one of a hand ol* young 
enthusiasts ff)r Muhammadan ediK ution who urged ujH>n me as early as 
1914 the desirability (»f moving (jovernmeiit for the estahlishment of a 
Muhammadan Arts (’ullege in (^ilcutta. 1 hud just then entered the 
('ouncil and Maiilvi Nurul Iluq (^haudhury will War me out that he 
was incessant in his demand for a Muhammadan Arts College and a 
hostel for Muhammadan students in ('ollege Square. He told us the 
other iluy that it was only a fmit. I do not know what authority he had 
for saying so, hut if (Government had really intended it by way of a bait 
I cannot congratulate Government, not only on its want of discretion 
but on its want of com monsense. Sir, a bait in onler to be effective, 
ought to be direct. An indirect bait seldom takes effect, but Sir, 
bait or no Imit, the scht^me cannot be said to be a new one. It was 
considered by the Eilurational Committee appointed by Government 
in 1916 who very strongly recommended the necessity of establishing 
a Muhammadan Arts Odlege in Calcutta. Then again. Sir, the All- 
India Muhammadan Educational Conference which met in Calcutta 
in 1917 made the recommendation that in their opinion the GoTcm- 
ment of Bengal should take early steps to establish a Muhammadati 
Arts College for which land had been acquired and that the scheme 
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fthould not he po«tpone<l any longer. The SaiBer Cotnmiaaiion con- 
«i<lere<! th4 i»ehetne ancl reroinniendinl that the fw't of the gradual 
increaae in the nunilx'r of Mii*«salinan^ leaning the Matrioulntion and 
Intermediate Examinations suggests to the (hivernmeiit of Bengali 
the tlesi nihility of reopening the question of a Monlem College, A 
Hohetue was worked out and land was jmn hastHl in Welle.sley Stn*et 
at a cost of Bs. l.’Jd.OtX). 

Now. Sir, my t hief def^ire in hi^nging up K*fore the (Vuiieil so often 
hef4>re I {iHoumod rharge of thi*^ tdlioe, the question establishing a 
Muhammadan Arts Ctdlege has beeji priiieipally my anxiety to seeure 
for the youths of my etimmunity some amount of religious instruetinn 
along with the MM ular <-durntion that they reieive in our edueatioiial 
institutions. I voice the {Htpular feeling when I say that our eilueational 
institutions have become somewhat m>torious for the almost godless educa- 
tion that i" imparted there, ami I think that these institutiims have failed 
in the ptiinarv ftinction which they have to eairy out. namely, that of the 
f<irinati<»n f‘f character. The whole utmospheie of our eilucational insti- 
tijti(tns. from the moral point of view*, is hleak and barren. I'hV lMiy« 
leain a g<K»d deal to enable them to pass the examinations, but they have 
verv little ()f moral instruction given them. 1 have (’ome across Muham- 
madan graduates who ilo not know' even the fundamental tenets of our 
own faith. It is certainly a most deplorable stati* of (hings. AVe rannot 
make pKivisioii for strict religi<»us instruction in all its forms in instifu- 
tnuis whii h are meant not for one parlieular < oiniminily but for varioun 
coniiiiiinitics. The idea of sectional institutions is certainly not a new 
one. I may refer to the Daulatpur Ilimlu Aeademy, the Benares llimlu 
f^tllege, the Islamia (’(dlege ut^IVshaw'ar and last hut not the least, the 
Muhammadap AnglodtrieiitHl ('ollege at Aligarh. That sectional insti- 
tutions can Im* of some use in moulding the rharacler of our young men 
must l>e evident to every one who has (*ome acnms the produels of the insti- 
tutions I have ju.st mentioned. Considering all these facts the Sadler 
Commis.sion verj’ strongly recommended, as I have already said, (he 
estahlishnient of a Muhammadan Arts College. Now', Sir, iny friend, 
Mr. Shaheed Suhrawurdy, comes to me and says that I hud left out the 
word “ Arts ” when I was speaking of the Muhammadan College, I may 
mention that so for as the college is concerned I accept the criticism that 
a training merely in arts is not of so much iuiporlanct* as a training in 
technical matters, I propose to rail it a Muhammadan Odiege, but I may 
explain to /he Council that provision has l>een made this year for only 
a part of the whole programme. The non-recurring expenditure will 
amount to nearly lakhs of rupees but we have made provision for 1 lakh 
this year bei ause in the forthcoming financial year we do not expwt that 
the Public Works Department will lie able to s;>end more than that sum. ^ 
The re(‘urring expenditure will amount to over a lakh of rupees. It may 
be pofMiible for us to provide instruction in arts and at the same time to 
make some provision for technical education also. I do not wish to take 
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up the time of the Council, but I find, Sir, in the speech which you 
(the Deputy President) delivere<l on the budget yesterday 
you made certain Hujff^estions regarding this college and also 
$ regarding female education. I need hardly say that I hare 
the greatest regard for your opinion an^ I will certainly • gire 
your suggestions my most serious consideration. If ‘I may now sum up, 
Sir, the ease for the Muhammadan Arts College is briefly this. There is 
no doubt that the existing colleges do not afford sufficient facilities to 
Muhammu(lai) students when they come up for collegiate education — I 
mean there is not suffi<*ieiit room in the various colleges to accommodate 
the large numbc‘r *)f Muhammadan students who pass the Matriculation 
examination every year. It has l)een suggested that the necessity of the 
case may be met by reserving a number of seats in the existing colleges 
for Muhammadun students. One member ha?? suggested that we should 
reserve about 50 per cent, of seats for Muhammadan students. That, Sir, 

I submit for your c•ollsidc'ration, is not practicable or possible. That 
means that you will have to reduce* the number of seats allotted to the 
other ^'onimuiutic^. Rather than do that, it is much Ixittcr that Govem- 
fn<*nt should Tiiake prc»vision for a college for the Muhammadan com- 
iiiunity. I wish to remind the members that (joverument is pledged to 
give the Muliammudun <*ominunity a college of their own. We have only 
just now been reminded that in so far as the (iovernment record is con- 
cerned, it is one of broken pledges and promises, and I hope that this 
jiledge will not be one? of that number. 

After we have got this c'ollege I propose that we should set our hand 
to work and make it really the nucleus of a biggc*r institution with a* 
wider outlook. It wdll give an opporturt'ity to our philanthropic Muhifm- 
madans to endow it. us reinemlH*r the small Iwginning out of w’hieh • 
the Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental College at Aligarh has grown. It was 
a small school, a struggling school housed in a hut and out of that it has 
developed into the biggest institution of its kind in Asia. Now, Sir, why 
should it not be that once we have got this Muhammadan College in 
Calcutta, if we put forth all our energies and conrentrate our efforts, we 
should have in Calcutta something similar to the monumental work of 
the late Sir Syed Ahmed at Aligarh!'* It is with that bigger outlook in 
the futuiv that 1 have always eontemplated the establishment of a Muham- 
madan Arts College in Calc\itta. I have tried to explain (o the Council 
the necessity, the fMjtentiality of this scheme, and if, after this, any 
Muhammadan member should come forward to oppose this*proposal, he 
is certainly welcome to do so. 

Another important project for which money has been found is the 
cousiructiou of new buildings for the Chittagong Collegiate School. I 
need not compare the relative itnporiauee of this work with other schemes 
which are awaiting the allotment of funds, for we have no choice but to 
take up this project at ouce. The present buildings are in a dangetous 
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•Ute. 0»e portion ha« in fart already rollapaed. The enicineen in 
eharire rejtort that the life of the buildinirs itt at an end and they are io- 
capahte of proper rejwir and money #«p**nt on them would be money wanted. 
The only course is t<» eryrt new buildin^^s for this srhool. The total (hh^ 
of the work is e«tiniute<l at Kh. IJ.’lo.tHHI and in next year's bud|fet we 
have provided Hs? 40.(KMI, tJie amount whieh the 1‘ubiie W<>rks ]>e|)art» 
nient hojn* they will la* able to sj»end during: the year. 

Provision has In^en made for Ift. IJo.tKMl for the eierlion i»f ImildjlifrN 
for the David Hare Traiiiinj; (Ndlejre. We have only two institutions in 
Heniral b»r the training of seeondaru tearhers. one a^ Daei U aiui the other 
is the David Hare Training Collefre in Calrutta. It is loraUnl in a 
dwellin|[r house, whn li is a building entirel\ unsuiterl for the purjame of 
a training: in**titution. This has been n[*ro|^'^nii«*d f(*r many years, and nn 
lon^ a^o us llMo a suitable site for a buiidiii}; wu.s uiquiied in Hally* 
^Mini^e. I'nfoituiiately the ileterionition <tf the tiiuiiu iul p(»siti<Oi pre* 
vented furlhe r and the ^ite kIjumIiiii: empty. 1 ne«Ml not 
eiilaijkO* upon the want «tf trained learhein f«»! (»\ir sreondary selonds. Tt> 
anyone ae(juainted with oui MToiidurv institution^ the need of tiained men 
is only too evident. Now that our finuneinl fMJNjtioii shows some si^n of 
improvement, this scheme should have a place in the forefnuit of our 
pnr^ji amine. 

Ktpialiy pressini^^ is the necessity <if some impiov»*inent in the traininir 
of pi'imui\ Hchtad tfHichers. The present //oriotraiinnj; srlw»ols have lonjf 
been recoi^Miiseil as unsuitable and inadequate to the neerla of the pnv 
vinee. A new .si heine was dniwn up for the establishment of //urw-train- 
in^' .sehmils of an improviui type and eonsideruble projirresN was made wdih 
it until pn>ffress wa.s stopped •by finarn iul strini^enry. There* an* at 
present 19 s< htM)ls of the new type in Kastern Heniful, and 2 in Western 
Heng^ul. We have derided to pnweed with this sidieiiie and have made 
provision for 8 new type schools in Western Heiij^al, I shcoild explain 
that the o|>ening of thes4* 8 m«w scIohiIs will involve no atblitional recur- 
rinir exiwTiditure. As soon as they are n‘ady, we shall almlish •tl' sr lnKdi« 
of the old and inettieient ty|w. The money so saved will 1m* suflifdent to 
meet the cost of ruiiniiij^ new M’ho<»I.s, and at the same^jiyie (he nuifilj<;r 
of //Mrtf-trained. 

The other new schemes w'hieh I should mention are a irrant of 
Rs. 12, (MK) to the Diocesan College to save that institution from debt and 
a prtivision of H«. 8f»,(XMl to the Kaishahi Odlejre for additional aceom* 
niodatiou, of which Rs. TrO.OtK) will Im? sjreiit this year. 

Turning 6nany to the estimaU** of the Registration Department, it 
will be seen that the demand which the Council will Ire asked to provide 
is R«. 18,49,000 as against lU. 18,'17,0<Kl in the current year, an incretiie 
of Rs. 12,000. In this Department every effort has been made to secure 
economy. A non-recurring provision of Rs. 4/) ,000 has been mode for 
the conttruciion of new rac;ks, the purchase of furniture and the bioding 
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of registerK. Expenditure on these objects has for some time past been 
held in abeyance in view of the financial position, and the pe4d is now a 
very pressing one. In spite of this special provision of Rs. 45,000 and 
%>f the fact that practically all the officers of the. department are on incre- 
mental pay, the total increase in the estimate is only Rs. 12,000. • 

I have dealt with the various new schemes for which provision has 
been iiuule. 1 do not think I need take up tin* time of the Council in reply- 
ing in detail to what individual members have said in connection w^ith 
the Education budget. My friend Shah Syed Emdadul Haq has referred 
to tins IIuHsamia Ma^lrassah and thc'Eyazunissa Girls’ Schools in his dis- 
trict. 1 can only tell him that it is for him to submit to Government 
«<divmes which lue thinks necessary for the development of these institu- 
tions, and 1 can assure him that his suggestions will be carefully con- 
sidereil. I am afriud 1 have got to warn him that the schemes will have 
to pass Ihroiigh the elab{»rate processes which I have just referred to. 

My frieii<I, Jbibu Bejay Kiishna Bose, has said many things about what 
the Reforms should have d(me, and have not been able to do. He said 
lhat he c<iuld have aci'epted the Utdorms if primary education had lx*en 
made free and compulsory and if the State had come forward to help the 
struggling universities, if there had been an anti-malarial campaign 
throughout tin* jnovince and something done to prevent kalu-azar and 
other epidemics. Now, it is not for me to defend the Ref(»rms and this 
is neither the occasion nor the pla<*e to do so, but I enn a.ssure my friend 
Mr. Bose that if he only gives us an (»pportunity to put our plans into 
operation, we w ill be able to do something. We may not be able to make 
primary education five and compulsory at once; we cannot promise that 
we will drive malaria out of the province but will do something to coub- 
ieract the rigours of this scourge. As regards exploitation by foreigners, 
ihat is a matter about w'hich I do not prop(»se to say anything. 

My friend Maulvi Kkramul Huq has referml to model maktahx which 
have been abolished in certain places in the province. I can only tell 
•him that these (piestions are all connected with prttposals for retrench- 
tnent which have to be given effect to in consequence of the financial 
utringency of ^ provime. As n‘gards these mahtaln whose usefulness 
has Wn established, wv have in one or two cases re-considered their 
claim for existence, but it is difficult to say that all these mukUibf, many 
cf which are languishing institutions, should be allowed to exist and be 
A drag on the fiuance.s of the province. 

I think I have dealt with the jHiiuts that have Wen raised by various 
memWrs in conneMion with the budget. I shall, however. Sir, correct 
sme mistake that my friend Mr. Syed M. Masih has made regarding the 
introduction of thei»e schemes in mufassal an^as. He said if local bodies 
did not do their duty. Government could not do theirs, I think I have 
explained to the Council the position ; if local Wdies come forward and 
^wept these schemes and are prepared to meet half the cost, recurring 
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•nd nan-recarriiig:, Government are always prepared to supply the neces* 
•ary funds iif order to carry them out. I do not think I can take up the 
time of the Council any further. I hopt» that those of my friends who 
havf criticised the bud^t will only jrive us the time and opportunity to 
put our schemes iito action, and Jriveu time and opjwrtunity, then and 
only then will lie the time for le^ritimate criticism. 

[At this stajfe the Hon’ble th# President returned to the Chair.] 

Mr. PROVAtH CHUNOER MITTER: May 1 offer a (lei^al ex- 
plantation. Mr. Huq has stated that I crticised the budg^et which ho 
framed. I never criticised the budget; I stnmgly criticised the action 
of the Secretan* of State. I further understand that my hon'hle friend 
has stated that he is not res|Minsible for the budget, but that I am res- 
ponsible f(tr it. [ find, h(»uever. that tlieiv are many things in the budget 
of whi< h I did not apprt»ve. 

The Hon*bla Mauivi A. K. Faziml Huq: I have this point, however* 
very ('orrectly reported, that he criticised the budget. Although I said 
he was renponsihle for the butlget, I also said that it contains many new 
sclienie> whicii have Iwen tuk»*n up, and many new* scheim*s for which w*e 
are trying (<» fiml fund.H; there are also many other scheine.s which have 
Ihuui w«iikeil out hy him. 


Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: May I say something by 
way of ptu*sonal explanation y* My friemi has referred to what 1 said in 
1911, regarding the Mnhaininadan Arts College. KverylMMly knows that 
since the great, war in 1911 the^e has been a great upheaval in the whole 
world; even in the great German Kmpire, Austria Hungary and others 
what do w'c hiidy* There art* many things that have Uum said and done 
then 

Mr. PRESIDENT (tht Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): Y ou cannot 

make another speech. 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: I am just finishing. 
What we said in 1914 is not true at the present moment. I have ixin- 
suited many of my friend^ in ('nlcutta and round about and they told 
me that they would rather have a Srdenee College than an Arts 
College r 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is making another speeeh. 1 caniiof allow 
that. 

Mr. C. i. OUTT: In the ahaencM* of the llon'hle Mr. Hurendra NatK 
Mallik it has devolved upon me to explain the policy of Govemmetii io 
the Department of Local Self-Goveniment including ita two brattchet^ 
Medical and Public Health. The memberi have had the budget before 
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tFem, and it is needless for me to go into particular items and discuss 
them. Broadly 8i>eaking, I may point out that the budget % this 
year is a more satisfactory one than it has ever been in the past. The 
proposed expenditure (voted) under the head Medical ” is nej^rly 
47 lakhs and including the non-voted is 58 lakhs ms compared with 
44 lakhs and 54 lakhs of last year. The voted expenditure for the 
Department of Public Health is nearly 28 lakhs as against 23 lakhs in 
the revised estimate. There is a mistake here. I should point out 
that it ought to }>e Rs. 1,21,000 leas than what is shown in the budget, 
as an item, namely, Berhampore Water Works, was by mistake included 
in Public Health and this should be excluded. Therefore, the total 
proposed voted expenditure under “ Public Health ” is Rs. 27,61,000, 
and including the non-voted, it is nearly 29 lakhs as against 24 lakhs 
and 25 lakhs in the present year. I would like to point out a few new 
features in the budget. 

I'nder the head “ Medical Education,” we have made a distinct step 
in advance, and we proimse to erect the Mymensingh Medical School 
in the coming year. This will cost fbtvcniment Rs. 71,000 in the coming 
year, under capital expenditure and Rs, 22,000 for re<'iirring expendi- 
ture. We pnjjMJse opening the Schofd in July next. In this connec- 
tion 1 may mention the cases of the Juljmiguri and rhittag<)ng Medical 
Schools which noire than one speaker has referred to, particularly 
Mr. Trav(*rs who has taken a very gn^at deal of interest in the Jalpai- 
guri MinUcuI School and has ruise<l no less a sum than Rs. 10.000 towards 
improving the hospital then‘. Mr. Travers is anxious that .Tulpaiguri 
should not l>e ('otisidere<l to he third in l(je list of new medical schools 
taken up in the province, hut should he first in the list* In this (‘on- 
ncH tiou I have very little to mid to what His Excellency said the other 
tlay in ivply to the addn'ss of \he Muni< ipality at Jalpaiguri, namely, 
that alihtiugh Sir Surendra Nath Bunerjea de<dared last year that he 
iuUuulcd to give the first place in order of priority to Chittagong, the 
second place t4> Mymen.singh ami the third place to Jalimiguri, if any 
of these districts hv their eiiterpriw couhl raise their hos])ital to the 
re(|uisite standard of 100 IhhIs, and could raise the necessarx* contribu- 
tion towards the capital expenditun', then (iovernment would he pre- 
parwl to consider the claim of that district to he advanced in the order 
of priority. Government ho|>ed, therefore, that these three disiricta 
wouiil emulate with each other as to who should have the jirst place. 
I may mention here that iny friend Mr. .1. M. Sen Onpta said yesterday 
that he does not want a Medical School at Chittagong and I believe that 
Mr. Nurul Huq Chaudhiiry also expresmnl a similar view. 

Mittivi Mtf. NURUL NUQ OHAUOHURY: May I make a personal 

explanation f 


Ilf* RRiilOtNTt Too are always making personal explanattona. 
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Maylvi KM. NUEUL HUQ CHAUDHURYt Am I ncH miHM to 
pentdbal explanation? 

Mr« PRESIDENT: Uiul(mbto«lly. hut you are not entitled to make* 
anotlier j»p4*e<‘h nt)r are you entitleil to waste the time of the Flouae hy 
interrupting. 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: But T am entitled to 
tell him what my explanati»>n is. It is this, that my friends are 
going to have 

• • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ttnler. order, that is not a jM*rsoniil explaun- 
tiori; 1 (‘anm»t i>eriuit a spetH'h. 

Mr. C. S. DUTT: 1 do not know wliethoi I uin in or<ler in referring 
to «ljat jiuss4m| outside tlie (‘oniit »l (’liuinl>er; pndmhly 1 iim not. In 
that ( use, I withdraw what 1 sai<l. Anyhow, 1 ho|H» that the jM'ople 
ami these thiee flistiiets \^ill eiimlate ea< h «>ther in thidr anxiety and 
zeal to have tlieir distrn t put first in (oderof priority. 

A\”ith reg.u<l to niedit ui relnd, we have prr»viiled a sum of d lakhs 
to Ik* ^pent in • su( • essjv e seal s heginning lioin next \ear, for establish- 
ing luial dispciiHanes. 'Ilus is in purHuanee of a pnunise made to 
inein}k*rs of this t'ouneil yi‘ars ug»» for allowing Us, l.lo.tMMt a year 
f(»r { \eai.s foi the etablishmeiit of rural dis(>enstines. I nfortunulidy, 

♦ 111 af'eount of finaiieia) stringeiiey, it was not possible <)uiing the past 
V >ear» to pio\nb‘ more than Us. jodMitf only for this put pose instead 
t)f the amount of IN. l,oO,tM)(t promiM-d. It is ihendore a niatt«*r for 
'X'bngrutulation, and (leiht fo^ it must he gneii to (he Hon'lde Mr. 
Malltk will* IS absent lo-da\, that bo bu'* Immmi able to siH’ure one lakh 
tills \ear in plaee of IN. lo.fMHt This will enable the District Hoards 
to ope n 4tH) new village disjH‘n'‘aF n s in the courw’ of tbc’ nc'xt year, 
and 1 am sure this aspes t of the budget ts oim\ that they will all 
eagerly wedeome. 

Next we have a scheme for a Pasteur Institute which will ciisjreuse 
with the iieenssity of patients bitten h\ rahicl dogs making a jeeurney 
to Shillong, and will enable them to cd>tain tnuitruent at Paleutta. We 
projMcse tc» o|>eti this Institute fn»in the 1st of April. This will Ire a 
«t 4 »p ill the nature of a retrenchment os it will have the effeei of 
aaving nion* than Its. ItbOtK) in the arncMiiit wdiieh we nerw pay as contri- 
bution to fhe Shilbeng Institute. Then we are going to o|ien a Mental 
Observation Hospital at Bhowunipur for the observation of Indian mental 
patients for whic h a sum of Us. lij/HK) has Iieen pmvided. The Hon*hle 
Minister has also Wn able to secure a pnivision of Us. (i,0(K) whieh, 
although small, is imfMiriatit, in that it sec ures an increase in the pay 
^f eoro|K*miders, a very’ poorly jmid hmly of public aervants whose pay 
was not raised last year along with the increase of pay of other odteera 
in the province. 
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Then we have provided a sum of Rs. 3,10,000 for nurses* quarters 
in the Presidency General Hospital to be spent in 3 years. This is in 
the Civil Works budffet, but the scheme belong-s to the Medical Deparf- 
!nent. Of this, one lakh is to be spent in the coming year. This scheme 
has Wen very much criticised by more than one speaker. - 1 would 
remind the House that the nurses are a very useful body of public 
wirvants who minister to the sick aud^ suffering, and if we find it neces- 
sary to employ them in our hospitals, it is certainly our duty to see 
that we jjrovide sufficient accommodation for them to live in. The 
Ilon’ble Mr. Mallik considered this matter very carefully and was 
a<l vised that this was a veiy' urgent sclieme. This scheme was given 
the fore?nosi place by Sir Heniy- Wheeler in his report of the (’omrait- 
tee which sat in 1919 and considered especially urgent schemes in con- 
neidion with the Presidemy General Hospital. The ^present nurses’ 
quarU-rs in tlie Pn‘sidency General Hospital are said to W very much 
overcrowded, and it is said that the 1‘ilgrini Memorial AVard, which 
was huilt alMiiit 8 years ago, has not yet heen oj)eued, owing partly to 
the difficulty of accommodating iiurscH who will he re(|uired ff)r the 
Ward. 

1 nder Public Health we have a niimher of grants t 4 i municipal* 
ities for wat(‘r-HUp))iy amounting to nearly 8 lakhs of iujh'cs. Wc have 
pn>vide<l for hauis amounting to Its. 5.80,990 to itiuni( ipalities for 
wat4‘r works, and in the revise<l budget for the cuiTfuii year then* is 
a pn>viMi(Mi for a loan which is md tihmO ioru‘d in the hudget here, 
Wcanse it has Ixm'H sanctioned siiico the hudg<*(, was printed a loan 
of Hs. 50,000 for rural water-supply in flic district of Hirhhum. This 
is an important scheme whii-h go<^ towrfVds supplying a much necde*d* 
requirement of rural areas for water-supply which has been referreil to 
by more than one sjieaker in this House. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: AVhv loaul’ 

Mr. C. 8* DUVT: 1 will tonic t»» that [in^stuitly. Then we have a 
sum of Hs. 25,000 additional under Srnall-pox.” The District 
Boanls have Us n given a iTcurring sum of Us. 25,000 a year for free 
vaccination; the HonTdi' Minister wanted to give Rs. 50, (KK), but it waa 
impossible to provitle the other Us. 25,000 as a murring item; there- 
foit*, Us. 25,000 WHS alltiwetl ns a special grant in view of the virulent 
epidemic of small-iMix which wns e.xjHu ted next year. The district 
Ijoartls will thus have a provision next year of Rs. 50,000 for free 
vaccination whit h was promiseii to them by Government. 

Then for publicity work, for pnividing lantern slides, etc., for educat- 
ing the public, for the use of the publicity officer who is doing very 
gootl work ill the matter of educating the public in health and sanita- 
tion, we have provided Rs. 7,0(K). We have made a provision 
Rs. 1,20, 000, for free grant of quinine to local bodies which is practi* 
oally double of the allotment of the last 3 years. Under anti-EDaiarial 
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measures, .by which, an I ahull prcHcii<l> explain, we mean (H'^nta to 
▼oltintary of^niaaitmig for aiiti-inalaiial work, we have provided 
Us. 50,000; for anti-kH)a>»i:ar. we huve pnjvidtni Hs. 50,000; and for 
ant^-<'holera Hh. lO.lKKh Them' thn*e items an* practically new iteml 
in this year's hud^fet. As one of the s|M*akers remurktMl, the pnjvision 
is ver>’ small compan’d with the owds of the pn>vinre, hut thej' are 
only the be^inuinjrs, and I thin^ the llon’hle Minister, who is absent 
to-day, deserA’cs the thanks of the rounci) for provtdinjr them» amoutiUp 
but 1 am Horn* to find he has nf»t reicivetl any thanks. 

Then we have two very iiniwHtant items, one hf whi<*h has Wen 
very much criticised, hut the other has hanlly In'en mentioneil by any- 
one, I mean the m'urnnjr arrant of Its. 25, (MX) for maternity and ehild- 
welfare work. It is straiiire that this new m urrin^r item has ew'apwl 
the attention (»f (he menilMTs Sundy maternity and child-welfam 
work IS a ^erv V(*r\ iiiif»ortunt work in thi*^ province, and the Hon hie 
Mini’itei deserves the con^raliilati(»n of the House for having Wen aide 
to include thiN item in the hudget. The ohjeet of thi** to provide for the 
training of dhats in tin* niufassui. 

Then we ha\e the much-<lis< tiss<sl item of Hs .)(),(M)I) for rural water- 
sup{d\, with wln«'h I .shall deal pteseiitly in some di'tuil. It is a rt*eur- 
ring expeuditun\ 

d'lie Hon’hle .Minister c luims that he has heeii ahle to make a distinet 
inlvaiice in tins yeai's hndget in piimnde li not in tigun*s, and he 
wishes me sii\ tli.it although he iloes not regard Uo‘ Puhlw Health 
ami Medu al hmlget as satisfat tou \ , still he has accepted it iii > lew of 
file liiiji(iiti<»ns of prt»\in<ial ftname, and of the n‘<juin*ments of other 
departments, ami he lsdiev*m that the hudget items, although insutfi- 
cienl in wune ways, still pmvnle a basis for mm li um*ful work in 
the (oniing^ ><**'**• 

I shall proceed at once tr> the item of rural water-supply which haa 
taken tin* Coumil several hours ;n crilnisms fn»m w*veral s[ieakers, 
ami I feel that I yiehl t<» ni»ne in this Council in my zeal to we every 
villagt* in Hengal provided with a suf!i<'ienl w nter-supplv. lUit this 
is a very knotty prfdilem whiidi Ini'* pozzWl (iovernmeiit and ilistrict 
hr>ards for many years. For the hist 2() yiiirs tiovernmeut has Weo 
trying to solve this jinddem. In nWH. it was d»*i i<h‘d that a grant of 
one^third should W made to the distrii't Imanls, one-third should W 
raiseil hy* loans and one-third hy public suImm ripiion*. This proviwl 
insufficient. In 19()5-(Mi a sum of Its. 9 lakhs a year in the shape of (he 
augmentatiim grant was made over to district Isiards with iuslruciiooi 
that a substantial portion of it should W utilis'd on water-supply, and 
in 191.T-I4 the public works cew amounting to lakhs of rupees a year 
was similarly made over to distrw t boards with instructions to spend a 
substantial portion for the same purpose. Bui it was found that District 
Boards were not spending a substantial portion of the ceas or of the 
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aujfmpntation fTrant on water-supply. This matter was discussed at the 
District Boards’ Conference last ye.ir and year before Isfst; an4 l&st 
year it w'as de<dded that at least per cent, of the public works cess 
siiould l)e spent by district Ijoards on rural watef-supply and sanitat^n. 

Mr. BYOMKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: Bead cess, not public works cess. 

Mr. C. S, DUTT: Public works cess, not road cess.. The road 
cess is spent mainly on roads. 

The district iKmrdw have not in thb past carried out their oblifirations 
in this respect^ as I shall show by fip-ures. The Director of Public 
Ifenlth reports thul Noakhaii has spent on water-supply only 1*4 per 
cent, of the public works cess in 1922, Iloojrhly 2*20 per cent., (’hittn- 
firon^ 2*9 per cent,, Midnapore only 5 per cent., — the district from which^ 
iny friend Mr. Sasmal hails. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH SASMAL: I may inform the Minister in 
charfH^e or the Secretary-Minister whatever it may l>e that out of the 
total iiM'omo of Us. 7,75,900 of the Di.strict Board I have allrOted Rs, 1 
lakh. 

Mr. C. S. DUTT i I know Mr. Sasmal would do it, but I was 
speakin;^ of flu‘ allotment before his time. 

I mention that to show that in the past district Isiards have not 
done their duty in this resjiect, and the l)ir(‘ctoi* of Public H«*alth has 
pointed out that these are the <listii(’tK in which choleni has lanm most 
preval<*nt — tlie <listricts whi<-h s|K*nt the least on watt‘r-supply were the 
worst sufferers. Well, Sir, if you are ffoin^ to criticise (lovernment 
for not spendiw^ !m»ncv on water-supply, surely district l^oards desen*e 
equal, it' not more niticism. but here in thi.s (’ouncil we have not beard 
any criticism Icvelbnl a/?uinst anylKKly elst*. I shall presently show. 
Sir, that district boards are even more resp(>nsible for water-supply 
than (tovernmeut. 

Then we come to union b<»urd«. This is a subject in which Mr. 
Sasmal is no <ioubt very mu<*h interested. We should have al>ovit 7,(KK) 
union Ikmrds in the province— there are nearly 7,000 unions. But, Sir, 
unfortunately for this province and unfortunately for thos*» interested 
in public health and thanks mainly to the mistaken op:>osition set up 
afCninst the crt*ation of union lioards, it has lieen i>ossible for Oovern- 
ment to sanction only 2,000 union btxirds and out of this only 1,264 
union laianis are in working* order. All these 1,264 union boards have 
s|»ent only Us. 57,000 on water-supply during the past year out of a total 
income of Rs. 24 lakhs. However, this is no doubt a move in the right 
direction. Now let us consider the magnitude of this problem. We 
have got 84,981 villages in this province as one speaker has pointed out. 
Now, iSir, Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy has pointed out tbat one tank costa 
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about Ra. 1,000 and a well co«t^i about Re. 500. But aonte tanka coat 
about R». 3,000 to Ra. 4,000. Therefore, I think on an average if you 
give at least one tank ^r well to each village at an avenige cost of* 
Re. *1,000 if not* R». 2,0(M) then at ihe rate of R». 1,000 it will 

he ab<iut< Rs. crores and at the rate of Rs. 2,0(K) Ils. 17 cnires. 
Is it possible,* Sir, for (loverniiient t»» undertake complete 
responsibility for thi.s amount? f api^^al to the iiiemlMTs of this 
House to realise the magnitude of tbe problem. 1 am not here to criti- 
cise them, but we must eome to r«»jlisi* the nature of tbe prtddem and 
its magnitude before we can sfHvik nlsmi its Mcdution. Now, if you 
want to give a sufficient water-'*upply to eacl» villagt*, I am sure you 
will reciuirt" at lea^t Rs. 50 croies if not Hh. ItK) rroren. Tlieieftue, it 
is a very big prtddem. Then, again, the preMUit system is very un**atif*fae. 
tory. We have district Istards nml union iMuirds mei'ling this e\peniliUire 
out of revenue instead of loans. It i> not fair that the present geiieratitm 
should l>e matle to bear the full Iniideii for benefits whit h posterity will 
in a great mea.sun' enjoy. In no other ctiuntry, I may jHiint out, is 
rural water-supjdy tht‘ province of (Jovernmeiit. In every country that 
I know of— 1 Hpcak subjtH*! to corri'ction — rural water-supjdv is pro- 
vided hy ItH’nl effoits on the part of small oiganisutions of distrit l or 
village communitieH Siipj^osing (JovtMiiment were in a ptmifioti to 
spare Hs. 50 crores oj- 100 crores tf> proviile each villag** with a sufficient 
water-Hup[>lv, it will 1 k' u futile waste <»f mt»nev. Is'cuu.se in the first 
place you will luit he able to carry out the work through (Jovernntluit 
agency or even through distro t thiard ageiiey ; se<’ondlv, you w ill not 
j^ile to know* where the ihmmIJi.h the greatest l*nrther what is most 
ini{M>rtant is that it is not sn mn< h that water is wanted hut /o/rc water is 
wanted. It is not scMuurh that tanks are wunltul but a imu hinery is 
want«‘d for keeping tluMii under pro|s*r repair and for guafding thiun 
against pollution. I want this CouiK'il to bear in mind that we have 
tanks galore, in fa< t far too many of them, unfortunately, — so many 
indt*ed that ibev are themselves a source of malaria In’eause they acf! 
not properly kept up. and that the ease in inont part** of the provicre, 
Now if you are to keep up prc»petly the tanks which vtm excavate at a 
cost of Rs. 50 crores vou will re<juire Rs. !i <Tores anriunlly. Govern- 
inent cannot do it ; fbeir whole annual revenue of Rs. 1 1 rror«*s. Then 
again — and here we come to a ver>’ practical matter — it is futile to give 
money to jjreas where there are no union lioards and where there are no 
village organisations which ran take up the responsiliility of k«*eptng 
tbeae tanka free fn»m pollution. Those who are Chairmen of District 
or l/ocal Boards know that they are not prrijierly kept : they are ixdluted. 
Oir people commit unspeakable nuisances in them. These things can- 
not he prevented unless there is a proper village sanitary auth<i^jf|r. 
Therefore, the question of rural water-supply is absolutely bound up 
with the question of union hoards. I say again that if you are not 
prefMred to have union boards in every village of your province, you 
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cannot cxjK^ct to solve this question — this vital questioa of rural 
water-supply on which the health of the people and their prosperity 
dejM'iuls. I ca*i i)redict from the experience I have of the matter — and 
T challen^fe any one t^> refute me — that you crfnnot solve this question 
unless you have union lK)ards or some constituted authority in every 
union of the pn>vince which can look after these things. Does this 
Council believe that it is possible for. Government to provide anything 
like the fine tanks which a former generation of rich xamindars sup- 
plied to the villages of Bengal but which have been allowed to fall into 
decay and disrepair through apathy* inaction and want of organisation? 
No, Sir, the pn»hlem is therefore not so much ona of new constiiiction 
as of th(‘ maintenance of these tanks and the guarding of them against 
p(dlution and that ran only be done by the village authorities, and you 
nnisl organise these if you want progress in this direction. Govem- 
merit have, tli^'refore, advisedly kept Ks. 50,000 only. The Hon 'bio 
Minister wanted to give more, but financial considerations stood in the 
M'fiy, This Us, i')(),(M!0 m only a beginning. Although this is a matter 
w'hich rests primarily with village authonti(‘s still Government think 
that th(‘y cannot stand by and .see this imp>rtant matter neglected, and 
therefoH', tfovernment an* pre])are(l to give .some assistaiiee to union 
h(«irds and union hoards alone in this matlt*r, because if you give to 
village.s where there are no union Ixairds, w(* know that interested |x»r- 
Hoiis will s(S‘ that tluMr own intcTests are servtul and thus it will Ik* a 
waste (►f money. Thereff)re, the ]>iiiieiph' has Ihuui adopt(‘d of hel])ing 
union IsMirds in pro{K)rtiou to the amount whi(di th(\v themselves .s[>end 
every year, .so that they get a grant in the suereeding venr in profKjf- 
tion. But it must he impresMMi upon these hx'al IsMlies that the solution 
of the probhun rests mainly with them. 

The (juestioii of these union lH)ard8 raise.s the geneml ((uestion of 
public health. It is extraordinary how every member has assumed 
that (btvernment sboulil remove malaria fnun the country, 
that fiovj'rnment should remove all the diseases from the country. It 
is true that (roveniinent have resfK>nsibiHty in this matter, hut financial 
('oasiderut ions prevent them from fully carry ing out their res|H>nsihility. 
A greater rt*s|s>n.*«ihility, however, devolves uiH)n th^loi'al self-governing 
iMsIies which have Ihhui c»t*ate<l for the express purjioee of dealing with 
sanitation ami public health. These things can Is'st l)e solved by local 
organisations and the central authority cannot solve these pmblema. 
I think our most violent critics will wlinit this. Here from Calcutta you 
may sfierid Its. 20 rrores and it will go nowhere but let the self-govern- 
ing lK)dies rais^ a fraction of the money and with the assistance that 
can Ifiv'e them let them carcA’ out works of improvement of public 
health and that will go a long way in solving the problem. Any money 
given ihrtmgh them will be multiplied tenfold by the combined efforts 
of the villagers themselves. Therefore, it is essential that you must have 
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Tillage orgatiiaatiotiR. Here again I wish to anotjb<*r faot on 

tbe memb^n^ of this House. I tfust that I shall l»e helievtMl hy the 
Counnl that I yield to nano in my solieitude for the villagers of this 
province who are dying.daily tVom various pr«»ventahle difanise. 1 hav# 
done my little ahare in allevniting their Mifferings. I have felt lor 
them, my heart hUs hied for them. I have tritMl to solve the problem 
and I have found that it is not so much a problem of mone]^ it is a 
problem of «'<lu<’ation, it is u problem of organi.siition. If you can crtuit^i* 
the organisation, money wdl th>w’ m. l.Htle dn>pH will make an ocean, 
thir villages are not orguni.H«‘d; in thj» municipalities they artMirgtiniml-— 
they have a ('or]K>rute existence and they enn tigAct against diseoaea 
WauHO they have the nnuhineries ccmstitutcsl for that juinHwe, The 
villag(‘r8 of Ihocgal, thanks partly or mostly to the propaganda which 
has been unfortunately carric^d on by well-meaning friends against the 
estal>li*ihmerit of uniem IkhucIs and thanks partly to other n'lisoTis also, 
are against the establishment of these uniem Ixairds and therefeme they 
ore HO many isolates! units of luirnanity without any <»rganisation and 
consecjiicMitlv they will cemtinue to la* o|um to the attacks of disc^uses 
and they 'will continue to die in thousands and iioIkhIv cun save them. 
Why talk of Rs. r»0,()(M)? Even 50 c remes will not save* them unless we 
organise thc'm. T sav, Sir, that every day that we waste' — 1 trust my 
Swaraji'O fricMids will mark this — every day that we lose in not organi- 
sing the village's we' are res|K>nsihle for the dt'ath of hundn'ds of our 
countrviiH'n. Therefore T say org-nnise. The most im|Kirtat»t e»rgani- 
satiore is the* organisation of union iKwirds, and here I wish to (jue»le what 
A. K., the we*ll-know'n Irish author has said. Sjs'oking of Ih'lund ho 
(iiii.l , 

WhcTPve.r rtirni prosperity is rrporUsI lef nny count rv, inrinire into it and it 
will he found that it depends on rural organisation. Wherever there in rural 
decay, if it i« inepiired into, it would be found that there was a rural poptilution, 
hut no rural community, no organiKation, no guild to promote common interevta 
and to unite the countrymen in defence of them. 

Here, therefore, you have the pnddein us well oji the solution in ft 
nutshell. It is no use crying about village dway. (trganise ytiur 
villages, organise the union lioards. Df) not call them ''union iKxtrds" ; 
if you do not like that term, call them hy any other nicer name — 
them PaUi sarnifh if you please. Have a better type of union boards 
if you like, but have an organisation. I have not heard yet of any 
suggestion for a l>etter system of village organisation, but if you have 
a belter organisation in mind you should have it at once — hove H s<K>n — 
to-morrow. If this Counenl does not do anything in this direction, 
then the elected representatives would be responsible for the deaths 
which are now occurring every day throughout the country from 
kala-axar and malaria. This is the only solution — there can lie no 
other solution — whether of kala^asar. malaria or rural water-supidy. I 
feel very strongly in this matter — I say this not merely because I am 
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here to Hpeak on behalf of Government but because as a Beng^ali, 
an a countryman of yours — I felt ii every day that I worked in the 
districts. " . * 

* There are other forms of organisation which will also greatly help 
and as a matter of fact which are also helping — I mean co-oi>erative 
organisations like the C(>-oi)erative Irrigation Societies of fiankura and 
the OiUiul Anti-niularial Society under the initiative of that great man 
Uai Ualiadiir (}o|)al Cbamlra Chatterji. It is those organisations which 
will helj) to solve the problem. They are organising the i)eople to fight 
disease, they are rousing the dormant instincts of the jieople to fight 
not only against disease but against jwverty and decay. These things 
will solve the [irohleni as no Government action however supjwrted by 
large sums of money will do. Government may subsidise them but 
Government cannot alone solve the problem without them. I therefore 
apiK*al 1t) the members of this Council to organise the rural community 
of this Pro^^ince into organisutions of this nature and to rid the peopie 
of the worst maladies they are suffering from — the malady of utter and 
helpless deiKUidence on Government action, the malady of mutual dis- 
trust and dissensions and the malady of a thousand soc ial customs winch 
har the road to progress, I’lns is what Sir Hahindra Nath Tagore said 
only the other day s|H‘aking at the conference of unti-malarial societies. 
He said : — 

The worst msludy Arising out of thoir sufft-jingH was their lftharg>', ineotal 
and ph.vKirul, nnd indoienco. They should not bo left to depend on the workers 
of miracle^c for effecting their cure. They had got to inspire confidence in 
thfUiiMeiveN It would not do to depend merely on politics, for that was like 
building on ({UtekHands. 

They could not effect a magic cure in one single day but they must try 
nnd HtimulaUi the minds of the people t<» a sense of their responsibility. In 
days gone by, the wants of the country, such as exravr.tion of tanks, clearing of 
]iingies, etc., were done by the wealthy and the rich of the villages who were 
nctuaU'd to do this cluiritable work not for the good of the pi«opl8 but for 
gaming merit both in this nnd after life. This made the pcniple desist from 
all corporate ntteiiiptH to meet their own wanU and through their dependence 
on the rii’h they brought themselvt's to a condition of helplessni'>s Now when 
times had changed and when Uie people were told to remove their own 
grioramHts through co-operation they became reved and intoler.int 

It was by stimulating Uu* niany-sidtnl pouen nnd activities of the country 
that they could remove all their misery and all their sufferings They must 
have faith m theinaelvea. Beginning with the killing of nuM^^uitoea they bad 
got to sfwnd up against all the ctila that they acre suffering from. I]bey 
had to rtmlise their inner power. And this, like spring itself, Would iwake 
the inner soul of the whole country. 

Weil, Sir, 1 think 1 hove sufficiently indicated the solution of this 
problem. I do not for a moment disclaim the re^ponmbility of Govern* 
ment. Government, as 1 have said, admit their responsibility, but al 
(be same time it must be pointed out that it is noi possible lor any 
Government to banish disease. It is the organised efforts the people 
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whicli can WniMh digease in six months. Wherever ihis has 

been tried it has 8U®t;ee<led. Try to nmiw* their inner soul, let them 
organise a«<! disease a’ould l>e driven out inmi the tHUintry. 

^abu TARU BHOsan ROY: What alnml water-hyaeinth ^ 

» 

Mr. G. 8. purr: This Indongs to the Agrirnlluiul Ih’pailment and 
although I should have liked to*H|X‘ak on it 1 <h> tit»t think 1 am < 0111 * 
{H»tent to sjHmk almut it in thi> House. Hut 1 tlmik the ivme«ly in this 
euso also lies in the oigani'‘Ution and eo-o|H*iation of the |H‘(>pIe. I have 
taken a great deal of time - I hu'e man\ lhi!)g>*to nay. Let n4>t my 
Swarajist friends opposite think that 1 have eoine hei<* to (litieise. 1 
am a Swarajist at the iiottom of mv heuit. 1 teel foi ion Kmntrv as 
they feel, hut the time ha.s rome when they must aitept then ies|Kin- 
sibility and must not remain eoiiteiil with hluming the (ioveinment 
and dejH*nding on (lovernmeut for everything. We run assist 4hem with 
(loverniueiit funds hut it mu.st he theirs to oiganise. Ur. Hidhan 
(Hiandra Hoy has saiil (hat wo should remember the principles of war- 
fare, whi<h are that we should seek out our enemy and earry on an 
organised eamiKiign against him. Yes, seek out the enemies- the 
diseuvses of malaria and kahi-ajtar, of dissensions and of llie many soeml 
evils which prevent us from realising our nationhood and which stand 
in the way of our progress and carry on an organised camjMUgn against 
them and we shall then banish all the evils out of the couidry. 

I have one suggestion to make, Sir, finally and that is this. Wo 
have seen a gn‘at deal of organisation in this l*rovince lately. Our 
/riends have shown that they^can organise and organise with very gmid 
eflfe<‘t. Hut as Dr. Hidhan Chandra Hoy said, organise against the 
enemy. You at present kdievi'* that there is one enemy and that is 
Diarchy, and you are organi.sing against it, but Sir, your real enemy 
is not Diarchy, your real enemies are disease and ilecay and diswMisions 
and social evils, which prevent you from reali.sing your nationhood, l^et 
them devote a jHirt of the wnii which they have shown in organising 
in other directions— let them devote 11 i>arl of that r^nil in organising 
against these real enemies and I have no doubt that in the course of 
the next year we shall see the dawn of kdter times in the country. 

MEMBER in otivgA of POLITICAL and POLICE DEPARTMENTS 
Mid department of REVENUE [4AILS] (tho Mon*bh lir Hugh 

ffH) ff |iHOn)‘ For the most jiort of my time in this Council 1 have 
always been ready to hand over my fxirtfolio to any of my colleagues. 
On the budget discussion, however, there are so many Aunt .Sallies that 
1 expect to escape a cerUin amount of hits. Un this occasion. Sir, I 
have not escaped as much as I exjiected, although the Holice Ikpart- 
ment baa got off with the usual remarks— the abuse of the police is 
worn a subject to create very much enthusiasm— I find that on this 
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occasion I have come in for a share of the general abuse of Ihe reserveB 
departments. , , • 

Well, Sir, turning to the budget for 1924-25, I have not heard a 
hingle word six>ken on the subject of jails. L therefore presume thal 
with the intimate knowledge of the Council on the subject of jails, there 
is no complaint to make. 

Mft Cl R. DA8: We are all jail bij-ds. 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSbN: The Hon ble Mr. Donald 
has pointed out in his budget sj>eecji that the actuals are less than the 
budget estimate by nearly Its. 12 lakhs. The revised is a figure for 
which I am not responsible. It is a figuie which the Accountant- 
General imts up in a secret conclave with the* Finance Department as 
IxMTig what they consiiler we are actually going to spend this year and 
for punwses of this debate I must take it that it is accurate. The 
revised estimate is Its. 10 lakhs Kdow the actuals of 1922-23, In 
moving for the Police demand last Maich for the current year, I jjointed 
out that the budget was Its. 3 lakhs less than that of the prt‘ceding year 
in spite of the fact that normal increase in the time-scale, both 
in the gnj?otted and non-gazetted ranks and among the ministerial! 
officers amounted to nearly Hs. 0 lakhs. Tin* present year's budget 
was Its. 2 lakhs higher than the act\ials of 1922-23 and this was more 
than accounted for by the normal rise in the cost of the timc-scnle of 
piiy. The revis<*d figures .show a saving of Rs. 12 lakh.s on the budget 
of the current year and Rs. 10 lakhs on the actuals of last year. I 
think we may claim that this result is due to ('h»se and almost cheese- 
imring ei nnomy ; the hulk of it, namely, Rs. SA lakhs, is accounted fer 
under tln^ head of District Exec\itive Force. The largest items under 
this head are the |my of the forw Rs. 2,44,000, allowance Rs. 2,70,000 
and contingencies Ks. 71,000. The first saving is due to our keeping 
recruitment down to the lowest iK)«sihle figure. We can now, with the 
scale of |>ay we give, get recruits, hut for reasons of economy we have 
alwtained from recruiting to the full. The saving of Rs. 2,70,000 
under allowances is practically entirely due to curtailment of expendi* 
ture under travelling allowance. This has been effected portly by 
close supervision, jiartly by nu alteration in the rules in the course of 
the year, and portly by cutting down the amount of touring done. 
The saving under contingencies is due to the exercise of strict control 
over this head. There is also a saving of Rs. 89,000 under the head 
Presidency Police as comporetl with the actuals of 1922-23, but 
it is due to the same cause as in the District Executive Force, vii., 
abstention from recruitment and the free grant of leave. As the revised 
is the nearest we can get to the actuals of the current year, it is a bettih* 
comparison with the actuals of the previous year, and I will not trouble 
the Council with any comparison between the revised and the budget 
4seiimate8 lor the current year. 
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The budget for next year shown an increase of Rs. 9 It^khn on the 
lefiaed esiigiate *for this year, hut it stii) more than half a lakh leas 
than the actuals of 1922-23. The excess is made up of Rs, 1,83,1)01) 
under Presidency Polioe and Rs. 7,61 ,(HK) under Bengal Police. The 
incfeaae in the •first item is due mainly to the oiK*nitions of Hie time- 
scales sanctioned 4 years ago, while the increase in contingencies is ^ 
largely due to' the increase in rent, rates and taxes and with our rents 
continually increasing, I think great credit is due to the ( ommissioner 
<if Police if he can keep the ex|>enditure under that head within the 
nctuaJs of 1922-23. 

Turning to the Bengal Police, the main increase, vi*., Rs. 6,47,000 
is under District Executive Forte, t^f tliis 3 lakhs is due to the 
increase in time-scale and in keeping the establish incut up to strength. 
There is an increase of nearly 2 lakhs untler the heatl of allowniicei, 
of this Rs. 70,000 comes under the ccM of railway warrants and escort 
charges. I think one niemlier criticised this item. Railway warrauU 
and escort charges ara the amounts which wc pay direct to the rail- 
way for transfiorting our fon-e. lender the revised pay we gave to the 
police some 4 years ago, one of the concessions given was a railway 
warrant to their homes on leave within certain limitations. These are 
charges which we cannot avoid. Then, Sir, Rs. 2o.000 is accounted for 
under House Rent and Other Allowances of the Bengal Police which 
we are still keeping so low that it is very difficult defend ourselves 
against the charge of breach of faith with our (►ffii ers. We pmtniseil 
our officers up to certain ranks free (jumters. We (l(» not give them 
all free quarters hut we give wmie of them bouse allowances and others 
tfe give nothing. It is a chafge which. 1 think, (lovernment is l>ound 
to pay in pnler to keep faith with its officers who were engagwl on 
definite terms. R». 89.(K)0 is the increase in Trawlling Allowance for 
the whole of the police force in Bengal; and we have raise*! it in onler 
that we should not have to rt*stri*t touring for sujx'rTision again in 
the coming year, as we have to do this year. The travelling allow- 
ance estimate for next year is still Rs. 1,23,000 less than the actuals 
of 1922-23. Under the head “ Contingencies there is an increase of 
Rs, 1,23,000, but of this Rs. 1 lakh is a new provision for the purchase 
of cote and mosquito curtains for a portion of the pcdice force. This 
item has been the butt of a (HTtaiu amount of witticism during the 
comm of the .debate and has also l>een heavily criticised, the idea 
being appaiently that I hare been looking about for som^hing to 
spend on for the Police and as they are well fed, clothed, etc., in prefer* 
enoe to providing them with wrist watches ae have given them mo«|Uito 
curtains. The reason however for this provision is as follows: 

I have CMQ previous occasions in this Council admitted that we hoim 
nnr police du^fraoefuliy and if we force our own servants to live tn 
mnhealtiiy malarious places in tumbled -down sbeds with leaky roofs^ 
the least we can do is to see that they do not have to sleep on ttte 
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floor or on the verandah, which is at present the case in far too many 
thanas and police-stations. The provision of cot# and* mosquito curtains 
is to my mind a part of an absolute duty of any employer of labour 
in similar circumstances, a health insurance for the force and though 
the results cannot be measured in money, we undoubtedly obtain more 
than ecjuivalent results in the increased efficiency of the force and the 
decrease in the sick rate. Every constable while in hospital is a do^d 
loss to the force and the healthier we Seep the force the more economical 
it is. This provision of Ils. 1 lakh is the only specific new expenditure 
in the whole of the .police budget for the improvement of the condition 
of the force. 

The only other large increases are J?s. 86,000 under railway police 
and Its. 88,000 under (’riminal Investigation Department. The former 
is mainly due to the i^lice on Assara-Bengal Railway. Hitherto the 
cost of policing the railways was borne by the province which cen- 
tred led tlie police on these railways, for example, we policed a certain 
portion <d the Eastern Bengal Railway which was situated within 
the iMiunduries of Assam and Assam policed the whole of the Assam- 
Bengal Itailway including the portion within Bengal. The Govern- 
ment of India ruled last year that iriespective of the (|ucstion of which 
(ioveinment had control over the police force on a lailway, each Gov- 
enimcnt must pay for the cost of the police einployecl on the lines 
within its Inirders. AVe were Wtter off under the old •iystem financially, 
but as in any cose we should have to pay in future for the cost of the 
police within our borders, we decided that we wcuild take over the 
control of them as well. So, for the future, Assam has taken over 
the pediee on the Eastern Bengal Railway within its boundaries a.id 
we have taken over the ptdice w ithin the Iwundaries of Bengal, The 
same arrangement will eventually he made with respect to the ix)lice 
on the Beugal-Nugpur Railway within our boundaries, and the details 
of the project are being worked out. Well, this ruling of the Govern- 
ment of India will cost us an extra sum of Rs. 60,000. 

I nder the Criminal Investigation Department, we have repeated the 
budget demand for the current year, though by dint of reducing the 
force to the utmost minimum, we have been able to effect a consider- 
able saving on the budget of the current year: but in view of the 
facts I have place<l l>efora the Council on several occasions, I hold out 
no hoj.)© that we shall Ire able to effect the same econoipy next yew. 

Well, Sir. a giKul deal has been said in the course of the debate 
with refiranl to the Retrenchment Committee’s proposals, and a great 
point hat been made of the fact that although the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee recommended savings in the Bengal Police to the extent of 
Us* 26 lakhs and Rs. 8 lakhs in the Calcutta Police, the police budget 
for next year is less than a lakh below the actuals of 1922-28. In 
the first place. I would like to point out that the Retrenchment 
mitWs proposed cuts were not on the actuals of 1922-23, they were on 
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th^ budget for 1922-2:5, which wafi a very dilfereui matter, and, lecondly, 
th^t the Hetj^nclMnoiit, Committee never projwBcd for one single xuoment 
that the cost of the Police Department wu*. not bound to ex|mtid. They 
auggested certain imme<liate cuts iin.l the alH>Iltion of certain appoint^ 
tueflta. They irever for one moment contendcsl that the pay of the 
rank and file of Ihe force should l)e miuced or that tht^ normal rite 
under the head of establishment due to the o|H'rntion »»f the time- 
scale then in force could l>e Hvdi<lc<i. Last year. I |>ointed out what 
we had done to meet the suggestitms <»f the Hetreuchmeiit Committe© 
and I also made certain criti< ismK their tiguiTs. ^ Perhaps the Council 
will l>ear with me if I rej>eat the figures. In the Hcmgal Ihdice the 
total reduction suggested was Us. 2t>.2S,tM)0 and the biggest item was 
nearly Us. lU lakhs under the head oi Distri(‘t Force. The Retrench- 
ment Committee pmposwl to go hack to the year 1!U2 and alndish all 
the pcdice-statioUH that have Ihh*!! established sime that yiucr. Their 
estimate was that this wouh! lesult in over 2(H1 police>stut ions Inung 
alndisheil with a coiif‘s|>on(ling iciluction td stuff. It was admittedly » 
sw(M‘ping rcT'ommcmlatioii, for reduction of expenditure. They ilitl not 
go into the dctatls, the\ did nr>1 go iut<* the tpjestion whether theso 
new thanas wen' lUH-essary, or whether we were jtistified in their estab- 
lishment. hut they simply said that our expenditute is t<K> high and 
that therefore we must go hack to the >ear 191,?, whiih was imnnuli nely 
Iwdore the n^paitition of Bengal. But, Sir, in making these eah’ulil* 
tions thi'V ma<le thrc*e seriouM miscalculations. In tin* first plwe, in 
reckoning up how many iioliee-stations there were in MM2, they omitted 
all the railway jwdice-stations but inc ludwl them in their ealeulationi 
Ik.r MI2F The sc‘cond mistake lhc*y iniole was that In rnkoning the 
pediee-stations in MM2, thc'v omitted all the ijnle|M*inlent oiiljrosts; the 
iiidei)endent outposts were mostly in Kastern Bengal, and fetr all practi- 
cal purjioseK they had the same jKiwer**, the Maine stuff and the Haim* 
jurisdiction as a jKiliee-station : hut the> were not ealliMl thanas, Wnuse 
in Eastern Bengal they were afraid of iilti’ring the atva of a thana, 
it being at the same* time u revenue* areiv so these new thanas were 
•ailed iude[»enderit out|K>sts. Sime* MM2, i.e., after the rtvpartiiion, 
ill these indejM»iident outposU have Wen made |»o]ic'c*>siaticms without 
^be exirenditun* of a single* piee. So, Sir, even if we curried out the 
Retrenchment Committee pro|K)sal«, instead of 200 jiolic^e.stafions Wung 
got rid of— even going bac‘k to the itatui qua of 1912, we found that 
)nly 87 eoulJ W got rid of. In calculating the staff that can W 
iholished with their 200 {xd ice-stations, they include the eiitim incraaae 
jetween 1912 and 1921 in other branches of the jroliee, vi*., the proMf- 
rniinii agencies, the anuecl fxiliee, town police and other miicellaiieaua 
>oli|i. To take one figure, merely a« an example, they ittggeii aboliall- 
li|^ 2,998 constables. We worked out aiTimling to their auggaaiiim 
md found that the number of comctahlf^ that could he aholiaiied on 
ilMtr own showing was 990. If we accepted their reeommendaiioti in 
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full and went beck to the position of 1912, we would get actual sarings 
ver>’ much less than Rs. 11 J lakhs — something be^pw 6 ^akhs. As 
regards what we have done on their recommendation, we have ia the 
•teeth of local opivjsition abolished three police-stations and two mat^ are 
now under consideration. The Inspec'tor-General is or has been examin- 
ing the case of every single police-station with a vie\i to seeing whether 
it is jmssihle to abolish it or not: but in each case the opposition comes 
from the l(K*al i>eople. Wherever we propose to abolish a police-station, 
the people of that locality send petitions to Government that it should 
not Ik? alwlished. 

The next biKtfNf narinK they proposed was Rs. 6,12,000 under the 
In(elli((enw Brnmh of the Criniinal Investifration Department. They 
nowhere (rave tlie details of this figure and as the total actuals tor 
1922-2-1 were Rs. 0,(!.S,000 and they still propo.se to keep up a Criminal 
Inve.stigalion Department, it is <lear that their figures were badly 
wrong somewhere. I pointed out last year that we had made a cut 
of Rs. 2,21, (HKI from the budget figures of 1922-23 under this head. 
We have sinee made further cuts and have abolished the Criminal 
Tribes Section in acconlance with their recommeudaliou. 1 think Babu 
Surat Chun.ler Ifiise jwinted out tlmt we have alwlished the Dacoity 
Section hut tlml is u mistake — a misprint in the budget. 

The next biggest cut was Rs. 2.20,000 for the Police Training School. 
The Committee’s figures were wrong o.s regards the cost of upkeep of 
Sarda by at least R% .'lO.tKMI. Therefore, out of Rs. 1,90,000 they .suggest- 
ed we should n-treneh we did retrench Rs. 1,04.000. Out of Rs. 2 lakhs 
they asked us to reduce on the River Police— we actually retrenched 
Es. l.OT.OOO. We have also kept unfilled three appointments of Addi- 
tional Su])ei'iutendeiits of Police and made other retrenchments. There- 
fore, out of Rs, 26 lakhs which they suggested as the maximum reduction 
]K)ssihle in the Bengal Polic*' — I would emphasise the fact that the bulk 
of their recommendations were in the nature of forced ecomonies not of 
desirable savings. Out of the Rs. 26 lakhs about Rs. 6.00,000 at least 
goes out. because it is a fictitious saving, due only to miscalculations on 
the part of the Committee. There is another Rs. 2 lakhs or so, I have not 
been able to trace, under the head of the Criminal Investigation DenMi. 
ment, and we have artually made savings amounting to Es. 6 or 7 
I may elaim, therefore, that we have taken sincerely the Retrenchnilit 
Committee’s proposals and have done our level »)est to work them out. 

Turning to the Calcutta Poliee the hulk of the saving* of Rs. 8 i^hs 
depended upon verj- drastic rearrangement of the city police force, includ- 
ing a complete separation of the investigating from the patrol force— 
practically all their retrenchments depended on that being doi^ We 
have examined this proposal with the greatest rare and we haveHj^ to 
the eonclusioa that the economies hoped for from their proposalaiKut 
not materialise to any large extent, while the efficiency of the protejB 
given to the public would be s^ry considerably decreased. We 
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accepted most of their proposals which do not hiufre uiK>n this drastic 
reor^nisatioh, but the most im{)ortaiit of their re«’oiume«datioii8 with 
regard to the Calcutta Police was that the numlier of police building* 
shotjd be reduced to theViuallcHt numWr coni|mtible with good adininis- 
tration and that suitable tiovernmeut buildings should Iw crtH ted. I 
‘ have worked out a scheme to carry out that recommcudation and 1 ixm- 
fidently look to the Council for its sapf^ort when I bring that scheme before 
it. It is a scheme purely economical fnirn the financial point of view. I 
have no doubt many of you know' the pi^seiit buildings in w*hi<'h our 
police are housed, specially in the town. They are absolutely unsuitable, 
abscdutely wasteful in space an<l health and inordinately exp^Misiv#. 

Turning now to the genctal criticism on the budget~~they art' two- 
fold . firstly, that the ex|>enditure on the rescived side exct*t*ds that on 
the transferred side: and secondly, that there is no policy behind the 
budget. Well, Sir, I demur entirel\ to the fii'.t rrili< j-.m; it is utterly 
unfair. The reserved departments aiv luainh the machinery ol (Govern- 
ment and in every (lovernment you will fiml that (be nnndnnery is the 
most expensive part <»£ it. It is not fair io hand ns the machinery of 
(iovernment and then to say “ You are spending («»» much because (he 
other side is n(»t spending so much.” (A von k : “ V(»U! machinery is 

expensive.) A"es. mu may say that, hut that is a different matter, and 
that I am prepared to argue with you. Hut niy pidnt is (hat if is not a 
fair criticism of the budget to say that because Ks. 4 ( lores ar»* spent t»n 
the reserved side and •! or 2 crores fui the transferred side there must b® 
something wrong. (A von k : “(five us the leservcd side and we shall 
manage it "). 

I agree with Mr. M it ter -if is (»ne (d the few tilings with which I 
agree in his speech — when he said that theie was no tliHimction between 
the reserved and transferred departments. I deny entirely that 
Mr. b azl-uk Hu(|’s schools are not my srlnsds and that my i>oIicemen are 
not Mr. Fazl-ul Huq’s. His schmds are educating Bengal, so that there 
will be less necessity for the p<»lice nricl my police are protecting him 
while he is doing if. The interest of the whole Government is one. 

There has been a good deal of misunderstanding as to the albK'ation of 
Imidl in the budget. I think if you will examine the budget you w ill see 
that the bulk of it is purely conipuliiorj’ expc»nditure and (bat was shown - 
rery clearly two years ago when we had a deficit budget, and when orders 
went round from the Financial Department that no new expenditure 
whatever should lie included in the budget. We then made our Imdget 
j'ttst tlm same as we have done now. You cannot get away from our 
comMpbrv charges except by a radical alteration of our system. 

BYOMKIt OHAKRAVARTI: That is what we want. 

Sir HUGH iTCRHiNtONs Bat you can't radically 
lliil your system by a budget. 
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As rejfards the allejration that the Honhle the Finance Member sits 
upon the purse and when the Minister comes for money he says he has 
none but when a Member of Council asks for money he gives it, I 
can only say that that is not what is done. The Finance Member tel\^ us 
what is the margin after the compulsorj’ expenditure has been provided 
for — that is his business. Government as a whole decide^ as to how the 
margin is to lie spent and what is the most urgent scheme. The Govern- 
ment’s decision is the decision of the Government as a whole. The Mem- 
bers of the rt*sorved side are accused of not supporting the expansion of 
the transferred subjects — education, agriculture, industries, sanitation, 
etc. But it is obvious that it is the interest of us all to expand tho.se 
subjects. Our experience — T am speaking as an official Member — may 
make us more cautious, we may see dangers — we may be right, we may be 
wrong but the suggestion that we always oppose the policy of expan.sion 
of the transferred Hubject.s is only to be stated to be shown to be absolutely 
absurd. 

But, Sir, who is resjmnsible for the policy? Is it not the Council 
which is re.sponsible? So far as the reservefl departments are concerned 
our pfdicy is the policy of keeping the machinerj going. Take for in- 
stance, the Police Department. We have got to keep the machinery 
going. Kv^ontually we will have to liand it over to our successor> and we 
shall try to do so as a going <‘oncern and in d(‘cent order. But what about 
the policy of deveh»pment which is mainly in the departments that have 
been transferred? Who is it who will formulate the policy of the country 
so far ns the transferred subjects are concerned? Surely it is the country 
itself— surely it is y<»ur bininess, the biisuat^^s of the ('ouncil V' forrnula/e 
the iMdi< y, But, Sir, during the last three years during which I have sat 
in this ( oum il I liuve never been able to uiider-'taml what the policy (d 
this Council was, say, in education. Was it the development of primary 
education or ofdhe secondary ediuation nr of the higher education? It 
is quite (divious that in a country like Bengal, you cannot develop all 
these three sides of education at once. 

Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: For the last three vears you have 
been developing Ministers only. 

Tht Hon’blt Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I can only say that if 
this Counc il will definitely formulate a policy of education or of sani- 
taticni or anything else which they are prepared to f>ay for and if 
the Council supjwH (heir Ministers while they are carrying out the policv 
the Council c an ndy on (he assistance of the other Members of Govern- 
ment, too, those who are responsible to Parliament. 

Mr. C. R. Das has .suggested a jiolic'y this afternoon. As regards (he 
financial asjiect of that policy I shall leave it to the Finance Member to 
deal with, but I would only point out that (hough the idea of spending 
^e crore on primary education is attractive it is really no policy at all. 

If you have a crore in your budget how are you going to spend it ? What 
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wotdd be jour policy — are you going to train teachers or are you 
going to start schools first? What are you going to do with it? Mei^ly 
to say that we have not provided enough money in the budget for educa- 
tion, therefore we are starving education will not do. If you take away 
the money from* ^le reserved side and hand it over to the Agriculture 
Department what would they do with it? They would not know how to 
spend the money. Where i> the^ policy? iVoicfs: licuve that to us: 
we will formulate our own policy.) I can assure ymi that so far as the 
reserved side is concerned you w'ill have no opimnition to a policy of 
expan.sion. 

C'oniing more specifically to the P<*licc Budget, the general <Titici’*ni on 
this also falls under two categories: firstly, that the |Milice is inefficient, 
and secondly that too much is spent on the Pcdice Inolget. As regards the 
first point, I think there can he no douht that within the last 20 years 
there has been an eintrinoiis improvement in the elHciencv of the Police. 
There is a better stamp (»f nn*n in the police m»w — graduates as Suh- 
Jnspeotoijs and A>isi>tunt Suh-Tii-pcctors — a better stamp of men all 
round. They are trained better — we have even tiained <onstahles in the 
Constables’ Training School not only about their powers hut about their 
duties towards the public ns u whtde. Wc havr u1m> tiaincd detectives in 
the Detective Training School which was the admiratifui of »jther provin- 
ces. But, Sir, traditions and reputations take a long time to die out and 
so we still have abuse thrown upon the police largely for what it used to 
be 2t>or 30 years ago. Discipline is (piile essential in the police force and 
to preserve discipline you must have pio|M‘r supcr\i-ion. You are hound 

trust your police force with p(‘wcrs, and whiMi you arc going to trust 
your police fonu* with powers you mu'-t have supci \ i->ion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am sfirrv to interrupt you. Sir Hugh Stephenson, 
but I should like to adjourn the (’ouncil now unless you would like to 
complete any part of your spee< h. 

[Here the Council was adjourned for lo minutes ] 

After the adjournment, 

Thg Mon*l»l« Sir MUCH STEPHENSON: I will onlv add r.ne word of 
appeal to the Council. I maintain that we have in Bengal a police 
force which is woHh\" of compariiM»n with any force. The whole basis 
of a good jjolice force must 1 m* self-respect and I jmt it to the Council 
how can it expei’t the police to maintain its ludf -respect with a constant 
ahower of mud being thrown at it. It is often said that Oovornmant 
support the police right or wrong. That is not the view of the police 
and Government have no interest in suiiporting tho police when they are 
wrong. An inefficient or oppressive indice officer does more harm to 
Oovemment than he does to the country. Government is keenly inter- 
aated in. keeping the police force pure and efficient. But when mud 
u thrown wildly, it disguise* the issue it disguises fact# and it ii 
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impossible for Government to ascertain what the real facts are. Govera- 
ment has ^ot to treat its servants with justice and so long as mnd^ 
throwing is indiscriminate it is impossible for Government to co-operate 
ifith the i^eople in the way there ought tc» be co-operation to keep a good 
and efficient police force. 

MEMiER in ohtrge of dUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE DEPART- 
MENTS (tho Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-RatiMn) : As regards my department#*' 

budget not very much has been said by the critics of the budget gener- 
ally, and therefore, I will not occupy much of the time of the Council. 
I shall say one or two words with regard to the general criticisms that 
have been lev<dled against the administration so far as the budget. i» 
concerned. It has been said by Mr. C. B. Das that it is not possible 
put any confideiue in the promises of the Government and that therefore 
it would be justifiable for him and his followers to reject the budget 
altogether. But I am sorry he adduced no particular proof. As an 
Indian I must ask him this ciuestion : Can he truly say, whatever the 
demerits of the administration have been, that India does not owe a 
great deal to the British administration? For instance, can it he denied 
that peace has bcHUi kept in India as it was never kept Wore? India 
has Wen protectwl from extenial aggression and there has Wen no inter- 
nerine warfare for a long time. That i< a great blessing of the Briti.sh 
Government. Perhaps it is not jjossible for us who live in the present 
generation to realise its full signfic’ance. But it is an inestimable- 

blessing. Then what about Education? May I ask my friends, tho 
Swarajists, would there have lieen this cry for Swaraj but for the Kngli.sh 
education that they have receivcMl? There cun W but one answer. If 
this education had not spread to the ext At that it ha.s done here we 
would not have this cry for Swaraj, self-government, responsible aelf- 
g<ivernment or Dominion status. Ah an Indian I would protest against 
such sweeping criticism of the British administration, 

Mr. C. R. Das has t<dd us that for the last time he is going to put 
forward a con.structive proiiosal. I strained my ears to heaf what thi* 
proposal was. 1 must confess first of all that never Wfore did 1 hear of 
any constructive proposal coming from him or his party, I am an assi- 
duous wider of their paper and this is the first time and not the last 
that I have heard of any constructive proposal. And what is this eonstruc- 
tive proposal? Give me 5 crores and I will make Bengal a great healthy^ 
province and an industrial centre and change the whcde face of the 
country’." I say this to him — I have got a simpler remedy: *‘Give me 
Aladin's Lamp and I will act'omplish this object much more easily. I 
would ask the genii at my command to raise the level oi Bengal by 
?1,000 feet and we shall then get rid of malaria and many other evil#.*^ 
What, Sir, is this great constructive scheme? One crore for primary 
education, one crore for secondary education, one crore for hiAiahiiig^ 
malaria, and 30 lakhs for Muhammadan education, etc. But where ia 
your programme? <A Voice: 'We shall make out out own programme.h 
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Tea, we have to find it for you. (A Voice: Not you, hut we.) It 
ha&never been in their tx)ntemplation to put forward »<'iienieiv. (A Voice : 
It w'ill be put forward later on.) They have never had any Hcheme to 

put forward, (A Voice :• Because we are not scheininjr pers<*ns,) • 

• • 

Hft PRESIDENTS I must ]H)int out to the Council that 50 sjieeche# 
have been made during the last three days without the slightest inter* 
ruption. Now when the Memherjeof (Joverninent aie lYpiying, it seems 
that they cannot be permitted to speak without constant interruption. 

Kumir 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I xuant to submit, Sir, 
that there was no interruption during onr .<»pt*tH'hos U'cause we weje 
reasonable in our utterances. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That i.s a matter of opinion. I have listened to 
some s|)eecbes which might liave been subject to very considerable 
interruption by those who did not agive with them. 

Tht HofPIlla 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I am obliged to you, Sir, ft*r 
helping me to continue my .‘speech. They say they have lavn very 
rewmable, but I wi.sh they could learn to be a little mort* ixdite and 
courteous. Those are very valuable (|ualities if they want to run s*df- 
govemment. Sir, ns regards Mr. (\ R. This’ scheme it is mere moon- 
shine that he has placed l>efore the (’imiicil. Sir Hugh Stephennon has 
jKiinted out that it is quife impossible for any department to siwnd all 
this money within the year. You must* have a practical prognimme of 
work in accordance with the ladicy that is to be cnrrie<l out. I wouhl 
not call this a scheme at all. 

* I must also .say one wonf as regards the (haigen that have 
levelleii against the reserved departments generally. It has been repn^ 
sented by speaker after speaker that it is our business and indeed that 
we consider it to iHMmr duty to grub all the money that there in in 
the budget leaving the Ministers nothing. As has already Jl»een explain- 
ed the budget is considered as a whole. All the departments put for- 
ward their demands and then the Meml^ers in charge of the reserved 
departments and the Ministers in charge of the transferred departments 
consider the importance of various schemes and then funds are allocatef!. 
All the departments reserved as well as transferred have their own dgtiea 
to perform. I say that the reserved departments ore al^wdutely essen- 
tial for good government and I do not think that even the Swarajists can 
poeaibly say tlmt the reserved departments ought not to he provided for. 
There can be no Government if these departments are slanged. And I 
for my pari can assert that none of us ever refuse to help the transfeired 
departments as much as it is possible within the limits of our purae. 
la it to be thought of for a moment that no one is interested in the 
aptead of education in the province or to see that disease is eradi<ated f 
I tay that it is not fair to bring this charge against the members respoii- 
sibit for the reserved departments. 
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Now Sir, as the time is limited I will say one or two wi.rds about 
the criticisms as regards the Paper Book Department of theirFtigh Court. 

I find Mr. Nurul Huq Chaudhury is not here. He wanted to have some 
information as regards the expenditure in this department, and we 
have, Hvij.plied him with that information. H? also complained that 
tthe Paper Book Department has injuriously affected the junior pleaders c 
a number of whom used to find employment in preparing paper books. 

I sent for information regarding this from the High Court, and I Vish 
to leinind this Coiicnil that the paper book dep-irrment was started by 
a disiingui.shed Vakil Judge, Sir A^utosh Mukherji whom bo one will 
accuse of thinking of injuring the interests of junior pleaders. It was 
he when he was officiating Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court 
who initiated tln.s department and I have got figures to show that far 
from injuring the interest of junior pleaders this Paper BfK>k Depart- 
ment have employed a number of them, I find that formerly pleaders 
used to find employment in preparing paper bookK. Now in this depart- 
ment no less than 3ti pleaders have found employment in various capa- 
cities. Besides these there is a list of about (>8 pleaders who also 
do special job work in connection with paper books. This was the We 
complaint of Mr. Nurul Huq Chaudhury, but it will be seen that the 
department has in no way injured the interests of the junior pleaders. 
Mr. Sumt (’handra Bose complained of delays in the Munsif and Subordi- 
nate Judge’s courts at Bnrdwan and Asausol. As regards that every- 
one knows that u strong committee has been constituted to inquire 
into the whole question (d delays presided over by Mr. Justice 
Rankin and I assure this House that we expect substan- 
tial n'suUs fn>m their lalM)ur8. They, an* imjuiring as to honr 
far th«' procedure and arrangements of the court are responsible for the 
delay and I am sure that when (heir report is published we shall he in 
a posit i(»n to deal with this (juestion in an effective way. Mr. Bose 
suggested that we slnmld increase the staff of judicial officers. That 
I submit to tfie HoU'*e is not possible within the limits of our present 
resouH'es. We are doing as mindi as we can in consultation with the 
High Court to .see that there is an adecpiate staff and that the cases 
are not unduly pndonged. 

Another hon’ble member raised the question of a Civil C<mrt building 
at Serampore. He suggested that we should buy the building in which 
the Civil Courts are now housed. We have consulted an expert on this 
point and have been assureil that this building is entirely unsuitable 
and is in such a dilapidated condition that there will be very little 
saving of money if we were to n*pair it properly. So it has been 
thought better to have a new building. As we have been strongly 
advisee) to that affect, that is why we have provided money for a new 
building. 1 would not like to take up the time of the Council any 
more. 
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MiMBER tfi ohirga M DEPARTMENTS of LAND REVENUE, 
PORESTS; IRRIGATION tiKl EUROPEAN EDUCATION (tlNiHdiPblt 
lilt MiBUMraJ<Mlli^*^i^ Bahadur of Burdwail): My 17 year^' axp^^rienca in 
Uie Ijegislative. Council witliout » break. Sir, 1ms taught mo 

tihat*tlua acadenfic discussion of the budget is really getting more and 
more dreary in view of the fact that we have the very same things repeat- 
ed when different votes for grants come up. I was sorry that yestenlay 
vou,* Sir, missed a little amusemebt — the only amuHcment really during 
the last three dreary days. I was responsible for the first annisement 
for having indulged in the Pari itgnent ary weakness of forty winks, 
whereas my friend Mr. Byoinkes (Imkravurti, who I am sorry is not in 
the House just now, came up and was telling me what the amusement 
was about when be was called to order by Dr. Moreno for standing with 
his back to the Chair. With three gniceful 1m>ws 1u‘ resumed his (wml. 
They were the three im)st graceful bows that 1 have seen in my life. My 
hon’hle friend, Mr. (Imkravarti us you know. Sir. as we all know, is a 
born courtier and he really >hould have live<l in the days of the f/r/iride 
vionarchif ” for I am sure King Louis XIV when he wanted to use his 
pet phrase chcrchc* Ifi fviuiue would have fo\ind Mr. H\omkes ( hakia- 
varti very useful with his grai’eful hows. Irom graceful hows we have 
got to come d<ovii to facts and I have to offer to the (’loincil mune expla- 
nations regarding certain items of expemiiluiv uhich \^e have provided 
in that poHion of the Budget which is umler m> c harge, Buhu Sudar- 
san ('hakravart\ and «»ne <u two other speaker^ want the remc^val of the 
silt .at the mouth of the Boral river. Hc*garding the Boral river some of 
those gentlemen who were members of the late Bengal Legislative 
Council and who have been ic'turmal here ina> remember that it was 
brought before the ILuise by one or (wo members interested in th® 
locality, and I had on moio tl.an one cHcasion to rm-ntion the real facU 
of the case. 

The mouth of the BornI river i, on the (iiinire, Mmut 2fi mile* up- 
stream of the Hardinire Bri.lKe The Boral river i« a apill river ronnecl- 
ing the Ganges and the .Taiminn and it has silted up very hadly and 
there i* also an ohsiru. tion at the mouth. We are ronstanlly receiving 
representations to dreilge this river but we are unable to do so a, it 
would endanger the Hardinge Bridge for one thing and might divert 
the course of the Ganges for an<»ther. 

I got the niilwav authorities to agree to certain irrigation schemef 
being carried (»ut from the Boral provided that u proi>er regulatc»r wan 
buBt to prevent the Boral enlarging itself so as to becemie dangerous. 

Tbe Secretary, Local Self-Governinent Dermrtmenl was about a year 
ago in communication with the people whoaskwl for irrigation facihiiea, 
inquiring if they were willing to find money to construct this weir, but 
from that time to this nothing further has been heard about the 
by thii Department, If the people wiah to have the Boral improved tha 
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matter lies largely in their own hands. I was glad to find Hai Sat- 
yendra Nath Ohaudhury Bahadur give us a pat on the bade regaydhig 
the colonisation scheme of Bakarganj and I hope that this Council by 
foting the money that we have asked for in this year’s budget jrill 
[)ermit the lievcnue Department to increase its resources under this 
head and at the same time help the people who want to colonise and 
settle there, Mr. Nurul Huq Chaudhury made certain caustic remarks 
about the provision made in the budget for the reserved side of Educa- 
tion. I shall at a la^er stage mention something about this bogey of 
reserved and transferred. Meanwhile I may mention this to those who, 
like Mr. Nurul Huq Chaudhury, might be of the same opinion that .we 
are si)ending in proportion to the population of Europeans in the province 
very large sums of money, that where minorities are concerned — minor- 
ities like the Europiean and the Anglo-Indian communities — it is not 
only fallacious but unjust to apply the population test. Their require- 
ments are different. 

Another thing which I should like those whr> consider that European 
education is getting a large share to bear in mind is that the majority 
(»f the institutions like the Ea Martiniere wen* founded by non-official 
Europeans and are maintained largely by them and if the Government 
are supplementing thcjse institutions with grants the (lovernment is do- 
ing so because it considers that their claim is fair and just and it does 
not do so with any idea of giving them money at the expense of others. 
As regards the Dow Hill School and the Victoria School at Kurseong, 

I may perhaps for those who are new to this Council mention that these 
Hchmds are maintained maiidy for the children and relations of Euro- 
pean and Anglo-Indian Government serva'nts and they are maintaineef 
with that degree of efficiency which is essential for the training that 
they receive. An erroneous conception seems to have come in regard- 
ing the Dnrjeiding High School. The Darjeeling High School is main- 
tained for the natives of that district and the new school building as 
well as the improvement of the class rooms is ab.solutely essential speci- 
ally in view of the fact that the Nepalese and the Bhutias are now begin- 
ning to appreciate the fruits of education and the demand for better 
education for the children of the soil in that part of the province is grow- 
ing. Dr, Moreno mentioned! about a new Anglo-Indian hostel which 
is a matter more for the University authorities than myself; although 
it relates to European education it does not come directly under me. 
Khan Bahadur Musharuff Hossain wants to inquire as to whether the 
vested interest of the parties would be prt>tected in the settlement opera- 
tions at Chittagong. I may say it will certainly be protected as Govern- 
ment itself is the vetted interest there. 

I am sorry that in view tif the earnettnets with which he spoke I 
am unable to see eye to eye with Mr. Sultan AH who comes from Khulna 
regarding the picture he drew of the famine in Khulna some yearn past* 
It is true that in some of the parts it was very bad, hut 1 visited some of 
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these part.s myself and the communique which Was issued by Oovernment 
»fter my iftspection was a clear statement as to why Government was not 
is a.position or did not consider it necessary to declare the tract under the 
Famine Code. I am sop-y that from the little ,rrou|. that useil to sit ill 
thecomermthe.old Council one has left us. namely. Hahu Nalini Nath 
Boy, whose death we all deplore. I am (flad to find my friend H«i 
Harendranath Chaudhnri who a.s usual with his eafjle eye has tried to 
find. fault with us in some of oul- provisions in the liri'tration IVpart- 
ment. I am always anxious to help him and my friend the Kumar 
Saheb who is specialisinfj for beconyn(t an expert in mutters relating to 
Irrigation and I shall be very glad to supply them ‘with any su. h infor- 
mation regardinjr the d«*tails of the budget. 

A complaint ha.s come from Ilai Harendranatli ('hatidhuri that our 
Irrigation budget information in .scanty. If be will kindly iH>inl out 
either to Mr. Huntiiigford or to myself in what resiHHl he considers 
the information scanty then we shall not only try to give him tin* 
information he wants hut perhaps like the Hon'hle Mr- Donald who 
eeems to be a good hoy in the eyes of Rai Harendranath ('haudhuri, my 
ssucce.ssor in office might al.so emulate his example and when intrixlui'- 
ing the budget next year he might give more details. Kumar Shib 
Shekhareswar Ray in this connection has diseoverfsl that we have l)een 
hankey-pankying with the Madaripur hhil mute scheme and he in his 
usual sensorial manner wants information as to why we have been inclin- 
ed to deceive the members of this Council by calling a part of the Madari- 
pur hhil route scheme as the Lower Kumar river scheme. If he will 
refer to page 76 of the Grey Book he will find “ Impntvement of the 
Lower Kumar river by dredging (included in the Madaripur hhil mute).” 
Therehire, Sir, there is no idea of deception. The idea simply is 
that the portion of the Madaripur hhil route, which is known as the 
Lower Kumar river, is the portion that is proposed to lie taken up in 
the next year’.s budget. Now, Sir, these are all what T have to say on 
some of the provi.sions relating to my department, hut I should like to 
make w^me general oh.servation.s and I heg your indulgence as well a** 
the indulgence of those meiuhers who are present here, as this js the 
last occasion on which I shall lie addressing this Houhf* as a Member 
of Government on the general di.scussion of the budget. 

We have heard, I hope, Sir, you will pardfin the expression, a cer- 
tain amount of Beuglement du Taurran from certain memliers of the 
Swaiuj party to throw out the budget as a whole. I hoj>e that in ▼iew 
of the expression of opinion by their leader Mr, C. R. Das and in view 
of the fact that in his so-called grari«»usness he has tbitiwn a sop to 
Goremment in the shape of what be calls a constructive scheme ihsi 
they will reconsider this matter carefully: hut Indore I soy anything I 
should like to make a personal explanation to both my friends 
Mr. C. % Das and Bahu Bejoy Krishna B(»se whom I have had the 
pleasure of knowing during the last fett days only, who think that I have 
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a natural tendency to intimidate, and Bejoy Babu, I think, just at the 
time when I was in the middle of my slumber yesterday^ said that in 
spite of the Maharaja's veiled threat they were going to throw out the 
’budget. I should like to point out to my friends that there was a 
time when I was perhap-s one of the* most persecuted persons and (here 
was no one to whom more intimidation was conveyed than to myself. 
Sir, if anybody hates intimidation it is myself. Therefore, I should 
like to assure my friends that there was no idea either of intimi- 
dating or f)f playing the role of a superior person on my part, 
when, in the debate;, on the que.stion of release of political prisoners or 
in the debate on the vote of no confidence on the Ministers I sounded 
a note of warning. I did so and I do so now with the best of intentions 
because I feel that I have a right as a patriotic Indian just as much as 
those who have now labelled themselves as Swarajists to claim for 
India that emancipation and that realisation step by step for which not 
only every Indian in India aspires for, but every honest and right-mind- 
ed Kuropean and Knglishnmn is willing to help. 

Now, vSir, regarding the (piestion of reserved and transferred sides, 
I am not going to go intt» the mentalities of my two late Hoirble Col- 
leagues, Mr. P, (\ Milter and Nawah {suiyid Nawah Ali (Miaudhuri, 
because I am sure they know as much as I do that whether they were 
able to produce new schemes or policies we in (he (hn-eninnuit ha<l always 
tried to work as a unified whole and ns Sir Hugh Stephenson very 
rightly pointed out a little while ago it is to our interest just as much 
as to those of (Uir Ilon’hh* Colleagues on the transferred side to prcKluee 
si'hemes and to get them passeil ^^ith (lie san(ti(ui of the icpn'sentatives 
<»f the <*ountrv, namely, (he members of tlie Bengal Legislative CouneiL 
Mr. C. R. Das has given us a programme costing, I think, 5 crores. 

I may piunt out to him at ome but he is n(»t here — I am sure his 
friends will convey it to him — that in the Irrigation Department alone 
we have got schemes relating to anti-malarial projects — to give only 
one instunc(^— the Bhairab-Mutabhanga scheme which alone will cost 
double the figure which Mr. C. R. Dus has given for all the different 
improvements be proposes. Therefore, it is not a question of money 
simply; it is a question on our side of being able to prtHluce schemes and 
for the Finance Member with the condition of the finances to be able to 
give as much money as he can for the schemes and for the members of 
the Council ox\ the other hand to consider the schemes jn their proper 
light and not to block every scheme because we have not been able to 
produce some fantastic idea of putting down a large figure which could 
not pos.sibly be spent in a year. I would like my friends who have criti- 
cised us to remember that none of us — neither Sir Hugh Stephenson nor 
Mr. Donald, nor the two brown members of the bureaucracy with them — 
none of us are here, to imitate the words of rather a popular song of 
the day “ Dreaming dreams or scheming schemes or building castlee 
in the air or for ever blowing bubbles, pretty bubbles in the air.'' We 
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are her© to try to the best of our abilities to produce schemes for the 
benefit of Ih^ country whether they relate to the resererd or the trans- 
ferred half of Government, and it is our duty so lonjr as we are members 
of the Government to tiy and take with us the members of the liegisla* 
tive* Council and I sincerely hope that when the final discussion of (he 
budget comes up/ for the sake of the provimv, for (he sake of the 
country itself saner judgments will prevail and that we shall bo able 
to get through many things whicH aie so urgtuitly needed for (ho deve- 
lopment of the province and for expenditure on the right lines. 

MEMBER in oharge Of FINAHGE, COMMERCE, and MARINE 
0E)»ARTMENT8 (the Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald): Since the diiwiission of 
the budget I have begun to think that we might have had a better 
procedure than that followed on this and previous (Mentions. We have 
been told we have got very little ptdicy behind this budget. It might 
have been better if, instead of explaining the policy at the end of this 
debate, my Hon’ble (’olleugues had explnimul the pcdic y which lies behind 
the budget and then had a diNCussion on it. If we Inol adopted this 
course then the debate might not have appeared so dreary as it has to 
several members. I am afraid what I have to say may also be some- 
what of a dreary nature. 

There has been very little comment on that part ot (be budget rtdat- 
ing to the departments with which I am concerned. Therefore, I am 
‘'pared the trouble — it may only be temporarily — of dealing with the 
details under the vari(nis budget heads of my department. The < riticisms 
that I have to meet fall into two categories, namely, the comments made 
on the budget as a whole, and the more genenil issues. The chief among 
Them is that behind this budget there is no poli« y ; it is a budget of 
rupee.s, an account of expenditure and receipts ami lit lb' more. And 
further that I am the villain. It is said that the rcvenin*s of the 
province are at my disposal, that I have turned down schemes, that I 
have refused money and that I have blocked the way to progress and 
made no efforts to get money to meet the demands of the various depart- 
ments, especially the nation-building departments. In order to meet 
these criticisms I shall have to explain what the p<isilii>n (d the Finance 
Department is in the constitution of the Government, but let me first 
refer briefly to one or two small detailed criticisms of the budget. I 
think there is a good deal of misconception and misunderstanding as to 
wbat the revjsed estimate means. A revised estimate is entirely e 
matter for the Finance Department; it has nothing to do with the 
budget grants— the grants that have he<*n voted by the Council; we 
caunot cut those grants. The departments ran spend them in full. 
What we do in the Finance Department is tf> keep an eye on the expefndi- 
turn during the year and our experience of past expenditure and the 
expenditure that is going on leads us to certain concliiiions that at the 
close of the year a certain figure of expenditure will be reached. 
These conclusions we put down in the reviseil estimate. The budget 
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grant* arc not out ; tBc depiartmcnts haTc full power to spend their 
money. TheNC estimate* are also necessary in order that we should 
know what funds we hare got at our credit in the balances. That is 
•necessary for expenditure in the following year and it helps us in 
determining what expenditure will be required to carry on for the follow, 
ing year. 

There has been some criticism of oar revenues particularly as regards 
Stamps and Kxcise. The Hon’ble Mr. Ghuznavi has dealt with Excise 
and I need not repeat it. But we are told that taxation is a great 
burden on the people and an out-and-out modidcation of the present 
policy of taxation is suggested. I refer to this merely to draw the atten- 
tion of member* probably to what they have already noticed that the Gor- 
emment of India contemplate an inquiry into the general svstem of taxa- 
tion in this country, whether it is equitable and in accord with the 
general principles of taxation, and whether the burden is properly di.s- 
tributed. One member referred to contingencies and said that onlv a 
small retrenchment had been made and he quoted in that connection 
the figures which I gave him in answer to a question which he put in 
Council the other day. The niemWr .neems to have for^rotten or to have 
overlooked the second jmrt of my answer which told him that a special 
officer IS still going on making inquiries and that we hope to make 
still further retrenchments in that line. Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra 
found some difficulty in following the budget. I found it difficult to 
follow his criticisms. May I suggest to him that it would save a 
great deal of trouble if he would come over to the Secretariat— it is 
much simpler to explain these things quietly over the table. Behind 
me IS Rai Ilareiulranath Clmudhuri who always comes to us and we 
pve him very full information on the points he desire.s. One particular 
Item to which a member on this side referred was why some items of 
expenditure were shown ns voted and some as non-voted. If he will come 
round to my office 1 shall lie able to explain to him clearlv in detail 
These small details over, let me turn to the main criticisms. 

It is said that the Finance Memlwr, with his adamantine heart has 
not aot'orded generous treatment to the transferred department*. More 
than one speaker has referred to this and even the ex-Ministers have used 
thu as an explanation of why more has not been done in the transferred 
departmenU. I am accused of obstruction and hard-heartedness and the 
Kumar Saheb has referred to the arbitrary methods in which' I make 
allotmenU to the various department*. He referred to the fact that there 
ujed to be a Finance Committee which allotted funds for new expenditure. 
There waa, it i» true, a Finance Committee in former days, but what this 
Committee dU was to consider schemes for new expenditure and 
recommendation* to Government. Then the Government allocated the 
money. The Kumar Saheb seem, to think that I have vested^^seD 
Ui* powers tif the committee, nay even of the whole Government. 
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Let me bow explain the position of the Finance Department, I want 
to make thistclear’becaase there ore many, even In the St‘cretariat, who 
are riol particularly conversant with the work of the Fiimnce Ik^ivirtnient. 
Now, the Finance Department has nothiiiff to do with the ulhH'ation of* 
money. The business of the Finance l)c{Mirtinent is to examine and 
advise on schemes for new expenditure. This is all laid down in the 
rules. New schemes involvinj^ ex{>enditure must all (*ome Indore the 
Finance Department, This is laid down in the l)evoluti(»n Rules. What 
the Finance Department has to do may l>t> dealt with under four IhsmIm, 
Their duty is — 

^1) to see that that a sehome is based on sounj financial principles ami 
in accord with the rerm^rnised canons for expenditure (»f public money; 

(2) ^to ensure that the scheme is not exfrnvafrunt or a wasteful om*. It 
might, for example, suggest that the scheme that is put forward woiibl 
l>e done in a better way and at a cheafH’r cost ; 

(3) to ensure cos»rdination between the departments; as e.g., in the 
matter of salaries ; 

(4) to see that the propiT sanction is obtaiiMnl there ari‘ <‘ertain 
rules of sanction and the Finam e Depart iiient sees that necessary sane* 
tion is obtained. 

There is nothing in all thes(* which giv(*s the h'i nance Dcparlincnt 
power to say that a KcloMue cannot Im» pr<MMMMlcd w ilh lM'causi‘ thru' is i u 
money. In connccti<in with a sclicinc the biisincHrioi iIh* I'inanrr Dcjuu l' 
nient is finished when it has examimMl (hi‘ schcinc on il> incriN. 3 he pio 
vwion of money stamls on a cjuitc differciif footing, Tlii** is laid down in 
the l)t*volution Rules. Rule 31 of tin* Devolution Rules lav*, diovn that 
framing of proptisals for expenditure in regard to traiinfcrred and 
reserved subjects w'ill l>e a nurttcr for agrei'inent hclwc’cn (hat pail ol the 
Government which responsible for the administration of the transfer- 
red suhjtsds and that |mrt of (he Government which is H*sponsible for the 
administration of rescrveil suhjoefs. In other words tlu’ MemlM»rs and 
Ministers sit together tt» decide what schemes arc to la* provided for. 

It will l»e helpful if I give some indicntiori us to hf>w a hiidgel m 
|> repared. All departments send in their estimates of ex|soidilure for 
the ensuing year. These deal with ex|ienditur<* which has alr<»ttdy lie«oi 
approved, sanctioned and which is going on. 31»ere are <»eflain varia* 
tions of expenditure caused by such items as increnieiils of (my, firo* 
greomve salaries, certain works which may l»e coming to a clomi^— all 
variations of expenditnre which has already been voted by the (/ouncil 
and pasiied. All these are checked and examined, consol iikteii and 
ooUected in the light of experience of past expenditure, firstly, in the 
Aeootintani-Qeneral's office, and secondly, in the Finance Iteparimeni. 
While this is going on, all the new schemes, schemes for new expeitdt* 
ture, which the Departments want U* put in the next year's budget, are 
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sent into the Finance Deportment. These schemes have al;^dy been 
examined and approved by the Finance Department, in accordance with 
the rules and all that the Finance Department does is to see that they 
•are properly presented and that they have been approved. About the 
16th January the first edition of the budget incorporating the sanc- 
tioned exi)enditure and estimates of revenue based on the figures up to 
the end of Decern l>er, or about that time, is fixed up, and checked. We 
have then a budget of sanctioned expenditure for the coming year. 
Then we know how we stand ; w^e know what our revenue and existing 
exi*enditure will bo^ what our genoral financial position is. What the 
Finance Department does is to place before the whole Governifient 
this budget showing the oxact financial position of the province and 
the i)roi)osals for new exj^nditure. It is the business of Government 
us a whole to determine which of the new schemes shall be iuclude<l 
in the budget. This has, of course, to considered with refenmce 
to the funds available. The Finance Department merely comes in to 
record the decision of Government. The Finance Member does not 
AS such allocate the money; it is allocated by the Members and Minis- 
ters of Government sitting together. The Finance Department cannot 
sanction new cxix^nditure, it must l>e clone by Government as a whole. 
Therefore I am not, personally, us Finance Meml)er, responsible for 
the allocation of funds. IaH me now look at it from another pfunt 
of view. IIow dcK»s a scheme find a place in the budget y With reganl 
to a scheme we must first have a policy. When a Minister or Meml)er 
determines a ixdicy ho works out n scheme and that scheme comes up to 
the h'inance Dejxirtment to lie examined on the principles which I have 
menticmed. As I have said the Finance l>epnrtment cannot turn down o 
scheme. The I’inance IK»|Xirtment may differ from a Member or 
Minister in regard to a parti<-ular sc luMiie but it cannot reje<’t the scheme. 
If the Memln'r or Minister is not satisfied witli the decision of the Finance 
Department he can take it, according to the principle of diarchy, to the 
Governor in (’ouncil if the qiie.sticvn relates to the reserved side or to the 
Goverm»r sitting with his Ministers if it relates to the transferred side. 
But we an' wwking on a unified system and the whole Government would 
l»e consulted in a matter in which the Finance Department differs from 
a Member or Minister. Then tlie dtM'ision arrived at is the decision of 
the Ooveriiinent and there can l)e no rejection by the Finance Member. 
If it is decided that it is an ai>prove<l scheme the next thing is to find 
funds. As I have said the finding of funds for expenditure on the 
schemes is a matter which is determined by the Governroenl as a whole. 
In onler that a scheme might find a place in the budget there must 
therefore be a policy and it must be an approved schewie. 

Iiet roe apply this with reganl to the remarks made by the ex- 
Minister. Mr. Milter, who has pleadeil that nothing has been done for 
primary and secondary edneation despite his protests beeanae of the 
ohslTUction of the Finance Member. I may repeat that it is not In my 



» 24.1 


*231 


DISCUSSION OP THE BUDOET* 

power to tyrn down a scheme. He euiys that my answer will be there 
i» no moneyf'’ But I have quite a different answer “ there were no 
eche’mos.^’ How could I say there was no money for tliese schemes 

when the schemes did not exist Y • 

• ^ 

Turninfr to the •remarks of the ex-Minister (Nawuh Sahib). 1 tind he 
says that the trees have l>een cut down, hut where an* tlie slnsits to take 
theii; places. Now if there are to Ik* shoots the m‘<m1s must Ih^ jdwnted 
r»r the ^'Tound sown, lie n‘fei,H u> one iiistame to the ahw*iire (»f the 
scheme for jtrimnry a^^ricultural edmatioii from tin* hudj^i't. I Mieve 
there is such a scheme, hut 1 ha\e in*ver >een it. in l!»e Finanee lh*part- 
moiU and that is one reason why it <1<kvs not up{»ear in the hndf^et, 

Then, Mr. Mitter has said that I havt* not shown statesmanship. 
Surely, the pro{>er statesmanship to m> iiiiini is to formulatt^ ii |>olicv, 
!(► secure the acceptance of that jMilicy hy this (\»uncil, and then to push 
jn with deterininaflon to secure funds hir carrying out that jsili< y. 

Now, I turn to the budget for the eoming year. In the tirsl place, 
he ordinary ex|H*nditurt* w'lis determined with ivferenee to jmst ex|sm- 
dilure us modified by the Uetrenchiiieiit ('ominittee. Now, the |>rtqs>snl« 
of the Retrenchment (\>mmitte<» nreix* eonsidered hy (lovmnincnt us a 
whole, Members and Ministers sitting together discussed and cuim* to 
conclusions on every one or most of the items: there uix' some items still 
|s*iiding. But the administrative exiH»nditure, us it now iipis’ais, was 
the considered opinhm of the Joint (lovernment, the Ministers fio less 
than the Members had their say, and so far us I am concerned, the 
budget has Ikh’Ii fnimed in accordance with their cxmclusions. 

Now, we have had some now criticisms. We have lH*en referred 
to promises in the past. Dr. Bidhati (’haiidru Roy ami Balm 
Surendra Nath Ray referred to them. Dr. Roy n-ferreil to Sir J«din 
Kerr’s spiSH'h in 1922 about the jmssihility of Bnancing a loan for 
capital works when a small surplus would Im* available. He has quoted 
some figures to show that the surplus whieh he has worloMl out could lie 
e!nph»y«Ml in floating a loan for capital wf»rks and (be provision of schetnos 
in the transferred departments. 1 think if he will refer to my s|M*isdi, he 
will find that I have not referred to a surplus— as a matter of fact, so 
long os the contribution of Rs. G3 lakhs to (he (loverhment of India 
bangs over our beads, we cannot f<*el that we have a recurring surplus. 
Therefore, at the moment we have really no money to raise a loan or 
embark on schemes of a recurring character. We have not yet got to 
that position. 

Babu Surendra Nath Ray watt also on the wnmg lack , bo icadc our 
increase of revenue frt>m stamps and the amuM*ments (ax and he calM 
ti a surplus — but it is not a surplus at all. 

I would now like to turn to our new expenditure. When we prepared 
our budget for 1924<25 about the 15th of January last, we found Hiai we 
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had a closing balance of a little over a crore, and the margin l^tween onr 
iijc(»mc and udiiiiiUHtnitivc expenditure was about lie.* 36 lakhs. Out of 
this Kura of ulxmt 13G lakhs, I considered w'e should be justified in sjiend- 
ing not more than roughly Its. 90 lakhs. Be it remembered that at 
that time the new MinisterH had just come into office *aud it was' not 
expected that, withili the short time at their dis{>osul, they could formu- 
late a policy and have schemes ready for iiicIuNioii in the budget. The 
Slim of Its. 90 lakhs was what I thoiiglit we would be justifinl in putting 
into the budget. We have, as I said in my opening speech, committed 
ourselves to the ex]iendiiui|' of Hs. 88 InkliH all on new schemes. And 
may I again remind the House that this money w^as distributed by Gov- 
ernment us a whole — Membei-s and Ministers sitting together and all 
liaving a say in tlie matter. 1 think some member suggested our having 
a joint purs<‘. ife fails to realise that thi^ would mean that Ministenii 
would have very little say in the jnovision of funds for the reservi^d 
clepaitmmits. I will now e.\{duin wh«*ie this sum of Us. 88 lakhs has gone, 
us we ari’ told that most of it has been glv»Mi to the rest‘rve»l departments 
and very little to the transferreil departments. Now, firstly, we hail an 
(ddiguti(»n- -it was imperative that wv should n‘-settle the (9iittagong 
district — that is an (ddigation on us to carry out in order that the m‘W 
settlement may come into force as soon as the old settbonent c eases. This 
will take Its. lo lakhs out of the Rs. 88 lakhs leaving Us. 78 
lakhs, 'riie next is a provision for making wealth. We have added some- 
thing to the Forest Department for ilcvelopment , so that we may have 
iiKire money, 'riiere is also a provision of Us. 1 lakh - practicallv, a 
health contribution — for mosijuito nets and for the Ihdice. Thei'C' 
are one or two provisions amounting to id>;»ut U*'. ‘..b8(l,IKH) leipiired for 
Printing and Stationery, an unpuHluctive but nevertheless nctessary 
administrative expenditure, reijuired lit rephuu' machinery which is very 
idd. This takes us down to Us. r>(>,8(),tHM). NOw, of this, we have 
earmarked Hs. 14 lakhs in addition to the Hs. 8 lakhs of exin>ndiluns 
for pt>li<-e buildings in (hilcutta which upiH*^^ in the budget. TlMlt is 
a paying pix>|MKsition, Imhuiusc if we have our own buildings, we shall set 
fn»e some of our rt»curriiig ex|MUiditure whiidi we are now incurring in 
rents, rates and taxes f(»r hired buildings, and this will help us in meeting 
new sehemes of nn urring ex|H*nditure, whi< h is the c lass of ex}ieiiditure 
the transferred departments rtMpiire. Theii, we have erne or two judicial 
buildings. Next we eome to a sc'heme of Us. lakhs for the lienefit of 
the (xs»ple, irrigntiem in (he Tuinluk snlHliviHion nM|uiml for agricul- 
tural iiiipiovemont and for the gtmeral health of the area. Irrigation, 

I may say, is prac tically for the Wnefil c»f the ptxiple and it dcH»s not stand 
on the same footing as other departments cm (he reserved side. Then, 
w^e have sc hemes for Kdneation amounting to Rs. 1,50,000, for Medical 
to Hs. 4,25.000. Public Health nearly R«. 7 lakhs, Industries Rs, 26,000 
and Civil Works abemt Rs, 18 lakhs: all items ecmnected witli the 
nation^huOdtng deportmenta and for the benefit of the people. 
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Thug ^fter deductiiiR the lie. 15 lukli, f..r th« CbiHgKoii^ S*.tUeniBu(, 
wImcIi, ag I«buVB tiiBiitbiitml, ig an ablifj:utic>u, wb uri* mlui'Btl tu Itg. 73 
htkbg and we are siHMidiiiK Us. 17 lakhs mil iif this Us. 73 Inkha mi 
gfiiemoH meant for the- welfare of the iH-ople, nm*s Ibis sii|.|Hirt (hb 
allm/atiou that fhc Imreuin iaiy is payiiiir no IiiimI to the welfare of the 
[HMijiIe ? 

} admit and I found it so wbfii 1 was projmriuf^ jiiy Inidgut s|HHTh, 
that there is not nuirh poliry behind this hudiret—it is iMtssihly « eolonr' 
less allocation of the revemn.s. hut it is hardly tt» he exjMH'ted that 
Ministers who had only been in thc^ir apiMiintiiynU for alsuit Ht days 
lH‘£ore the preparation of the hudp*t eould frame tlu ir isdiry and furnish 
new Hchemes in aeeordanee with that |sdi<*y. 

There is another point which is also cemneeted with tin* hml^et. It 
may Ik* said that altliou^rh we an* H)H'iidiM|r Its. Hi hdxhs out td om c cmi- 
mitments for arlivities in the inteiests »d the i»eo)d<*’s hc*ulth ami welfare, 
the provision in the nc‘xt yc»ar’.s hud^:<*t is very small, ’rin* amounUt allot • 
ted for ant i>kala«ar.ar and anti>malai ial measures have already been nn*u 
tioiusl, and it is sai<l that tln*\ aie altop'lher imaillieieiit and not eomineio 
suiafe with the pnddenis with which we are futc»d. 'Phis is anotlu*!* featuie 
of tin* bud|ret which I may ('Xplain here. It is not pioper bud|i{^etiti^^ to piit 
into the bud, tret niou* nnniey than i*an Ik* .'•pent in the course* of the yeat 
What is tin* Use of putting in lar^e sum.s of money which cannot iHtsstblv 
Ik* spent P T<» do so would, when our rc*sources aie limited, iinTely mean 
the exeluhion of sehemes whieh mifrht Im* earricfl through and which 
inijrht be ecpially insessaiv for tin* benefit of the |Msiple. Sniely 
bt is IndtcT to iinluch* as mu^y sehemes as can priditably Im* dealt with 
lhan to include a iaixe* amount on oin* or two h In nies which ( unnot Ik 
'jKL'iit. It may Ik* arg'Ueii that there should Im* no ditliculty in HjH*tnlin>r 
far more than thc^sums provided. Thoso who would so ai>rue huNe hud 
little ex|K*rieiiee of the difficultic-s of administration. Tidess a sclHuin 
s f^lly thoufrht out lH*fon*Jiatid and all [ir<*paratioii made fiu pultinfjt it 
iito immediate prnetiee a eonsiderahle time is taken up in (he lu'ccssaiy 
ireparation. iKceal iKidies have to In* eonsultefi if tin* scln*me itibolvcs 
he ccMiperatioii of J<K*al bodies sueh as Distriet Hoards. gMuiiieiptdilies, 
[Jniou Boards and the like, and f can t<*ll (he Ilousi* (hat (his is a wry 
niitful source of delay. The result is (hat it is diflieult to ensure tin* 
(lending of the money within the hiianeial year. But in any c use the 
kmneil should riH'ogfiise that a bc*frinnin^ is made, and should 

ncourage the Ministers in their efforts to deal with the problems. And 
can aaaure the House that all the Meiiit>ers of the (jovernment wimlij 
n!y be too frl^d to have Ministers furnished with more funds for (he 
ubjecta which they have to administer. 

Sir, when I am on this point, I must refer to Mr. DasV prcipfuMil. It is 
very interesting proposal, but it has difffieultie#. If yim are going to 
pend the money you have got to have a scheme ready and that is going 
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to take some time and when you work out a scheme you have got to deter- 
mine how much money you can spend annually and the exeeution of the 
ftchetiie is also going to take time ; so the question involves the preparation 
of schemes and a programme of expenditure and si de]>eud8 on the period 
of the working out of the scheme. I presume there w'ill he no difiiculiy 
ill raising the sum of lls. 5 ci-ores. Then, we have got to consider the 
fact that the loan is going t(» <-o.st \\h annually Its. 40 lakhs. Where 
are we going to get that Its. 40 lakhs? I am not going to dismiss the 
suggestion — I am quite prepared to diwuss the pro|K)8al with Mr. Das, 
and I suggest that a discussion round a table is a far better way of tack- 
ling it than by making spceclieh irom our places in this Chamber. 
(Dr. A. Si iiMAWAKDY : A round tabic conference.) 1 thought 1hai 
would bring forth (hut remark. Now, if we have to spend Its. 40 lakhs 
for the loan, how are we going to get that money? You may say — “ Cut 
down your expenditure.” Well, we have already cut down and we may 
do so a little more, but there is not much possibility of making any 
further*reduction. I do not sujipose that more taxation will be acceptable. 
Then our hope really lies in the continued remission our pn)vincial 
contribution and in the revision of the Meston Settlement. I understand 
that the (iovernment of India have already suggested a reduction in the 
cmitributions of other proviiu'es. If that be so, surely, llengal, who have 
always complained against the unjust arrangement, slnmld Ik* able to 
get a chance of having its contribution remitted, and for that end we 
shall fight. If we get that remission us a permanency, we shall. lH^ in a 
far Indter position, and instead of devoting, as we have done this year, the 
money available us between our revenue and expmidituie to schemes of a 
non-recurring <haracter, we shall 1m* able t4^ push ahetwl witH 
schemes of a recurring charni ter in the transferred d<‘partments. With 
the remission of the contributions of other pi'ovinces, we shall certainly 
have a stronger case for the continued ir mission of our provincial 
contribution. 

Mr. Mitter has said that mtv d(» not pnitest enough. Well, we will 
protest and will not rest content until tin* Meston Settlement is revi.sed. 
I said last year that we wen* waiting fill the (iovernment of India were in 
a more assuivd huancial |H>siti(»ii. As fur us I can make out, they at*e 
now so. The other day we accepted a resedution to approach the (jovern- 
ment of India with a view to the revision of the Settlement. With tliat 
authority Whitul us and the jiossilnlity of u rtTinission of the eontrihutiou 
of other provinces and the fiitaiieiul jiosition of the Government of India 
more assured, we shall again return to the attack and I hope that by thia 
time next year, w'e shall have stM'ured letter justice for Ben^ (Applause). 

A4|oiirfimiiit 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Wednesday, the 12tb 
llareh, 1924, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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